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                                            Mars Area High School Band 

 

     Philosophy 

 

~Welcome to one of the most significant Experiences of your life!  The Mars Area High 

School Band is a very unusual, demanding, involving and rewarding activity requiring 

personal commitment and dedication to a common group goal and discipline. 

 

~Fundamental to the group’s success are respect, integrity, class, self-discipline and 

pride.  Respect for one’s self and ones fellow members results in an attitude of 

cooperation and mutual support. 

 

~Everyone depends upon all of the other members of the group for their individual 

successes.  It requires honesty and sincerity. 

 

~The Mars Area High School Band is not just a musical or physical activity, but also one 

of the mind and heart.  We each have to give something of ourselves to the group, but in 

return receive much more than we have given. 

 

~In competition, the most important thing is not that we come in first, but that we 

discover the best in each of us, and that we push ourselves to new levels of achievement.  

If we do that, score and placement for the group will take care of themselves. 

 
     Attitude 

 
~Those that have a positive and cooperative attitude, regardless of their individual skills, 

will always have a place in the organization. 

 

~Regardless of your ability, if your attitude is not a positive one, where you will your do 

individual best to improve and to see the group as successful, you should not be part of 

this organization.  Even the best performers, if they do not care about the good of the 

group, have no place here. 

 

~A positive attitude is characterized by a generally cheerful outlook toward rehearsals 

and performances, cooperation in the preparation and maintenance of facilities, and an 

eagerness to do what is necessary to be successful. 

 

 

     

 

 

 



General Conduct 

 

~NOTE:  ALL RULES IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK ARE IN FORCE AT ALL 

REHEARSALS, PERFORMANCES, AND TRIPS. 

 

~EXERCISE COMMON SENSE! 

 

~All members are expected to follow the instruction of any teacher, instructor, chaperone, 

or a student leader without question unless said instruction violates civil or moral law. 

 

~Members should not play on or play with the instruments, equipment or uniforms of 

others.  Unfamiliarity leads to potential damage and a general lack of respect for the 

belongings of others.  If you see someone picking up an instrument or equipment that is 

not his or hers, remind him or her. 

 

~Members should show respect for others by being judicious in displays of affection. 

 

~Members must take care to not get into any private vehicle from the time they arrive for 

a rehearsal, performance, or trip until the time they are released from the rehearsal, 

performance or trip.  This is especially important when we are on site at a performance or 

on an overnight trip.  Regardless of who it is, friend, relative, or someone “friendly,” Do 

not get into a private vehicle! 

 

~Whenever we are on site at a performance or on an overnight trip, you should move 

from place to place in groups.  Do not go by yourself.  Use the buddy system. 

 

~There will be no smoking by any band member at any activity, function or trip. 

 

~Anyone in possession of, use of or distribution of controlled substance or alcohol will 

be disciplined according to the Mars Area School District drug/alcohol policy.  

Possession of, use of, or distribution of controlled substances or alcohol will also result in 

dismissal from the organization. 

 

~Hazing will not be tolerated in any form. 

 

PENALTIES FOR FAILURE TO FOLLOW THE MARS AREA HIGH SCHOOL 

CODE OF CONDUCT: 

 

Violations:  The director and the High School principal will deal with students who 

refuse to follow the rules. Failure to follow the rules could result in; suspension or 

removal from the band along with detention, suspension and/or expulsion from school.  If 

a situation arises that warrants removal from a performance, event or overnight stay, the 

student(s) involved will be sent home at the expense of the parents. 

 

      



     Rehearsals 

 
~The rehearsal schedule is normally set well in advance, allowing adequate time to plan 

other activities and obligations around the established schedule.  

 

~Our goal of true excellence in performance can only be reached if each band member 

looks at the rehearsal as the means to an end.  A band member missing a rehearsal not 

only does not improve, but those on either side of him/her will have a largely fruitless 

rehearsal because of the absence.  Everyone is important. 

 

~Being on time for the start of the rehearsal is a necessity. 

