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 We are pleased to announce the addition of three Associate Region Ministers, effective January 1, 2016.  The Board of
Region Ministries voted to try a new model to have several part-time people assist in the work of the Region, with each
working different amounts of time based on their availability.  Rev. Gary Martin will serve two days a week, Rev. Carol
Teare one day a week, and Rev. Ashley Whitaker two days a month.  Executive Minister Rev. Dr. Marshall Peters says,
“I’m excited about this new team of Associate Region Ministers and the giftedness they will bring to our work together.”
More specific contact information and ministry assignments will be shared at the beginning of 2016.

 Rev. Carol Teare is honored to have the
opportunity to serve the Region in this
new capacity. Building relationships will
be her key priority, and she hopes to be
present for the celebrations, needs, and
concerns of  churches and pastors.
 Carol has been on staff in a church since
she was 17 years old. Her path to

ordination began with music ministry, and she has served as
church organist, choir director, and associate minister in
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches.  Carol
received her seminary training at the United Theological
Seminary of the Twin Cities, and discovered through her
ecumenical experiences that she truly is American Baptist
through and through.
 Carol is one of the pastors at First Baptist Church of
Waterloo, IA, the church where she was raised and ordained.
She was president of the Fellowship of American Baptist
Musicians for four years, and has served on the Mid-ABC
Ordination Commission B.  Carol believes strongly in
lifelong learning, and is currently training at Mayo Clinic to
be a teacher/trainer on wellness and integrative health. She is
excited about learning, and passionate about the holistic view
of health in body, mind, and spirit.
 Carol and her husband Toby have been married 40 years,
and have a son, daughter, and six grandchildren.

 Rev. Ashley Whitaker, pastor of
The United Church of Mapleton, MN, is
excited about her new part-time role as
an Associate Regional Minister for Mid-
American Baptist Churches. On a
personal level, the new position will help
her continue to get better connected to
the Region, providing opportunities for

growth as an individual Christian, pastor, and servant in
Christian ministry. One of the challenges of this Region is
that it’s geographically extensive. Ashley hopes to help better
provide services, ministries, and connections of the Region to
our churches in Minnesota.
        Born into a nominally Catholic family, Ashley became
an American Baptist through her husband, Jeff, whom she
met at William Jewell College. Jeff and Ashley started
attending Prairie Baptist Church (Kansas), where Dr. Heather
Entrekin helped Ashley learn more about American Baptist
identity and also helped Ashley discern her call to ministry.
        Ashley graduated from William Jewell in 2009 and went
on to study at the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, CO,
receiving her Master of Divinity degree in 2012. While in
Denver, she served as an intern at Calvary Baptist Church and
was ordained there as an American Baptist minister. Ashley
and Jeff, who works as an IT recruiter, were blessed with their
son Isaac’s birth in January 2015.

 Rev. Gary Martin is glad to be back in the Mid-American Region where he was nurtured and encouraged
to become a minister. His home church of Renwick, IA, helped him financially as he pursued his Master of
Divinity degree at Central Baptist Theological Seminary in the late 1990’s, and he sees this new Associate
position in Region ministry as a way to repay their investment in his life. Gary’s original vision of his calling
was to serve  bi-vocationally, and is excited that the Region board is willing to try this model of ministry.
 Gary was the bi-vocational pastor of the First Baptist Church of Lindsborg, KS, from 1998-2014, and was
active in the American Baptist Churches of the Central Region (ABCCR) during that time. He served on
several committees and a task force, and was President of the Board of the ABCCR in 2012-13. In 2011,

Gary completed coursework for a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit Management.
 The other aspect of Gary’s vocation is restoring interiors and tops on antique and custom vehicles, as owner/operator of
Goldfield Trim & Upholstery. Three vehicles trimmed by Gary have been featured on the covers of magazines such as Rod &
Custom and Classic Chevy.  Gary is married to the Rev. Brenda Stalbaum Martin, and lives in the Des Moines area.
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 My wife and I
welcomed our first
grandchild into the world
back in October.  My son
and daughter-in-law have
been living with us for a
few months before they
prepare to move to
Michigan in January so he
can continue his seminary

studies.  This has meant that we have had a lot of time to
interact with our new granddaughter.
 It has been a long time since I have had a baby around
the house.  I had put out of my mind how vulnerable and
reliant a baby is on those around her.  I have been
reminded of how they need care at all times and what her
parents (and by extension, her grandparents) have been
entrusted with.
 As we celebrate Christmas this year, it has extra
meaning for me as I think that God was willing to send
Jesus as a baby into the world.  God was willing to
become vulnerable and put trust in a woman and man who
would raise and nurture this baby into adulthood.  I’m
sure that God knew that these parents would sometimes
fail to be perfect, but God took that risk in stride in order
to give us the hope of salvation.

