
Veterans Celebration 
Dinner and Dance

Valerie Kinney, Director

Our 2nd Annual Veterans Celebration Dinner and Dance will be 
held on Saturday, November 1st.  What a great way of recognizing 
and thanking those who served in our U.S. military by celebrating 
with a veterans program, followed by dinner catered by Mr. Mike’s 
and music performed by LaFlavour.  The celebration will be from 5:00 
pm - 10:00 pm.  Registration will be open at 4:00.  Preregistration will 
be required to attend.  Forms will be available at MAPS or on our 
website.   The cost will be $25 per person.  All military personnel, 
active or retired, are asked to wear their uniforms. Please contact 
MAPS at (330) 896-6332 or kinney.valerie@mapsairmuseum.org for 
more information. § 

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup 
to ensure the long term survival of the 
organization. If you plan to have a financial 
review done, MAPS Air Museum would 
appreciate being considered in your plans. §

MAPS Pulls
F9 Cougar
in HOF Parade

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Thank you goes out to The Pro-Football HOF Committee for 
inviting MAPS to this year’s parade. A special thanks to the Jackson 
Police, North Canton Police, Canton Police and all of the MAPS 
Members who helped transport the airplane to the parade.

Dr. Richard Maioriello and his family joined us in the parade. Doc 
is the owner of the F9F Cougar and actually flew this aircraft for the 
Navy. Thanks Doc for letting us put her in the parade. Special thanks 
to Doug and Debbie Perry, Val Kinney, John Koval, Rick Hamlet and 
Chris Kovesci for joining in the fun. §
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9:00 - 4:30
9:00 - 4:30
9:00 - 4:30
9:00 - 4:30
9:00 - 4:30

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.



Three Active 
MAPS Members, 
Remembered and 
Greatly Missed

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 

ERIC “RICK” JONES
August 27, 1948 - June 16, 2014
The following Obituary from Ohio.com

Eric “Rick” Jones, age 65 of Green, passed away June 16, 2014. He 
was the loving husband for 35 years of Barb (nee: Kline), proud father 
of Nathan and Sara (Mark) Titus and dear brother of Alisa (John) 
Charles. He is also leaves behind many sisters and brothers-in law, 
nieces and nephews, and longtime friends. 

He was a proud graduate of Buchtel High School in 1966 and The 
University of Akron in 1970 with a degree in secondary education.

Rick absolutely loved to teach and was proud to say he was a teacher. 
He loved and nurtured the many kids he influenced over the years. 
“Mr. Jones” was a beloved educator in the Barberton School District 
for two years and then joined the Coventry Local School district for 
34 years, retiring in 2006. He wanted to convey his passion for history 
and government and his love for his country to his junior high and 
high school students. 

Rick was very involved in teacher association activities at the local 
and state level and served as the Vice President of the Ohio Education 
Association from 1982-1986. He loved classic cars and was a proud

 owner who won numerous awards for his 1957 Thunderbird and his 
1986 Mustang. After retirement, he really enjoyed serving as a tour 
guide at MAPS (Military Air Preservation Society) in North Canton 
in keeping with his interest in World War II and military aviation. §

JOSEPH A. MILLER 
1952 – 2014
The following Obituary from Ohio.com

Joseph A Miller, 62, of Akron, passed away on August 29, 2014. 
He was born on March 12, 1952 in Canton, Ohio to Corvin Sr. and 
Lorena Miller. Joe had a passion for aviation and loved volunteering 
at MAPS Air Museum. 

 
He will be deeply missed by his loving daughter, Shawna DiLauro; 

parents Corvin and Lorena; brothers, Corvin (Pattie) Jr., Brian, 
Timothy, and Kevin (Patty); sister, Darcy; grandson, Christian; along 
with many other relatives and friends. §

JAMES E. IRVING
1929 – 2014
The following  Obituary unaccredited

James E. Irving passed away July 26, 2014.Born June 17, 1929 in 
Akron, Ohio, James lived most of his life in Tallmadge. 

He and his brother Thomas ran the Maplecrest Golf Course for 
over 60 years. He graduated from Kent State University in 1951 and 
served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean Was as a Lieutenant in the 
Supply Corps.
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James was a member of the Sandusky Yacht Club, Mogadore VFW 
Post #8487, Kent American Legion, Mogadore Moose and volunteered 
at MAPS (Military Aviation Preservation Society). He enjoyed sailing 
his boat “Aloha”, golfing, cards, sports, and history.

