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 A new Call to Prayer has been issued by the American Baptist
Churches, USA.  Susan Gillies, interim general secretary,
American Baptist Churches USA, invites all American Baptists to
join in special prayer for these troubled times throughout the
remainder of this summer.  Please pray upon rising and retiring
each day, seeking God’s grace for healing and wholeness
throughout this country and the world. Pray for healthy alternatives
to violence. Pray for those who don’t know what to do with their
anger and frustration. Pray for those who have signed on to protect
and serve. Pray for insight into what you can do to help bring hope
and healing.
 For those who prefer a specific time to be called to special
prayer, please join us at 7 a.m. or 7 p.m. in your time zone,
knowing others in our American Baptist family are praying with
you. Please continue your prayers through summer’s end (Sept. 21).
 For those who prefer a specific day to be called to special
prayer, please pray on the date each month that corresponds to the
date of your birth. “Mark it on your calendar,” Gillies suggests.
“I’ll be praying on the 10th of each month for the remainder of this
year.”
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 For many of our churches this is
the beginning of a new year.  Our
summer hiatus is over, kids have
gone back to school and church
activities are getting back into full
swing.  With these new beginnings
each Autumn also come new
opportunities to minister and
communicate the Gospel in new
ways.

 A new Pew Research Center study
once again points out the problem
facing our churches.  It says that 70%
of the Presbyterian Church, USA is
age 50 or older and over 60% of the
United Methodist and the United
Church of Christ are over that age.
While American Baptists fare a little bit better with only
48% of our membership being age 50 or older, this still
pales when compared with mosques, where 50% of the
worshippers are under 30 years old and Hindu and
Buddhist temples where over 33% of the worshippers are
age 30 or younger.  It is clear that we need to be doing
something different to reach out to new generations.
 Unfortunately, we sometimes think we are doing
something new by just tweaking our style of worship and

maybe adding a few new choruses and thinking that will
attract new and younger members.  However, the study
points out that while worship style is important, it is not
one of the top factors in selecting a church for younger
generations.  Much more important, according to the
respondents, is the preaching and being welcomed
warmly by the leaders and members of the church.
 The study goes on to say that convenience is the main
factor in initially selecting a place to worship.  The
majority of younger generations will start with an internet
search for church websites.  They then may visit a house
of worship that is accessible – clearly marked, has an
inviting appearance and has worship times that fit their
schedule.  Also, just as many other studies have pointed
out, many people initially come to church through an
invitation or recommendation from friends and family.
 As we begin this new year of church activities, I hope
we will take time to evaluate how we present ourselves to
our communities.  Are we an inviting place to initially
make a visit, and once there, are we warmly welcoming
visitors and making accommodations for their needs?  At
our Region Gathering at First Baptist Church of Ames in
October, there will be workshops that will help us to
discern what we need to move our congregations forward
into the future and reach out to new generations of
members.  I hope to see you there.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Kari Vaters once remarked, "Big churches in large
cities often get the attention, but it is small churches
that drive the growth of the global church." Are you a
pastor who serves in a small community?  Join us
September 28-29, 2016, for The Zarephath Conference
led by by Rev. Dick Sipe and outstanding peer to peer
connections in the great location of Green Lake
Conference Center. For more information, email
kriswood@glcc.org.

Monday, September 26
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Teare cottage at Holiday Lake
3309 E. Lakeshore Dr.,Brooklyn, IA

 All Region Women in Ministry are invited for a
day of renewed relationships and refreshment.
Reserve your chair on the dock by calling Associate
Region Minister Carol Teare at 515-329-6432 or
emailing carol@mid-abc.org.

 A Retreat for all Clergy
sponsored by the MABC Ministers Council

October 17-19, 2016
Camp Quaker Heights

22605 V Ave., Eldora, IA 50627

 Our presenter for the retreat is Ed Ruppert. Ed is a
counselor in private practice in Ames. His career experience
includes work in residential treatment, refugee resettlement,
child welfare, marriage and family, and mental health
counseling as well as congregational consulting and clergy
training. His training includes studying the integration of
theology and psychology.
  Through teaching and small group interaction, we will
be exploring how to have stronger and healthier
congregations as we see our churches as living organisms –
family systems – and become more thoughtful leaders in
these systems.
  The retreat begins with registration starting at 4 p.m. and
supper at 5:30 on Monday. The program ends Tuesday
evening; you are welcome/encouraged to stay through
breakfast on Wednesday morning.
 Your cost for this event is only $25, thanks to a Palmer
Grant for Leadership which covers the rest. Go to the region
website, www.mid-abc.org, for a link to register.
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 Our congregations are full of people who are eager to
serve as the hands and feet of Christ. There is a genuine
and widespread desire to see God’s work done; close to
home, throughout the country and around the world.
United Mission is the vehicle that carries forward the full
mission endeavors of American Baptists. Steadfast
giving to United Mission strengthens and expands the
channels through which American Baptists give witness
to the good news of Jesus Christ.
 The ministries of the Mid-American Baptist
Churches (MABC) are supported from United Mission
funds. Being part of the MABC Region, you benefit
from the entire scope of efforts and programs offered to
enrich and encourage our churches.  A broad spectrum
of ministries are made available through Mid-American
Baptist Churches. Ministries that nurture our church
leaders, assist congregations in finding qualified
leadership, provide enrichment opportunities for
spiritual formation, and encourage Biblical reflection
and action.
 It is our hope this year that every one of our Iowa and
Minnesota churches will be able to support our MABC
Region and the broader American Baptist mission
through giving to United Mission.   Be assured the
Region staff and Board of Region Ministries are careful
stewards of the resources made available through the
giving of our congregations. For information about
United Mission visit “UMIsTheVehicle.org”.

