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MARY MILLER ACCEPTS
CALL TO SERVE AMERICAN

BAPTIST CHURCHES OF
MASSACHUSETTS

Donna Liscum, right, helps new friends
sign in at the welcome desk.

Marcia Binkley
addresses the

conferees.

 We extend congratulations
and best wishes to Rev. Mary
Miller on her call to a new
ministry as Executive
Minister of the American
Baptist Churches of
Massachusetts.
 Mary will continue to
serve with us until mid-
August, when she will begin
this new position.  We thank
her for her 3 years of ministry
with us.

MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN
HOLD ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

 Marcia Binkley, American Baptist missionary to the
Karen in the United States, was the featured speaker at the
M-ABWM and ABGirls Annual Conference held Saturday,
April 25, 2015, at First Baptist Church of Greater Des
Moines in Johnston, IA.  Marcia’s morning presentation
centered on the experiences and challenges of Karen and
Chin refugees who have immigrated to the U.S., and her
afternoon study and discussion questions brought out
examples of refugees in the Bible, their treatment, their
importance to God, and the responsibilities of the host.
 Fellowship, fun, and service opportunities were also
packed into the short, one-day conference.  See more photos
from the conference on page six of this issue.

Above, conferees
process a mailing for
Bethel Neighborhood
Center in Kansas City
during the afternoon

service project
experience. At left, a

quilt is tied for Project
Linus. Right, women
gather in circles to

discuss the Bible study.
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By the time you read this, the 2015
American Baptist Churches
Mission Summit/Biennial will have
already taken place in Overland
Park, Kansas.  These biennial
meetings are an important time for
us as a denomination as they
remind us that we are part of a
larger family of Christians.  It also
provides the opportunity to jointly

discern what God is calling us to do in our world today
and allow us to pool our resources and gifts to carry out
these ministries.
 The theme for this year’s Mission
Summit was one of being on a journey.
We are all on journeys in our individual
lives and in these journeys we face
obstacles and hardships.  We also
encounter  times and places of joy and
celebration.
 However, we do not need to, nor
should we, embark on these journeys by
ourselves.  First and foremost, we have
Christ who travels with us and lightens
our loads.  But we are also called to
travel with one another – for support, encouragement and
to be there for one another when times get rough.  When
I go on a trip of some sort, I always want to travel with
someone else.  This creates a shared experience and those
on the trip can assist one another along the way and
provide the opportunity for deeper insights into what is

happening along the way.
 We live in a country and a culture that puts more value
on going it alone.  Many times it is perceived as a
weakness to want to have others to share our burdens.
But this is not the example that we see in the scriptures.
For example, Jesus sends out people in pairs and Paul
seeks to have others who will travel with him.  They knew
the importance of journeying together.
 So how do we journey with others?  We do so through
the fellowship that we build through our local
congregations.  We gather together, not only for worship,
but to provide mutual support along the journeys we face.
I also believe we journey together by being an active part
of the wider family.  There are many churches today that

are becoming increasingly inwardly
focused and independent.
However, I believe now is the time
to do just the opposite – for us to
work and share together in new
ways and to learn from each other.
 Over the past few years it has
become more difficult to find
people to fill some of our Regional
positions.  These are important
areas that need people willing to
journey together with others.  I
would like to start to build a

database of names of people who are willing to be
considered for future openings.  Please drop me an email
at exec@mid-abc.org if you would like to serve in a wider
capacity and embark on a new journey into the future.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER . .

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY

Prairie Pastors enjoy a break at a bowling lane.  Photo - Steve Wisthoff

 The latest issue of the Christian Citizen,
a publication of American Baptist Home
Mission Societies, highlights not one but
TWO of our Mid-ABC churches!
 Lani Schoepf at First Baptist Church of
Oelwein, IA, wrote "Blessing or Curse? A
Church's Response to a Community in
Crisis" which describes the "Cookin' Up
Cash for Cops" event which the church has
offered for the past six years.
 MaryJo Laupp at First Baptist Church of
Fort Dodge, IA, contributed "Take 2 Theater
Offers Hope to Small-Town Youth." Her
article describes their successful summer
performing arts program for teens in the
community.
 Both churches participated in the ABHMS
Missional Church Learning Experience.

 Mid-American Baptist Executive Minister Dr.
Marshall Peters was honored at the Prairie Pastors
Conference on the occasion of the 35th anniversary
of his ordination to the ministry.  The presentation
included a video of congratulations from American
Baptist Churches General Secretary Dr. Roy
Medley.

