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Grade Second 

Subject Science and Social Studies 

Units  Standards Skills Estimated Time 

Unit:  Science Safety and 

Tools 

Topics: Scientific Method, 

Lab safety 

Essential Question(s):  

 How does knowing the 

names and uses of 

scientific tools make 

us better scientist? 

 How can we keep 

ourselves safe while in 

the science lab? 

 

Science 

         

2.S.1.1                                   

2.S.1.2  

2.S.1.3  

2.S.1.4  

2.S.1.5   

 (These inquiry standards 

will be used in each unit of 

instruction.) 

 

 

Ask and answer questions 

about familiar objects and 

events. 

Name scientific tools 

Illustrate scientific tools 

and write what each tool is 

used for. 

Explain why safety rules 

are needed. 

Create safety rules 

Describe jobs that 

scientists do. 

2 weeks 

Unit:  Our Community 

Topics: Types of communities, 

Community Workers, Where 

do we live? 

Essential Question(s):   

 What are the 

components that make 

up urban, suburban, 

and rural communities?   

 What are the jobs of a 

variety of community 

workers? 

 Where do we live? 

 

Social Studies 

2-1.3-4 

2-2.1-4 

Describe and apply 

characteristics of 

responsible citizenship  

Explain the rights and 

responsibilities students 

have in the school 

community. 

Identify ways citizens can 

make positive 

contributions to the 

community. 

Identify the constitution as 

the document that 

establishes our 

government. 

Compare/contrast rural, 

3 weeks 
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urban, and suburban 

communities. 

Explain why people have 

governments. 

Research community 

workers. 

Unit: Pushes and Pulls 

Topics: Gravity, Forces of 

motion, Friction, Relationship 

between friction and motion 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What is gravity? 

 How can an object be 

put into motion? 

 How is friction 

produced? 

 

 

 Science   

2. P.4A.1                                          

2. P.4A.2                                       

2. P.4A.3                                     

2. P.4A.4           

2. P.4A.5        

Make observations and 

predictions. 

Conduct simple 

experiments. 

Identify materials and 

follow procedures. 

Use appropriate tools or 

instruments to collect data. 

Communicate ideas and 

facts with others. 

 Use appropriate safety 

procedures. 

Define gravity. 

Explain how an object can 

be put into motion. 

Describe how friction is 

produced. 

2 weeks 

Unit:  Magnets 

Topic(s):Magnetic poles, 

Magnets, Attracting and 

Repelling  

 

Essential Question(s):   

 How do the poles of 

magnets attract and 

repel each other? 

 What types of 

materials do magnets 

attract? Repel? 

Science 

 

2.P.3B.1  

2.P.3B.2  

2.P.3B.3 

 

Compare the effects of 

magnets on various 

materials.  

Make observations and 

predictions. 

Conduct simple 

experiments. 

Identify materials and 

follow procedures. 

2 weeks 
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 Use appropriate tools or 

instruments to collect data. 

Communicate ideas and 

facts with others. 

Tell how magnets are used 

every day. 

End of 1
st
 Nine Weeks     

Unit:  Cultures and Traditions 

Topic(s): 

 Compare and contrast 

various cultures from 

across the United 

States 

 Cultural contributions 

of Native Americas, 

African Americans, 

and immigrant groups 

 Legends and Folk 

Tales 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What are the elements 

that make up various 

cultures (language, 

beliefs, culture, art, 

literature)?  

 How do cultures vary? 

 

 

Social Studies  

2-1.3-4 

2-2.1-4 

 

Compare and contrast 

various cultures from 

across the United States. 

Create a timeline. 

Use the Internet to conduct 

research.  

Take notes with graphic 

organizers. 

Recognize the cultural 

contributions of Native 

American tribal groups, 

African Americans, and 

immigrant groups.                      

Explain the importance of 

different cultural symbols. 

Tell stories and sing songs 

that reflect the cultural 

history of various regions 

in the United States. 

4.5 weeks 

Unit:  Matter 

Topic(s): 

 Properties of matter 

 Changes in matter 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What is a solid? 

 What is a liquid? 

Science  

2.P.3A.1  

2.P.3A.2  

2.P.3A.3  

2.P.3A.4 

 

 

Identify solid objects and 

materials by their 

properties.   

