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Save the Date!

Friday and Saturday
Oct 7-8, 2016

Mid-American Baptist Churches
Biennial Gathering

First Baptist Church, Ames, IA

Featuring Eight Workshops
to Enhance

All Aspects of Church Life

 Youth from across the Mid-
American Baptist Region
participated in iLead Weekend #3:
"Our Story", where the focus was
the intersection of "God's Story"
and "My Story" as well as
community-building and service.
 Youth participants and adult
sponsors:
● prepared a meal for the

homeless at First Baptist
Church, St. Paul, MN

● traveled to the Science Museum in St. Paul to
experience "Jerusalem" in IMAX panoramic viewing

● visited the Mall of America
● learned from Karen refugees
● worshiped with First Baptist St. Paul, and much more.

   Youth celebrated this final weekend on Sunday as they
received certificates of completion from the Region as well
as the gift of a book, "The Top Ten Leadership
Commandments", for further study.  Congratulations to
Luke Duenwald, Coral Fisher, Hannah Geer, Hannah
Searcy, and Hannah Van Haaften for your successful

completion of the Mid-American
Baptist Region Youth's iLead
2016!
   Thanks go to Rev. Bill Englund
for hosting the group, to the iLead
planning team and adult leaders,
and to the Region staff for their
sponsorship and support.

Rev. Joe Greemore

i

 In March, the ABC/USA Matthew 25 Grant discernment
team met to read grant proposals which had been submitted
by churches and ministries throughout the American Baptist
denomination. The team is tasked with distributing the gifts
of a generous donor to local American Baptist churches.
 Our congratulations to two Mid-American Baptist
churches who submitted proposals, met the criteria, and will
receive grants:

First Baptist Church in Iowa City, IA
 $1,000 Grant will be used to to offset the expected annual
transportation costs of the ministry budget, and to fund the
small loan program they make available.

First Baptist Church in Waterloo, IA
 $1,000 Grant will be used to to provide engaging
activities in a safe and fun learning environment during the
summer for children from low-income and at risk families.
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 One of the speakers at our recent
Prairie Pastors conference for
American Baptist ministers spoke
about the deep polarization that we
increasingly face in our country.
She lamented that
many times the church
exhibits this same
polarization instead of
being the place where

love and respect for others is lived out on a
daily basis.  We were challenged as
followers of Jesus to give the world a
different example of how to relate to others.
 With the upcoming election in
November, we will only see this polarization
grow.  We already know about negative
campaigning that can spill over into verbal
and physical confrontations.  We have seen
how divisive the words a few can be.  Over the next five
months, there are a few things I would like for us to
consider:
1. Relate to people with viewpoints other than your own.

You don’t have to agree with them.  In fact, you might
even decide that there are some things that you can’t
even talk with each other about right now.  However,
when you get to know others as real people a trust is
built that can lead to greater discourse and
understanding in the future.

2. Don’t believe everything you read and hear.  This is
especially true for items that appear on social media.
I am amazed at some of the things that I read on these
sites.  In addition, with the internet there are
specialized news sites whose only reason for being is
to promote a particular viewpoint.

3. A follow up point from item #2 – Do your own fact
checking.  We have a wealth of
information available to us that we need
to use.  There are internet sites that can
tell us if something is an ‘urban myth’.
We can discover for ourselves if an
official sounding organization is actually
legitimate or is actually a small break off
group formed to promote one certain
ideology.  We can find out if a poll or
survey has been taken using loaded
questions.  In the end, it will still come
down to us discerning the truth.
However, that discernment will be easier
when we have more information.