REGION CHURCHES
FEATURED IN THE
CHRISTIAN CITIZEN
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SUMMER CHILDREN’S
PROGRAM DOUBLES IN SIZE

VBS MISSION PROJECT
PROVIDES CORN FOR

FAMILIES IN CHINA

 First Baptist Church of Waterloo, IA, is in the midst of Friends in Fun
and Fellowship (FFF).  This summer program provides free fun activities
for children aged 4 through grade 5.  The program is underway at the
church from June 8 to July 10, and breakfast and lunch are both provided
free of charge by Waterloo schools for anyone under age 18.  This year the
numbers have increased, and about 75 children are participating in FFF.

 Chin Baptist Churches USA and Karen Baptist
Churches USA will receive the Suzan Johnson Cook
Religious Freedom Award for leadership in defending
God-given religious liberty for all. Both entities
unceasingly support and aid the Chin and Karen
peoples—both of which have been oppressed in their
homeland. Both organizations remain steadfastly
committed both to undergirding and uplifting not only
those who travel to the United States seeking refuge but
also those who continue to struggle under human rights
violations and religious persecution overseas.
 In addition, both organizations actively participate in
the Burma Refugees Task Force, a cooperative effort of
ABHMS and other ABCUSA entities that provides
diaspora communities in the United States with
information, resources, training, conferences and grants.
This award is named in recognition of the ministry and
leadership of Cook, first female pastor of American

Baptist Churches USA and
first woman president of
Hampton University
Ministers’ Conference. Cook
served as ambassador-at-large
for International Religious
Freedom under President
Barack Obama.

CHIN BAPTIST AND KAREN
BAPTIST CHURCHES USA

RECEIVE AWARD
 The New Providence
Baptist Church in Confidence,
IA, held their annual Vacation
Bible School June 8-12, 2015,
with twenty-six students, seven
teachers and helpers, and eight
support staff using the theme,
“Searching for Jesus.” The
mission project for the week
was “Corn for the Lisu of
China.”  A total of $566.39 was
collected by the children, their

families and friends.  This mission project of American
Baptist International Ministries seeks to raise $10,000 by
the summer of 2015 to provide corn seed and training in
better farming techniques to 200 Lisu families in the
Kuanmang county of Southwestern China. This project
will provide five kilograms of good quality corn seed to
each family. Five hundred dollars will buy one ton of corn
seed.  It is anticipated that with an improved source of
income, the Lisu will have options to educate their
children and afford medical care.  Ninety-seven percent
of the families in Kuanmang county are devoted
Christians that worship daily in their own language.  How
appropriate that our children living among Iowa corn
fields contribute corn seed to those in dire need in China.
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CHURCH NEWSCHURCH NEWS CHURCH NEWS

First Baptist Church of Clinton, IA, is very excited
to have a new associate pastor. Jerry Danzinger, along
with his wife Tammy and children Nate, Nevah, Faith,
and Hope joined us at FBC in December 2014.
 Pastor Jerry will be investing his time with the Dare
2 Be Different youth group along with teaming with
Pastor Ron Lott with congregational and community
support.

Dr. Fran Pettigrew recently retired as pastor of First
Baptist Church, Eagle Grove, IA.  Her last Sunday was
May 31, 2015.

Rev. Diane DeSmidt is retiring from First Baptist
Church, Atlantic, IA.  Her last Sunday was June 28, 2015,
with a retirement party scheduled for July 12.

Westover Baptist Church, Des
Moines, IA, is excited to announce
the calling of a new pastor, Rev.
Gundar Lamberts.  An installation
service was held on Sunday, June
21, with Rev. Dr. Marshall Peters
speaking.  Pastor Gundar and his
wife, Kathy, come to us from
Fremont, NE.

Rev. Janell Bloem was
installed on April 19th as
pastor of the First Baptist
Church of Boone, IA.
Executive Minister Rev.
Dr. Marshall Peters brought
the message and
congratulations.

First Baptist Church of
Indianola, IA, celebrated its 150th
year of ministry in the community of
Indianola on June 12, 13, and 14. The
celebration began Friday with a cookout
followed by entertainment by the Kingdom
Clowns.  On Saturday an Ice Cream Social
was held with an old fashioned hymn sing
and performances by several musical
groups.  Sunday was a time of sharing
stories and a celebration worship service
with Rev. Dr. Marshall Peters speaking. The church began May
11, 1865, one month after the end of the Civil War, and strives
to faithfully serve the community today.

 Rev. Robert Noblitt, Jr. passed away March 1, 2015, in
Winnebago, MN.  Bob served as pastor of the First and Mt.
Olive Baptist Churches in Cherokee, IA, and also was an
interim minister.  He was an early president of Mid-American
Baptist Churches and served on the General Board of the
ABC/USA.  He is survived by his wife Marie,  his son Kenny,
and his daughter Ann.

