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Grade: 5th Grade 
Subject: Social Studies 
UNIT Standards Skills Estimated 

Time 
Reconstruction 
 
Essential Questions: 
1.  What was the aim of 
Reconstruction and what 
course was followed? 
2.  How was 
Reconstruction affected 
by Lincoln’s 
assassination?  
3.  What effect did 
Southern resistance to 
the rights of freedmen 
have on Reconstruction?  
4.  What was the agenda 
of the Radical 
Republicans? 
5.  How did the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th amendments 
impact Reconstruction? 
6.  What was the impact 
of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau on 
Reconstruction? 
7.  How did sharecropping 
affect Reconstruction? 
8.  What were the 
purposes and motivations 
of subversive groups 
during Reconstruction and 
how did they rise to power 
after federal troops 
withdrew from the South? 
9.  What were the political, 
economic, and social 
effects of Reconstruction 
on populations in the 
South as well as other 
regions? 
 
 

5-1.1-4 TSWBAT: 
1. Identify and explain 
cause-and-effect relationships. 
2.  Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions. 
3.  Explain his or her 
relationship to others in 
American society and culture. 
4.  Establish chronological 
order in reconstruction of an 
historical narrative. 
5.  Compare the political, 
economic, and social effects on 
Reconstruction on different 
populations in the South and in 
other regions of the United 
States. 
 

4-5 weeks 
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Westward 
Expansion 
 
Essential Questions: 
1. How did geographic 
and economic factors 
influence westward 
expansion?  
2. How did technologies 
such as railroads, the 
steel plow, and barbed 
wire affect the 
development of the 
West? 
3.  How did federal 
policies such as subsidies 
for the railroads and the 
Homestead Act affect the 
development of the 
West? 
4.  How did access to 
natural resources 
affected the development 
of the West? 
5.  What are some 
examples of conflict and 
cooperation between 
occupational and ethnic 
groups in the West?  
6.  What were the social 
and economic effects of 
westward expansion on 
Native Americans?  

5-2.1-4 TSWBAT: 
 
1.   Create maps, mental maps, 
and geographic models to 
represent spatial relationships. 
2.  Illustrate the fact that some 
choices provide greater 
benefits than others. 
3.  Identify the locations of 
places, and the connections 
between places. 
4.  Explain the opportunity cost 
involved in the allocation of 
scarce productive resources. 
5.  Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions. 
 

4-5 weeks 

End of Nine Weeks 
 

Resources: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                          Pacing Guide 20152016
 

 
2nd Nine Weeks 

Industrialization and 
Imperialism 
 
Essential Questions: 
1.  How was the 
Industrial Revolution 
furthered by new 
inventions and 
technologies?  
2.  How did 
discrimination and the 
passage of 
discriminatory laws 
impact the rights of 
African Americans 
(include specifics 
regarding Jim Crow laws 
and the ruling in Plessy v. 
Ferguson. 
3.  What was the 
significance of 
large-scale immigration 
to America during the 
Industrial Revolution? 
Where did the majority 
of immigrants originate? 
What were the 
opportunities and 
resistance faced by 
immigrants when they 
arrived.  What cultural 
and economic 
contributions have 
immigrants made to the 
United States? 
4.  What was the impact 
of industrialization, 
urbanization, and the 
rise of big business on 
the United States?  
5.  Why did the U.S. 
control new territories 
after the Spanish 
American War? 

5-3.1-6 TSWBAT: 
1.  Explain the opportunity cost 
involved in the allocation of 
scarce productive resources. 
2.  Construct and interpret 
maps, mental maps, and 
geographic models to solve 
problems. 
3.  Establish the chronological 
order in reconstructing a 
historical narrative. 
4.  Identify the locations of 
places, the conditions at places, 
and the connections between 
places. 