4. Most importantly, live out our lives as congregations
and individuals that show the love of Christ to all
people.  We are told in scripture that we are to be
different from the world.  Let us not conform to the
world, but rather be transformed by and through the
power of Christ.  Let us truly become that city on the
hill that shines the light of Jesus into the world.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

 American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS)
has launched a redesigned website that brings the
ministry to life for the 21st century and beyond.
 For easy navigation, the updated website,
www.abhms.org, categorizes content by three ministry
emphases: “Developing Leaders”, “Equipping Disciples”
and “Healing Communities.”
 New features include an inspirational free video of
renowned theologian Brian McLaren’s first Bible study at
ABHMS’ “Space for Grace” conference; a “Profiles in
Mission” podcast series providing engaging interviews
with mission volunteers; a history timeline that colorfully
traces ABHMS from its roots to present day; a
comprehensive calendar of events; a digest of current
mission efforts by American Baptist congregations and
ABHMS partners; and the opportunity to interact via
social media. The site will continue to offer useful
resources as well as highlight American Baptist-related
feature stories—now called “Mission Stories”—and
informative news releases.

Mid-American Baptist
Churches Fall Quilt Retreat

Mark Your Calendar!

New Date!
Sept 29-Oct 1, 2016

Dayton Oaks Camp
Watch the Mid-ABC website in August

for details about registration
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Get ready for an exciting set of conversations focused
on a top concern for many American Baptists: Exactly
how do we set about doing the work God has called us to
do?

“United Mission is the Vehicle” is a series of
congregational conversations, taking place in churches,
online and on social media; it is designed to answer some
of our biggest questions - including: What’s the most
effective, efficient way to heal this hurting world?

Find out more by visiting www.UMistheVehicle.org.

The Cedar Valley Seminary played a very significant
role for almost 60 years in Osage’s and North Iowa’s higher
educational history, beginning with its founding in 1862 as
a private academy or high school/junior college for students
in northern Iowa/southern Minnesota.   Osage, county seat
of Mitchell County, had a population of
3,000 in 1860 when it was advertised as an
ideal location for a college.  It was reported
that Osage was a town of ‘educated,
Christian people, a place most favorable to
the development of habits and good
character - a place with no saloons.’

The academy was started as a
collaborative effort among Rev. Alva Bush,
a Baptist pastor/teacher, the citizens of
Osage, the Osage Baptist Church and the 7
year old Cedar Valley Baptist Association.
Most early colleges were sponsored by
churches, not the government.  One reason
churches supported colleges was to build
character and morality in young people.  The founders of
those early colleges believed that teaching history,
literature, science and the arts would give students sound
values and a greater respect for religion.

Osage residents agreed to furnish suitable buildings if
the Association would establish and maintain this institute
of learning.  Rev. Bush moved his family to Osage and on
Jan. 12, 1863, the first term of the school began in rooms in
the county courthouse/jail with 17 boys and 14 girls
attending.  By Sept. 1863 more than 100 students had
enrolled.  While it was a Baptist academy, it was somewhat

unusual because it educated men and women and it was
non-sectarian.  It was a ‘public institution of higher learning
devoted to the interests of all people in the neighboring
country.’

At this time, the state of Iowa had a few private colleges,
primarily founded by church denominations,
as well as the University of Iowa, but the
Cedar Valley Seminary was the first higher
educational facility (junior college) in North
Iowa and one of the first in the state of Iowa.
Six years later, in 1869, the first building,
known as “Old Central” was completed at a
cost of $10,000.  Coincidentally, this was also
the first year classes were offered at the Iowa
Agricultural College (now Iowa State
University).  The Seminary’s impressive brick
Italianate-style building was 36’ x 72’ with
two stories and the basement.  It became the
hub of the Osage campus.

 After the closure of the Seminary in 1922,
the building was sold to the Osage School District. In later
years, the Mitchell County Historical Society occupied the
building as a museum until 2010, when the condition of the
building deteriorated and threatened to damage their
collections.

The Seminary building was listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1977. The Cedar Valley
Seminary Foundation is dedicated to raising funds and
ensuring the historic building makes it to its new home on
7th street and Chase at the end of June, a move which will
take the 100 ton building a distance of about 900 feet.

from a narrative by Kathy Showalter, PlanScapes Partners
for the Cedar Valley Seminary Foundation

For more information or to make a donation towards the
restoration process, contact:

  Cedar Valley Seminary Foundation
  P.O. Box 334
  Osage, Iowa 50461

You are invited to

SAVE THE DATE
August 22-25, 2016

for the

2016 Ministers Conference
Holistic Maintenance of the

Ministry
at the

4H Youth & Conference Center
Chevy Chase, MD

Go to
www.ministerscouncil.com

for more details.

