
 1 

          ICENI ACADEMY NEWSLETTER 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2017 
 
 

 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians / Carers 
 

Although this has been a worrying term in education, with the focus on budgetary constraints imposed by 
the government’s proposals to open more free schools and grammar schools, here at Iceni Academy it has 
been business as usual and I do hope you enjoy reading about the activities that have gone on, in and 
outside of the Academy this term. 
 

Mr Hester took a group of History students to the Castle Museum in Norwich and the Academy was 
transformed into Hogwarts for Book Week – a special thanks to Miss Staniforth and Mrs Doughty for their 
hard work, students particularly enjoyed the Quidditch tournament and dressing up.  While all the fun was 
going on, our young men and women raised money for Lumos, J K Rowling’s charity, which helps children in 
the care system.  Mrs Crook also visited the Castle Museum with a group of Art students and Mr Boyd led a 
group of geographers on a field trip to the Jurassic Coast in Dorset.  
 

I would like to thank all our students who have represented the Academy in various sports events over the 
course of the term, but in particular Mrs Bradley and the netball students, who came fourth in the County 
Cup Final, and were the first placed state school in Norfolk.  We are so very proud of them all. 
 

At the end of term, inevitably, we have to bid farewell to some learning and teaching staff and I would like 
to wish everyone who is leaving the very best: 
 

Miss Hood, LSA – we wish you luck on your travels 

Mrs Budd, Caretaker at Hockwold 

Mr George, Science Technician - Retirement 

Mrs Trigo, Teacher of English 

Mrs Skeels – the very best of luck in your new post and thank you for all you have done for generations of 
students – we will miss you. 
 

There will be some new faces in the Academy when we return after the holidays and I am sure you will join 
me in welcoming: 
 

Mr Harwood, Director of Science,  
Miss Cooke, Teacher of Science 

Mrs Flaherty, Teacher of Business Studies 

Miss Ross, LSA 
 

I would also like to thank Miss Turner and Mr Taylor for the work they have done in supporting students in 
Key Stage 4 and 3 respectively. 
 

The weather has changed, the evenings are lighter and spring is definitely here.  I hope you enjoy a lovely 
Easter break with family and friends and we look forward to the summer term. 
 
Best wishes 
 

Ms Gee Cook 
Principal 
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Operation Encompass 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer  
 
I am writing to inform you that the school will be taking part in a jointly run operation between 

Norfolk County Council, Norfolk Police and our school, it is called Operation Encompass.  

 

Encompass has been set-up to help schools to provide support to children who have been present 

at incidents of domestic violence. We know that children can be significantly physically or 

emotionally harmed when they are involved in, present or witness to domestic violence.  

 

The school will receive a confidential phone call from the Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub before 

9am on the morning after any domestic incident where a child at their school has been involved in, 

present or witness to domestic violence.  

 

The school have designated Mrs Emma Owner, Head of School - Hockwold, Mr Duncan 

Carmichael, Assistant Principal and SENCo - Methwold and Mrs Sheena Walker, Raising 

Achievement Manager - Methwold as Key Adults. They have received training from Norfolk County 

Council to allow them to use the information that has been shared, in confidence to make sure 

that the right support is available for children and their families, who have been involved in or 

witnessed a domestic violence incident. 

 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to our pupils and we believe this is going to be 

extremely beneficial for all those involved. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions then please contact one of the above Key Adults or myself 

and we will be happy to discuss this further. Further information about the project can be found 

on our school’s website and is available from the school office on request 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ms G Cook 
Principal 
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Second Round of GCSE Mocks 
 

Students in Year 11 recently completed their second round of GCSE mock examinations and once 
again they should be congratulated for their conduct during the busy two weeks of exams.  Mocks 
can be very challenging and pretty stressful and the Year 11s coped very well with the demands 
placed on them. 
 
By the time you receive this newsletter, students will have received the envelope containing their 
mock results.  We have carried out a mock results assembly for the past few years now and it has 
proven to be very successful.  The idea is that seeing their results on a single sheet, similar to the 
real results day, can be quite a wake up call for some students.  For other students it will be a sign 
that their hard work and determination is beginning to pay off. 
 
The results the students get are what they would get if they took the real exam right now. The 
crucial thing is what the students then do after they get their piece of paper!  Students still have 
enough time to make a real difference.  There are a range of revision sessions running across a 
range of subjects and, as always, we have tried our best to organise these so students can get to 
the sessions they need to be at. 
 
Students have the opportunity to do a whole lot more than just the revision sessions to improve 
their grades through.  100% attendance at this stage is even more critical than ever.  Some 
subjects, such as Physics, are doing some “off timetable” sessions so the students can spend a 
prolonged period focusing on the content they need for the exams.  
 
Timely completion of coursework and controlled assessments is also crucial, with the results 
having a big impact on the grades the students will achieve overall.  Many students take a great 
deal of comfort from knowing, as they go into the exam, that they already have some of the marks 
they need “in the bag”. 
 
