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November 6-8, 2015
The Church on Northland, Cedar Rapids

Cost: $45 per person
Join us for a weekend of fun, powerful
messages, worship, laughter, a mission

project, games, meeting new people, and
encountering God!

Download registration forms and info
www.mid-abc.org

Region Youth and
Youth Leaders! By Jan Grogan

 American Baptist missionary Kristy
Engel recently connected with an eager
crowd from Westover Baptist and First
Baptist of Greater Des Moines in Johnston,
IA, who heard an update on how her ministry
has been changing in the past year.    With her
new title, ‘International Ministry’s Global
Consultant for Health’, she travels worldwide
assessing health related needs, learning of successes and struggles.
She is building relationships and sharing networking possibilities
with health leaders in all the countries she visits.

  Kristy shared about her conviction
that she should do what she could to help
with the horrific outbreak of Ebola in
Africa this past winter and spring.  She
trained in Brussels with Doctors Without
Borders before going to Liberia to help
Liberian trainers teach health care
workers infection prevention and control,
handling patients safely, and establishing
triage areas for assessing patients to keep
their clinics safe.  The immense challenge
of working in such stressful
circumstances was exhausting but
rewarding.

 Fear and self-preservation reactions among people in her
community were prevalent before she went, but support and
thankfulness for her safe return welcomed her back home.  In her 21
day in-home quarantine time her friends kept her in food and
necessities through the attached garage – supplies put into the garage
while Kristy remained in the house until friends were safely outside
again.  It was quite a neat system.  It was a great honor that Time
magazine conferred on those who went to Liberia to help, naming
them ‘Persons of the Year’!
 Kristy’s weeklong tour included several other Iowa churches –
Davenport, Waterloo, Charles City, Boone, Indianola, and Keokuk.
It was a good opportunity to renew our ties with her and her role as
our connection to meeting health needs around the world, and to
consider how Kristy's phrase to live by applies to each of us.

"Do what you can with what you have in the moment you have
been given!"

KRISTY ENGEL – MEETING HEALTH
NEEDS AROUND THE WORLD

Ebola Sprayer

M-ABC Fall Quilters’
Retreat

November 5-7, 2015
Dayton Oaks Camp
Info and registration at

www.mid-abc.org



The Communicator

2

This past weekend, Pope Francis
concluded his visit to the United
States.  From all reports, this visit
was highly successful.  Many were
noting that it was the first time in
many years where they saw large
rallies that did not have two or more
factions fighting against each other.
 As a Baptist, why am I writing
about this?  I am doing so because I

believe that we can learn from the example that has been
set by the Pope, both as churches and as individuals.  As I
read the news reports, I saw that they mentioned the
humility of the Pope and the way he sought to identify with
the common person and with those who have been
marginalized by society.  Simple gestures, such as taking a
subcompact car from the airport in Washington, DC spoke
volumes to those that were following the trip.
 In our lives, as individuals and as churches, we need to
remember that people are watching us and evaluating our
commitment to what we say by the everyday things that we
do.  We send messages to our communities about our
priorities more by how we live them out daily than we ever
could through our words.  Many cannot remember a single
word the Pope said, but they will remember that he used a
car that they might have.
 Another thing the Pope successfully did on this trip was
to identify with a culture that was not his own.  He had
never been to the United States before in his life.  However,

when he addressed Congress he used the examples of lives
of persons from the United States.  He understood that this
was a point of contact that would have meaning for us.
 In our lives, are we understanding the culture around us
and finding ways to relate the Good News effectively
within that culture?  Do we know enough about our
neighborhoods to the point that we know what really
matters to those neighbors?  I would invite our pastors to
put the dates of April 11- 13, 2016 on your calendars for
the Prairie Pastors Conference.  The theme for this will be
‘It’s a New Day in the Neighborhood’, talking about how
to more effectively understand and relate to the culture
around us.  More information will be coming out about this
conference at the beginning of the year and we have full
scholarships available to grant.
 Finally, the Pope focused on the positive while holding
firm to his beliefs.  I believe this was the thing that
impressed many people.  He was able to stand firm on his
faith, but did so without condemning.  Too often today, the
church is viewed as an institution that finds fault in others
in the world, rather than welcoming all those in need of
Christ – in other words, welcoming all the people of the
world.
 Even more than the current example of the Pope, we
have the example of Jesus.  He reached out to all people,
understood their situations and welcomed them to His side.
May we do the same in our lives and in our churches.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Deborah’s
House

