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G/T Advanced Independent Studies Project Rubric 
	  
 Expert “A” Proficient “B” Competent “C” Incomplete “I” 
Planning and 
Project Proposal 

Plans with teacher as 
facilitator and works 
independently/inter-
dependently as 
needed 
 
 
 
Develops clear 
guiding questions 
that demonstrate 
critical thinking 
 
Develops a clear and 
precise list of 
necessary resources 
and collaboration 
responsibilities  
 

Plans with 
teacher as 
facilitator and 
works primarily 
independently/  
interdependently 
as needed 
 
Develops clear 
guiding questions 
that reflect some 
critical thinking 
 
Appropriately 
develops clear list 
of resources and 
responsibilities 
 

Relies on teacher 
to help plan and 
struggles 
working 
independently/  
interdependently 
as needed 
 
Develops relevant 
guiding questions 
that may be 
unclear 
 
Develops 
personal plans 
with some clarity 
and precision; 
shows awareness 
of responsibilities 
 

Needs to plan 
independently/ 
interdependently 
with teacher as 
facilitator 
 
 
 
Needs to develop 
effective guiding 
questions 
 
 
Develops unclear 
and imprecise 
personal plans 
toward achieving 
personal and/or 
group goals 
 

Use of 
Information and 
Resources 
during Research 
Phase of Project 

Works 
independently/ 
interdependently, 
demonstrating 
effective time 
management 
 
Effectively uses a 
wide variety of 
appropriate, 
advanced-level 
resources 
 
 
Discriminates among 
effective resources 
and is able to 
articulate reasons for 
their choice and use 
 
 
 
Research is highly 
organized and 
displays impressive 
depth and accuracy 
 
 
 
 
 

Works 
independently/ 
interdependently, 
demonstrating 
time management  
 
 
Uses a variety of 
appropriate 
resources, 
including most 
that are 
advanced-level 
 
Identifies 
effective 
resources and is 
able to articulate 
a reason for their 
use 
 
 
Research is 
organized with 
sufficient detail 
and general 
accuracy 
 

Works with 
limited assistance 
and shows 
awareness of time 
management 
 
 
Uses limited 
and/or basic 
resources 
 
 
 
 
Identifies a 
limited number 
of appropriate 
resources and/or 
struggles 
articulating 
reasons for use 
 
Research is 
organized but 
displays a limited 
depth and/or 
some inaccuracies 

Needs to work 
more 
independently/ 
interdependently 
and use time 
effectively  
 
Needs to use a 
wide variety of 
appropriate, 
advanced-level 
resources  
 
 
Needs to 
organize effective 
resources and be 
able to articulate 
whey they were 
used 
 
 
Needs to use 
research that is 
organized, 
accurate and of 
sufficient depth 
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 Expert “A” Proficient “B” Competent “C” Incomplete “I” 
Use of 
Reasoning and 
Problem 
Solving during 
Development of 
Project 

Works ably 
independently or 
interdependently, 
demonstrating 
effective time 
management  
 
 
 
Uses complex ideas 
and modifies known 
strategies or creates 
new strategies 
 
 
Consistently uses 
higher order 
thinking skills in 
decision making 
 
Demonstrates high 
task commitment to 
a self-selected 
problem or area of 
study 
 

Works 
independently or 
interdependently, 
demonstrating 
time management  
 
 
 
 
Uses ideas of 
some complexity 
and chooses the 
most appropriate 
strategy 
 
Frequently uses 
higher order 
thinking skills in 
decision making 
 
Usually 
demonstrates 
task commitment 
to a self-selected 
problem or area 
of study 

Works with 
limited 
assistance, knows 
when to work 
interdependently; 
shows awareness 
of time 
management 
 
Uses a variety of 
simple and 
related ideas with 
appropriate 
strategies 
 
Occasionally uses 
higher order 
thinking skills 
 
 
Often 
demonstrates 
task commitment 
to a self-selected 
problem or area 
of study 

Needs to work 
more independ-
ently/inter- 
dependently and 
use time 
effectively  
 
 
 
Needs to use 
complex ideas, 
modify known 
strategies/create 
new strategies 
 
Needs to use 
higher order 
thinking skills in 
decision making 
 
Needs to 
demonstrate task 
commitment to a 
self-selected 
problem/area of 
study 

In-Depth 
Understanding 
and Synthesis 
of Learning 

Shows impressive 
understanding of the 
“big idea” 
 
Reflects out-of-
school, long term 
personal interest 
 
Uses knowledge not 
previously learned in 
school and uses 
information to 
produce new 
solutions or 
ideas/not merely 
reproducing 
information 
 