The Mission and Stewardship Team
 Mid-American Baptist Churches

“Working Together-Building up the Body”

I would like to sincerely thank the
Mid-American Baptist Churches for
gifting our AB Girls group with funds
from the Palmer Grant for Leadership.
Because of this contribution, I was

able to go on a trip to the ABGirls Event in the District of
Colombia, where I made new friends and grew closer to
God. The AB Girls group served in the city for two days.
One day we gleaned potatoes, which can be summed up
as sorting the good potatoes from the bad; tiring but fun.
The next day, we volunteered in a program for children in
the seventh ward. We took them to the pool and
everybody had a blast! Once again, thank you for this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see our nation’s capital
and witness God’s work in many new ways.

Sincerely, Rachel Price

 Embark on an inspirational journey through
Germany that follows the epic trail blazed by Martin
Luther on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. The 11-day tour, led by Pastor Carol and
Toby Teare, begins August 23, 2017. Come to First
Baptist Church of Waterloo, IA, for an informational
program about all the details and itinerary on Monday
evening, Sept. 19, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel, or
email Carol at tnteare2202@msn.com.

 Our apologies to Kaleena
Van Haaften, a participant in
iLead, whose name was
incorrectly noted in an article
in the last Communicator.

 The churches of the Mid-America region are very
creative in their outreach efforts, like this idea from First
Baptist, Ft. Dodge, IA.  Arrange with a local ice cream
shop for a discount coupon program. Print the coupons
with the church contact information on the back. Have
your members hand out the coupons to people they
encounter. To adapt for winter, arrange the program with
a local coffee shop.

 Another idea from
FBC Ft. Dodge was to take
advantage of the Pokémon
GO phenomenon. Have you
seen people congregating
outside your church with
their phones? Why not
invite them in! FBC hosted
a special Pokémon GO
event one Friday night.

M-ABC Quilters’ Retreat
Dayton Oaks Camp

September 29 - October 1, 2016

Work on your own project and help girls stay in school
by making a kit for “Days for Girls”

Cost for two nights’ lodging and six meals - $90
Limited to 24 participants

Register online or download registration form
at www.mid-abc.org
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 Greetings brothers and sisters in the faith! We have had a very busy and enjoyable summer.
We had the privilege of hosting six American Baptist Camps supported by churches from
around the region. From campers entering kindergarten through just-graduated seniors in high
school, there were many lives touched through the ministry of Forest Lake Camp.
 We had plenty of heat, great worship experiences, and opportunities to spend time in the
wilderness. We had the joy of hosting 126 campers and many other volunteers this summer.
The theme for the summer was “Find a Better Connection”, and our prayer was to help
students and adults alike unplug from the distractions of home and get reconnected with God.

 We want to issue our sincere thanks to the Lord for his
faithfulness and to you all for your financial and prayerful
support. Be encouraged, your financial gifts and prayers that
you offer on our behalf are being used to promote the saving
love that God offers through Jesus Christ. We, because of
your generosity, are seeing lives changed and are given the
opportunity to walk with these students in love. Be on the
lookout for ways to serve and please continue to pray for
both of our camps in the region.

On behalf of the Ministry Team of
Forest Lake Camp and Conference Center,

Christian Krohg
Interim Program Director
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 Many thanks to all the
parents and churches who
sent their youth to camp this summer.  As you can
see by the pictures our campers made many lasting
memories!
 Dayton Oaks was blessed with campers totaling
over 150 this summer.  The camp theme “GLOW”
instructed campers and staff to let the light of Christ
shine through each of them.  One camp pastor

talked about life being like a treasure chest and to fill your
chest with gold instead of sand.  The campers learned to fill
up their lives with the holiness of God and not the things of
this world.  We pray those who have God's holiness in them
will reflect His light and GLOW for others to see.
 We were also blessed with many volunteers and leaders
eager to take part in God's ministry at camp.  We want to
thank you for your willingness to serve.
 There are many opportunities still

available this year for those still wanting to serve.  Please call
the camp at 515-547-2417 or email us at mabcamp@lvcta.com
if you'd like to help serve the ministry.
 We have been blessed with the supplies to re-roof both
showerhouses.  We also have donations to re-roof Cabin #1.
We are still currently redoing the lodge rooms and are working
on painting some of the cabins inside.  Our work week is
scheduled for October 17-22 which is when we plan to work on
most of these projects.  Please let Matt or Dani know if you are
available to help serve on any of these projects.  God Bless.

