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Photos clockwise from
left: Students in one of
the Chin schools in

Malaysia; Waiting room
in a clinic for

undocumented refugees;
Dancers at the 20th

anniversary celebration;
Baptism of 250 new
believers at Mae Rah
Moe camp; Karen

children in a refugee
camp.

 “Uncertainty” seemed to be the theme as our
Discovery Tour group visited refugees in Thailand &
Malaysia. Positive changes within some parts of Burma
have resulted in donors withdrawing funds from the
support of refugees, and the governments of Burma and
Thailand are talking about sending the refugees back.
Returning is not necessarily bad, but the border areas of
Burma are littered with land mines, much of the land the
people used to own was long ago taken away and given to
others, and many refugees are not considered citizens of
their own, or any other, country. The Burma army
continues to attack and persecute villagers, and parents
that used to grow rice for a living have children with no
experience in working fields. Unemployment is already
rampant in Burma so what will another 130,000
untrained, returning refugees do?
 Please pray for continued funding for refugees from
Burma, for food and supplies
and for an orderly process
that provides security and a
livelihood for refugees that
return to Burma.

Duane and Marcia Binkley
American Baptist

Missionaries
(Pictured at right with son

Sean)

Prairie Pastors Conference
Life Together: Who Cares?

April 13-15, 2015
Bellevue, NE

Speakers:
Debora Jackson, Executive Director,

ABC Ministers Council
Christian Collins Winn, Bethel University

St. Paul, MN
Go to www.prairiepastors.org for more information

and to register for this event.
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A group of nine persons from
the Mid-American Baptist
Churches spent their New
Year’s vacation on a discovery
mission trip to Thailand and
Malaysia to find more out about
the journey of the Chin and
Karen peoples from Burma
who have fled from violence
and injustice in their own
country.   While the purpose of
the trip was for us to learn more
about the plight of the refugees,
it turned out that our presence was a very important
reminder to them that they have not been forgotten.
Everywhere we went, there was a feeling that others are
making decisions concerning the future of the refugees and
that they are not included in the conversations.  They were
glad that we could learn and then share the information with
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other leaders
we met on the trip and into the future.
 In Thailand, we stayed three days in Mae Ra Mo, a
refugee camp of about 40,000 people.
We were also able to visit the largest
refugee camp in Thailand, Mae La, for
one afternoon.  One thing that struck us
is that the camps have become very
inaccessible and the refugees are more
locked in than before.  More than one
NGO expressed surprise that we were
able to get into these camps through
our contacts.
 A second part of the trip took place
in Malaysia and visiting the Chin
refugees that are in Kuala Lumpur.
There are currently about 40,000
refugees there, compared to the 130,000
that are in camps in Thailand.  The refugees in Malaysia are
not in camps and are considered to be there illegally by the
Malaysian government.  As we visited hidden churches and
schools, we became more aware of their precarious
existence in that country.
 Some overall learnings from our trip include:
● There is a universal concern by the refugees that

everyone is talking about their future, but they are not

being included in these conversations.
They are concerned that there seems to be
an exodus of NGOs and funding that is
heading into the country of Burma itself
and that their plight is being downplayed.
●The various NGOs that we talked with all
said the coming year would be the 'end
game' in some way for the refugees.    No
one really knows what that means or how
it might be negotiated, except that it
probably will not happen cleanly.
●Refugee groups say that they have good
relationships with United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and appreciate
their work.   However, they also say that the UNHCR
does not have anywhere near the capacity to keep up
with the caseload - in some cases being two years
behind.

● With a Thai military government, access to camps in
Thailand and the movement of refugees has been
limited.

● All reports that we heard from inside the country of
Burma in minority areas say that
conditions on the ground are
unchanged.    Fighting, and the
related atrocities, are still taking
place despite any softening of
language of the Burmese
government.
●People are not sure about the
outcome of the upcoming
elections in Burma.    However,
there is a feeling that with 25% of
the seats already reserved for the

military, it is unlikely that there
will be major changes.
 We will be receiving more Karen

and Chin refugees in our Region in the coming years.
Their new churches continue to grow as new refugees are
resettled in the United States.  It will continue to be the task
of all of us to assist these new congregations and
individuals as they strive to create a new life, free from the
many threats that they have faced.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

 Those who have signed-up for Minister's Council
membership by April 1st AND who register and attend
the Prairie Pastor's Conference in Bellevue, NE April
13-15 will receive a refund of your conference fee at
the gathering.

