
10/5/12Chip Ganassi Racing | Splash and Go Insider Racing News f rom Ganassi Racing Teams

1/9new.srxmail.com/t/ViewEmail/r/27E27E04B759F971

View it online Forward to a friendDid this email not displaying correctly?

October 2012

All,

What was ultimately a rather tough race, turned out very nice for the No. 01 TELMEX GRAND-AM team with drivers

Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas last weekend in Lime Rock.  The No. 01 team was able to bring home the team’s

sixth Grand Am championship and third consecutive despite a seventh place finish in that season finale.  The No.

01 team didn’t have a dominating season as in years past, but they were consistent all season, winning twice and

racking up points each week. This was the truest example of a TEAM winning a Championship

Scott and Memo proved once again that they were the class of the GRAND-AM field as they brought home the

organization’s 15th overall championship.  They also added to their record stats within the series for both

championships and wins.  They are truly great representatives of our organization and TELMEX - both on and off

the track.

We always speak of motorsports as a team sport with the efforts of our entire team leading to our success on the

track.  The same goes for our partners and their support.  Every one of our partners plays a vital role on the team

as we could not have success without each and every one of you.  It takes a COMPLETE team effort to get us here. 

Please take a moment to celebrate in this latest Championship along with our entire team.

Thank you all so much for continued support and dedication to our racing program.

All the best,

Steve Lauletta

TELMEX CLAIMS SIXTH GRAND-AM
CHAMPIONSHIP

After heading into the GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series finale at

Lime Rock Park with a 13-point lead, Memo Rojas, Scott Pruett,

and Team TELMEX were able to bring home Chip Ganassi Racing
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with Felix Sabates’ sixth series championship in the series (2004,

2006, 2008, 2010, 2011, 2012).  This was also the third consecutive

championship for the No. 01.  Pruett and Rojas showed speed from

the start by qualifying second.  After enduring a tough 167-lap race,

Pruett crossed the line in seventh place. With a season total of 379

points and two wins, the Ganassi duo finished the year 12 points

ahead of Starworks Motorsports’ Ryan Dalziel.

PRUETT AND ROJAS BRING GANASSI
THEIR 15TH CHAMPIONSHIP

By capturing the 2012 GRAND-AM Rolex Sports Car Series Drivers’

Championship, Scott Pruett and Memo Rojas brought Chip Ganassi

Racing Teams their 15th championship (INDYCAR-1996-1999,

2003, 2008-2011: GRAND-AM-2004, 2006, 2008, 2010-2012).  It was

Pruett's fifth Daytona Prototype Drivers championship (2004, 2008,

2010, 2011, 2012), while Rojas claimed his fourth Drivers

Championship (2008, 2010, 2011, 2012).  Looking forward to the

2013 season - the last before merging with the American LeMans

Series - Team TELMEX looks to expand their lead as the

winningest team in GRAND-AM racing history.

A GRAND-AM MANUFACTURER'S TITLE
FOR RILEY TECHNOLOGIES

In addition to capturing the team and Driver’s Championships,

Team TELMEX helped clinch the Chassis Manufacturers’

Championship for their chassis supplier - Riley Technologies.  Riley

completed the season with a total of 427 points, 27 ahead of

Coyote and 76 ahead of Dallara respectively.  While Corvette-

bodied Daytona Prototypes were widely believed to be faster, Riley-

bodied cars provided more consistent results.

PRUETT AND ROJAS CONTINUE
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ASSAULT ON GRAND-AM RECORDS

Scott Pruett continued his assault on the sports car record books

this season with co-driver Memo Rojas. Pruett is the most

successful Daytona Prototype pilot ever. By capturing this

season’s Drivers Championship with two wins, one pole and eight

podiums, he has re-set four GRAND-AM Sports Car Series records

- Most Driver’s Championships (five), most wins (39), most

podiums (78), and most pole positions (30). Teammate Memo

Rojas follows closely with four Drivers’ Championships, 25 wins,

52 podiums and 13 poles. During his GRAND-AM career, Pruett has

logged an impressive 55,032 miles behind the wheel of a Daytona

Prototype machine.

