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2015 Mid-ABC Youth Events

Junior High Winter Blast
January 16-18, 2015
Dayton Oaks Camp

      Slick & Twisted
      Senior High Retreat
      January 23-25, 2015
      Forest Lake Camp

Mid-American Baptist
Youth Ski Trip

Feb. 27 - Mar. 1, 2015
Jr. & Sr. High Youth

Afton Alps, Afton, MN
Hosted by Woodbury

Baptist Church

High School Seniors and College Students
Apply for a Mid-American Baptist Women’s Scholarship

Go to www.mid-abc.org – Ministries –
American Baptist Women – for the application form

Forms must be mailed by March 15, 2015

 The Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty’s
essay contest asks students to explore conflicts over
religious garb in the workplace.
 Each year, the contest engages high school students in
church-state issues by directing them to express a point of
view on a religious liberty topic. The grand prize is
$2,000 and a trip for two to Washington, D.C. Second
prize is $1,000, and third prize is $250. Entries must be
mailed to the Baptist Joint Committee and postmarked by
March 6, 2015, to be eligible.  Go to
www.bjconline.org/contest for more information and to
download forms.

 The First Baptist Church of Iowa City, IA, was recently
awarded a $15,000 Palmer Grant from the American Baptist
Foundation to expand a small ministry for people returning
from prison into a fairly comprehensive re-entry program.
The church also received $1500 in a Matthew 25 grant for
work at the Dream Center, a local community center with
whom they partner in this ministry.
 In addition to these grants, an open position partially
funded by AmeriCorps was awarded to the church for the
coordinator to the new program.  The church voted to use
$8,000 from their endowment fund to match the
AmeriCorps grant, enabling the new coordinator to start
work December 1.
 Both pastor and members of FBC Iowa City have been
involved in jail and prison ministry and community-based
restorative justice work for nearly 40 years.  The church
hosts a weekly Circle of Support and Accountability (CSA)
with two returnees and five other members.  The Circle asks
participants to take responsibility for their actions, past and
present; to make amends as called for to restore broken
relationships with family, friends and the wider community;
and to set and work toward realistic goals for success in life,
as each individual defines that.
 First Baptist embarked on a church renewal effort in
July, which began by establishing a mission partnership
with the Dream Center, a community-run, largely
volunteer-staffed non-profit organization whose clients and
volunteers are mostly low-income African-Americans,
including many who have spent time in prison or juvenile
detention.
 An Advisory Team is in place and the first referral from
the local work release site (half-way house) has been
accepted so the program is underway.  The opening for the
Re-Entry Program drop-in center will be in January.

For further info: www.mid-abc.org - Ministries - Youth

Mark Your Calendars
Saturday, April 25, 2015

Mid-American Baptist Women
and ABGIrls Conference

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
First Baptist Church in Johnston, IA
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 Once again we come to the time
of year when we remember and
celebrate the coming of the Christ
child into the world.  This year as
we go through the advent season, I
would like for us to remember the
prayer of Christ that is recorded in
John 17 that gives one of the
reasons for his coming into the
world.  Jesus prayed that “that they

may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you,
may they also be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me.  The
glory that you have given me I have given
them, so that they may be one, as we are
one” (John 17:21-22, NRSV).
 I can’t help but think that we too often
fail miserably in being one.  We can see
this in society as a whole.  If we just read
the daily news we see that we still have many walls that
divide us.  The events in Ferguson have brought race
relations back into the forefront.  Disagreements over
immigration have reinforced lines between ‘us’ and
‘them’.  Many no longer try to understand the viewpoints
of others, only focusing on themselves.
 The situation within the church is often not any better.
We divide up based on different understandings of
scripture and different church polity.  As Baptists, one of