Tijuana,
Mexico:
A Shelter

and a
Community

 In September, Dale Stevens and Byron Strom, members of First Baptist Church of
Greater Des Moines, IA, spent a week in Tijuana, Northern Baja California, Mexico. They
were volunteering at Deborah’s House, a shelter for abused women and children established
by the Baptist Women of Northern Baja, and supported by our American Baptist missionaries
Ray Schellinger and his wife, Dr. Adalia Gutierrez-Lee. A new 40 ft by 80 ft building has been
built to house an office, classrooms, sleeping quarters and a larger sewing room. The
immediate need was to supply electricity to the new building, and that was our task. During
the week of Oct 22-29 a team of 6 or 7 from our region will once again travel to Deborah’s
House and focus on completing the sewing room. It is a blessing to be working toward the
goal of a finished shelter, to be able to interact with the women and children there, to share
with them and to experience the love they have to offer.

by Byron Strom
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 Ever since Dave
Schwechel, pastor of the
First Baptist Church of
Iowa Falls, IA, has had a
home to decorate, he has
enjoyed sharing his love
of the Christmas season
with his neighbors.
Nine years ago, after
seeing on the internet
what other people were
doing with lights and
shapes, Dave took his
annual decorating to a
new level with music
and animation.
 This year’s theme will be based on candy canes.  Dave
changes the theme each year, along with the music,
arrangement of wire frame shapes, and the light sequence.
The half hour show runs from 5 to 10 p.m. nightly starting
on the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Visitors driving by can
tune in to 101.5 FM from their car radios to get the full
effect of the coordinated lights and music.
 Dave estimates that he puts in 8-10 hours of

programming time per
minute of the show, using
568 computerized
channels that can control a
string of lights or
individual bulbs.  Each
piece of music is broken
down into a tenth of a
second, combining with
many RGB (Red, Green,
Blue) bulbs to give Dave
practically unlimited
options for his light show.
The blubs he uses are
mostly LED, and he has
10,000 of them. During the

month of November, Dave (with a little help from his
family) sets everything up in the yard, running half a mile
of extension cords to connect all the displays.
 If you are traveling through Iowa Falls this December,
put 921 Coyla Street into your GPS and plan to spend some
time enjoying the lights!  Or check out Dave’s website,
christmasoncoyla.com, in early December for the 2015
video.

Kara Ruth Krohg was ordained in a service at First
Baptist Church, Pella, IA, on Sunday, July 26, 2015.
Kara is the associate pastor.

Rev. Susan Lester has been called as pastor of the
SouthCross Community Church in Burnsville, MN.
She began her service there on June 1, 2015.

 A new pastoral associate, Rev. Scott Roser, has been
called to the First Baptist Church of Iowa City, IA.
Scott started his work on August 1, 2015.

 The First Baptist Church of Fairfield, IA, has called
Rev. John Kermott as their new pastor.  An installation
service will be held on Sunday, October 18, 2015.

Rev. Steve Swanholm is the new pastor of First
Baptist Church of Eagle Grove, IA.  His installation will
be on November 15, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.

Rev. Tom Wheeler has been called as pastor of the
First Baptist Church of Atlantic, IA.  His first Sunday
was September 6, 2015.

 New Providence Baptist
Church in Confidence, IA,
celebrated 150 years of ministry
in a service on July 19, 2015.
Pictured are Rev. Mary Miller
and Rev. Alva Skiles, Pastor.

