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 The America For Christ Offering supports a wide range of American Baptist ministries in the United States and Puerto
Rico. The range of ministries includes things like discipleship training materials; operating Christian centers;  refugee
resettlement; prison ministry and prisoner release ministry; supporting chaplaincy ministries; community  building efforts;
ministries of justice and mercy, Christian camps and conferences.
 Most congregations receive this offering during the month of March. The 2016 theme is “Discipleship: Becoming More
Like Christ.”  Respond to the great need for Christian ministries showing forth God’s love in the United States and Puerto
Rico by supporting the 2016 America For Christ Offering.
 Resources for the 2016 America For Christ Offering can be found on the American Baptist Home Mission Societies
website, www.abhms.org.

 February 12-14, youth gathered in Waterloo,
IA at the First Baptist Church for the first of
several weekend intensive experiences.  Youth
participated in icebreakers, games, crafts,
learning, and Bible study at iLead, a tri-weekend
experience (modeled after former Youth Leader
Core) specifically formatted for youth seeking to
grow as servant leaders in Christ.  The group of
youth and leaders shared prayer for each other,
modeling the spiritual vitality present in our
widespread and diverse region.  Those interested
are invited to connect with the iLead team through
the Mid-American Baptist Churches to learn more
about future events in Iowa and Minnesota.

Rev. Joe Greemore

 American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) urges
American Baptist individuals and congregations to take action
and speak out on behalf of Syrian refugees, recommending
Church World Service’s (CWS) online “How Can We Help?”
resource as a starting point, available at
http://tinyurl.com/hh78zwa .
 The resource includes prayers, a bulletin insert with
instructions for calling Congress, and ideas for collecting home
goods to be donated to incoming families.
 “American Baptists and our mission partners have both
historic and recent experiences of extending welcome and
hospitality to persons fleeing danger, seeking refuge and
resettling on America’s shores,” says ABHMS Executive
Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray. “Our faith dictates what our works
should be. The welcome we extend to the most vulnerable and to
those considered to be the least reflects the welcome we extend to
Christ.”
 American Baptist Churches USA is a founding member of
CWS, an organization committed to immigrants, refugees and
other forcibly displaced persons since its founding in 1946. CWS
includes a network of 36 denominations and communions, plus
34 refugee resettlement affiliates.
 For more information, visit CWS at
http://www.cwsglobal.org/.
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 The Prairie Pastors Conference
for professional church leaders is
coming up quickly.  Each year this
conference provides ministers
from four American Baptist
Regions the opportunity to
discover trends and learn new
skills as the church moves further
into the 21st century.  This year
our theme is “It’s a New Day in
the Neighborhood”.

 We live in a time of rapid change and it is
becoming harder for us to anticipate and prepare
for what is coming next.  This has never been
more true in the life of the church. We know that
often what we have done in the past no longer
works, but we are unsure on how to adapt to the
new realities around us.  We ask ourselves how
to live out God’s unchanging gospel in this
rapidly changing world.
 We know that the neighborhoods around us are
changing.  People are moving from small towns into the
cities.  Since much of Minnesota and Iowa is made up of
small towns, this is having an adverse effect on many of
our congregations.  In addition, as people arrive in the

cities there are population shifts that take place in those
areas that surround the location of the church building.
At the same time, there are different attitudes towards the
church and its role in society and people have placed
many other things as higher priorities than their
relationship with God.
 So how do we share and live out being Christ to the
world in a way that is relevant in the lives of those we
seek to reach?  We need to discover new ways of being
the church in the midst of this great societal change.  We
also need to learn how to equip and lead our
congregations as they deal with these new realities.

 A special grant this year is allowing
our Region to cover the registration
cost for the Prairie Pastors conference
for our ministers.  I would encourage
you to take advantage of this
opportunity if you are clergy, or if you
are not, encourage your pastor to attend
this event.  It is a chance to learn, to
discover, and to fellowship with others

as we talk about our common task of being the hands and
feet of Christ in the world today.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

April 11-13, 2016
Bellevue, NE

As a tree makes fruit, a
good person gives life to
others. The wise person
shows others how to be
wise. - Proverbs 11:30

International Children’s Bible

It’s A New Day
In The

Neighborhood

 This year’s Prairie Pastors Conference will be held April 11-13, at
New Life Baptist Church in Bellevue, NE. The theme is "It's a New Day
in the Neighborhood”, and Ann Borquist, American Baptist missionary
serving Southeast Asia, will be the featured speaker.  There will also be
special presentations by American Baptist Interim General Secretary
Susan Gillies and the Ministers and Missionaries Benefit Board
(MMBB).
 The conference is FREE to all Mid-ABC ministers, and a grant for
travel expenses will be given to Mid-ABC Minister Council members
attending. For more info, download a brochure at https://goo.gl/T6rIZe.