Jerry Bertelson
President, Mid-ABC Minister's Council

 Body Builders is an electronic newsletter published
twice a month by the Mid-American Baptist Region
Office. Keep up-to-date on Region and ABC-USA
news between issues of The Communicator. To
subscribe, send an email to: office@mid-abc.org. Please
include your first and last name plus city and state.

The group met with Chin and Karen leaders,
and worshiped together in churches.



The Communicator

3

Mid-American Baptist Churches is an Assisting
Region for Mission Summit 2015 June 26-28, 2015.
Volunteers are needed in the following areas:

· Childcare –
3-4 hour shift
(background check
required)
· Youth
Program – All day
commitment
(background check
required)
· Ushers –
Need 7 – 10 ushers
for rotation at 4
sessions

· Communion Servers – Sunday Morning
Worship

· Registration – 2-3 hour shift
· Prayer Wall – Assist posting prayer request

during breaks and before and after sessions.
For more information or to volunteer, contact Assisting
Region Contact, Coleen Remick at remickc@juno.com
or call 515-961-4419.

 Congregations, regions and community ministries
related to American Baptist Churches USA are invited to
apply for 2015 Justice for Children Initiative Children in
Poverty (CiP) grants from American Baptist Home
Mission Societies (ABHMS) for support of projects that
address children’s needs. At least 10 grants ranging from
$1,000 to $5,000 will be awarded.
 To access the grant application packet, visit
http://www.abhms.org> Ministries & Programs >
Children in Poverty, or contact the Rev. Lisa Harris Lee,
national coordinator, ABHMS Justice for Children
Initiative, at lisa.harris-lee@abhms.org or 1-800-222-
3872, x2158.
 Applications can be submitted online or printed and
sent by postal mail. No applications will be accepted via
email or fax. Applications must be received by or
postmarked to ABHMS by April 29, 2015.

 The Ministry Story Opportunity will encompass
stories from Transformed by the Spirit initiatives and any
other ministry initiatives that emphasize innovative
approaches to doing ministry. Additionally,
churches/ministries that have taken their own steps to
innovative ministry are also invited to share their stories.
Grants totaling $5,000 will be given to the top stories, and
these will be celebrated at the Biennial Mission Summit
in Kansas City in June 2015.
 The stories may be shared in either video or written
(with photos) formats. Videos and stories may be
submitted by local churches, regions, or entities within
ABCUSA.  All entries are due by May 1, 2015.
 Video submissions may be shared by
YouTube/Facebook/Vimeo/other video sharing link.
Written Ministry Stories should be submitted to
AmericanBaptist@gmail.com and will be posted on
ABCUSA website through a page put together
specifically for the Ministry Story Opportunities. Email
AmericanBaptist@gmail.com with additional questions.
 A selection process that leads to the top five videos
and the top two written stories will culminate in the
granting of monies to those ministries that are selected.
The finalists will be highlighted at the Biennial Mission
Summit and voting will culminate in final grant awards to
the top-voted ministry stories.

 Rev. Jerry Bertelson and The Church on
Northland  in Cedar Rapids, IA, invite you to join
them on a trip to the Holy Land in January 2016. This
trip is an 11-day tour of the sacred sites of the Bible,
including Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Mt. Carmel, the Sea
of Galilee, Jericho, and the Dead Sea. The tour dates
are January 11-22, 2016. The approximate all-
inclusive cost is $3,500. For an informational
brochure, or to register, please contact Rev. Jerry
Bertelson at pastor@thechurchonnorthland.com or 319-
363-1111.

Uniting to Serve
Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries

and ABGirls

Annual Conference
Saturday, April 25, 2015

First Baptist Church in Johnston, IA
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Encourage women and girls to attend
this one-day event

Speaker: Marcia Binkley
American Baptist missionary to the Karen in U.S.