 If God was willing to entrust Jesus to Mary and
Joseph, maybe we need to be more willing to extend trust
to others in our world today.  Certainly people will fail us
on occasion.  However, we need to overcome the popular
mindset that nothing and nobody can be trusted.  This just
instills a fear in all of us that colors our view of others and
of God’s creation as a whole.
 One way that this fear has come into play over the last
month has been in relation to refugees coming to our
country.  In response to this, Duane Binkley, an ABC
missionary working with Karen and Chin people who
have come to the United States, writes “Jesus says that if
we don’t serve 'the least of these' we reject him and Peter
tells us when we reject those different than 'us' we oppose
God.  Since the beginning of our relationship with God
we’re told to love aliens, foreigners and strangers.  The
Bible is quite clear yet our tendency is to react with fear
rather than faith.  I pray we recognize refugees and
immigrants as a matter of faith and respond faithfully.
We do not need to give in to our fears and over-react as
has happened in the past.”
 My prayer for us this Christmas is that we might all
rediscover the type of faith that God placed in us to come
to the earth as a baby.  May we live and act with that same
faith, love and compassion in the coming year.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

 Susan Gillies was elected to serve as
Interim General Secretary by the Board of
General Ministries of American Baptist
Churches USA at its meeting on Thursday,
November 12, 2015. Gillies began this new
role on December 1, 2015, and will serve in the
position until a new General Secretary is
named.
 “At a time of significant change in
American Baptist life, Susan Gillies brings a
steady spirit, exceptional experience, and
ample administrative skills to the Office of the
General Secretary as its Interim,” said ABC
President Don Ng. “After 14 years of humble
and dedicated leadership by Rev. Dr. A. Roy
Medley, Susan Gillies will continue the clear
direction of the denomination to assist ABC
churches to adapt to societal and religious
changes in our world through the Transformed
by the Spirit initiative.”
 Gillies retired in 2010 after serving ten
years as Executive Minister of the American
Baptist Churches of Nebraska. She recently
served as the chair of the 2015 Biennial
Mission Summit in Overland Park, KS.

A Quilt of Valor was made by participants at the M-ABC Fall Quilters’
Retreat.  These special quilts are made to cover service members and

veterans touched by war with comforting and healing.

 Entries are now being accepted for the 2016 Religious Liberty Essay
Scholarship Contest, sponsored by the Religious Liberty Council of the
Baptist Joint Committee.
 All high school students in the classes of 2016 and 2017 are eligible
for the contest, which offers up to $2,000 in scholarship money and a
trip for two to Washington, D.C.  Further details and the topic of the
essay are available at http://bjconline.org/contest/.
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In November, I was in
King of Prussia, PA, with
about 100 pastors, region
staff, and national staff to
discuss and make a way
forward for the
denomination. It was an
opportunity to look at the
world we live in, the
challenges we face, and to
set priorities for our work
going forward. It was a
busy, tiring, but valuable
experience with a hopeful end of
helping our churches encounter
these challenges too.

The time we had together
began with some opportunities to
break the ice, get to know some
things about each other, and begin
the process of working together for
a goal. It was cheesy, and we
learned a lot about how poor
pastors are at geography, but it got
us started. Also, out of the groups
formed during ice breakers, we found our
team for prioritization. The next step was
choosing from a large list of priorities to
establish 5-7 that would be most important
for this season of ministry. It was clear that
all the priorities matter, and many are
continuing to be worked on, but we would
have to choose the things that our efforts
could be put into going forward. The list of
priorities came out of table conversations
at the 2015 Mission Summit this past
summer.

As a group of 5-6, we would go to each
theme, discuss its importance to us, and
mark it with up to three dot stickers
according to our group’s priorities. This process didn’t
seem like it would be very helpful, but it was surprisingly
challenging and positive. The things I expected to care little
about were made clear as priorities to many outside my
realm of ministry, and vice versa. The process was great and
we eventually, through the dot-sticking process, were able
to set seven main priorities (see box).

The next step was to choose a priority that each one of
us was interested in to form a new group and write a case
statement about it. These statements would be used to give
a clear understanding to the priority, and to help our
churches see the need to address them. (Again, this doesn’t
mean we stop doing ministry in other areas. In many cases,

the ABC/USA is already doing a lot of work
on the other topics so they are not included in
the top seven.)

I chose “Gospel in a Rapidly Changing
Society” because I see a real need for our
churches to learn to bring the Gospel into our
context, which is definitely changing all
around us. We had a large group, which broke
into two in order to work in smaller teams.

