
 

 
Grade 3rd  

Subject Social Studies 
1st Nine Weeks 

Units Taught  
Standard
s 

Skills Estimated Time 

5 Themes of Geography/ Where 
in the World 
Big Idea:  The relationship 
between humans and the 
environment is described in the 5 
themes of geography.  

● Location 
● Place 
● Human Environment and 

interactions 
● Movement 
● Regions 

Essential Question:  
1. How does 

geography help us 
understand our 
world?  

2. What are the 5 
themes of 
geography and how 
can they be used to 
show the 
relationship 
between people 
and places?  

 

3-1.3 
 

Foundation 
Country, County, 
City, State,  
Location, place, 
regions, movement 

5 days 

Unit Standard
s 

Skills Time Frame 

SC Geographic Regions, Me on a 
Map  
Big Idea: South Carolina’s six 
geographic regions have unique 
characteristics that shape the 
different types of industry in the 
state and affect the ways in which 
the residents of SC live.  
Essential Questions:  

1. How does the unique 
characteristics of South 
Carolina shape the 

3-1.1-3 TSWBAT: 
-Categorize the six 
landform regions of 
South Carolina 
- Describe the 
location and 
characteristics of 
significant features of 
South Carolina 
including landforms, 
river systems, major 

15 days 



 

different areas of the 
state? 

 

cities, and climate 
regions. 
-Explain interactions 
between the people 
and physical 
landscape of South 
Carolina over time. 
 
-Identify and explain 
and physical 
characteristics, 
climate, and natural 
resources of the Blue 
Ridge, Piedmont 
Region, Sandhills 
Region, Inner Coastal 
Region, and Coastal 
Zone Region.  
 

Major Rivers and Cities in SC 
Big Idea:  
SC is a unique place with 
significant features including 
landforms, river systems, major 
cities and climate regions.  
 
Essential Questions: 
1. What major landforms, cities, 
and rivers are in South Carolina? 
How are they important to SC? 
 
 
 

3-1.2 SWBAT: 
Describe the location 
and characteristics of 
South Carolina 
landforms, river 
systems, major cities, 
and climate regions. 

5 days 

    
 
Native Americans 
Big Ideas:  
The largest Native Americans in 
SC were the Catawba, Yemassee, 
and Cherokee, each with 
distinctive culture, governance, 
and physical environment.  
Essential Questions:  

1.  How does the geographic 
location, culture, and 
government of the 
Cherokee, Catawba, and 

3-2.1,3 
 
 

SWBAT: 
-Compare the culture, 
governance, and 
physical environment 
of the major Native 
American tribal 
groups of South 
Carolina. 
-Describe the initial 
contact, cooperation, 
and conflict between 
the Native Americans 

15 days 



 

Yemassee 
compare/contrast? 

and European settlers 
in South Carolina. 
 

    
End of Nine Weeks / Nine Weeks Exam 

 

2nd Nine Weeks 
Units Taught Standard

s 
Skills Estimated Time 

Explorers Come Ashore 
Big Idea: The Spanish, French, 
and English explored SC with 
different motives, activities, and 
accomplishments.  
 
 
Essential Question:  

1. Why is it important to 
study the early people of 
SC?  

2. Compare and contrast the 
motives, activities, and 
accomplishments.  

 

3-2.2 SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
motives, activities, 
and accomplishments 
of the exploration of 
South Carolina by the 
Spanish, French, and 
English. 
 

15 days 

Colonial SC 
Big Ideas:  
The inhabitants of the early 
Carolina colony included native 
immigrant and enslaved peoples. 
These various groups enacted to 
from a unique culture.  
 
Essential Question:  

1. What happen between 
1689 and 1699 that was so 
bad for Carolina? 

2. Why the land was named 
Carolina? 

3. Why did the English 
settlers move to the 
Coastal area? 

4. Compare and Contrast the 
beliefs of the Huguenots, 
German Scotch Irish, and 
European Jews. 

5. What was the role of 
Africans in developing the 

3-2.4 
 
3-2.5 

SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
development of the 
Carolina colony under 
the Lords Proprietors 
and the royal colonial 
government. 
-Explain the role of 
Africans in 
developing the 
culture and economy 
of South Carolina. 
 

10 days 



 

culture and economy of 
South Carolina? 

 
Revolutionary War 
Big Idea:  The American 
Revolution played a significant 
role in the development of the 
new American nation. 
 