Name__________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

City, State______________________________________________

Email__________________________________________________
Church Name,
Church City_____________________________________________

Send this Registration form to: Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15, Des Moines IA 50322-4306

Registration is FREE for Mid-ABC ministers.
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 Mid-American Baptist
Women in Ministry held a Day
of Retreat in March. Twelve
women from our region gathered
at First Baptist Church, Ames,
IA, for a day of fellowship,
sharing our joys, challenges,
dreams and planning for the
future. Thanks to Susan Russell
and Carol Teare for hosting this
event.

 It’s time again to renew your
Ministers Council membership, or
rejoin if your membership has
lapsed.
 Why become a member? For
continuing education and
fellowship, for access to a wealth of
resources, and to be part of an organization committed to
the support and advocacy of American Baptist clergy.
Some of our significant programs include:
● Prairie Pastors Conference. The conference is free

for all Mid-ABC pastors, and a $40 grant for travel
expenses will be given to all Mid-ABC Minister
Council members who attend.

● Grand Junction Scholarship. Scholarships are
available for continuing education events.

● Emergency Aid. Assistance is provided to ministers
who find themselves in crisis situations.

● Cluster Groups. These are several collegial covenant
groups that meet regularly for fellowship, prayer,
discussion and mutual encouragement in our region.

 A membership form may be downloaded at
https://goo.gl/6BP942 and should be returned by April 30.

Rev. Jerry Bertelson
President, Mid-ABC Ministers Council

 The three new Associate Region Ministers have begun their
ministry with the Region as of the beginning of the year.  Their
contact information is as follows:

Rev. Gary Martin
Tel: 515-329-MID4 (6434)
gary@mid-abc.org

Rev. Carol Teare
Tel: 515-329-MID2 (6432)
carol@mid-abc.org

Rev. Ashley Whitaker
Tel: 515-329-MID1 (6431)
ashley@mid-abc.org

 Even though they are geographically based, feel free to contact
any one of these Associates (or the Executive Minister) that you
feel is appropriate for your question or situation.
 Job assignments to date include Gary staffing the Dayton Oaks
Ministry Team, Carol staffing the ABW Ministries and Women in
Ministry, and Ashley staffing the Youth Ministry Team and being
our representative to the Minnesota Council of Churches.  The new
Region directory, due to come out in March, will give complete job
assignments.

L to R: Carol, Gary, Ashley, Marshall

 Congregations, regions and community
ministries related to American Baptist Churches
USA are invited to apply for 2016 Justice for
Children Initiative Children in Poverty (CiP)
grants from American Baptist Home Mission
Societies (ABHMS) for support of projects that
address the needs of children in poverty.  At least
10 grants ranging from $1,000 to $5,000 each
will be awarded. Projects should address at least
one of the following three areas: access to quality
public school education, access to quality health
care and livable wages.
 For a grant application,  contact the Rev. Lisa
Harris Lee, ABHMS national coordinator of the
Justice for Children Initiative, at lisa.harris-
lee@abhms.org or 1-800-222-3872, x2158.
Applications can be submitted online or printed
and sent by postal mail. No applications will be
accepted via email or fax. Applications must be
received by or postmarked to ABHMS by April
27, 2016.