Rev. Bill Englund answered the
call in August, 1990, to serve First

Baptist Church of St. Paul, MN.  August 1, 2015 was his
25th anniversary of service at FBC, making him the
longest standing pastor who has served the church.  On
Sunday, July 26, 2015, Rev. Englund was recognized at
the 10:00 a.m. service for his ministry at FBC, followed by
a celebratory lunch.

 Welcome to the Iowa Zotung
Baptist Church, the newest
member of Mid-American Baptist
Churches.  The Iowa Zotung

Church is located in Des Moines, IA.

More church news on page 6……………………………..

Certain resources may now be accessed through video
streaming at Iowa Religious Media Services.  If you get
books on your phone or tablet, this may be something
you may wish to check into at www.irms.org.
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Forest Lake
Summer Camp

2015
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Dayton Oaks
Summer Camp

2015
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 When it was announced that RAGBRAI
(the Register’s Annual Great Bike Ride Across
Iowa) would be going through Alden, First
Baptist Church in Iowa Falls, IA, decided to
set up a booth selling pies.  Our goal was 200
pies – some described it as monumental for
the small congregation.  The pies were pre-
made but needed to be baked, so members
gathered at various locations and spent
approximately 12 hours baking the pies. The
next day we set up the booth (above) and
sold the first slice while setting up the
canopy.  By 1 p.m. all 1600 slices were sold
out!
 After selling the pies we left chairs so
people could sit in the shade and just talk and
rest.  Prayer cards were available as well as
cards describing the ABC’s of becoming a
Christian.  It was a great time of fellowship
and service. Dave Schwechel

   We extend our sympathy to the
family of Darlene Shepherd in her
passing on September 1, 2015. Darlene
worked in the region office of Mid-

American Baptist Churches from 1978 until 1994, serving
as bookkeeper and office manager, and was a lifelong
member of First Baptist Church, Greater Des Moines, IA.

First Baptist Charles
City, IA, continued the
tradition of the annual Hot
Dog Roast at the home of
Chuck and Dianne Souder on
September 13th. It was a
lovely evening for a hayride
(left) and a fitting conclusion
to the 160th FBC anniversary
celebration. The church hosted
Higher Power, a quartet from
Des Moines, for a morning
worship concert that same day.
The church is looking forward
to many more years of worship
and service to the community.
                             Ruth Yeaton

   The congregation of the First Baptist
Church of Malvern, IA, has been working
on raising funds for the repair of our
stained glass windows (photo at left). One
of our projects has been to place jars at
several different locations around town for
donations. The support of our community
has meant a lot to us and we are thankful
for their generosity in giving to the window
fund. Malvern has one of the most
supportive communities around our area.
The first window to be repaired was the

sanctuary window over the
baptistry in January 2014.
We then repaired three
windows at the back of the
church.
 This is a huge
undertaking and we
appreciate all the
contributions that have
been given for this project.
 We are proud to be
part of the community of

Malvern.  Recently we took part in the Malvern
Homecoming by decorating a float for the parade.  Our
theme was “Jesus is our Superhero, He has all the
powers.”

Pat Boydston

 The tiny sanctuary of
Downey Baptist Church in
West Branch, IA, was full
to bursting (left) as the
church celebrated its 150th
anniversary on Sunday,
September 20.  In the crowd
of about 112 people, many
had come from places all

over the United States to share in the historic occasion,
including former pastors and grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of some of the earliest members of the church.
The service included a time for sharing stories and memories,
the dedication of a new stained-glass window and new sound
system, the singing of "The Little Brick Church on the Hill,"
a hymn written at the time of the church's 75th anniversary,
and a challenging message by Dr. Marshall Peters, Executive
Minister.  Dr. Peters also presented a certificate of
recognition from the region to the Rev. Bruce McNeely,
pastor of the church.  A luncheon was served after the
service, followed by a concert by Dale Thomas and the
Adam's Apple Quartet. Bruce McNeeley
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ABW FALL RALLIES SISTERS IN THE SPIRIT

 The Region ABW-
Ministries Conference
Committee met in August
to start planning for the
2016 ABWM Conference
Come and "SEE" (Psalm
34:8) at Wartburg
College in Waverly, IA.