 As the oldest church
in Charles City, IA, First

Baptist will celebrate its 160th Anniversary this July.
The church will have a float for the Fourth of July
parade. A brand new church cookbook will be available
for purchase that weekend.  The cookbook has recipes
from past and present members and acknowledges the
link between fellowship and food.
 On July 26th, the official anniversary weekend,
Associate Executive Minister Rev. Mary Miller will join
us for the 10:30 worship. A potluck featuring food from
the cookbook will be at 11:45. An afternoon program
with former members, community representatives, and
musical numbers will be at 1:00. A reception will follow
the program.
 Higher Power, a quartet from the Des Moines area,
will present a concert at 10 a.m. on September 13th and
this will be the final part of the 160th Anniversary
observance.  We are grateful for the opportunity to
worship and serve in Charles City for all these years.
You would be welcome at any of these events.

Anniversary Celebrations



The Communicator

5

FOREST LAKE DAY
OF APPRECIATION

FOREST LAKE
WORK WEEK

AMES MUSIC CAMP MID-ABC QUILTERS’ PROJECT

 Thirty-two volunteers from ten church
communities, including four first-time
volunteers, helped to complete many
projects during the April work week at
Forest Lake Camp. The new Don
Bramschreiber Memorial Playground was
installed and a new annex to the kitchen,
containing a commercial freezer and
commercial refrigerator, was completed.
Other projects included trail grooming,
bridge up-keep, backfill along the white
building and the new fence, pothole and rut
filling, leaf and stick removal, and spring
cleaning of cabins.

Gary Morrison

 The First Baptist 16th Annual Music Camp, Ames, IA,
was another wonderful week of joy and learning. The
theme of the week was "Happy"! The campers rejoiced
with "Psalms and Psongs", a collection of fun songs that
they performed on Friday, June 12.
 At camp there were many guest performers, including
Luciano Antonio - the Brazilian Jazz Guy, a string quartet,
an accordion player and an opera singer. The annual
Talent Show was held and was delightful with all the great
entries.

 About 60 people gathered at Forest
Lake Camp on Saturday, June 20,
2015, to celebrate and recognize many
who have contributed to the building
and supporting of the camp.  Camp

songs were sung, camp memories were shared, and good food was eaten.
Dale Thomas and Betsy Wotherspoon created a skit to go with our theme:
“Rooted in Christian Love.”  Tess Curtis sang and over 50 churches and
individuals were given certificates of gratitude along with a booklet written
by William E. Rathbun: Built by the People: The History of Forest Lake
Camp.

As each one left, they signed a leaf and placed it on Our Living
Tree, created by Bob Reiken and Sonja Van Dusseldorp. It has the history
- many names and dates - of those who helped grow Forest Lake Camp and
Conference Center.  During the summer, campers will be able to sign their
names on acorns and add them to the tree, so our tree will continue to grow
during the summer and years following.

Sonja Van Dusseldorp

 The Quilt of Valor made at the May 2015 Mid-ABC Quilt
Retreat was dedicated at First Baptist Church of Oelwein, IA.
The quilt will be given to a veteran, chosen at random from
nominations by retreat participants, after its completion.

Dayton Oaks 50 Year
Celebration/Reunion August 1-2, 2015

Go to www.daytonoaks.org for more info
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PHOTOS FROM THE MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S
MINISTRIES ANNUAL CONFERENCE, APRIL 25, 2015

Twenty-two women from several churches in Charles City, IA,
recently gathered for a day-long retreat under the leadership of Liz
Durben, missionary with Worldwide Evangelization for Christ
(WEC). The Durbens have been supported by First Baptist for 30
years and during that time often furloughed in Charles City.  Liz
and her husband Dan now work out of the WEC headquarters in
Philadelphia, PA.  Liz taught the women about spiritual pathways
and how each of us approaches God according to various aspects of
our personality. The day included a salad lunch and a time of
creating crafts to be used in the shoeboxes of Operation Christmas
Child.

ECUMENICAL WOMEN’S RETREAT

Above, Mid-AB women toss paper airplanes in the
church narthex for an icebreaker activity.

Left, women and girls line up
for an Asian luncheon buffet.

Over one hundred women
and girls attended the event.

Outgoing co-president, Jan Grogan, above at right,
and ABGirls leader Becca Whitaker join hands and
sing with new friends at the close of the conference.
Co-chairs of conference, Marcia Street and June

Peters, thank all who helped make the day a success.