Matt and Dani Siebert
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Rev. Tom and Rev. Nancy
Wheeler, pastors who have
served several churches in this
region and others are pictured at
their current church, First
Baptist of Atlantic, IA.  Tom
and Nancy recently celebrated
the 50th anniversary of their
marriage on July 16, 1966. They
are retiring from the ministry at
the end of August, 2016.

 Another special milestone
was reached this summer as
Rev. Ruth Yeaton, pastor
of First Baptist Church,
Charles City, IA, and Rev.
Todd Yeaton, pastor of
Hillcrest Baptist-Brethren
Church, Fredericksburg,
IA, celebrated their 45th
wedding anniversary on
August 14, 2016. A few days

later, Ruth marked 30 years of ordained ministry, having
been ordained in 1986 at First Baptist Church, Indianola,
IA.

 New to our Region is
Devin Walters, recently
called to pastor the First
Baptist Church in
Jefferson, IA.

 The First Baptist Church of Maquoketa, IA,
welcomed their new pastor, Gary Gutknecht, on June
15, 2016.

Rev. Emily Beltrame has been called to serve as
Minister of Children, Youth, and Families at the First
Baptist Church of Des Moines in Johnston, IA.

 After serving the First Baptist Church of
Davenport, IA, for the last 12 years, Rev. Craig Anglin
announced his retirement. A farewell celebration was
held for Craig and his wife, Jackie, at the church on
August 21, 2016.

Rev. Jerry Springston has been called as interim
pastor for FBC Davenport, and began his ministry on
August 28, 2016.

 Rev. Orville Terry, pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Lorimor, IA, retired in August.

 New Providence Baptist Church in Confidence, IA,
designated their Vacation Bible School offering for
Forest Lake Camp. Approximately 25 children plus
helpers collected $621.09!!

   Kids at the 17th annual Music Camp this summer at
First Baptist Church of Ames, IA, painted a piano
which will be placed in a public area in Ames for anyone
to play. It is one of two outdoor pianos, part of a project
by Iowa State University graduate student Patricia
Izbicki.

 We are sad to share the news of
the passing of Carol Epp, and offer
our condolences to Carol’s
husband, Telfer Epp, who served as
Director of Christian Ed and

Camping, Associate Executive Minister, and finally as
Executive Minister of the Mid-American Baptist
Churches before his retirement.

Rev. Charles E. Smith passed away in March. He
had served as pastor of First Baptist Church of Atlantic,
IA, and also First Baptist Church of Ottumwa, IA.

Rev. Richard Gregory, American Baptist missionary
to Thailand, ordained in 1954 at First Baptist Church of
St. Paul, MN, passed away in April 2016 at age 89.

 The Spirit of Christ Church (formerly First
Baptist) in Iowa City, IA, celebrated 175 years of life
and ministry on the weekend of June 25-26, 2016.
Pictured below are some of the long-time members of the
church, ranging from 40+ to 60+ years of membership.
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Love Gift Totals as of July 2016
YTD - $12,365.44

Last YTD - $9,796.47

Wish you could learn
about critical issues with
impact upon women and
girls right from your own
home? Try the Virtual
Mission Encounter
“See…the Suffering”,

October 3-7, 2016.
 Illicit drug use in the U.S. has been increasing.
Although most people use drugs for the first time as
teenagers, illicit drug use is increasing among people in
their fifties and sixties. Drug addiction is a disease that
affects families in our communities and our congregations.
Explore how our faith calls us to respond by signing up for
the virtual mission encounter. All you need is an Internet
connection, an email address, and a phone! Visit
www.abwministries.org/vme for more information and to
register. The cost is $30 per person.

Arise, Shine
Baptist

Women’s
World Day of

Prayer

 Did you know that each year, Baptist women around the
globe gather together in their local areas on (or near) the
first Monday of November to pray for one another, give an
offering, and engage in Bible study and reflections? Start
planning your day of prayer experience today! The 2016
Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer program has several
creative ideas to help you customize
your gathering. The program is
available by visiting www.bwawd.org.

Susan Price
Mid-America ABWM President

An SD camera card was left behind at conference.
Contact the Region office at 515-278-1411 if it is yours!

September 10, 2016
Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries Board meeting

October 15, 2016
M-ABWM Area III Fall Rally

Forest Lake Camp

October 22, 2016
M-ABWM Area IV Fall Rally

First Baptist Church of Malvern, IA

Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries officers pose
with Executive Minister, Marshall Peters, after their
installation.

These creative participants enjoyed using adult coloring
pages to make special cards for shut-ins.

Slicing seams and pockets off old jeans for weaving projects
at Rainbow Acres kept these cut-ups busy.
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Many thanks to participants at the M-ABWomen’s conference
who helped prepare the Communicator for mailing!

One of the service projects at conference was tying quilts
for Project Linus, a ministry to children in need.

Some of the ABGirls learned a new skill as they used sewing
machines to hem baby blankets for White Cross.