He was preceded in death by his father, James, mother, Lelah, and 
brother, Thomas James is survived by his daughter and son-in-law, 
Catherine and David Sterle; dear friend, Sue Irving; sister-in-law, 
Lela Irving; niece, Linda (Dan) Martin; nephews, Brian Irving, Paul 
and Adam Hlivko; great nieces, Abby and Anna Martin; and many 
friends. §

Curator’s Corner,
September 2014 

Jim Cameron, Curator  

A Very Famous Visitor

The last few months have been unusually strong with donations 
of various aviation related items.

One special donation is a framed limited proof print by famous 
aviation artist Stan Stokes of a Tuskegee Airman red tail P-51 
Mustang shooting down a German FW 190. It is titled “Wulf 
Hunt.”  It is #10 of only 50 produced. It is signed by twenty Tuskegee 
Airmen including Colonel Charles McGee and came with a DVD 
of interviews with Stokes and each of the Airmen who signed the 
print. Only 50 prints were made and ours is number 10.

Col.McGee visited MAPS several years ago and spent the entire 
day touring the museum and visiting with several MAPS members, 
myself included. We consumed a lot of coffee and enjoyed the 
Colonels stories of his WW II flying days. He is a true hero and a 
gentleman.

Col.McGee holds the record for a total of 409 combat missions in 
WW II, Korea and Viet Nam.  Among his medals and awards is a 
Congressional Gold Medal Of Honor. The nations highest civilian 
award. He was inducted into the National Aviation Hall Of Fame 
in 2011.

Currently, Col. McGee, in his mid 90’s is still active giving 
speeches and is involved in veterans affairs.  He gave high praise to 
our museum and said he truly enjoyed his visit.

The print is currently on display with our Tuskegee Airmen 
display. §

THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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MAPS website



A Recovery Meant to be!
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 

Friday night August 1, Christine and I were preparing to take 
the F9 Cougar at 3:00 AM to the Pro Football Hall of Fame Parade. 
We decided to go to Queen of Heaven Church to eat dinner at their 
fun fest. Bob Scofield was cooking that night and happened to take 
a break while we were there. I told Chris that I would like to go see 
how Bob was doing. You see, Bob was the owner of the 356th Fighter 
Group Restaurant that recently closed. The restaurant was on the 
other side of the airport from MAPS and created many memories for 
generations of visitors.

When I approached Bob, he said that he had been meaning to call 
me. He said, “The auction is tomorrow.” I said, they were supposed to 
tell me. All I could think about was a missed opportunity to keep the 
memories from the 356th alive. When we went home, I started calling 
our directors and most of them were out of town. I finally got in touch 
with one of our newest directors, Jim Jackson. He gladly accepted the 
task of going to see what we could get. Our priorities were; 1) dining 
room chairs, tables and booths, 2) heating/cooling units, 3) plates and 
glassware, 4) pictures, and 5) refrigeration units.

Jim was amazing. When we came home from the HOF Parade, 
we went over to see what was going on. Jim had won bids on all of 
the dining tables, chairs, booths, bar tables, stools, several batches 
of pictures, plates, glassware, the sign and guard shack.  Later in the 
week, we purchased 6 heating/cooling units that will be used for the 
maintenance building and the second floor of the hangar.

-

-

Jim did a great job of acquiring all of these items but it left us with 
a dilemma, everything had to be gone by Monday afternoon. The 
call went out to local members who responded as though they were 
being recalled into the service. We moved material Saturday, Sunday, 

Monday and the next Friday. During these days, Bob Schwartz made 
calls and anyone who could come, showed up. Each day we had 
between 12 – 15 people helping with the move.

The best way to talk about what happened was through quotes 
from the auctioneer. He said, “We don’t have guys on the payroll that 
work as hard as your volunteers.” Then he said, “I do this all the time 
and I watched your volunteers. I have never seen as much stuff moved 
as quickly or efficiently as you guys did with no one telling anyone 
what to do. It was like you all knew what to do, so you just did it.” 

I want to thank all of our wonderful members that came out to 
help with this move. Special thanks goes out to Ted Mathies for the 
use of his box truck every day of the move. 