The feedback suggests that both students and parents got a lot from the revision and parent 
power sessions that we ran recently.  Your support at home as we go towards the real GCSEs is 
crucial and if you spot any issues, or things we can do better, do please do get in touch. 

 
Stephen Plume 
Senior Vice Principal 
 

Iceni Alumni 

Did you attend Iceni Academy (or Methwold High School) as a student?  I would love to hear from 

you if you did, or if you know people who did! 

In the future I would like to use Alumni in a number of ways to support students in achieving the 

very best they can.  It could be, for example, that Alumni working in certain professions could 

come and talk to students in assembly or perhaps come and reflect on their experiences in school. 

I may also send the occasional message about what is going on at Iceni Academy and any Alumni 

related events.  Please fill in the form with your details by following the link from our website 

(http://www.iceniacademy.org.uk/) under quick links to Alumni. 

http://www.iceniacademy.org.uk/
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Go4Schools is the central point to get the most up to date information about your son / 

daughter.  As grades are put into the system by teachers they become available to you via your 

parent log in. 

     This includes: 

- Achievement information 

- Attendance information 

- Behaviour information 

- Homework information (new for September 2016) 

 

If you don’t currently have a log in for Go4Schools it is important to get one as this means you 

don’t have to wait for academic reports/checks.  To get a secure log in please ensure that the 

academy has your current e-mail address. Please e-mail us at data@iceniacademy.org.uk with the 

following information: 

Pupil Name 
Parent/Carer Name 
Relationship to Pupil 
Parent/Carer email address 
 
 
Mr S Plume 
Senior Vice Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:data@iceniacademy.org.uk


 5 

Standards 
 
Thank you very much for supporting the Academy to raise the standards around school.  Students 
generally look very smart, although there are a few students who are not meeting expected 
standards on a consistent basis.   We would like to request that this is addressed as soon as 
possible. 
 
Just to clarify….. 
 
Footwear and socks 
Students must wear low-heeled, plain black shoes, made from leather, synthetic leather or 
similarly robust material. We will permit a trainer-shoe hybrid as long as there are no visible logos, 
such as the Nike swoosh and Adidas three stripes (this includes black and stitched logos). Socks 
must be PLAIN BLACK or GREY. 
 
Trousers 
Trousers must be ankle length, without adornments and not skin-tight between the knee and 
ankle.  Trousers will be considered skin-tight if it is not possible to pinch an inch of the material 
midway between the ankle and knee without pinching the skin (this includes stretchy trousers 
which have to be prised away from the leg before the material can be pinched). 
 
Skirts 
Skirts must reach the student’s knee. 
 
Facial Jewellery 
Facial jewellery is not permitted at the Academy.  Students will be asked to remove nose studs and 
tongue piercings.  Clear retainers are not permitted. 

 
Hair Fashions and Colouring 
Extreme hair fashions, such as shapes or letters cut into the hair, extensions, unnaturally coloured 
dyed, bleached or beaded hair and totally shaved heads are strictly forbidden. 
 
Nail Varnish/Make Up 
Only clear nail varnish is acceptable and a discreet amount of make-up is allowed. 
 
Mobile Phones 
Due to the rural location of the Academy, mobile phones are permitted.  However, they may only 
be used outside of the main building during break/lunchtime or after school.  If a student is found 
to be using a mobile phone in the Academy buildings, the phone will be confiscated and not 
returned until the end of the day.  If you are a persistent offender then the phone will be 
confiscated and your parent/carer will be asked to come and retrieve it. 
 
Planners 
Students are issued with a planner at the start of the year.  This must be brought to the Academy 
every day and should remain open on their desks in all lessons.  I would like to encourage 
parents/carers to regularly check their child’s planner; this is the main form of communication 
between home and the Academy.  If students lose their planner, we expect it to be replaced (there 
is a charge of £3.50, to be paid via the School Money system). 
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Attendance 
 

We have an obligation to ensure children attend school.  
 
Parent/Carers are expected to contact the school before 9:00 on each day of student absence and 
provide a reason for their child’s absence.  If no explanation for the absence is provided, the 
absence will be recorded as ‘un-authorised’. 
 
If a student is not present by 9:20 and their absence has not been explained, then a message is 
sent out via the “In-Touch” system which automatically texts parents to let them know their child 
is not in school.  This continues to send until a response is received. 
 
Any child with an attendance level falling below 90% (this equates to one day per two weeks) will 
be classed as PA (persistently absent). 
 
We have a range of options available to try to encourage higher attendance levels, including the 
issuing of fixed penalties and the implementation of a fast-track process that could potentially 
result in imprisonment. 
 
Most importantly, there is significant evidence to suggest that students with high levels of 
attendance will achieve higher standards in their GCSE examinations. 
 
Mr J Winn 
Vice Principal 
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Top tips for parents who wish to help 
their child’s memory and processing speed 

 
When our children’s social lives seem so complicated we sometimes need some guidance on how 
to make school life a little easier and less pressured.  
 