 

~It is important that everyone be sensitive to the security of the band room, individual 

belongings and the school building.  Do not leave purses and other valuables in the band 

room or any other room unsecured.  If you see anyone in the band room or anywhere in 

the building that is the least suspicious or out of place, inform the band director, another 

staff person, or a school official immediately.  Security is everyone’s business. 

 

~Every band member is expected to have his/her instrument in working order and all 

other materials at all rehearsals.  This includes, music, drill sheets, pencil and chalk. 

 

~Underclassman may have an upperclassman assigned to them as a tutor to help with 

music and/or marching skills.  If you are having problems don’t pull away, ask for help.  

Everyone involved wants the group to be better, and that will only happen by everyone 

taking the responsibility for improvement. 

 

~BAND CAMP REHEARSALS ARE MANDITORY!! 

 

~The regular rehearsal schedule for the marching band after the start of the school year is 

Tuesday and Wednesday evening from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  Monday and Wednesday for 

guard. 

 
~We must often perform under strange weather conditions.  We will normally not 

rehearse outdoors in heavy rain, but will rehearse indoors and go out at the first 

opportunity.  Rehearsal is never cancelled because of the weather, unless the 

superintendent has canceled all school activities.  Again, dress for the weather. 

 

     

    Performances 

 

Football Games 

 

~The Mars Area High School Band plays for all home football games. 



 

~When we are at football games, the band members are expected to conduct themselves 

in a decorous manner.  The uniform will stay complete and neat unless the band director 

instructs otherwise.  Band members will check with the band director when it is 

necessary for them to go to the washroom or to leave the seating area for any reason.  

Only a few students will be dismissed at one time and these students must be 

accompanied by a chaperone. 

 

~During cold weather, bring heavy gloves, warm hats, heavy coats, warm blankets etc. 

for protection against the weather. 

 

Parades 

 
~Parades are a necessary part of our activity as they serve a community function and give 

us exposure within our immediate area.  The usual scheduled parades are:   Homecoming, 

Christmas and two Memorial Day services. 

 

Marching Band Festivals and Competitions 

 

~The success of the Mars Area High School Band is the result of much hard work by 

hundreds of Mars Area High School Band members through the years. 

 

~There are years of pride involved. 

 

~Our image depends upon every individual.  Our public manner, appearances and 

projection of pride (our posture) and organization are everyone’s responsibility. 

 

~The contest schedule changes from year to year and may vary in the number of 

performances because of scheduling.  The schedule is published in July. 

 

Band Concerts 

 

~Band concerts are given on two occasions each year:  Late December, and mid May. 

 

~Students may be required to attend after school sectionals and rehearsals. 

 

Attendance 

 

~Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is expected. 

 

~A written explanation of absence, preferably in advance, must be given to the band 

director for each occurrence.  The writing of an excuse by a parent does not necessarily 

mean it will be excused. 



 

~The only acceptable excuses ore significant personal illness; true family emergency, or 

wedding of an immediate family member.  Unexcused absence may result in loss of the 

band award, a lower grade, or suspension from band. 

 

~Jobs are not a reason for missing rehearsals or performances.  The band schedule is 

published months in advance to allow you to adjust your work schedule. 

 

~It is necessary that all members be prompt for all rehearsals and performances. “On 

time” is late, early is on time. 

 

~Members who wish to travel from a performance site to home with their parents MUST 

present a note to the band director 24 hours in advance of the performance.  Parents are 

expected to see the band director when they meet their child.  This will ensure two things:  

1) that the chaperones are aware of the student’s absence on the return trip, and 2) that the 

student has in fact been met and properly cared for. 

     

     Band Camp 

 

~Band Camp is usually the first three weeks in August, Monday through Thursday 9:00 

am – 1:00 pm the first week and 8:00a.m. - 4:00p.m.  the following two weeks. 

 

~Band Camp is mandatory. 

 

~Students are not permitted to leave the campus during lunch. 

 

~Students must bring a lunch on campus for lunch. 