Marcia Street and Debbie Foust are conference co-chairs
and are lining up exciting speakers and small group leaders
for the two-day conference. Mark your calendars now for
June 24-25, 2016 at Warburg College. We will also
celebrate the 65th anniversary of American Baptist
Women's Ministries at the conference next year. If you, or
a woman you know, has been part of the AB Women's

Ministries since the charter year of 1951, we would like to
recognize you. Please contact me at 319-215-5433 or email
waterloofbc@yahoo.com.
 The conference committee has set a goal of 100
registered AB Women and AB Girls for our 2016
conference. If you have attended a conference in the past,
invite a first-timer to attend with you. Bring your quilters’
group, your circle, your Bible study class and don't forget
to invite girls from your church in grades 6-12!
 Your Mid-America Region ABW Board met at Dayton
Oaks Camp on September 26th and we covet your prayers
as we continue to "SEE" what God has planned for us.

Susan Price
Mid-America ABWM President

Love Gift Totals as of August 2015
YTD - $10,081.00

Last YTD - $8,665.16

MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

 The Area III Fall Rally will be held at Forest Lake
Camp on Saturday, October 10, with registration beginning
at 9:00 a.m.  Amy Vader Weerdt will do a presentation on
internet safety. Attendees will have the opportunity to cut
3 1/2” by 5 1/2” patchwork pieces for White Cross.
 The Area IV Fall Rally will be held at First Baptist
Church, Churdan, IA, on Saturday, October 17, with
registration beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Jan Grogan and June
Peters will present “Information Gathering and Cultural
Adventure - Thailand and Malaysia”.  After lunch,
participants can choose from a variety of service projects
such as tying quilts for Project Linus, making casseroles
for a local ministry, and cutting White Cross squares or
weaving strips for Rainbow Acres.

 Twenty women and
girls from First Baptist
Church, Waterloo, IA,
spent a day at Holiday
Lake for “Sisters in the
Spirit.” Pastor Carol
Teare and Susan Price
led the group in
discovering a variety of
paths to prayer, Bible
Study, crafting and
outdoor activities.

 While attending the
American Baptist Churches
biennial meetings in Overland
Park, KS, Marcia Street collected
all the stamps for her Mission
Summit "passport" and won the
grand prize -- a new Apple watch!

 Are you a Vital Partner in
ministry with American
Baptist Women’s Ministries?
Vital Partners are individuals
or groups that give regularly
($120 or more per year) to
National Support of American
Baptist Women's Ministries.

 It's that time of year again!  The ABW Ministries’ annual
"Shine the Light" award honors exemplary women/women's
groups from local American Baptist churches for how they
shine Christ's light in the world.  Is there a woman or a
women's group that you would like to see recognized? Go to
www.abwministries.org and click on the headline, “…Seeking
Nominations for Shine the Light”.   Submit nominations
before January 31, 2016.

SHINE THE LIGHT AWARD



The Communicator

8

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA 50322-4306

THE COMMUNICATOR
June Peters, Editor

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15

Des Moines IA 50322-4306
515-278-1411 FAX 278-5865

office@mid-abc.org
www.mid-abc.org

We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.

The COMMUNICATOR

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DES MOINES, IOWA
PERMIT NO. 2599

 Thirty-two
Wisdom Seekers
from nine
different Mid-

American Baptist Churches
took a leisurely cruise on the
Mississippi River near
Moline, IL, on September 23,
2015.
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 The First Baptist Church of Boone, IA,
participated in the annual Pufferbilly Days parade,
helping to celebrate Boone's 150th birthday. The
float, pictured above, was a giant birthday cake with
wishes for the community of Boone to "Enjoy the gift
of God's love –  yesterday, today, always!"