The tips that I have compiled below are designed to support parents of children from across the 
academic spectrum. If we, as parents, involve ourselves with our children’s academic life, then we 
will help to make their path through school a little smoother. 
 
If you have any questions about working memory and processing speeds, then please contact Mrs 
Walker or I. 
 
Have a great Easter break. 
 
Mr D Carmichael 
Assistant Principal and SENCo 

 

 Practice a specific skill eg. times tables, spellings or reading. Regular accurate practice will 

ease the learning process and mean that the learning is not all left until the last minute. 

 

 Help your child become more efficient eg. work to set time when completing a piece of work, 

using lists, target setting. Always engage with your children about what they have set as their 

targets. 

 

 Work on planning and organisation skills, eg. record start and stop times, as this allows them 

to estimate how long a task may take. Use  this technique for even the most routine of tasks. 

Stick to routines. 

 

 Help them understand that they have control over their success. Explain that their success is 

not just down to others, eg. teachers or coaches, but down to themselves. They have the 

control to affect their success. 

 

 Help them to develop good study skills at home, eg. set routines with homework, talk through 

the day’s work, a regular re-cap of skills will help embed them, provide an atmosphere 

conducive to learning. 

 

 Help them to improve their listening skills. Ask your child to repeat what you have talked 

about in their own words. 

 

 Always check their understanding of what they are reading by asking questions.  Reading 

together emphasises it’s importance, allows you to make it fun and enables you to correct any 

mistakes that they may make. 
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 Help them improve their reading skills, eg. ask them questions about what they are 

expected to do, encourage them to look up challenging words in a dictionary. 

 

 Write it out – encourage your child to write, rather than just remember facts, even maths 

facts and equations. The act of writing out information helps to get it to stick in their 

memory. This can be in the form of mind maps, lists, key words or full sentences. 

 

 Practice, practice, practice – repeated practice can reduce the strain on working memory 

capacity. The more accurately it is done, the more automatic the skills will become. This 

applies to every subject. 

 

 

Game for Easter – Playing cards helps everyone’s memory. Here are the rules for 
‘Go Fish’ – why not give it a go? 

 

 
Rules for Go Fish! 

Go Fish is a card game where 5 cards are dealt to each player (a group of 2, 3 or 4 people).  The 
remaining cards are messed up, face down between the players.  Players hold their cards so they 
are able to see them, but no one else can. 

Before starting the game, all of the players put any pairs they happen to have in their hand down 
and earn a point for each pair.  

Starting with the youngest player and moving clockwise, the player asks one of their opponents 
"Do you have a ____"  The card requested should be one the player has in their hand. 

If the opponent has the card, they must give it to the player who earns a point for making a 
match.  If the opponent does not have the card they say "Go Fish!" 

The player must then pick a single card from the messed up, face down pile of cards.  If they make 
a pair, they place it down and earn a point. 

If a player runs out of cards, they pick five from the messed up pile. 

 The game is won one of three ways (depending on how you wish to play): 

 by the person with the most points when all the cards are gone, or 
 by the person who gets 10 points first, or 
 by the person with the most points at the end of a set time limit 

 Go Fish! is usually played with a regular deck of cards (52 cards) but you can make fun educational 
games by playing with flash cards.  Just print 2 or 4 sets of the flash cards so you have pairs. 
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Student Voice 
 
Our students have had a massive impact this year and have played a key role in driving 
developments at Iceni Academy.  If any students have any questions or need any assistance when 
a member of staff is not nearby they can always approach any of our Year 11 prefects for help or 
support. 
 
Our students have had a key role to play this year in fundraising for both national and local 
charities, with bigger events such as Children in Need in 2016, and more recently, the work taking 
part in Business Studies to raise funds for ‘Moth in a China Shop’. If students feel like they have 
something to contribute to this, or would like to get involved in a bigger way, they should 
approach some of our prefects or speak to Mr Evans directly. 
 
Also, we hope you have had a chance to read the Iceni Student Newsletter, this is published half 
termly, written by the students, for the students! For more information please see the VLE. 
 
Thank you to all the students who got involved in the Student Council for this year’s spring term. 
We had PL representatives from every single PL group and there were a huge number of useful 
suggestions from all involved, which will help move our academy forward! 
 

 
 
 
Students:   Remember, this is your academy, if you would like something changed, use your voice! 
 
Mr R Evans 
Assistant Principal 
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History – Norwich Castle Museum Trip 
 

Iceni Academy Year 7s took part in a day of 
activities at Norwich Castle Museum on January 
30th. The trip gave the students a chance to 
develop their knowledge and skills in connection 
with their studies on William the Conqueror and 
Castles. 
 