 

     Uniforms 

 

~Band members are to handle only their own uniform.  Problems often develop from 

others “putting things away.”  Should, for whatever reason, part of your uniform be 

missing when you go to put it on, do not take someone else’s!  Report your problem to 

the band director.  You are financially responsible for the uniform and will be charged the 

replacement cost of the missing part(s). 

 

~Uniform Replacement costs:  

 

hat: $44.00   plumes: $17.50 
coats: $183.40  bibs: $96.00 pr. 
front slash: $ 27.00  Band gauntlet: $ 33.00 pr. 

 garment bag: $ 15.40 percussion gauntlet: $ 35.00 pr. 
raincoat: $ 66.50  hat box: $ 9.00    

 



~Students are to report to home football games in uniform. 

 

~Students are to report to away football games in pants, band shirt and shoes.  Carry the 

jacket in the garment bag with the sashes. 

 

~Alterations:  The uniforms have been reasonably fitted, but adjustments of the hems 

may still be necessary in some situations.  Hem adjustments are to be folded over and 

sewn with no material being removed from the uniform.  The parent in charge of 

uniforms may make the alteration. 

 

~Uniforms will need to be air dried after performances.  This requires that they be 

removed from the garment bag and hung up properly and returned to the bag when they 

are dry. 

 

~Shoes are to be highly polished for all performances. 

 

~Wind and percussion players must have black socks without colored, white emblems, or 

other markings. 

 

~The uniform is to be transported at all times in the supplied garment bag. 

 

~The uniforms get dry-cleaned at least twice a season, once half way through and once at 

the end.  It is your responsibility to turn in your uniform on time to get it dry-cleaned by 

the school.  If you are not responsible and forget to turn in your uniform by the date that 

the cleaners picks up the uniforms, then you will be responsible for getting it dry-cleaned  

and paying for the cost. 

 

    Financial Obligations 

 

~All instrumentalists will be required to purchase Black MTX Marching shoes. 

 

~All wind instruments will be required to purchase a lyre and flip folder for their 

instrument.  (This is one item that is not available through the school.  You will need to 

purchase this on your own.) 

 

~All Instrumentalists will be required to purchase a band shirt for competitions, as well 

as the summer uniform of matching polo’s. 

 

~All wind instruments will be required to purchase matching black gloves. 

 

~The Band Director will inform you of opportunities to purchase these items when a 

representative is available.   

 

      

   



 

    Bus Trips 

 

~Students will sign up for the bus of their choice before the first away event. 

 

~Students will not change busses for any reason. 

 

~All band members are required to follow the instruction of their bus chaperones. 

 

~When we arrive at any destination, all band members will remain seated until 

instructions have been given. 

 

~It is necessary that we keep the buses clean.  Pick up your trash! 

 

~Do not leave any valuables on the bus. 

 

     Fund Raising 

 

~It is a fact of life that it takes large amounts of money to operate an organization such as 

the Mars Area High School Band.  We are fortunate to have the level of financial support 

from the school district that we do.  This is, however, only a portion of what is necessary 

for a quality program. The Mars Area Band Booster Association funds instruction, 

transportation, meals and more.  The various fund raising projects benefit all members of 

the band.  Therefore, it is the responsibility of all members and their families to share in 

the fund raising efforts. 

 

~Parents are encouraged to take an active part in assisting their child in the fund raising 

process.  Most people do not like to sell.  While the band experience demands a great 

deal of self-discipline and maturity from the participants, it is not normal for them to 

meet every responsibility alone or without encouragement.  This is a perfect opportunity 

for parents to become actively involved “with” your child in something you can 

accomplish together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AFTER READING THE “MARS AREA HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 

STUDENT HAND BOOK,” PLEASE SIGN THE CONTRACT BELOW AND 

RETURN IT TO THE BAND DIRECTOR BY JUNE 5TH. 

 

I have read and understand the contents of the “Mars Area High School Marching Band 

Student Handbook” and agree to the following guidelines as stated.  

 

 

 

 

__________________________   __________________ 

Student Signature      Date 

 

 

 

__________________________   __________________ 

Parent Signature      Date    
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