2012 GRAND-AM CHAMPIONSHIP
APPAREL

In celebration of the 2012 Rolex Sports Car Series Driver’s

Championship, Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates 

has produced a 2012 GRAND-AM Championship tee shirt and cap. 

The black t-shirt features an image of the 01 TELMEX car on the

back.  The black cap design highlights the team’s achievement on

the front and features bold racing stripes across the bill.  Both

designs are available for sale on the team's online store. Click

here to visit the store.

INDYCAR 2012 SEASON RECAP

The 2012 IndyCar season marked Scott Dixon and Dario Franchitti’s

fourth season as Target Chip Ganassi Racing teammates.  Dixon

posted two wins and a third-place finish in the overall championship

standings, also earning the most laps led for the season (456). 

Franchitti placed seventh but won the 2012 Indianapolis 500, making

him just the 10th driver in history to win three Indianapolis 500s.  The

2012 season marked Graham Rahal’s second with Chip Ganassi

Racing in the No. 38 Service Central Honda Dallara.  In his

sophomore season, Rahal led 28 laps and tallied seven top-10s and

four top-fives.  This season was also Charlie Kimball’s second at

Chip Ganassi Racing in the No. 83 Novo Nordisk NovoLog FlexPen

Honda Dallara.  Kimball scored six top-10s, besting his previous tally

of two in 2011.   For the first time in 2012 all four drivers finished in

the top-10 in the season finale at Fontana.
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INDYCAR UNVEILS 2013 SCHEDULE

INDYCAR announced a 19-race schedule over 16 event weekends

for the 2013 IZOD IndyCar Series season.  The expanded schedule

includes the return of Indy car racing to Pocono Raceway and the

Streets of Houston.  Also new for 2013 are Saturday-Sunday

doubleheaders scheduled for the street courses at Detroit's Belle

Isle Park, Toronto and Houston along with the implementation of

standing starts at those three venues. The 400-mile race at Pocono

Raceway will be joining the 500-mile events at Indianapolis Motor

Speedway and Auto Club Speedway on the schedule, to form a Triple

Crown award which will pay a $1 million bonus to a driver that wins

on all three ovals.  Six races – the Indianapolis 500, the

doubleheader at the Raceway at Belle Isle Park, the prime-time event

at Texas Motor Speedway as well as Iowa and Pocono - will be

broadcast on ABC.  The balance of the schedule, including the

season opener at St. Petersburg (March 24) and the finale at Auto

Club Speedway, will be carried on NBC Sports Network. The 97th

Running of the Indianapolis 500 is scheduled for Sunday, May 26.

NASCAR RELEASES 2013 SCHEDULE

The NASCAR Sprint Cup Series announced the 2013 season

schedule, a highly anticipated season as it will bring redesigned race

cars to the track. New models, Chevrolet’s SS, Ford’s Fusion and

Toyota’s Camry will make their official debut into NASCAR Sprint Cup

Series competition during the pre-season Shootout at Daytona

International Speedway, followed by the season-opening 55th

Daytona 500 on Feb. 24, 2013. The 2013 schedule marks the 65th

season for NASCAR’s premiere series.

GEORGIA-PACIFIC MAKES THEIR WAY
BACK TO NASCAR

Earlier this month Earnhardt Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates

signed Georgia-Pacific as an associate partner with Jamie McMurray

and the No. 1 team in their return to NASCAR after a few years away

from the sport.  Georgia-Pacific Professional and Communication
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Papers appeared on the No. 1 McDonald’s Chevrolet at Chicagoland

Speedway and also hosted two events with McMurray at Harrah’s

Casino in Joliet, IL before the GEICO 400.

MONTOYA HOSTS TWITTER PARTY

Juan Pablo Montoya helped celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month by co-

hosting a Twitter party with LATIS (Latinos in Social Media) in mid-

September during the Chicago race weekend.  Montoya talked with

the group about the NASCAR Diversity Program and what makes

NASCAR such a fascinating sport.  He also talked about his work

with his charitable foundation - Formula Smiles and took time to

answer questions from fans.