You are invited to

SAVE THE DATE
August 22-25, 2016

for the

2016 Ministers Conference
Holistic Maintenance of the

Ministry
at the

4H Youth & Conference Center
Chevy Chase, MD

Go to
www.ministerscouncil.com

for more details.
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      By Marcia Street
 A team of seven women representing seven states, led by
Angela Sudermann from International Ministries, traveled to
the Philippines to make relationships and learn about our
Baptist mission work that was started in 1900 after the Spanish
war.  Our first stop, Manila, was at Samaritana
Transformational Ministries Inc. which serves not only as a
retreat center but also workplace and place of healing for
women prostitutes, some of whom have been trafficked.
Missionaries Jonathan and Thelma Nambu shared about how
the ministry got started and Debbie Mulinex prepared us for
the scheduled activities.
 In addition to spending time with the women at the center,
the staff gave us opportunities to make home visits, which
meant making brief friendly contact with the prostitutes
outside the bars.  Both experiences were great ways to share
God’s love.   It was hard to leave this special place but the team was glad to help fill a need in their workroom by purchasing
a sewing machine at a near-by mall (photo above).
 In Iloilo, our tour included two schools, one at Antique Christian Center where we helped them celebrate their 60th
anniversary of education, and Veterans’ Village, a school sponsored by White Cross. Everywhere we went we were thanked
over and over for sending White Cross supplies, and they made sure we saw pictures of how those items were used.
 Sunday we attended Jaro Evangelical Church, the first Baptist church in the Philippines started by missionary Rev. Eric
Lund in 1900. Our team sang and I played my flute during the offering.  It was a joyous time for all.
 Other highlights included visiting Capiz Emmanuel Hospital, meeting with CPU president Dr. Robles, visiting Iloilo
Mission Hospital, and traveling by boat to visit Bacolod Convention Baptist College and Bacolod Christian College.

By Gary Martin
 A mission excursion team of nine people from Iowa, Minnesota and
Colorado recently walked along side of AMOS Health and Hope in
Nicaragua for eight days. The trip was the first of its kind for AMOS. The
focus of the trip was to learn the history of the ministry of AMOS and see
cultural highlights in Nicaragua. The trip was coordinated by Bruce Van Der
Beek from First Baptist of Greater Des Moines, IA.
 In place of doing physical work on a needed project, the team sent
money ahead to fund a water repair project in the village of Tapasle. The
funding enabled the community to repair their 25 year old pipes, which had
become inefficient, not allowing water to get to the local school. The
community organized seven groups of ten people each, assigning them days to work on the needed repairs.
 The mission excursion team spent two days walking with the people of Tapasle. In addition to receiving a tour of the
water system repair, we walked through rural fields to do home visits with persons having health concerns. The local health
promoter and assistant accompanied us to the homes. In the afternoons the team led a time of handcrafts for women, and

Bible school type time with the children.
 The list of cultural experiences was long. A highlight was visiting an
AMOS health promoter in another rural village who gave a tour of his
organic coffee growing operation and invited us into his home for coffee
tasting. The group toured historic sites in downtown Managua, a former
underground prison, a Catholic cathedral in the city of Matagalpa, scenic
mountain overlooks and spent a day at a resort on the Pacific coast. Each
day time was given for reflection on what we had observed and several
days included study on the topic of our perceptions of poverty.
 AMOS Health and Hope is run by our International Missionaries Dr.
David and Dr. Laura Parajon. If you have an interest in walking with
AMOS on a mission excursion trip contact the Mid-American Baptist
Region office.
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Summer Camp 2016 will start
at Dayton Oaks on June 12.
Online registration is available
through our website,
www.daytonoaks.org under our
summer camp page.  Call the
camp office at 515-547-2417
for any questions during
normal office hours.   Our
summer camp theme is
“Glow”, based on Philippians
chapter 2.

Changes in Leadership at Forest Lake
 Paul Ostrander has been named part-time Interim
Manager for Forest Lake Camp. Christian Krohg has been
named part-time Interim Program Director for the camp.
Both can be contacted by email at forestlake@mid-abc.org.

 The first lodge
unit at Dayton Oaks
has been remodeled
and is ready for use.
Donations are being
sought to complete
the last five lodge
units. A unit includes 2 rooms with the bathroom. Cost of
renovations were about $3000 per unit. You may donate
through your mission giving or send your donation directly
to Dayton Oaks, with the notation “Lodge Room Remodel”.
You can also donate to the 12 X 12 Club which will help
fund this project.