Cedar Valley Seminary
football team, 1900
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Rev. Charles Huffman, 96, of Davenport, IA, passed away Saturday, April 9, 2016. Rev.
Huffman pastored churches in Iowa, Missouri and Kansas. He retired in 1980 as director
of chaplain services from the Iowa Veteran’s Home in Marshalltown.

Rev. Raymond. L. Fortune, 90, of Macomb, Illinois, passed away on Wednesday, April 6,
2016 at McDonough District Hospital in Macomb, Illinois. Rev. Fortune served as a
minister for 32 years, serving churches in Colorado, Iowa, Wyoming, and Illinois.

We extend our sympathy to the family of John S. McCartney, 82, of Fort Dodge, IA, who passed away Friday, April 22,
2016 at the Paula J. Baber Hospice Home. John was a past president of Mid-American Baptist Churches.

Pastor Alan Mangum

 Galilee Baptist Church, in
Des Moines, IA, celebrated 100
years of ministry in April 2016.
Current pastor Alan Mangum is
pictured below, far right. At left,
Associate Regional Minister Rev.
Gary Martin presented a
certificate of recognition from
the Mid-ABC Region. One of the
attendees, Joy Trullinger (below,
at right) was baptized at age nine
by the first pastor of the church,
Rev. Case.

Pastor Jay Thornton
has been called to be the
Lead Pastor of First
Baptist Church of
Pella, IA. He comes to
them from the Kansas
City area.

Pastor Daren Barnett has been called by the First Baptist
Church of Winnebago, MN, to be their pastor.  Daren has
most recently served as Associate Pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Cambridge Springs, PA.

Pictured below are some of the 90+ pastors from four
regions attending the conference held in Bellevue, NE.

 Your gifts to the One Great Hour
of Sharing offering have helped
victims of earthquakes in Ecuador and
Japan this year, and will continue to
aid refugees and victims of disasters.
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 On April 10th, the Mission Committee of First Baptist Church of Charles City, IA, hosted a two-hour mission fair and
an international potluck. Our goal was to get people saying, “I didn’t know that!” The first hour was interactive. Kids rolled
White Cross bandages, everyone tasted new fruits and vegetables, and we saw how a grain bin could become a school
classroom in Haiti.  Other local, regional, and international groups
were featured.
 A map of the world showed where the American Baptist
missionaries we support are serving. Prayer and support cards were
available. We shared Facebook information and email addresses.
 In the second hour, Dayton Oaks manager Matt Siebert
reminded us that the camp is a mission field. FBC/CC planned to
remodel the men’s shower house at the camp this spring.  A Cresco
Mission Center graduate shared his story of recovery from
addiction. We got an update from Bethel Neighborhood Center.
 It was a great morning and the committee is anxious to see what
new ministry/support will come as a result of this Mission Fair.

Rev. Ruth Yeaton

 Many thanks to all who volunteered at Forest Lake Camp for the 2016 Work Week!
An average of 18 people participated each day and completed an amazing number of
projects.  Volunteers came from as far away as Harlan and Keokuk, and eleven churches
were represented.
 The beach was cleaned and groomed, and the dock was freshly stained. Trails were
cleared and bridges checked, and mowing was done on the property. A new concrete
parking area was poured by a generous donor, and a new sand volleyball court was
leveled and filled with two semi loads of sand. Two semi loads of limestone rock were

also provided, as well as a dozer and a gator loaned for the
event. Dozer work in the harvested trees was begun.
   The Snack Shack was totally rebuilt by volunteers from
First Baptist, Pella, IA. A new door and door opening was
installed into the new office. New showers were installed in
two cabins, along with two new fixtures and some repair
work. A new ‘trap door’ entrance into a cabin was installed with built-in steps, for maintenance
of plumbing during winterizing procedures.
   All the work was done with the prayer that camp experiences in 2016 will lead to changed
lives for the campers. Many thanks to all who contributed time and money to the work.