Demonstrates 
advanced level 
understanding of the 
knowledge (content) 
and methodology 
(process) that are 
used within 
particular 
disciplines, artistic 
areas of expression 
or interdisciplinary 
studies 
 

Shows 
understanding of 
the “big idea” 
 
Reflects out-of-
school personal 
interest  
 
Uses some 
knowledge not 
previously 
learned in school; 
produces new 
solutions/ideas 
with little 
reproduction of 
information 
 
Demonstrates 
understanding of 
the knowledge 
and methodology 
that are used 
within particular 
disciplines, 
artistic areas of 
expression or 
interdisciplinary 
studies 

Shows some 
understanding of 
the “big idea” 
 
Reflects some 
out-of-school 
personal interest 
 
Shows evidence 
of new 
knowledge but 
relies on past 
learning; new 
solutions or ideas 
are limited and 
information is 
often reproduced 
 
Demonstrates 
some 
understanding of 
the knowledge 
and methodology 
that are used 
within particular 
disciplines, 
artistic areas of 
expression or 
interdisciplinary 
studies 

Needs to connect 
learning back to 
the “big idea” 
 
Needs to reflect 
out-of-school 
personal interest 
 
Needs to use 
newly-acquired 
knowledge not 
learned in school; 
needs to produce 
new solutions or 
ideas without 
reproducing 
information 
 
Needs to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
the knowledge 
and method-
ology that are 
used within 
particular 
disciplines, 
artistic areas of 
expression or 
interdisciplinary 
studies 
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 Expert “A” Proficient “B” Competent “C” Incomplete “I” 
Project 
Publication 

Demonstrates 
consistent 
independence, 
innovation and 
creativity 
 
 
Produces highly 
organized and 
appealing products 
 
 
 
Demonstrates a high 
degree of accuracy in 
content and 
mechanics 
 
 
Develops authentic 
product(s) that are 
primarily directed 
toward bringing 
about a desired 
impact upon a 
specified audience 
 

Demonstrates 
independence, 
innovation, and 
creativity 
 
 
 
Produces 
organized, 
appealing 
products 
 
 
Demonstrates a 
general degree of 
proficiency in 
content and 
mechanics 
 
Develops 
product(s) that 
show an 
awareness of 
specified 
audience 

Demonstrates 
some 
independence, 
innovation 
and/or creativity 
 
 
Displays some 
evidence of 
organization and 
effort to appeal to 
audience 
 
Demonstrates 
limited accuracy 
in content and/or 
mechanics 
 
 
Attempts to 
develop 
product(s) that 
show an 
awareness of 
audience 

Needs to 
demonstrate 
appropriate level 
of dependence, 
innovation, and 
creativity 
 
Needs to display 
effort, organiz-
ation and quality 
 
 
 
Needs to 
demonstrate 
accuracy in 
content and 
mechanics 
 
Needs to develop 
product(s) that 
demonstrate an 
awareness of a 
specified 
audience  

Project 
Reflection and 
Self-Evaluation 

Effectively uses 
metacognition to 
reflect on areas of 
growth during the 
project 
 
Recognizes personal 
strengths and 
weaknesses as well 
as ways to improve 
in the future 
 
 
 
Evaluates personal 
use of and growth in 
the Habits of Mind 
 
 
 
Demonstrates 
understanding of the 
benefits of being 
open to continuous 
learning 

Uses metacogn-
ition to reflect on 
areas of growth 
during the project 
 
 
Acknowledges 
personal 
strengths and 
weaknesses and 
considers areas to 
improve in the 
future 
 
Discusses 
personal use of 
and growth in the 
Habits of Mind 
 
 
Demonstrates 
some awareness 
of the importance 
of being open to 
continuous 
learning 

Attempts to use 
metacognitive 
approaches when 
reflecting on 
growth 
 
Addresses 
personal 
strengths and/or 
weaknesses 
 
 
 
 
Attempts to 
address personal 
use of and 
growth in the 
Habits of Mind 
 
Demonstrates 
emerging or 
underdeveloped 
awareness of the 
benefits or 
importance of 
continuous 
learning 

Needs to use 
metacognition to 
reflect on growth 
throughout the 
project 
 
Needs to 
recognize 
personal 
strengths and 
weaknesses and 
address ways to 
improve 
 
Needs to 
evaluate personal 
use of and 
growth in the 
Habits of Mind 
 
Needs to 
demonstrate 
understanding of 
the benefits of 
being open to 
continuous 
learning 

 