The day’s events included a re-enactment of the 
Battle of Hastings (with Hobby Horse cavalry) and a 
chance to handle some of the weapons and 
armour of the period – the chainmail was 
surprisingly heavy! A trip to the dungeons 
followed, with a discussion of the difference between Norman and Saxon law and order, which the 

students then acted out. There was a tour of the 
castle and a chance to write their own version of 
the Domesday Book – some students were 
obviously glad they don’t have to use a quill every 
day. 
 
Throughout the day the teaching staff were 
impressed by the attitude of the students, the 
quality of their answers to questions from the 
museum staff, and their behaviour when 
representing the academy.  
 
 

Our thanks go to the Castle Museum staff for a tremendous day.  
 
Following is a selection of our student’s summaries of their day. 

 
Dan Hester 
Teacher of Humanities 

 
 

My Trip to Norwich Castle by Jaime Streets 
 

“The best part about going to the castle is when you go into 
the dungeons and see the cells.  Also, when you go to the 
main entrance, you can see a big well, which is very exciting 
because it is very deep.  What I learned on the trip is all the 
opinions of each individual. We also learned what they use in 
a battle, writing with quills is harder than imagined.  We 
learned about the Normans and the Saxons way of 
punishment, which is very bizarre. They have changed 
massively from then to now and how it differed once the 
Normans had conquered. We learned about how the 
Normans lived in the castle and how it would have looked 
hundreds of years ago.” 
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The Trip to Norwich Castle by Emma Brown 
 

“Our trip to the castle was really fun, we did a re-
enactment of one of the battles and looked at the different 
tools and weapons they would have used.  We also went 
down to the dungeons and saw the kind of conditions the 
cells were in; we did an activity where we got into groups 
and acted out the punishments in medieval times. We also 
had a tour of where the King would have sat and where the 
toilets were, where I almost fell over many times due to 
having to duck to go through the doorways.  We also saw 
one of the wells that came up under the castle and it was 
quite deep.  We walked up and around the place where the 
‘Royals’ would have had dinner and where they would have 
slept.  It was a fun and interesting trip to do, we even went 
into the gift shop where I bought a replica necklace that was found on the battle site. We heard lots of facts 
and did lots of activities which helped us to learn the topic.  My favourite part was the dungeons, where we 
learnt about the punishments and torture, because I like stuff like that!” 

 

Norwich Castle by Reece Nicholson 
 

“We had the best time ever on this trip! We rode the bus for about 45 minutes.  When we reached the 
entrance of the castle we divided into 2 equal groups. Once we had done that we walked inside and hung 
our bags and coats where we were going to have lunch. We then walked into the paintings room where 
rows of seats awaited us. Once we had settled, a Norman (or a Supervisor) came in and talked to us about 
the main features of the Battle of Hastings, but of course it was told through the French perspective. Then a 
Saxon (or another Supervisor) and his wife came in to tell us about the Saxon’s perspective.” 

 
“When they had finished ‘bickering’ we split back up into our 
groups.  One group went to the dungeons while our group stayed 
to talk more about the Battle of Hastings. We talked about the 
weapons and equipment they used and we did a little 
demonstration. Then we went with the Saxon’s into the dungeon. 
It was dark and creepy but fun at the same time.  When we had 
finished lunch, we went with the Normans again and used a quill 
pen on some paper with real ink. We then went for a final tour 
with a Saxon around the main castle hall.  Then we went to 
collect our bags and went to the gift shop. The whole trip was my 

favourite part because it was very interesting and fun. I learned lots about 1066 and hope we can go back 
there for a school trip again.” 

Trip to the Castle by Charlie Tooley 
 

“On Monday 31st January, we (Year 7) went on a trip to Norwich 
Castle Museum. We arrived at the castle, split into 2 groups and 
went off to learn all about the Normans and the Saxons. We 
learned about how the Normans and the Saxons fought the 
battle and the strategies they used. I know that the Saxons used 
very tall axes, which I enjoyed holding. After a while, we learned 
about the punishments against crime and how they proved if 
they were guilty or not.  I had a try and apparently I was guilty! 
We learned about table manners and what you could and 
couldn’t do at the table and where you had to sit. The day was 
really eventful and fun.  We got to see what happened visually and that helped me to understand more.” 
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Futsal Programme 
 

The Futsal group have 2 students Callum Benham and Nathan Fuller, who were a part of the 
Norwich City A-Squad which won the Midlands National League 1 championship! 
 
The following 4 students were also part of the National Cup squad that have made it through to 
the national finals in June in Birmingham.  
 
The team qualified Top of the group that included Stoke, Southampton & Grimsby. 
 
The 4 students from Iceni as part of this squad are; 
 
Tom Rumsey 
Ryan Harvey  
Nathan Fuller  
Callum Benham 
 
In our Norwich Futsal development league which we run on Fridays, the Iceni team still sit top of 
the league. A close finish between them and the Norwich year 2 group, to decide who will win the 
league outright. 
    
 
Graham Lewis 
Norwich Futsal  
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Library News - Book Week 
 
Staff and students enjoyed a magnificent and magical book week earlier this month where Iceni 
Academy became a school of witchcraft and wizardry. 
 