our basic beliefs is that each person has access to God and
to the scriptures.  However, I find that we have a tendency
to believe that we are always correct and that others are
wrong.
 One of the things that we celebrate as American
Baptists is that we are the most racially/ethnically diverse
denomination in the United States.  But the reality is that
we still stay within our own groups within our
denomination and even within our own local church
bodies.
 In just a couple of weeks, Duane and Marcia Binkley
(ABC missionaries) and I are leading a group of
individuals from our Region who are interested in seeing

the world through the eyes of the Karen and Chin
immigrants from Burma that have arrived here in
the United States.  The group will travel to
Thailand and Malaysia to see the hardships these
groups have faced, in order to be better equipped
to work together with them in the future.
 You might not be able to travel to these places,
but all of us can make a commitment to better

understand those who live around us.  Jesus has prayed
that we might all be one, and the first step in that process
is truly seeking to reach out to those who are around us.
As we move into the new year, my prayer is that we all
might make a new commitment to reach out to others so
that we might become the community that Christ wants us
to be.

In Christ’s Peace,
Marshall Peters

Women in Ministry
Retreat!

WHEN:  Monday, January 12th   3 p.m.  thru
Wednesday, January 14th  11 a.m.

WHERE:  Dayton Oaks Baptist Camp
3717 Taylor Ave., Dayton, Iowa

WHO:  Mid-ABC Women in Professional Church
Leadership

PLUS   WIM from Nebraska and the Dakotas
WHAT:  Relaxation, fellowship, and some group-led

times of reflection
HOW MUCH:  The cost is $80, which includes two

nights lodging and five meals

To register:  go to http://tinyurl.com/43tvdnb
Please register by Monday, January 5th at noonWelcome, New Pastors! Left to right: Kara Krohg, Associate

Pastor FBC Pella, IA; Christian Krohg; Vona Miller; Steve
Miller, Pastor Harmony Hills Baptist Church, Bettendorf, IA;
Larry Graves, Pastor FBC Indianola, IA; Kathy Graves;
Executive Minister Marshall Peters; Sharon Robison; Associate
Executive Minister Mary Miller; Gerald Robison, Pastor FBC
Marshalltown, IA; Timothy D. Curtiss, Pastor Bethany Baptist
Church, Ottumwa, IA; Joe Greemore, Pastor FBC Waterloo, IA.

Retired
Ministers+
Missionaries
Offering
2014R
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Karen pastors and lay leaders from Minnesota, Iowa, and surrounding
states have committed themselves to continuing education through the
FOUNDATIONS Judson Communities (FJC) ministry certificate program.
The program is sponsored by Central Baptist Theological Seminary and is led
by ABC missionaries Duane and Marcia Binkley.  Photos here are from one
of the day-long events, in which nearly 80 students are enrolled.  The classes
have been held every other Saturday since May at First Karen Baptist Church
in Oakdale, MN.  Bill Englund, pastor of First Baptist of St. Paul, MN, Dave
Mathews, a member of FBC St. Paul and a recognized expert in youth and
family mental health, and Marshall Peters, Mid-ABC Executive Minister,
were guest lecturers.

The participants are finishing the course and will be graduating at a
ceremony to be held at First Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN, on Dec. 20.

Warmest greetings during these chilly days.  ALL
clergy, please be on the lookout for a membership letter
that will be coming in the next few weeks.  I would like
to warn you that it will be rather extensive, in part because
of the changes for dues in the National Ministers Council.
Take time to read all of the information as you consider
your participation and membership in the Ministers
Council.  For those who have been granted honorary
Lifetime Membership, also please respond so that we can
update our list of Life Members.

Members will receive the plastic membership card
which is issued with your ID number for the “Members
Only” sections of www.ministerscouncil.com.  There
have been some problems with delivery of the cards for
those who renewed their membership in 2014, so make
sure that you check the box for the “re-issue of card”, if
you did not previously get one.

I personally look forward to the Prairie Pastors
Conference coming in April.  It is an excellent
opportunity for fellowship, worship and continuing
education.  Put it on your calendar for April 13-15, 2015,

in Bellevue, NE.  Our own Christian Collins
Winn of Bethel University will be one of the
keynote speakers.