GRAND-AM RELEASES NEW MOBILE
APP

GRAND-AM Road Racing recently announced the roll out of their

official mobile and tablet applications.  The apps feature digital video

capabilities to foster greater fan interaction, complementing the

redesigned GRAND-AM.com website that was launched in April. It is

available for iPhone, iPad and Android and includes features such as

breaking news, schedules and standings, live event timing and

scoring, as well as access to GRAND-AM TV.  Users will be treated to

race highlight videos after each event the featuring graphics and

commentary. The new GRAND-AM TV feature also includes all race

broadcasts for both the Rolex Sports Car Series and Continental Tire

Sports Car Challenge, commercial–free.

K9S FOR WARRIORS AT RICHMOND

Earnhardt Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates and the No. 1 Bass Pro

Shops/McDonald’s Chevrolet driver Jamie McMurray hosted US Army

veteran Justin Madore and his service dog Cody at the Federated

Auto Parts 400 on September 8 at Richmond International

Speedway.  Justin is a beneficiary of K9s for Warriors, an

organization that provides service canines for returning veterans that

suffer Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder or Traumatic Brain Injuries. 

Justin and Cody were introduced at the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series

http://new.srxmail.com/t/r-l-ktdihkd-l-h/
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driver/ crew chief meeting during the race weekend in Richmond.

DARIO AND MARINO FRANCHITTI TO
RUN PETIT LE MANS

Dario Franchitti and his yougner brother Marino will join level 5

Motorsports for the ALMS season-ending Petit Le Mans at Road

Atlanta. This will be Dario’s first start for the team, but he is no

stranger to sports car racing.  Beginning in 2007, Franchitti became

the first professional race car driver to capture the 12 Hours of

Sebring, the Indianapolis 500, an open wheel title and the Rolex 24 At

Daytona consecutively, accomplishing the feat in less than one year. 

Mario Andretti and A.J. Foyt are the only others to win the four titles,

but neither did so in succession.

LIFTMASTER RENEWS PARTNERSHIP
WITH EGR

LiftMaster®, the world’s number one brand of professionally installed

garage door openers, gate operators and commercial door

operators, announced that it extended its partnership with Earnhardt

Ganassi Racing and driver Jamie McMurray through 2014. The

partnership includes LiftMaster as the primary sponsor on the No. 1

Chevrolet for one race each year.  In addition to the one-race primary

sponsorship, LiftMaster’s branding will be prominent on the car for

the remaining NASCAR Sprint Cup Series races, along with

placement on McMurray’s firesuit and the No. 1 team uniforms.

GRAND-AM AND ALMS ANNOUNCE
HISTORIC MERGER
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GRAND-AM Road Racing and the American Le Mans Series recently

announced their plans for a landmark merger.  Both series will

continue to operate separate schedules in 2013 before joining forces

under one banner in 2014 starting with North America’s premier

sports car race, the 52nd annual Rolex 24 At Daytona. The merger

has created much excitement and anticipation about sports car

racing in the United States. Class categories and a full schedule are

yet to be determined.

GRAND-AM ADDS AUSTIN, KANSAS,
ROAD ATLANTA EVENTS FOR 2013

GRAND-AM Road Racing announced their 2013 schedule that is

highlighted by three new events and a unique combined weekend

with the American Le Mans Series.  Both the GRAND-AM Rolex

Sports Car Series and Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge

schedules will feature inaugural races at the Circuit of the Americas

in Austin, Tex.(where F1 races this year); Road Atlanta; and Kansas

Speedway.  In addition, GRAND-AM will partner with the American Le

Mans Series on a combination weekend at Road America in Elkhart

Lake, Wis.: GRAND-AM’s flagship race – the 51st running of the

Rolex 24 At Daytona – opens the 2013 schedule Jan. 26-27 at

Daytona International Speedway.

SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS
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Connect with us at Facebook and on Twitter at @CGRTeams, @TCGRTeams and @EGRTeams, and 
visit our webistes Chip Ganassi Racing and Earnhardt Ganassi Racing.
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