Camp on the Rock Jr. Grades 5-6 June 12-17 $265
Paintball Camp  Age 11 & up June 19-24 $345
1-2 Cabin Camp  Grades 1-2 June 26-28 $135
3-4 Cabin Camp  Grades 3-4 Jun 28-Jul 1 $160
Horse Camp Grades 4-12 July 10-15 $335
Fishing Camp  Grades 4-12  July 10-15 $270
Mission Work Camp Grades 7-12 July 10-15 $160
9-12 Cabin Camp  Grades 9-12 July 17-22 $265
Camp on the Rock Grade 7-12 July 24-29 $265

Costs are shown with early bird pricing.
Please note after May 14th all camps increase in cost by

$25

It’s All New to Me Camp June 20-21 $60
  Entering kindergarten children w/one adult
Deep and Wide Camp  June 27-29 $110
 Entering 1st and 2nd grades
Sick & Twisted Camp  July 11-16 $250
 Entering 7th -12th grades
Cool Kids Camp   July 18-23 $250
 Entering 5th and 6th grades
Explorers Camp   July 25-30 $250
 Entering 3rd and 4th grades
Follow Camp (traditional) August 1-6 $250

Costs are shown with early bird pricing.
Note that after May 4th, weeklong camp prices

increase by $25.

 Dayton Oaks will have two Spring Clean Up
opportunities on April 23rd & May 21st.  Lunch will be
served both days, and work hours will be from 9am to
4pm.  Please call 515-547-2417 or email us at
mabcamp@lvta.com so we can plan for the noon meal.

Summer Schedule

Summer Schedule

You can register online for either camp from the Region
website, www.mid-abc.org.

 Forest Lake Camp
will host a work week
April 16 - 22. For further
information call 641-684-
8908, or email
forestlake@mid-abc.org.

REMODEL
UNDERWAY
AT DAYTON

OAKS

Come and experience Forest
Lake Camp Kickoff Day on
Saturday, April 23, beginning at
10:00 a.m.  Everyone is invited to

spend the day with lots of fun activities planned.  Bring the
whole family, the whole church or the whole neighborhood!

 Volunteer Coordinators are
needed for Forest Lake's All New to
Me camp (June 20-21) for
kindergarteners and Deep and Wide
camp (June 27-29) for children entering Grades 1 and 2 in
the fall.  Interested persons should contact Christian Krohg
at forestlake@midabc.org.
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 First Baptist Church of
Malvern, IA, honored Pastor
Shirley Albert for 25 years of
dedicated service on Sunday,
Feb. 7, 2016. A World Day of
Prayer service was held at the
Baptist Church Friday, March 4,
2016. The program was written
by the women of Cuba.  Fifteen

Methodist and Baptist friends were present.  Following
the program, refreshments of Cuban sliders, empanadas,
fruit cup and fruit punch were enjoyed by all attending.

 Galilee Baptist Church, Des Moines, IA, will be
celebrating 100 years of ministry with a time of
fellowship on Saturday, April 23, from 1-5 p.m. They are
located at East 22nd and Des Moines Streets. Alan
Mangum is the pastor.

 Pastor Steve Miller
was installed at First
Baptist Church of
Camanche, IA. Dr.
Marshall Peters took part
in the service, held on
Sunday, January 31,
2016.

 Over spring break, eight members of First Baptist
Church of Ames, IA, traveled to Kansas City, KS, to
work at the Bethel Neighborhood Center.  Bethel is an
American Baptist ministry that has been serving its
diverse neighborhood for over 100 years. It offers a
multitude of programs including various programs for
senior adults, after-school children’s programs, youth
programs, community meals, a food pantry, and a weekly
worship service.
 The team planned to assist
with some of the programs for
seniors, and help with a major
project of  installing/extending a
chain link fence around a
playground area. The playground
is used on a daily basis in warmer
weather during school and
throughout the summer.

M-ABC Quilters’ Retreat
Lou Ann’s Quilt Garden

Oelwein, IA
April 29-May 1, 2016

Limited to 20 participants
Cost: $130

Two nights’ lodging and five meals
included

Beginning and experienced quilters alike are welcome!
Enjoy working on your own projects

and collaborate on a mission project as well.

Registration forms are available to download from the
Region website, www.mid-abc.org,

or you can register online from the same website.
Look under Events for the Quilters’ Retreat links.

 We extend our sympathy to the family of Rev.
Edward Newman who passed away on January
17, 2016 at the Hospice House in Ottumwa, IA.
Ed served American Baptist Churches in
Hillsboro, Bonaparte, Rome, Lockridge and First
Baptist in Ottumwa, IA.  He is survived by his

wife, Vivian, and several children.