Dale Thomas, President
M-ABC Ministers Council

Because of overwhelming interest,
two separate classes were formed.

 Rev. Mary Miller, Mid-
ABC Associate Executive
Minister, was surprised on
a November Sunday as the
25th anniversary of her
ordination was recognized
in a service at First Baptist
Church of Greater Des
Moines, IA.  She was
presented with a certificate
and plaque by Mid-ABC
Executive Minister, Rev.
Marshall Peters.  The surprise was accomplished with the
aid of Mary’s husband Tom, and FBC pastor Rev. Tim
Deatrick, who requested Mary’s help with morning
worship.

 Make your plans to
attend Mission Summit
2015, the American Baptist
Churches biennial event,
June 26-28, 2015, in
Overland Park, Kansas.
Register your church today at
www.americanbaptists2015.
com.
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Participants gather for Saturday worship, below.

 Mid-American Baptist church
members and pastors from across Iowa
and Minnesota gathered in Fort Dodge,
IA, on the first weekend in October for
fellowship, training,  worship, food,
conversation, and the fastest business
meeting ever!  Many thanks go to Pastor
Jim Laupp and the people of First Baptist
Church, Fort Dodge, for their hospitality.

Above, featured speaker, Rev.
Eddie Cruz, Associate Executive
Director, Mission Interpretation
and Development for American
Baptist Home Mission Societies,
was dynamic and inspiring.
Outgoing Region President, Rev.
Alva Skiles, was honored for her
service with a commemorative
plaque, presented by Marshall
Peters (in photo, right).

 The Healthy Boundaries Work-
shop, above, was an opportunity for
continuing education for pastors.  It
was led by Mid-American Baptist
Associate Executive Minister, Rev.
Mary Miller.  Over 25 Mid-ABC
pastors, and some spouses, attended the
training event, co-sponsored by the
Mid-ABC Region and our regional
Minister’s Council.

 A combined choir of singers from churches across the Region, led by
John McCartney of FBC Fort Dodge, presented special music, along with
soloists Tom Miller and Sidney McField.
 One of the joys of attending a region-wide event is reuniting with
friends.  Eugene Allen, Sidney McField, and Royce Jones, pictured at right,
reconnected in Ft. Dodge after having met some years ago in Nicaragua.
Others were happy to discover their Nicaraguan friend now lives in Fort
Dodge and attends First Baptist Church there.



The Communicator

5

 Participants are shown
above in the Healthy
Boundaries workshop. They
met over a two-day period
before the start of the
Biennial, exploring the
meaning and practice of
healthy boundaries in the
context of ministry through
teaching, video, and group
discussions.

 On Saturday morning in Fort
Dodge, biennial participants split
into groups seated around tables to
talk about issues of concern or
interest.  This process, which was
modeled at the 2013 Mission
Summit in Overland Park, KS,
gave everyone an opportunity to
share and learn from one another.

Spirited Conversation

 Discussion at the tables brought
people from different geographical
locations and congregations
together as challenges and interests
were shared.  One group took on the
problem of violence, focusing on
what congregations can do to
prevent and to heal.  Another group
discussed camping, sharing their
ideas, hopes, and passion for this
ministry.
 Evangelism, discipleship, lay

leadership, and missional outreach were topics which
generated personal sharing and drew people together as they
talked about their struggles and challenges.  Joining together to
talk about aging buildings and small congregations gave
participants the opportunity to celebrate the positives and
commiserate about the negatives of these realities.

Photos on this page show the Mission Summit Event which took
place Saturday morning.  Participants grouped according to
challenges that they encounter.  A complete list of the work of

each group can be found at http://bit.ly/1w5Ci8i
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 First Baptist Church of
Malvern, IA, celebrated Pastor
Appreciation Sunday on
October 26, 2014. Janie O'Tool
read a poem for Pastor Shirley
Albert, shown at right, then
presented her with a bouquet of
flowers.