Luncheon - Asian Cuisine
Information and registration forms will be

available soon - watch the region website
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YOUTH TRAINING ~ iLEAD

Congratulations to these churches who increased their giving to United Mission last year:
● Calvary Baptist Church, Albert Lea, MN   Clayton Balsley, Pastor
● Grace-Trinity Community Church, Minneapolis, MN Daniel Vigilante, Pastor
● The United Protestant Church, Silver Bay, MN   Paul Scaringi, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Atlantic, IA   Diane DeSmidt, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Boone, IA Janell Bloem, Pastor
● First Baptist Church-Church of the Brethren, Cedar Rapids, IA   Jerry Bertelson, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Clinton, IA   Ron Lott, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Council Bluffs, IA   David Bender, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Eagle Grove, IA   Fran Pettigrew, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Grinnell, IA   Dondrea Walker, Pastor
● First Baptist Church of Greater Des Moines, Johnston, IA   Tim Deatrick, Pastor
● New Providence Baptist Church, Melrose, IA   Alva Skiles, Pastor
● First Baptist Church, Mt. Pleasant, IA   Regan Stoops, Pastor
● First Baptist Church of Shenandoah, IA   Don Buttry, Pastor
 American Baptists have always been a people of mission; mission is in our DNA.    Our United Mission (UM)
contributions give concrete expression to this impulse and help us to be the hands and feet of Christ, from the local
congregation to all parts of the world.  It is through UM, our one family offering, that each giver is able to participate in the
total ministry of our American Baptist family. These gifts undergird every aspect of our life together.

 High school juniors and
seniors are encouraged to apply
for iLead, a program of training to
develop Christian leadership and
impact the world for Christ.
Participants will attend three
weekend sessions, to be held
October 16-18, 2015, January 8-
10, 2016, and February 12-14,
2016.  The session topics are God’s Story, My Story, and
Our Story.  Applications are available online through the
Mid-ABC website, under Ministries: Youth.  The deadline
for applications is May 15, 2015.

High school seniors and college students: Scholarships are
available from Mid-American Baptist Women's Ministries.
Download application forms from the Region website
www.mid-abc.org, and mail by March 15th to Dianne Van
Gorder at the address listed on the webpage.

SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINE
IMMINENT!

 After months of study, nearly 80 Karen pastors and lay
leaders graduated from the FOUNDATIONS Judson
Communities (FJC) ministry certificate program.  The
ceremony was held at First Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN,
on December 20, 2014.  Dr. Molly Marshall, president of
Central Baptist Theological Seminary, (pictured below)
presided over the graduation ceremony.

FOUNDATIONS JUDSON
COMMUNITIES GRADUATION
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 Janet Prideaux, First Baptist
Church of Greater Des Moines,
IA, is pictured with $177.91
collected for the Penny Project,
which raises awareness of
children in poverty in the U.S.
This amount, one penny per child,
represents 17,791 children.  There
are over 112,000 children in
poverty in Iowa, and over 183,000
in Minnesota.

First Baptist Church,
Malvern, IA, participated in the
community Festival of Trees held
on December 6, 2014. The theme
of their tree was “Remembering
and Thanking Our Veterans.”
Christmas cards were prepared for
the community to sign, and
afterwards a group from the First
Baptist Church, Pastor Shirley
Albert, Lil and Lonnie Campbell,
Phyllis Frederickson, and Pat and
Bob Boydston, went to the Omaha
VA Hospital to visit veterans and
hand out the signed cards.

 Congratulations to
Ashley and Jeff
Whitaker on the birth of
their baby boy, Isaac
John, on January 21,
2015. Ashley is pastor of
the United Church of
Mapleton, MN.

 We celebrate
with Rev. Ro
Sang, pastor of
the Des Moines
Chin Evangelical
Church, and his
wife, Abigail, the
birth of their baby
daughter, Olivia.

 The new associate pastor at the Des Moines Chin
Evangelical Church, Rev. WinTin (center), was
installed on Sunday, January 25, 2015.  The candidate
accepted the charge and was prayed for by the attending
pastors, including Rev. Marshall Peters, M-ABC
Executive Minister and Rev. Ro Sang, pastor of the Des
Moines Chin Evangelical Church.

 Rev. Janell Bloem has been called to be the pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Boone, IA.

 Donna Liscum, Mid-ABWM Treasurer, has a new
address:
   3396 Prairie Bend Circle
   Marion, IA 52303

Gabriel Dar Lian, pastor of the
Iowa Chin Baptist Church,
Urbandale , IA, and his wife, Tial
Nawn, are the proud parents of
baby boy Heaven KhamhTling
Lian, born February 3, 2015.