The week began with students participating in a “Get Caught Reading” challenge which resulted in 
the giving of lots of raffle prizes.  The academy opened it’ s  very own Harry Potter shop where 
students were able to purchase wands and writing quills etc, raising funds for the Year 11 prom. 
 
The PE department introduced Quidditch to the curriculum and, it proved so popular that, it may 
well become a regular addition to the timetable!  
 
The Art department became the heart of the academy as it was transformed into the magical 
Ravenclaw Tower ably led by Mrs Crook as the grey lady. Students had enormous fun with wand 
painting and potion mixing, producing fantastic pieces of artwork including beautiful owl and 
house elf paintings. This art work is on display in the foyer for all to enjoy. 
 
The grand finale to Book Week came on Friday 3rd March. Students and staff were invited to come 
into school dressed up in the theme of Harry Potter to raise funds for JK Rowling’s charity Lumos. 
The costumes were fantastic and the academy had a wonderful and magical buzz about it.  
 
The day began with a Book Swap Breakfast Feast in the great hall, Mr Soudain sold a delicious 
warm butter beer at break time, and the prom committee held a Harry Potter bake sale at 
lunchtime.  Students took on the challenge of the Death Eater hunt, rushing to find which staff had 
dark mark tattoos, while lessons took on a magical twist including spell writing on tea stained 
parchment paper. 
 
 To celebrate the importance of reading all classes dropped everything and read during lessons 
throughout the day. 
 
Book week was enjoyed so widely that discussions are already underway in planning next year’s 
exciting events. 
 
I would like to wish you all a lovely Easter break. 
 
Mrs T Doughty 
Librarian 
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Iceni Academy Boys Football Report 

 
The football season comes to an end with many performances to celebrate. The Year 7 and Year 
10 team have had particularly successful league campaigns. Year 7 also reached Round 3 of the 
National Cup, only narrowly losing on an extremely muddy pitch, away to Archbishop. Out of the 
seven schools competing in the league, we are the smallest so it is with immense pride I can 
confirm all of our teams finished between 2nd and 6th in their respective league. All results are 
detailed below, but for all team photos please refer to our Twitter page @IceniPE. 
 
Year 7 
Won 2-0 vs Dereham Neatherd (MOTM: Ketteringham 
and Corbyn) 
Lost 3-1 vs Dereham Northgate (MOTM: Stacey) 
Won 3-0 vs Thetford Academy  
(MOTM: could not be decided) 
 
National Cup R1: Won 3-0 vs Horringer Court (MOTM: 
Brown) 
NCR2: Won 5-2 vs Westley (MOTM: Flack) 
NCR3: Lost 5-3 vs Archbishop (MOTM: Stacey)  
 
The team have shone in the second half of the season and really put into practice their hard work 
from PE lessons. It’s no surprise they recorded four victories in this time, with their finest 
performance coming against Horringer in the cup. It was also wonderful to see the boys (and girl) 
celebrate Hallam’s first ever goal against Thetford. They ended up an impressive second in the 
league, just missing out on a league final place. 
 
Year 8 
Drew 1-1 vs Dereham Neatherd (MOTM: Clark) 
Drew 0-0 vs Dereham Northgate (MOTM: Nicholson) 
Drew 2-2 vs Thetford Academy (MOTM: Bunting) 
The boy’s (and girl’s) tactical knowledge is really taking 
shape now, leading to a series of solid performances 
leaving them undefeated in the second half of the 
season. Next season we now need to push on to turn 
some of these draws into victories! They ended up fifth 
in the league. 
 
 

Year 9 
Drew 1-1 vs Dereham Neatherd (MOTM: Smith) 
Lost 3-0 vs Dereham Northgate (MOTM: Hadfield) 
Won: Thetford Academy conceded. 
 
The boys have endured a tough season but have 
continued to work hard and have recorded better 
results than last season. With this continued effort and 
good attitude I’m sure we can record more wins next 
season! They ended up an improved fourth in the 
league. 
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Year 10 
Won 3-2 vs Dereham Neatherd (MOTM: Ramsay) 
Won: Dereham Northgate conceded. 
Won: Thetford Academy conceded. 
 
The U15’s league season ended a little disappointingly 
with both Neatherd and Thetford unable to fulfil 
fixtures. However it does mean they have only lost one 
league game, so we wait to see if we’ve qualified for 
the league finals as South Norfolk League winners. 
They ended up an impressive second in the league, just 
missing out on a league final place. 
 
 
 
Year 11   
Lost 5-1  vs Dereham Neatherd (MOTM: Mayes) 
Lost 2-1  vs Dereham Northgate (MOTM: Pook) 
Won 3-2  vs Thetford Academy (MOTM: Bales) 
It’s all over for the U16’s and I’m delighted to say they 
came back to beat Thetford 3-2 in their final game for 
the school. The boys have always shown great 
enthusiasm and we hope they will continue to play 
next season. If anyone is looking for an U18 team next 
year, please see the PE department! They ended up 
fourth in the league. 
 