So why was this so important? This activity was important for 
the future of MAPS so we can expand into our available space, the 
second floor of the hangar. This expansion includes, a banquet hall, 
kitchen, bathrooms, educational rooms, and more of the Gallery of 
Heroes. Because of the work on this recovery project, we have just 
furnished the banquet hall, acquired some dishes/glassware and 
acquired heating/air-conditioning units that will service the entire 
second floor. There are 5 major projects that need to be performed to 
get upstairs. 1) Kitchen 2) Windows/Drywall 3) Electrical/Heating/
AC/Fire monitoring 4) Bathrooms 5) Elevator. 

One of the most important reasons focuses on our mission. 
By acquiring the items from the 356th, we will be able to keep the 
restaurant’s memory alive as well as the patrons. Comments like, 
“I proposed to my wife in that booth.” “We had all of our special 
birthdays and events at the 356th Fighter Restaurant” show what 
special memories occurred  I am looking forward to the day when we 
can serve the first meals during the dedication of the “The 356th Mess 
Hall” or something similar at MAPS Air Museum.  §

MAPS A-7E,
Bureau Number 159268

Reed Kimball, Edu. and Sch. Coordinator 

The Ling-Temco-Vought (LTV) A-7 Corsair II was a carrier-based 
subsonic light attack aircraft introduced in 1967 to replace the U.S. 
Navy A-4 Skyhawk.  Over 1,500 of these aircraft were built between 
1965 and 1984.  The A-7 airframe design was based on the successful 
supersonic Vought F-8 Crusader.

The airframe at the MAPS Air Museum is an A-7E version carrying 
the Bureau Number of 159268.  It was built at the LTV Aviation
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facility in Dallas, Texas and officially delivered to the United States 
Navy on 21 March 1974.  

The initial assignment for this Corsair was Attack Squadron (VA) 
66 then stationed at the Naval Air Station (NAS) Cecil Field, Florida.  
Cecil Field would be “home” to 159268 for a majority of its service 
life. During this initial assignment, 159268 was deployed aboard the 
U.S.S. Independence (CVA – 62) to the North Atlantic and aboard the 
U.S.S. Eisenhower (CVN-69) to the Mediterranean and to the Indian 
Ocean. 

In April of 1981, the Corsair was detailed to the Naval Air Rework 
Facility in Jacksonville, Florida.

In August of 1982, the A-7E was reassigned to Attack Squadron 174 
again located at Cecil Field Florida.  During this assignment, the aircraft 
was deployed aboard the U.S.S. Eisenhower to the Mediterranean.  In 
August of 1984, the aircraft was reassigned to Attack Squadron 105 
and in June of that year moved to Attack Squadron 15, both at Cecil 
Field.  It was during the aircraft’s time with VA-15 that it was once 
again deployed aboard the U.S.S. Independence, this time the Indian 
Ocean.

Upon the return to Cecil Field in October of 1984, 159268 was 
assigned to Attack Squadron 82 and quickly redeployed aboard the 
U.S.S. Nimitz (CVN-68) to the North Atlantic.  

In February of 1985, the A-7E was assigned to Attack Squadron 46 
at Cecil Field.  During this assignment, 159268 was deployed aboard 
the U.S.S. America to the North Atlantic.

The airframe’s last active duty assignment was with Attack 
Squadron 105 at Cecil Field.

( continued on page 6 )

VOLUME 25  •  ISSUE  3  •  SEP-NOV PAGE 5

DIRECTOR MEETING

KENT STATE AIR SHOW

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

BOY SCOUT CAMPOUT

SKYMASTER EVENT

AIR ACADEMY

164th TACTICAL FIGHT SQ. AASOC.

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

CORVETTE CAR SHOW

CANTON IDOL

AIR ACADEMY

91st AIR REFUELING SQUADRON 

REUNION

AIR ACADEMY

DIRECTOR MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

B-26 MARAUDER BANQUET

AIR ACADEMY

CUB SCOUT & BROWNIE DAY

AIR ACADEMY

STARK STATE-FIRE TRUCK TRAINING

MAPS MONSTER MASH

VETERANS PROGRAM AND DINNER

AIR ACADEMY

DIRECTOR MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

EXPLORER MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

STARK TECH FIRE TRUCK TRAINING

AIR ACADEMY

EXPLORER MEETING

EXPLORER MEETING

SEPTEMBER

SAT, Sept 10:

SAT, Sept 13:

SAT, Sept 13:

SUN, Sept 14:

FRI, Sept 19:

SAT, Sept 20:

SUN, Sept 21:

WED, Sept 24:

SUN, Sept 28:

SUN, Sept 28:

SUN, Sept 28:

SUN, Sept 28:

OCTOBER

FRI, Oct 3:

SUN, Oct 5:

WED, Oct 8:

SAT, Oct 11:

SUN, Oct 12:

SAT, Oct 18:

SUN, Oct 19:

SAT, Oct 25:

SUN, Oct 26:

TUE, Oct 28:

FRI, Oct 31:

NOVEMBER

SAT, Nov 3:

SUN, Nov 2:

WED, Nov 5:

SAT, Nov 8:

SUN, Nov 9:

SUN, Nov 9:

SAT, Nov 15:

SUN, Nov 16:

WED, Nov 19:

THU, Nov 27:

UPCOMING EVENTS



( continued from page 5 )

In January of 1980, 159268 was dropped 
from the active inventory and transferred to 
the Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration 
Center at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, 
Arizona.

Fortunately, the aircraft’s stay at Davis-
Monthan was short as in June of 1991, it was 
transferred to the U.S.S. Intrepid Sea, Air and 
Space Museum in New York City.  While in this 
museum. 159268 was featured in a scene from 
the movie “National Treasure” starring Nicholas 
Cage.

In late September of 2004, a team arrived 
in New York City for a visit to the U.S. Naval 
Museum on the decommissioned aircraft 
carrier/museum U.S.S. Intrepid.  Disassembly of 
the Ling-Temco-Vought A-7E Corsair II (Bureau 
# 159268) and a Grumman F-11F Tiger (Bureau 
# 141783) started on September 28, 2004.  Slowed 
by difficulty preparing the F-11 for transport, the 
arrival of these two aircraft at MAPS was delayed 
until November 2004.  On 19 November of 2004, 
Corsair 159268 arrived at MAPS on indefinite 
loan from the United States Navy. 

After restoration, the A-7E was dedicated 
on November 11, 2010 at Faircrest Memorial 
Middle School to the memory of two Navy pilots 
from VA-105 based on the U.S.S. Saratoga that 
were killed in Vietnam in 1972 and whose names 
are memorialized on the cockpit of the aircraft. §

Chairman’s 
Notes

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 
 
The MAPS family lost three very active and 

dedicated members this summer.

Rick Jones passed away suddenly in June.  
Rick was a tour guide. When he wasn’t 
conducting a tour he could often be found 
researching information on one of our aircraft 

or learning more about one of the many displays 
in our Gallery of Hero’s.  If you had a question 
on something in the museum Rick would always 
have the answer.  

Joseph Miller passed away on August 29th 
after a fight with cancer.  Joseph was very active 
and when saw something that needed repaired 
built he would just jump in a do what had to 
be done.  Several years ago the lower roof on 
the hangar needed recoated, Joseph and his 
cousin Joe Wayand spent several weeks in the 
hot summer spreading roof coating almost 
daily.  Another project was painting the gutters 
around the lower hangar roof.  Joseph placed two 
very high ladders up with scaffolding between 
the ladders and single handedly scrapped and 
painted those gutters.  We have since acquired 
a high lift to do these type jobs.  Joseph was 
often the first MAPS member visitors would see 
when they drove into MAPS and his smiling face 
would direct them to a parking area. 

Jim Irving Passed away on July 26th.  Jim 
worked in the gift shop for several years until the 
middle of 2012 when health issue’s caused Jim 
give up his gift shop duties.  Jim normally worked 
at least two days in the gift shop and sometimes 
more when other members could not make it in.  
Jim was a good source on the happenings around 
MAPS as he kept track of all goings on.  

We also lost Paul Sullivan, husband of MAPS 
member Lynn Sullivan and Jim and Mary Ann 
Cameron’s Son in Law.  

MAPS annual board of director elections were 
held in June.  The membership elected Valerie
Kinney and Jim Jackson as new board members 
and reelected Rick Hamlet and Bob Schwartz.  
Schwartz and Hamlet were reelected as board 
chairman and vice chairman at its reorganization 
meeting in July.