M-ABC Quilters’ Retreat
Lou Ann’s Quilt Garden

Oelwein, IA
May 1-3, 2015

Limited to 20 participants

More information will be available soon at
www.mid-abc.org

Look under Events for the Quilters’ Retreat links,
or call the Region office for information at 515-278-1411.
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 We were seated at tables in at
the Siloam Bible School in the
northern Thai city of Chiang Mai.
The building we were in was only
a couple of years old. Funds for
the construction had come
primarily from the Thai Karen
Baptist Women’s Organization
(TKBWO). Yulee Beh, a short
energetic woman with short hair,
described the history and work of
the organization. It was begun in
1958 with just a few women who
wanted to make a difference in

their world. The TKBWO has grown to over 9,000
members in 12 associations. Their focus is evangelism,
teaching,  supporting, and encouraging women’s groups
throughout Thailand, including some in very small villages
in remote regions. They support healthy living, recycling,
and promoting women scholars. They market handicrafts
that the women make. They are training up a new
generation.

 “Stand Up, Go Forward, and
Work Together” is the
organization’s slogan. The
TKBWO sets up prayer groups,
prayer partners, and shares good
news. They take time to go out, be
with, and listen to the women.
Yulee Beh said this may be the
most important thing that they do.
They know the importance and the
value of sitting and talking with
the women, who sometimes feel
isolated in their villages, to find
out what is on their hearts. They
join them out in the fields and pray
with them as they work alongside them. In this very
ordinary, practical way, the women open up to them as they
are planting, harvesting and gardening, away from their
husbands and families. They are able to speak openly about
fears, hurts and hopes.

Bill Englund, Pastor, First Baptist St. Paul, MN

 The discovery tour to Malaysia and Thailand was a thrilling
time for me. I had the chance to experience a vastly different
culture, its beauty, and its people, and see first hand that we as
American Baptist are impacting people greatly in a special
way. The most exciting part of this tour was being blessed to
spend time in some refugee camps. What a simple way of life
these individuals live and what faith they have to hope and
strive for a better life through Jesus Christ. It was humbling to
experience, even for a short period of time, the life of a refugee,
and to see the way they deal with separation from their families
and uncertainty in a foreign land without complaining.
 We as American Baptists should reflect a little more to
understand how important our giving has helped others around
the world. The encouragement we have provided to expand the
word of God is powerful. Seeing this first hand really made me
take pause to better understand what it is to be Christ-like.

Dwayne Price, First Baptist Church Waterloo, IA

 It was an amazing experience to be part of  the 20th
anniversary celebration at the Mae Rah Moe Karen
refugee camp.  I tried to imagine growing up in a
refugee camp, as many of the young adults there have
done.  Despite being forced from their homeland by
violence, restricted from holding jobs and travel, and
depending on non-governmental agencies for all the
necessities of life, the people we met were celebrating
the years of protection and renewing their hope that
they might find a permanent place to settle and thrive.
 The Chin people escaped to Malaysia and live
hidden in the large city, teaching their own children
and doing dangerous and difficult jobs to support their
families.  Some refugees have been able to come to the
United States, leaving their traditional way of life to
adjust to a new climate, new culture, and new
language.  May they find welcome and encouragement
as they enrich our churches and communities with their
presence.

June Peters, First Baptist of Greater Des Moines,
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 Discovery was the
purpose of the M-ABC
trip to Thailand and
Malaysia.  For a few short
days we were able to
experience the life of the
Karen people in refugee
camps on the border
between Myanmar and

Thailand, and see how the Chin people live hidden in the
huge, modern city of Kuala Lampur.
 We discovered that it is a rare thing for outsiders like
ourselves to be allowed to come into the camps, a special
privilege arranged by government liaison and esteemed
leader, Pastor Robert Htwe.  And we were treated like
foreign dignitaries!
 We discovered that the camp was like a large forest
village with thousands of people living in homes made of
bamboo with roofs of woven leathery
leaves. Every structure in the camp must
be ‘temporary’ because the camps
themselves, though some have been in
existence for 20 years, are considered by
the government of Thailand to be
temporary situations. Springs from the
mountain bring running water and
electricity is generated from harnessing
the power of the river and tapping into
Thailand’s electricity grid in recent times.
 We discovered people making the
best of their circumstances by teaching
their children and youth, gathering in
their churches for worship and
fellowship, organizing groups to
remember their heritage and culture from
Burma, having competitions for choirs,
dancers, and sports, and generally carrying on their lives in
a new place.
 Discovery ~ it was all about discovery!