Then we talked. We talked and talked and
talked some more. Did you know that pastors
like to hear their own voices? It’s true. In fact,

the biggest struggle of the
week for me was that in these
groups, we seemed to be trying
to solve the problem rather
than clarify it. But eventually,
we made our way through the
guided questions so that we
could put a statement together.
(Shout out to Deborah Jackson
of Ministers’ Council for
taking all our comments and
compiling them into
something legible.)

Among all the work, thought, and
conversations, we were led into worship by Zina
Jacque; who challenged us, encouraged us, and told
us to rest or die. :)

I’m grateful for the opportunity to be a part of
this process. And I’m hopeful for the future of our
denomination and our work for Christ. There are
great challenges ahead; like learning to love,
worship, and do ministry together even when we
disagree; like replacing the humble leadership of
Roy Medley, who I was blessed to have as a part of
my group that week and is retiring. But in the midst
of these challenges, I am praying that we can do
great things together for the Kingdom.

By Rev. Regan Stoops, First Baptist Church of Mt. Pleasant, IA

Seven Main Priorities
● Next Generation of

Leaders
● Violence
● Discipleship
● Poverty
● Gospel in a Rapidly

Changing Society
● Women in Ministry
● Alternative Models for

Pastoral Ministry
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Bell Choir performs at AltamontPraise band at Mt. Pleasant

Discussion group at Altamont;
Worship at Mt. Pleasant Discussion groups at Woodbury

Good food and fellowship at
Waterloo

 Many thanks to our hosts - Altamont
Baptist Church, IA; First Baptist Mt.
Pleasant, IA; First Baptist Waterloo, IA;
and Woodbury Baptist Church, MN.
The gatherings were times of worship,
discussion, fellowship, and food.

Below left, barbecue at Mt. Pleasant
Below right, salads at Altamont
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Stamp till you cramp - Card Making
Weekend

January 22-24 (8 p.m. Fri - 1 p.m. Sun) - 30
spots available; $100 includes lodging,
meals, snacks, materials to make 40 cards.

Flyers with additional info are at available
www.daytonoaks.org

Scrapbooking Weekend
February 19-21 (8 p.m. Fri - 1 p.m.
Sun) - 30 spots available, $85 includes
lodging/meals/snacks/materials to
make 10 pages, flyers with additional
info are at www.daytonoaks.org

 Please consider becoming a Partner in Region Ministry, financially supporting the regional ministry that we
hold in common.  Now, more than ever before, we need your assistance.  Your tax-deductible gift will assist in
providing resources for our local churches so that they may become stronger and more effective witnesses in their
local communities.  Some of the ministries that gifts to the Region have enabled over the past year include:

Fill out the form on the back of this page of the Communicator and mail to:
Partners in Region Ministry

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 NW 86th St., Suite 15

Des Moines, IA  50322

· Training and preparing individuals for ordained ministry
· Support for Region camping and youth programs
· Conflict intervention in local churches

· Renewal resources and training for local churches
· Assisting congregations in stewardship planning
· Plus many, many other areas of ministry

 The Dayton Oaks Camp
work week for volunteers was
held the third week of October.
Twenty-one volunteers from
nine church families provided 51
work days of labor. Three were
first time volunteers. Thank you
to all who participated!

 Outdoor activities included the installation of new soffit and fascia on Cabin #2 (this was part of the Adopt-a-Cabin
project). A large supply of firewood was cut, split, and hauled, filling the shelter. Lawns were cleared of leaves. Sticks and
trash were removed from the roofs of all buildings. Indoor projects included work on the motel rooms remodel, a high
priority project.  The floor in Room 3 was tiled and grouted as well as the bathroom walls. Cabins and retreat house were
cleaned. In the Lodge, the baseboards were scrubbed and repaired and other dusting completed. In the kitchen, the
cupboards were thoroughly cleaned. Some electrical work was done, including replacing florescent light fixtures. On
Saturday, a church team visited the camp to explore the possibilities of “adopting a cabin.” This is a program that can help
Dayton Oaks Camp to keep the buildings and grounds in good shape while budgets are being stretched.
 Fall was in full color during this work week at the camp and it was a joy to work hand in hand with God’s children at
one of God’s special places. by Gary Morrison

 Many thanks to Rev. Timothy Curtiss, who has
served as Director of Forest Lake Camp for over two
years.  Tim will be finishing his service at the camp at the
end of December.  He will continue on as pastor of
Bethany Baptist Church, Ottumwa, IA.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
 If you are doing your Christmas shopping at
Amazon.com, please remember to start at
smile.amazon.com and select Mid-American Baptist
Churches as your charity.  A small percentage of your
purchase will be given to the Region to help fund our
ministries.
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First Baptist Church of Ames, IA, sponsored a Great Day of Service on Sunday, October 18th. They had an 8-minute
worship service, then spent the morning serving others. Some of the projects are pictured above; outdoor work at a local
agency, making baby blankets for the Primary Health Care clinic, and putting together hygiene kits for refugees.