 
Essential Question: 

1. How did the Stamp Act, 
Tea Act, and the 
Intolerable Acts prompt 
the writing of the 
Declaration of 
Independence? 

2. Compare and contrast the 
perspectives of the 
Patriots and Loyalists. 

3. What was the impact of 
the key leaders and ley 
battles fought in S.C. 
during the revolutionary 
War? 

4. How was the state and 
national government 
established? 

3-3.1-5 SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
causes of the 
American Revolution. 
-Compare the 
perspectives of South 
Carolinians during 
the American 
Revolution. 
- Summarize the 
course of the 
American Revolution 
in South Carolina 
-Summarize the 
effects of the 
American Revolution. 
-Outline the structure 
of state government. 

20 days 

    
End of Nine Weeks / Nine Weeks Exam 

 

3rd Nine Weeks 
Units Taught Standard

s 
Skills Estimated Time 

Antebellum SC and Slavery 
Big Idea:  Antebellum South 
Carolina was a time of great 
wealth for plantation owners and 
hardship for slaves. 
 
Essential Questions: 

1. What was the economic 
dependence on slavery? 

2. Compare and contrast the 
six classes of people 
during the Antebellum 
period. 

3-4.1-2 
 

SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
development of 
slavery in antebellum 
South Carolina. 
-Explain the reasons 
for South Carolina’s 
secession from the 
Union. 

15 days 



 

3. How did the invention of 
the cotton gin impact 
plantation economics? 

Civil War 
Big Idea:  The Northern and 
Southern parts of the United 
States had a different ways of life 
that eventually lead to the Civil 
War. 
Essential Questions: 

1. Why did South Carolina 
secede from the Union? 

2. What was SC’s stand on 
the concept of states’ 
rights? 

3. Compare and contrast the 
beliefs of the abolitionists 
and the plantation 
owners? 

4. Explain the course of the 
Civil War in South 
Carolina. 

 

3-4.3-5 SWBAT: 
-Explain the reasons 
for South Carolina’s 
secession from the 
Union. 
-Summarize the 
course of the Civil 
War in South 
Carolina. 
-Explain how the 
destruction caused by 
the Civil War affected 
the economy and 
daily lives of South 
Carolinians. 
 
 

20 days 

Reconstruction 
Big Idea:  Life after the Civil War 
changed the economic and daily 
lives of South Carolinians. 
Essential Questions: 

1. What was the economic 
impact of the Civil War? 

2. Compare/Contrast the 
daily life of citizens before 
and after the Civil War. 

3. What were the positive 
and negative effects of 
Reconstruction in South 
Carolina? 

3-4.5-6 SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
positive and negative 
effects of 
Reconstruction in 
South Carolina. 
-Explain how the 
destruction caused by 
the Civil War affected 
the economy and 
daily lives of South 
Carolinians. 

10 days 

    
End of Nine Weeks / Nine Weeks Exam 

 

4th Nine Weeks 
Units Taught Standard

s 
Skills Estimated Time 

SC in 19th/20th century 
Big Idea:  

3-5.1-4 SWBAT: 
-Summarize the social 
and economic impact 
of developments in 

10 days 

https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf


 

There are many kinds of people 
who work and live in SC that 
make it a great place to live.  
Essential Questions:  

1. What are the changes in 
SC’s economy in the 19th 
and 20th century? 

2. What were the 
developments in 
manufacturing in the 19th 
and 20th century?  
 

 

agriculture, industry, 
and technology. 
-Explain the causes 
and impact of 
emigration from 
South Carolina and 
internal migration 
from rural areas to 
the cities. 
-Explain the effects of 
the Great Depression 
on daily life in South 
Carolina. 
-Summarize the social 
and economic impact 
of World War II and 
the Cold War on 
South Carolina.  

Civil Rights 
Big Ideas: 
The Civil Rights movement was 
long struggle to achieve equal 
treatment and end segregation.  
Essential Question:  

1. What effects did Civil 
Rights movement have on 
SC?  

2. What was life like during 
the Civil Rights movement 
in SC?  

3-3.5 SWBAT: 
-Summarize the 
development of 
economic, political, 
and social 
opportunities of 
African Americans in 
South Carolina. 

10 days 

State Government 
Big Ideas:  
South Carolina is governed by its 
State Constitution.  
 

1. What are the 3 Branch’s of 
government and explain 
why they are important?  

2. How do taxes impact state 
government?  

3-3.5 SWBAT: 
-Outline the structure 
of state government, 
the representative 
bodies of each branch, 
and the basic powers 
of each branch. 

5 days 

Tourism in SC 
Big Idea:  
Tourism has been a big industry 
in SC.  
Essential Questions:  

3-5.6 SWBAT: 
-Describe the growth 
of tourism and its 
impact on the 
economy of South 
Carolina. 

5 days 

https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/se/Instructional-Practices-and-Evaluations/documents/Grade3SupportDocument.pdf


 

1. How does tourism 
contribute to SCs 
economy?  

2.  What are the major tourists 
attractions in SC?  
    

End of Nine Weeks / Nine Weeks Exam 
 