Jan Grogan, Co-President, M-ABWM

Past, present, and future Presidents of
Mid-American Baptist Women’s
Ministries participated in the Discovery
Tour to Thailand and Malaysia.  Left to
right, Marcia Street, Jan Grogan, and
Susan Price.

 I thank God for being able to go on this well-planned
discovery tour to get a better understanding of the journey
the refugees originally from Myanmar take from the camps
and cities to our churches in Mid-America.
 What joy it was to make connections with a sixteen-
year-old Karen former refugee who proudly told us that he
now lives in Norway. In Kuala
Lumpur, Peter, our Chin
interpreter, shared about what he
endured just to flee Myanmar.
His dream is to go to the U.S.,
where his sister already resides,
and become a pastor.  Will that
happen?  I pray so.  I am glad he
is able to use his gifts of
teaching English in one of the
Chin schools while he is
waiting.

 My prayer life has changed when I
pray for the refugees.  I walked rocky
roads in the camps and experienced a
little of village life.   I have climbed
many concrete steps to be with the Chin
for worship, to visit the schools, and to
see a clinic.  And everywhere I have
heard the beauty of their music from
many choirs. Now it is time for me to
pray that they will find favor from the
Malaysian and Thai governments for
needed funding.  I am also praying that
the military of Myanmar will not harass
the Chin, Karen and other tribal groups
now and when the refugees return.   We
are all on a journey, some of our own
choosing, but many Burmese Chin and
Karen are taking a road that they have

not chosen.  The life they now live is filled with hardship
and uncertainty.  I pray for an easier journey filled with
hope and peace.

Marcia Street, Past President M-ABWM

 Spending a few days in Kuala Lumpur (KL), Malaysia at the end of our recent
Discovery Tour, I was overwhelmed with feelings of not being able to do enough
to help the Chin people who have arrived in Waterloo and my church. After
visiting a refugee medical clinic, worshipping at a Chin church, and meeting
teachers and students at several Chin schools, I am amazed at the hope and joy
that the refugees living in KL have for the Lord and their future. Many of the Chin
leaders asked us to remind our church members and community leaders to "not
forget them". That simple plea still runs through my mind everyday when I enter
the doors of First Baptist Church,Waterloo. How can I help? What can one person
and even one church do?
 With constant prayer, dialogue, and educating others, I believe that God will help us to keep the people of Burma in the
minds and hearts of others who can make a difference. I'm so thankful to have had the opportunity to go on this Discovery
Tour and my daily prayer is to "not forget".

Susan Price, M-ABWM President-Elect
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Mark Your Calendars
April 11-17, 2015

Forest Lake Venture
Volunteer Work Week

June 14-19 Camp on the Rock Jr. 5th-6th Grade
June 21-26 Paintball Camp  Age 11 and up
July 5-10  Cabin Camp   9th-12th Grade
July 12-17 Horse Camp   4th-12th Grade
July 12-17 Fishing Camp   4th-12th Grade
July 12-17 Mission Work Camp 7th-12th Grade
July 19-21 Cabin Camp   1st-2nd Grade
July 21-24 Cabin Camp   3rd-4th Grade
July 26-31 Camp on the Rock  7th-12th Grade
Aug 1-2  50 Years Reunion  All ages

June 22-27 Follow Camp   7th-12th Grade
July 1-2  It’s All New to Me  K + 1 adult
July 6-11  Explorers    3rd-4th Grade
July 13-18 Sick & Twisted  7th-12th Grade
July 20-25 Cool Kids   5th-6th Grade
July 27-29 Deep & Wide   1st-2nd Grade

 Forest Lake Camp has openings for male and
female summer staff from June 22 to July 29. The
summer staff serve both as cabin leaders and cleaning
assistants.  A lifeguard is needed in the afternoons for
the camp season. These are paid positions.  A
volunteer camp nurse is also needed.
 If you are interested in this ministry please
contact Tim Curtiss for more details: 641-684-8908
or email forestlake@mid-abc.org.

Summer Camp season, along with
spring, is around the corner!

Detailed camp information and application forms are available
through www.mid-abc.org, under the Camping tab. Why not
sponsor a child this summer for a life-changing experience at one
of the Region camps?