Report by Gary Morrison

Work week volunteers  take a
well-deserved break
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 The Area II Rally was held at Downey Baptist Church in West Branch, IA.
Each Mid-ABWM rally featured missionary Mercy Barnes as special speaker.
Mercy, pictured below right, talked about her personal history and work in

Mexicali, Mexico, and her new role as
regional missionary in ministry with
Cuban Baptists.

 Held at Forest Lake
Camp, the Area III Rally
was a time of fellowship,
mission, and ministry.

 The Area IV Rally was hosted by Westover Baptist
Church, Des Moines, IA. Thanks to M-ABWM President
Susan Price and Regional Associate Minister Rev. Carol
Teare for photos from all the rallies.
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 The Area V Rally in Eagle Grove, IA, featured special music by David and
Dawn Smith, pictured top left, as well as speaker, Mercy Barnes, missionary
to Latin America and Cuba.  Fellowship and food added to the fun for all.

American Baptist Women’s
Ministries celebrates 65 years!
Since 1951, AB Women’s
Ministries has led American
Baptists in ministries for girls
and women of all ages with

relationships across the world, leadership development to
empower women and girls, and doing the mission of Jesus
Christ. The national celebration was launched at the 2015
Women’s Day in Overland Park, Kansas and will conclude
at the 2016 National Event for women and girls this July in
Herndon, Virginia.
 You are invited and encouraged to attend “3D:
Dwelling, Discovering, Discipling”, a National Event for
Women and Girls in Herndon, VA on July 21-24, 2016.
Come dwell with God and one another, come discover how
God calls us to build community in our world, and come

deepen your discipleship and walk with your sisters along
their discipleship journey.
Give!
● National Support – 100% of your gift is used for AB

Women’s Ministries to provide ministries that empower
women and girls to serve Christ. Women who give
$120 or more a year to National Support are recognized
as Vital Partners.

● The Women and Girls Mission Fund – your gift
provides support to AB Girls, Leadership Development
Fund, and Refit.

● Love Gift – is an over-and-above offering that supports
American Baptist mission and ministry.

Susan Price
Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries President

Love Gift Totals as of May 2016
YTD - $5,351.75

Last YTD - $7,783.65

 The Mid-American Baptist
Women’s Ministries Region Board
paused from their work at the Board
meeting in March to pose for this photo.
Front row, L to R: Susan Price, President;
Bev McCartney, Past President; Becca
Whitaker, ABGirls Coordinator; Jeanne
Miller, Secretary. Second Row: Marcia
Street, Conference Planning; Coleen
Remick, Area IV President; Ellen Allen,
Area I President and Church Women
United, MN; Carol Teare, M-ABC
Associate Regional Minister.  Third
Row: Diane DeSmidt, Scholarship
Committee; Lovena Van Haaften, Area
III President; Jeannette Tisdale, Church
Women United, IA; Donna Liscum,
Treasurer.
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We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.
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Matt and Dani Siebert, Dayton Oaks Camp
Photo by Ruth Yeaton
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There are still many spots
available for summer campers.
Please contact the camp at 515-
547-2417 if you have questions,
or need assistance with online
registration.  If you or someone
you know needs financial help

to send a camper, please call the camp.  We still have
scholarship money available.
 Many slots for volunteers are still available.  You may be
helping with painting, organizing, cleaning, dishes or helping
with campers.  Anyone wishing to help must complete the two
background check forms found on our website, or call the camp
to have them emailed to you.  Please note the volunteers must
be at least 15 in order to help at camp.

Dayton
Oaks Camp

Forest
Lake Camp

Registration may be
done online through
the region website,
www.mid-abc.org.
You may also call the
region office at 515-
278-1411 if you need

information about scholarships or assistance in
finding the right camp for your student.