I want to support our Region’s ministry and be a:
Associate of Region Ministry (Gift up to $100)
Friend of Region Ministry (Gift of $100 - $249)
Sustaining Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $250 - $499)
Renewing Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $500 - $999)
Transforming Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $1,000 - $4,999)
Visionary Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $5,000 or more)

Amount Enclosed $_____________
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
Phone: __________________________________
Email: __________________________________
     Please do not add my email address to the Region email list
     Please contact me about Planned Giving and/or Estate Planning
     Please keep my gift confidential

r
r
r
r
r
r

r
r
r

 The American Baptist Girls
(ABGirls) group from First
Baptist Church, Waterloo,
IA, recently made and
delivered cookies to church
shut-ins.

Three Mid-American Baptist Churches received ABC/USA Matthew 25 Grant awards:
 First Baptist Church, Clinton, IA
$750 Grant will be used to continue to serve the homeless through the ongoing Brown
Bag ministry and provide Christmas gifts to homeless women and children who live at
Hightower Place.

 First Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN
$2,000 Grant will be used to fund a shuttle service to transport Karen people to nearby
Asian grocery stores twice a month.

 United Baptist Christian Church,  Duluth, MN
$3,000 Grant will be used to purchase winter clothing, health and hygiene supplies and
winter survival gear for the Street Outreach clients.

 The First Baptist Church of Eagle Grove, IA, celebrated their 125th anniversary in
October, 2015. An all-church gathering was held with a potluck dinner and a special
anniversary cake. The church was established in 1890 with 12 members, and has been
served by 41 pastors and located on three sites in Eagle Grove. The current pastor,
installed in November, is Rev. Steve Swanholm.



The Communicator

7

Love Gift Totals as of
November 2015

YTD - $14,470.18
Last YTD - $13,017.77

 Remind your high school seniors and college students
that they can apply for scholarships from Mid-American
Baptist Women’s Ministries. Applications can be
downloaded from the Region website, www.mid-abc.org,
by clicking on Ministries> American Baptist Women>
Scholarship Application. Applications must be mailed to
the address on the form by March 15, 2016.

  American Baptist
Women’s Ministries has
made a commitment to
expand the effectiveness
of our ministry with
young adult women. The
Young Adult Women’s
Ministries Advisory

Team (YAWMAT) will help regions envision new ministry
directions and how to broaden the outreach of current
ministries to reach more young adult women. I would like
to see our Mid-America Region ABW ministries welcome
new ideas and look at ways to encourage and invite young
adult women into our local groups and especially extend
invitations to young women to attend our upcoming June
2016 conference at Wartburg College. Make a list of at
least four young women that you are going to invite to

come with you in June. Ask your church to support them
with their prayers, child care issues, and assistance with
conference costs.
 Be sure to mark on your calendars July 21-24, 2016, for
“Dwelling, Discovering, Discipling – Dedicando,
Descubriendo, Discipulando”, a national event for women
of all ages! Held at the Hilton Washington Dulles hotel in
the Washington D.C. area, this national event promises to
be like nothing you’ve experienced before. Nola Crooks,
coordinator of the Midwestern Section, is looking into
chartering a tour bus for the trip. If you are interested,
please contact Nola at info@abwministries.org.

Susan Price
Mid-America ABWM

President

 At the Mid-American Baptist Women's Area III Fall Rally held at Forest Lake Camp,
attendees worked together to cut and package patchwork pieces for White Cross (photo at right).
The request was for 1000 pieces; they will be sending 2951 as of last count!

 The M-ABW Area IV Rally was held at First Baptist
Church, Churdan, IA. After listening to a presentation
about Burmese refugees, attendees participated in a
variety of service projects.

Making a meal for Beacon of Hope,
Ft. Dodge

These ladies cut 1400 muslin squares
for White Cross!

Tying quilts for Project Linus

allies

all

 After learning of the financial concerns of Dayton Oaks
Camp, the Glendale Community Baptist Church ladies aid
decided to help out. We will be having a bake sale every
month for the next year and the proceeds will be sent to
camp. We would like to challenge the other ladies aids for
their help towards camp whatever their talent may be. We
understand the necessity of camp for our youth. Many are
reached and accept Jesus there. We don't want to lose this
resource.                                                          Sharol Wilson
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Junior High Winter
Blast

January 15-17 (8 p.m. Fri - noon Sun)
Grades 6-9 - Cocoa, sledding, singing,
eating, snacking, playing, and chilling -
literally! Download registration forms from
www.daytonoaks.org or the M-ABC region website - Youth.

Don’t Miss Out on the Fun!