 Welcome to Senior Pastor David A. Keaton of
Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church in
Minneapolis, MN, who began his ministry there on
November 1st.

Rev. Jerry Bertelson was
recently installed as pastor at The
Church on Northland (First
Baptist - Church of the Brethren),
Cedar Rapids, IA. Left to right:
Mary Miller, Mid-ABC Associate
Executive Minister; Jerry

Bertelson; Tim Button-Harrison, District Executive
Minister, Church of the Brethren.

 In September, Executive Minister Marshall Peters
participated in celebrations of the 175th anniversary of
First Baptist Church, Davenport, IA, and the 60th
anniversary of the United Protestant Church, Silver
Bay, MN.

First Baptist Church, Clinton, IA, and First
Baptist Church of Davenport, IA, recently received
ABC/USA Matthew 25 grants.

 First Baptist Church of Ames, IA, held a Great Day
of Service on October 19, 2014.  After a brief time of
worship, they spent the morning in a variety of service
projects which included assembling 100 hygiene kits for
refugees, making 16 blankets for Project Linus, washing
windows,  and writing cards and letters.  The children also
sang for residents of a care center.  The various work
groups met back at church at noon, reported on their
projects, and enjoyed a soup lunch, celebrating the joy of
working together and offering this work as worship.

 The Women and Girl's Area III Fall Rally was
attended by 38 women representing 13 churches.  Mary
Miller, M-ABC Associate Executive, showed photos and
shared her experiences in Myanmar.  Bev Graves stole the
show with her monologue drama, "Equipped or
Comfortable". The ABGirl's team talked about their
mission trip in August to the lower 9th ward in New
Orleans, LA.  A silent auction raised $395.00 for the
Women and Girls fund!           Lovena Van Haaften

 Eighteen volunteers from ten churches provided 35 days
of work the week of the Dayton Oaks Fall Venture Work
Week. There were three “first time” volunteers this fall and
the weather was beautiful.  So was the camp and the
fellowship.  Here is a list of some projects that were
completed:
● Painted needed areas of lodge (squirrel damage)
● Cleaned lodge windows
● Picked up sticks on grounds (too big for mower)
● Blew leaves into woods
● Cut, split, and hauled wood (on-going project)
● Cleaned off rooftops
● Repaired cabin roofs
● Removed roof of lean-to (on east side of shop)
● Swept floors
● Cleaned bottom cupboards
● Installed new rafters on lean-to (ready for nailers & metal)

 We extend our sympathy to
Rev. Bobby Palmer, pastor of
First Baptist Church of
Churdan, IA, in the passing of
his mother.
 Our sympathies also go to

Rev. Susan Russell, First Baptist Church, Ames, IA, in
the death of her mother.
 Condolences to Rev. Harris Paulson, retired ABC
minister who served at First Baptist Storm Lake, IA, whose
wife, Nancy, passed away in late November.

 In early October, First Baptist Church of Mt.
Pleasant, IA, celebrated the completion of a major parking
lot renovation with a dedication service . . . in the parking
lot!

 Ellen Donnolly, a member of FBC Mt. Pleasant, IA,
since her baptism at age 11, celebrated her 90th birthday
Friday, September 26.  Ellen is still an active member of the
church, after having served as clerk for 32 years, and having
participated along with her husband Darrell (now deceased)
in many region and national ministries.
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We hear that Mid-
American Baptist Women
are busy in individual
churches preparing for
Advent and finishing
bandages, gathering
offerings for White Cross,
making quilts, and looking

forward to change.  During 2015 we will hear more from
officers about potential changes in our national ABW
organization.

Information on the 2014-2015 Mission Focus for
ABWomen’s Ministries, “Crisis at the Border”, along with
resources including a webinar on the U.S. President’s
executive action on this issue, is
available at abwministries.org.
Go to this site and click on
“Mission Focus”.