 
As ever, thank you for your support allowing the pupils to participate in these fixtures. 
 
 
Mr L Taylor      Mr J Spurgeon 
Teacher of Physical Education   Director of Physical Education 
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Iceni Academy U16 Netball 
 

What a season it has been for the U16 netball squad! 
 
The season started back in September with Pool 
A league matches against Thetford Grammar, 
Dereham Northgate, Dereham Neatherd, 
Wymondham College and Old Buckenham. The 
girls played some terrific netball, the highlight 
being an 8-5 win against Wymondham College. A 
fantastic season saw the Iceni girls only losing 
one game, against Thetford Grammar, and as a 
result, finished runners up in the Pool A league. 
Well done girls!  
 
This was enough to progress through to the 
semi-finals. Here, Iceni met a strong Hobart side, 
who had won their Pool B league. Some excellent 
team and individual play saw the girls win the 
game 35-14 - a brilliant performance, and one 
that meant Iceni Academy would be represented in the County Finals for the first time EVER!  
 
The league final was against a tough Thetford Grammar side, the only team to have beaten us this season. 
The match was a brilliant contest between two strong teams. Unfortunately, the girls lost the match 18-27, 
but once again, displayed some excellent netball.  The result meant that Iceni came 2nd in the South Norfolk 
netball league - a brilliant achievement!  Iceni and Thetford Grammar would now represent South Norfolk 
at the County Finals, where the best 10 teams in Norfolk compete to become County Champions.  
 
The County Finals, a tournament involving the ten top teams in the county, was played at UEA Sports Park 
on Saturday 18th March 2017. The squad consisted of Jenna Ramsay, Isobel Skeels, Evie Chaplin, Lilly Skeels, 
Mel Upson, Kayla Aspin, Jess Webb and Rhiannon Weatherley.  
 
The standard was tough. The girls excelled themselves with a number of incredible performances against 
extremely strong sides. There were narrow defeats against Thetford Grammar, Norwich High for Girls and 
Greshams, a draw against Cliff Park and some excellent wins against Ormiston Venture, Alderman Peel and 
Springwood. These results meant that Iceni secured 4th position overall. What an outstanding achievement 
girls! The 4th best U16 team out of the 65 high schools and academies in Norfolk! But there is more…..With 
the top three spots being taken by private schools, Iceni were the top placed state school in the 
competition meaning we are ranked the best U16 netball squad from a state school in the county this year! 
Absolutely superb - nothing less than these hard working, dedicated girls deserve! I am so proud of you all.  
 
Girls, it has been a total privilege to work with you over the last five years, you are an absolute credit to 
yourselves, to each other and to Iceni Academy PE. Thank you for all your hard work and commitment. You 
smashed it!  
 
Thank you to Mrs Skeels and the rest of the parents for all of your support and time (and food!) this season; 
it is very much appreciated by the girls and I.  
 
Good luck to the Yr 11’s in the squad who leave us this year, keep playing and keep working hard. Year 10’s 
in the squad, the 2017 netball seasons starts in September….who’s in?……. I know I am!  

 
Mrs Bradley  
Teacher of Physical Education 
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Mid Norfolk Cross Country 
 

Congratulations to all students who took part in the Mid-Norfolk Cross Country Competition held 
at Dereham Neatherd High School on the 10th January.  
 
The weather conditions were good (for a change) and students represented Iceni Academy well, 
with some qualifying for the next round.  
 

 
 

Norfolk Schools Cross Country 
 

Well done to Joey Anderson, Abbie Corbyn, Maddie Rolph, Asha Soanes, Sam Rolph, Joseph 
Smythe, and Ellen Ferrie who competed at the Norfolk Schools Competition, representing Mid-
Norfolk.  
 
These students were the qualifiers from the Mid-Norfolk Competition on the 10th January. The 
venue was moved from Sloughbottom Park to the Norfolk Showground this year and that made 
for a more challenging course. All students performed well with Joseph Smythe beating the place 
predicted by him and his coach by a huge 12 spots! And……the sun was shining….perfect! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss S Turner 
Teacher of Physical Education 
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Mediterranean Water Sports Trip 
Argeles sur Mer, South of France 

30th June – 7th July 2017 
 
Students are gearing up for the Mediterranean Water Sports Trip in Argeles sur Mer, South of 
France during Curriculum Enhancement Week, 30th June-7th July 2017.  
 
As part of their preparation, students are currently fundraising to raise money for kit for the trip. 
The fundraising event is taking place 28th and 29th March, 3:30-6:00pm in the fitness room, where 
as a group, students will row the distance from Iceni Academy to Calais – 300km. 
 