Sort objects into 

collections based on their 

properties.   

Use a table to record 

properties and materials of 

4.5 weeks 
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 What is a gas? 

 Can matter be 

changed? How? 

 What are the properties 

of matter? 

 

 

 

 objects. 

Experience air as a state of 

matter 

Search and sort natural and 

human-made solid objects 

outdoors. 

Construct towers from 

solids.   

Investigate the properties 

and behaviors of liquids.      

Draw the level surface of 

liquids in containers as the 

containers change position.   

Observe the behavior of 

small solids in various 

settings. 

Compare the behavior of 

solids and liquids in 

similar settings. 

Observe what happens 

when solids and liquids are 

mixed. 

Conduct simple 

investigations. 

 

End of 2
nd

 Nine Weeks    

Unit:  Regions and Maps 

Topic(s): Geographic features, 

natural resources, maps 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What are the 

geographic features in 

our area? 

Social Studies  

2-1.1 

2-1.2 

2-1.5 

Identify on a map the 

location of places and 

geographic features using 

the legend and cardinal 

direction. 

Recognize characteristics 

of my local area, including 

4.5 weeks 
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 What are the natural 

resources in our area? 

 

 

 

geographic features and 

natural resources.  

Find their community, 

state, nation, and continent 

on a map or a globe. 

Unit:  Weather 

Topic(s): 

 Temperature 

 Precipitation 

 Gathering weather data 

 Seasons 

 Severe weather 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What are the local 

weather conditions 

(including 

temperature, wind, and 

forms of 

precipitation).   

 What are the forms of 

severe weather? 

 What safety 

precautions should you 

use during certain 

types of severe 

weather? 

 

 

Science  

2.E.2A.1  

2.E.2A.2  

2.E.2A.3  

2.E.2A.4 

Observe the force of air 

pressure pushing on 

objects and materials. 

Observe and compare how 

moving air interacts with 

objects. 

Observe and describe 

changes that occur in 

weather over time. 

Identify instruments used 

by meteorologists to 

monitor air and weather 

conditions. 

Compare monthly and 

seasonal weather 

conditions using bar 

graphs. 

Observe the location of the 

Sun and the Moon in the 

sky over a day and the 

change in the appearance 

of the Moon over a month.  

Organize and communicate 

observations through 

drawing and writing. 

Acquire vocabulary 

associated with properties 

of air and weather 

conditions. 

4.5 weeks 

End of 3
rd

 Nine Weeks    
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Unit:  Economics 

Topic(s): 

 Goods and services 

 Natural resources 

 Producer/consumer 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 What are producers 

and consumers? 

 How can jobs help 

people purchase goods 

and services? 

 

 

Social Studies  

2-3.1-5 

Recognize that people 

make choices based on 

limited resources. 

Explain the personal 

benefits of costs involved 

in saving and spending. 

Recognize that people 

supply goods and services 

based on consumer 

demands. 

Recognize that the United 

States trades with other 

nations to exchange goods 

and services. 

4.5 weeks 

Unit:  Animals/Life Cycles 

Topic(s): 

 Animals Groups 

 Animals structures and 

adaptations 

 Life Cycles 

 

Essential Question(s):   

 How can animals be 

classified? 

 What are the basic 

needs of animals? 

 What are the life cycles 

of various animals? 

 

 

Science     

2.L.5A.1  

2.L.5A.2  

2.L.5A.3  

2.L.5B.1  

2.L.5B.2  

2.L.5B.3  

2.L.5B.4 

Observe organisms 

outside. 

Conduct simple 

experiments. 

Describe, classify, and 

compare animals. 

Explain how animal parts 

help meet their needs. 

Describe and compare the 

life cycles of animals. 

Identify how camouflage 

helps animals stay safe. 

Explain how animals 

protect themselves. 

Describe different habitats. 

Explain how plants and 

animals use their habitats. 

Explain why habitats 

change. 

4.5 weeks 
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Describe what happens 

when habitats change. 

Compare/contrast different 

habitats. 

Explain how animals 

survive in their habitats. 

End of 4
th

 Nine Weeks    

 

 
 
 
 