Marcia Binkley, above at left, and Karen women from
St. Paul, MN, pose for a photo.  One of the goals of the
conference was to encourage interaction
between American Baptist women and

girls from different ethnic backgrounds.
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MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S MINISTRIES REGION
 PROJECT 2015-16         GOAL ~  $4000

Greetings from your
newly elected Mid-
American Baptist
Women’s Ministries
President! I am thrilled to
begin my term and
excited to attend my first

ABWM National Board Meeting in a few weeks. I will also
be attending Women’s Day and the Biennial Mission
Summit 2015 Gathering in Overland Park, KS June 25-28.
 After returning from the Mission Summit, I hope to
share lots of new ideas and information with our region
women’s groups and look forward to meeting many of you
in the future. Our new two-year theme, "See...", the 2015-
2017 ministry focus theme of American Baptist Women's
Ministries, will give us the opportunity to spend two years
focusing upon how we are seen by God, how we see God,
and how we are called to see the world through God's eyes.
I am open to invitations to your fall and spring gatherings
and your emails and phone calls as well. My email address
is waterloofbc@yahoo.com and cell phone is 319-215-
5433.
 Now here’s a little bit about me! I am the Christian
Education Director and Office Manager at First Baptist
Church, Waterloo, IA, and also direct the children’s choir

and bells. My husband, Dwayne, and I have been married
28 years and have two children and one grandchild. We
have been members of FBC Waterloo for over 23 years.
 Please keep me and all of our region churches in your
daily thoughts and prayers. I hope to see many of you in
Kansas City for Women’s Day and the Mission Summit!

Sincerely yours,
Susan Price

MID-AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S MINISTRIES

M-ABWM officers installed on April 25, 2015.

 The people of Haiti need access to safe, clean water. Since the 2010 earthquake,
there have been cholera epidemics, and more recently outbreaks of Dengue Fever and
Chikungunya. The people rely on dirty rivers where cows, dogs and people share the
same water.
 Installing water pumps with filtration systems to remove sediment and
contaminants, as well as chlorination systems, will give people in the villages of Haiti
safe, clean water to use for drinking, cooking and washing. Clean water will reduce
the spread of waterborne illnesses and help the people regain their health so they can
once again work and provide for their families.

 It is anticipated that this project will not only provide water
that is safe for drinking, cooking and washing, but also promote
health and improve the economic status for the villagers. This project will be managed by IM
missionary Nzunga Mabudiga, pictured at left with Kihomi Ngwemi, his wife. Together they serve as
a vital link between International Ministries and the Haitian Baptist Convention.
 Here are some of the ways our donation will be used:
●A gift of $50 will feed the men who will be digging for water for two days.
●$100 will buy some of the pipes.
●$250 will buy the valves necessary to control the flow of water.
●$500 will buy all the parts of a water pump.
●$735 will pay for labor and equipment to provide a pump for a village.

 Contributions to this project may be sent to the Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries treasurer, Donna Liscum.
Her address is 3396 Prairie Bend Circle, Marion, IA 52303.
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 On June 17th, a tragedy occurred at the historic
Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina.
People gathered for Bible study: men, women and children.
They gathered, devoting themselves to the pastor’s teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. In
the midst of this time of worship, a guest joined the Bible
study. He even remained with worshippers for nearly an
hour before opening fire, his words of hate extended as he
took the lives of the pastor, Rev. Clementa Pinckney, six
women, and two other men.
 In response to this inexplicable tragedy, the Ministers
Council offers our hopes and prayers. We pray that God
would bless and comfort the families of those who were
slain. We ask God to be with the members of the Emanuel
AME Church, and the people of Charleston, SC. We take
comfort in the fact that God is an ever-present help in the
time of trouble, and we pray that God’s Spirit would draw
us together and heal our hurt.
 But we also extend ourselves declaring that we cannot
be silent. We must speak out because hatred and violence
cannot rule the day. Fear and anxiety cannot hold sway.
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, of love,
and of a sound mind. With our power, we rise up to cry
violence and demand justice, lest the prophetic word of God

become like a burning fire in our bones. With our love, we
extend ourselves to overcome fear, because perfect love
casts out fear. And with our soundness of mind, we will
advocate for change. There is a wide diversity of thought
surrounding what should be done. But our diversity need
not be divisive. As we reason together, we can make a
difference. Following the Savior, we can lift up the third
way that seeks the greater good for all of God’s people.
 We pray for peace. We pray for healing. And we pray
that God would use us to advocate for God’s people.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DES MOINES, IOWA
PERMIT NO. 2599

THE MINISTERS COUNCIL, ABCUSA, OFFERS HOPES AND
PRAYERS FOLLOWING EMANUEL AME CHURCH KILLINGS

The Ministers Council of the American Baptist Churches released this response to the horrific event that took place
in Charleston, SC.  Let us all do whatever we can to ensure that events like this do not happen again in our country.