Please place all sponsor forms and sponsor money 
in the black box by 20th April..…thank you 

 
 

 
 
 
All students have also received kit lists (these will be issued again in an information booklet closer 
to the time).  There will be a trip information evening after Easter – the date is to be confirmed. 
Students will also be receiving medical forms and a code of conduct form shortly, which will need 
to be signed and returned. Can I also ask that you check that all passports and EHIC cards are also 
in date up to 7th July (American Passports for 3 months after 7th July). 
 
The final balance for the trip is due on Tuesday 18th April 2017.  
 
If your child is on the trip and you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me on 
01366 728333 or stu@iceniacademy.org.uk 
 
 
Miss S Turner 
Teacher of Physical Education 
 
 
 

mailto:stu@iceniacademy.org.uk
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Year 9 GCSE Business – National £50 Challenge 

 
Five groups of our year 9 Business students are participating in a national competition run by 
Larchwood Foods – Mr Hugh’s charity ‘Moth in a China Shop’.  This charity supports people 
focusing on sport and health.  The charity exists to provide support in areas where sport and 
nutritional awareness are not well established. 
 
The challenge runs from January to March 2017.  Mr Hugh’s sponsors the challenge by giving each 
team £50 as a start-up fund and £10 to physically go and buy some oil from their local 
supermarket, to get their accumulator challenge started.  
 
The object of the challenge is for each team to turn their £50 into as much money as possible over 
a ten week period. All students will receive a medal and a T-shirt along with trophies and “Love to 
Shop” vouchers for the winning teams. The team who turns their £50 into the biggest profit 
nationally will also win a weekend at Alton Towers. Students are encouraged to post their 
activities on Facebook, so the charity is aware of their progress. 
 
The students are showing great enterprise skills by buying and selling a range of different products 
and services, both inside and outside of school.  Good luck teams!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mrs D Skeels 
Director of Business Innovation 
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Year 8 Drama: What’s it like to live with a disability? 

  
Mr Weatherley and I have been taking year 8 Drama groups outside – blindfolded! 
 
As part of a Drama topic on Remembrance and Respect for war heroes, the pupils have 
experienced being led through the woods and over an obstacle course whilst blindfolded. This 
promotes teamwork and trust.  
 
Lastly, they got to run 50 metres wearing the blindfolds whilst they were attached to a fellow class 
member by a piece of string. They enjoyed the opportunity of doing something that they had 
never done before and developed an appreciation of the obstacles faced by unsighted people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr P Gordon 
Teacher of Drama
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Garden Club Spring 2017 
 

 
 
 
 
Winter is just about over and it’s nice to see some sunny spring days and all the bulbs bursting in 
to flower.  
 
It’s too early to restart Garden Club yet, as there is still a danger of late frosts. However, 
preparations are underway behind the scenes in readiness for another successful season, 
hopefully starting sometime in May. I will inform students via their form teachers as soon as a date 
is decided upon. 
 
The pond area is now going to be looked after by Mrs Williams and her science club, so we are 
excited about the improvements that we will hopefully see developing there throughout the 
summer. 
 
Mr Soudain has also approached me to try and link the garden club to his cookery lessons. Another 
interesting avenue to pursue. 
 
It will be lovely to see this part of the school turned in to an industrious extended outdoor 
classroom, providing more opportunities to enhance important life skills. 
Exciting stuff !!!! 
 
 
Mrs Stone  Mrs Griggs 
Receptionist   Cover Manager 
 
 

Iceni Academy Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 
 

Keep up to date with all the latest happenings at Iceni by regularly visiting our VLE at 
iceninet.co.uk or by scanning this link. 
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Badminton 
 
Do you enjoy a game of badminton?  Is this something that you 
might like to learn or just have a bit of fun?  If so we have just the 
thing for you! 
 
Every Wednesday, during term time, the “Shuttlers” badminton 
group meets up at the Iceni Academy hall.  The session runs from 7 – 
8:30pm and is charged at £3 per session per adult or £2 for those in 
full time education.  
 
This is a very friendly group of a mixed ability players.  Anyone welcome from amateur to 
experienced!  
 
For more information contact Christopher Stone:  chris.stone27@btinternet.com or 01366 728478 
 
 

Judo Club 

We currently train on Monday Nights at Iceni Academy Methwold, (In the rear gymnasium). 
Times are as follows:- 
5-7yrs -5.30-6.30pm. 

8-16yrs -6.30-7.30pm. 
Advanced Juniors (Orange and above) and 

17+ and Seniors (Including beginners) -7.30-8.30pm 
  

Please ring first (see number below) if interested in this last session, as we are currently waiting to 
see what the demand will be. 
 
Current Training Fees are as follows:- 
 

FIRST LESSON FREE 
5-7yrs - £2.50 

8-16yrs - £2.50 
Advanced Juniors (Orange belt and above) and 
17+ and Seniors (Including Beginners) - £2.50. 

 
Once numbers grow significantly, we hope to eventually be able to replicate Happidojo Marham 
Judo Club prices, where teenagers will be subsidised to a £1.00 fee. 
 