Monetary gifts for Special
Interest Missionaries may be sent
to International Ministries, or through your church’s
monthly mission giving.  Personal gifts to non-profit
mission employees are taxable, according to the IRS.

Another way of giving is through targeted or specific gifts,
which are not taxable for the missionary, sent through your
church treasurer along with region or United Mission
support.  If your Special Interest Missionary has a U.S.
address, you may send your gift directly to them.

Openings on the Mission Encounter to South Africa,
July 14-21, 2015, are still available.  Check out information
on the abwministries.org site.

Update on the ministry at Deborah’s House in Tijuana
and the ministry of missionaries Ray and Adalia
Schellinger-Gutierrez:  Saturday, November 29, there was
a groundbreaking ceremony for the second building on site.
The new building will be used as a workshop area to
provide jobs for women needing to break into the

workforce and an area to house groups
coming to work at the shelter as
volunteers.  Another reason to be
thankful!

Remember to keep us informed about
the interesting and important women’s

ministries happening in your churches!
Jan Grogan and Bev McCartney

Mid-American Baptist Women’s Ministries Co-Presidents

Love Gift Totals as of October 2014
YTD - $11,921.67

Last YTD - $12,639.67

 Please consider becoming a Partner in Region Ministry, financially supporting the regional ministry that we
hold in common.  Now, more than ever before, we need your assistance.  Your tax-deductible gift will assist in
providing resources for our local churches so that they may become stronger and more effective witnesses in their
local communities.  Some of the ministries that gifts to the Region have enabled over the past year include:

Fill out the form on the back of this issue of the Communicator and mail to:
Partners in Region Ministry

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 NW 86th St., Suite 15

Des Moines, IA  50322

· Training and preparing individuals for ordained ministry
· Support for Region camping and youth programs
· Conflict intervention in local churches

· Renewal resources and training for local churches
· Assisting congregations in stewardship planning
· Plus many, many other areas of ministry

Remember our goal
of $5000 for the

remodeling project at
Friendship House,
Hamtramck, MI.

Has your church
made a contribution?

Mark Your Calendars - Saturday, April 25, 2015
Mid-American Baptist Women and ABGIrls Annual Conference

10 a.m. to 3 p.m., First Baptist Church in Johnston, IA
Featured Speaker:  Marcia Binkley, missionary to the Karen in the U.S.

This one-day conference is being planned to unite American Baptist women and girls
from English, Karen, and Chin language groups

through Worship, Fellowship, Music, delicious Asian Food, and Service.
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Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St., Suite 15
Des Moines, IA 50322-4306

THE COMMUNICATOR
June Peters, Editor

Mid-American Baptist Churches
2400 86th St, Suite 15, Des Moines IA 50322-4306

515-278-1411 FAX 278-5865
office@mid-abc.org            www.mid-abc.org

We encourage you to use this master copy of The
Communicator to duplicate and distribute to your

congregation.

The COMMUNICATOR

Region Youth
Event
Oct 31
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I want to support our Region’s ministry and be a:
Associate of Region Ministry (Gift up to $100)
Friend of Region Ministry (Gift of $100 - $249)
Sustaining Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $250 - $499)
Renewing Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $500 - $999)
Transforming Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $1,000 - $4,999)
Visionary Partner in Region Ministry (Gift of $5,000 or more)

Amount Enclosed $_____________
Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________
Phone: __________________________________
Email: __________________________________
     Please do not add my email address to the Region email list
     Please contact me about Planned Giving and/or Estate Planning
     Please keep my gift confidential
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Summer Staff Openings at Green Lake
 Green Lake Conference Center (GLCC) is beginning to
put together their 2015 Quest summer staff. The theme is
“Wreck This Life,” studying the Gospel of Mark. GLCC is
seeking young adults to work with junior and senior high
students. Applications can be submitted online at:
questglcc.org/apply until December 15. For more
information visit questglcc.org or contact Heather Henson,
Director of Youth Ministries, (920) 341-3426 or
heatherjhenson@gmail.com.