 Rev. Eldon Elmore, former Director of
Forest Lake Camp, passed away February 23,
2016, in Kansas. Eldon had served as pastor of
Renwick and Corwith congregations in Iowa,
and had retired from Rainbow Acres, where he
had served as Ranch Director and Director of
the Palmer Community Center. He is survived by his
wife, Susan, and daughter, Amy.
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Featuring Missionary
Speaker

Mercy Gonzalez-Barnes
Serving in Mexico and Cuba

Area II
Downey Baptist Church (West

Branch)
Friday, April 8

Area III
Forest Lake Camp

Saturday, April 9, 9:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $10

Registrations should be sent to First Baptist Church,
709 Independence St., Pella, IA 50219 by 4/4/16.

Area IV
Westover Baptist Church, Des Moines

Saturday, April 2, 9:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Luncheon $6

Reservations due by 3/28/16 to Jeanne Miller
at 515-278-5627.

3D - National Event
for Women of All Ages

July 21-24, 2016
Hilton Washington

Dulles Airport Hotel
Herdon, VA

 This national event promises
to be like nothing you’ve
experienced before!
 Come dwell with God and
one another.
 Come discover how God
calls us to build beloved
community in our world.
 Come deepen your
discipleship and walk with your sisters along their
discipleship journey.
 Our region has grant money designated for AB Girls
to attend this event. Contact M-ABW President Susan
Price for more information.
 Plan to stay a few days after the main conference and
register for one of four after-event opportunities.
 Information is available at
www.abwministries.org/events.

Love Gift Totals

2014 Total - $16,004.73
2015 Total - $17,041.23
2016 YTD - $1,152.71

Mid-American
Baptist Women’s

Ministries
Conference

June 24-25, 2016
Wartburg College

                      Waverly, IA

 Our conference committee is hard at work ironing out
the many details for the conference. Don’t miss this
wonderful opportunity to renew friendships and make
new ones. Invite your friends! Encourage your church to
support women of all ages and girls in grades 6-12 to
attend. Watch the region website, www.mid-abc.org, for
online registration.

Mid-American Baptist
Women’s Officers

President - Susan Price
Secretary - Jeanne Miller
Treasurer - Donna Liscum

Showering
God’s love
across the

United
States and
around the
world since

1919.

Learn more at
www.abc-

whitecross.org.

 Has your church made a
contribution to White Cross?  This
year each American Baptist Women’s
group was encouraged to increase their
giving as they chose their own cash
quota and how much overseas
handwork they would care to do.
 First Baptist of Greater Des
Moines chose to use their cash
donation to support the work of AMOS
Health and Hope in Nicaragua. An
all-church farm-type dinner with a pie
auction helped raise the money. Brown
bags of bandage strips were set out at
the dinner for families to take home to
roll, then return to the church to be sent
to mission hospitals in the Congo.

Love Gift -
A personal gift to
American Baptist

mission in response to
God’s blessings.
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Iowa Religious Media Services held its 30th
Anniversary Celebration during the 2016 Annual
Meeting and Re-Covenanting Service on
Wednesday, January 13, 2016.  At the meeting,
after describing several organizations who have
faced challenges and solved them through
determining an Elegant Solution, Sharon
Strohmaier, Executive Director of IRMS said,
“IRMS is an Elegant Solution. Thirty-six years
ago, when media was just beginning to play a
much larger role in our lives, denominational

representatives gathered to determine how it is best to address this change in communications media. They wanted to take
the work to the next level and to do together what none could do as well alone.”

IRMS reaches this anniversary milestone, in partnership with six mainline denominations, in no small part through the
vision, hard work, and support of countless churches and members of the Mid-American Baptist  Churches.  Jim Laupp,
pastor of First Baptist Church in Fort Dodge, currently serves as the
President of the IRMS Board of Directors.

The church today faces a wide array of changes.  Those
individual congregations and denominations that will not only
survive these challenges but thrive are those that take advantage of
every available resource.  Has your congregation purchased an
IRMS subscription to gain access to the vast IRMS collection?  If
not, we invite you to find the Elegant Solution through IRMS.

Iowa Religious Media Services continues a long tradition of
service, offering over 10,000 resource titles to subscribing churches
and their individual members at no additional cost.  Non-subscribers
may also use IRMS resources for a nominal weekly rental fee.  To
learn more about IRMS or to search the complete catalog for other
resources of interest, go to www.irms.org  or call 515-277-2920.

L to R, President Rev. Jim Laupp and
IRMS Executive Director Sharon

Strohmaier