4-5 weeks 
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6.  Why did the U.S. want 
to build the Panama 
Canal?  
7.  What led to the U.S. 
being recognized as a 
world power? 
8.  What factors led to 
U.S. involvement in 
World War I?  What role 
did the U.S. have fighting 
the war? 
World War I 
 
Essential Questions: 
1.  What factors led to 
U.S. involvement in 
World War I?  What role 
did the U.S. have fighting 
the war? 
2. What was life like 
during post–World War I 
period of the 1920s? 
3. What were the causes 
of the Great Depression? 
4.  How did the American 
government respond to 
the Great Depression? 
 

5-4.1-3 TSWBAT: 
1. Identify and describe 
cause-and-effect relationships.  
2. Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions.  
3. Utilize different types of 
media to synthesize 
information from a variety of 
resources. 
4. Explain how political, social, 
and economic institutions have 
influenced the state and nation 
throughout history.  
 
 

4-5 weeks 

End of Nine Weeks 
 

Resources: 
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3rd Nine Weeks 
Roaring Twenties 
and the Great 
Depression 
 
Essential Questions: 
1. What was life like 
during post–World War I 
period of the 1920s? 
2. What were the causes 
of the Great Depression? 
3.  How did the American 
government respond to 
the Great Depression? 
 

5-4.1-3 TSWBAT: 
 1. Identify and describe 
cause-and-effect relationships.  
2. Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions.  
3. Utilize different types of 
media to synthesize social 
studies information from a 
variety of social studies 
resources. 
4. Explain how political, social, 
and economic institutions have 
influenced the state and nation 
throughout history.  
 
 
 

4-5 weeks 

World War II 
 
Essential Questions: 
1. What events led to U.S. 
involvement in World 
War II?  
2.  Who were the key 
figures during World 
War II and what role did 
they play? 
3.  How did 
developments in 
technology, aviation, 
weaponry, and 
communication affect 
World War II and U.S. 
economy? 
4.  What were the social 
and political impacts of 
World War II on the 
American home front 
and the world? 
 
 

5-4.4-7 TSWBAT: 
1. Identify and describe 
cause-and-effect relationships.  
2. Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions.  
3. Utilize different types of 
media to synthesize social 
studies information from a 
variety of social studies 
resources. 
4. Explain how political, social, 
and economic institutions have 
influenced the state and nation 
throughout history.  
 

4-5 weeks 

End of Nine Weeks 
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4th Nine Weeks 
Cold War/ Civil 
Rights 
 
Essential Questions: 
1.  What were the causes 
of the Cold War?  What 
course did it follow? 
2.  What were some 
social, cultural, and 
economic developments 
that took place in the 
United States during the 
Cold War?  
3.  What were some 
advancements of the 
Civil Rights Movement? 
4.   What international 
political alliances 
impacted the U.S. during 
the latter part of the 
twentieth century? 

5-5.1-4 TSWBAT: 
1. Establish the chronological 
order in reconstructing a 
historical narrative.  
2. Create and interpret data in 
time lines.  
3.  Identify and describe 
cause-and-effect relationships.  
4. Identify multiple points of 
view or biases and ask 
questions that clarify those 
opinions.  
 

4-5 weeks 

Present Day 
 
Essential Questions: 
1.   What changes in 
world politics followed 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union?  
2.  What were some 
places in the world 
where the United States 
is involved in 
humanitarian and 
economic efforts? 
3.  What impacts were 
made by the September 
11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks on the United 
States? 
4.  How have 
technological 
innovations changed 
daily life in the United 
States?  

5-6.1-6 TSWBAT: 
1. Explain his or her 
relationship to others in 
American society and culture.  
2.  Demonstrate responsible 
citizenship within local, state, 
and national communities.  
3.  Identify the locations of 
places, the conditions at places, 
and the connections between 
places.  
 

4-5 weeks 



                          Pacing Guide 20152016
 

5.  What are some 
examples of cultural 
exchanges that illustrate 
the growing global 
interdependence 
between the United 
States and other 
countries?  
6.  What are some issues 
related to the uses of 
natural resources by the 
United States? 

 
 