We also offer a ‘three for the price of two’ discount for family members. So come on Mums and 
Dads, now is the time to start! 
 
Colin McCallum   
Head Coach  
 (07905 278 857) 

 
 
 

mailto:chris.stone27@btinternet.com
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BRECKLAND TENNIS ACADEMY 
 

After School Tennis Club 
 

Iceni Academy are pleased to confirm a funding arrangement to provide the above Lawn Tennis 
Association endorsed club for this summer term. 
 
The Breckland Academy is specifically aimed at Years 10/11 and will provide coaching sessions at 
each of the following high schools: Iceni Academy, Attleborough Academy, Thetford Academy, 
Wayland Academy.  
 
There will be 13 weekly 1 hour coaching sessions, starting on Monday 17th April:  Girls - 3.30-
4.30pm, Boys - 4.30-5.30pm.  
 
At the end of the term, players from each high school will be invited to a one off festival event 
during the holidays (free of charge).  
 
After the festival, players with the most positive attitude will be invited to take part in the LTA 
Level 1 Tennis Leaders Programme. This will provide you with a qualification and stepping stone 
into tennis coaching/officiating. 
 
The sessions will be led by Stuart Silvester, a Level 5 LTA Master Performance Coach. Stuart is 
current Norfolk u/18 Boys Captain and the highest qualified coach in Norfolk.  
 
There is a one off charge of £15 to enroll onto the academy. Places are limited and will be offered 
on a first come first serve basis. Please pay via the School Money Cashless System. 
 
If you would like to take part in this fantastic opportunity, please return the slip below to the black 
box in the main corridor as soon as possible:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you have received this newsletter via email and do not have the facility to print this form, 

please contact Reception, who will arrange for one to be posted to you

FAO: Stuart Silvester 
 

I would like to take part in the Breckland After School Tennis Academy 
 
Student Name: _________________________________________________Year: ______ 
 

Student Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
 
I hereby give permission for the above named student to take part 
 

Parent/Carer Name: _______________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Carer Signature: ____________________________________________________ 
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Iceni Academy Code of Conduct 2017 

 We arrive to class on time, line up quietly and bring all necessary equipment 

 

 We enter the classroom in an orderly way, comply with the seating plan (boy-girl), and 

have our planners and equipment on our desks ready to learn 

 

 We listen to instructions and follow directions, taking responsibility for our learning and 

progress 

 

 We display positive Behaviour for Learning (complying with the Academy Behaviour for 

Learning strategy) 

 

 We wear correct uniform at all times (complying with Academy rules for jewellery, 

hairstyles and make-up) 

 

 We work to the best of our ability at all times, displaying a positive Attitude to Learning 

 

 We respect our staff, our peers, our environment and our community 

 

 We stand in silence when an adult enters the room 

 

 We walk calmly on the left-hand side of corridors, holding doors open for others 

 

 We welcome visitors to the Academy and talk to them in a positive manner 

 

 We remain outside during breaks and lunchtimes (unless a wet weather bell is sounded) 

 

 When in the Academy building, we do not: 

o Consume food and drink (unless in the dining hall) 

o Wear outdoor clothing 

o Use our mobile phones 

 

 We will be rewarded for complying with the Academy Code of Conduct 
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Term Dates 2016/17 

 
Friday 31st March   School closes at 3.15 pm 

 

Summer Term 

Tuesday 18th April   Pupils return to school 
Monday 1st May   School closed (Bank Holiday) 
Friday 26th May   School closes at 3.15 pm 
29th May – 2nd June   Half Term 
Monday 5th June   Pupils return to school 
Friday 21st July   School closes at 12:30 pm 
Monday 24th July   Staff Training Day 
 
 

Term Dates 2017/18 

Autumn Term 
Monday 4th September  Staff Training Day 
Tuesday 5th September  Staff Training Day 
Wednesday 6th September   Pupils return to school 
Friday 20th October   School closes at 3.15 pm * 
23rd – 27th October   Half Term 
Monday 30th October   Staff Training day 
Tuesday 31st October   Pupils return to school 
Tuesday 19th December  School closes at 12.30 pm 

 
* Please note that Iceni Academy’s dates differ to those in the Cluster schools. The school 

buses will be running as normal on 20th October and all pupils are expected to be in school. 
 

Spring Term 
Wednesday 3rd January  Staff Training Day 
Thursday 4th January    Pupils return to school 
Friday 9th February    School closes at 3.15 pm 
12th – 16th February    Half Term 
Monday 19th February   Pupils return to school 
Wednesday 28th March  School closes at 3.15 pm 
Thursday 29th March   Staff Training Day 

 

Summer Term 
Monday 16th April   Pupils return to school 
Monday 7th May   School closed (Bank Holiday) 
Friday 25th May   School closes at 3.15 pm 
28th May – 1st June   Half Term 
Monday 4th June   Pupils return to school 
Tuesday 24th July   School closes at 12:30 pm 