Elsewhere in this issue Executive Director 
Kim Kovesci discusses our adventures at the 
356th Fighter Group Restaurant.  The MAPS Air 
Museum has the greatest group of volunteers 
bar none.  Volunteers responded on short notice 
three times to our call for help.  One volunteer, 
Tim Petroff, said he had tee time for golf but he
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would see what he could do, about 90 minutes later he was at 356th 
working away. I called Alan Hess and Sherry Bayer said he was 
working but asked if she could come, she beat me to the 356th! I had 
the “fun” job of making calls for volunteers two different times and 
everyone I called, unless they were working or out of town responded.  
A big MAPS thank you, you guys and gals are the greatest. §

MAPS Christmas Party
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 

Mark your calendars for this years MAPS members Christmas 
party.

December 6, 2014 at 6:00PM in the Hangar.
New this year, at the suggestion of a number of our volunteers the 

gift exchange has been eliminated and replaced with a gift donation 
of food for the Ohio Air National Guard food pantry.  Plan on being 
generous. §

B-26 Marauder 
Reunion

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 
  
Steve Thorp has invited MAPS Air Museum Members to participate 

in the 2014 Akron Marauder Reunion. The Reunion will be held from 
October 16-18, 2014 and will include a reception/banquet in MAPS 
Air Museum Hangar.  For more information or to download the 
registration form, go to our website, www.mapsairmuseum.org

MAPS’s B-26 Crew has made a tremendous amount of progress 
on our aircraft. This summer’s progress was amazing with the 
installation of the remainder of the tail, both of the engines and 
props were mounted all in preparation for our visitors. They are 
currently working on the engine cowlings, the leading edge and the 
windows.  Good job and I am sure that our visitors will be impressed 
with your progress! §

MAPS F9F-8P
Serial Number 144402

Reed Kimball, Edu. and Sch. Coordinator 

The F9F-8P is one of only four of this version of photo-
reconnaissance airframes on display in the world.  

The F9F-8P that is on display at the MAPS Air Museum was 
constructed at the Grumman Corporation facility in Bethpage, New 
York and accepted by the United States Navy on February 8, 1957.  
It was assigned to the Bureau of Aeronautics (BuAer) at Norfolk on 
February 13, 1957.  (NOTE: Congress established BuAer in 1921 in 
order to create a single organizational home for Naval Aviation. Prior 
to 1921, cognizance for aviation had been divided among various 

( continued on page 8 )
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QUESTION: 
MAPS now has two F-86 Sabres (F-86A & F-86D).
What was the mission of each?
(answer on page 08)

MAPS TRIVIA
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MAPS TRIVIA ANSWER:   The F-86A - Fighter  /  The F-86D - Interceptor

( continued from page 7 )
Navy bureaus and other organizations.)  After a short return to 
Grumman’s Bethpage facility, 144402 was assigned to Photographic 
Reconnaissance Squadron (VFP) 62 based in Jacksonville, Florida.  
VFP-62 was an aviation unit of the United States Navy in service from 
1949 to 1968. The squadron provided a detachment of reconnaissance 
planes for each of the Carrier Air Wings of the U.S. Atlantic Fleet.  

June 6, 1957 saw the aircraft assigned to Detachment (Det) 36 of 
VFP 62 aboard the U.S.S. Randolph. After a few months operating 
off the East Coast, Randolph deployed to the Mediterranean on 1 
July 1957. Between August and December, as political turmoil in 
Syria threatened to further disturb the already turbulent Mideast, she 
patrolled the eastern Mediterranean. Back in the United States on 24 
February 1958, the flattop made her 5th Mediterranean deployment, 
again with 144402 aboard, from 2 September 1958 – 12 March 1959.

Returned to Jacksonville in March of 1959, the aircraft was re-
assigned to O&R BuAer M&S (Overhaul & Repair  Facility, Bureau 
of Aeronautics, Maintenance and Support Division) at the Naval Air 
Station at Norfolk, Virginia on August 9, 1959.  After a short return to 
VFP 62 in Jacksonville (September 9 – November 9, 1959), the aircraft 
was returned to the Maintenance and Support unit at Norfolk.  On 
February 29, 1960, 144402 was assigned to the Bureau of Weapons 
(BuWeps) Detachment at Norfolk. The Bureau of Naval Weapons 
(BuWeps) was part of the United States Navy’s material organization 
between 1959 and 1966, with responsibility for procurement and 
support of naval aircraft and aerial weapons. 

F9F-8P, serial number 144402 was stricken (removed) from the 
Navy’s aircraft inventory in May of 1960.

This airframe came to MAPS from a private donor in Magnolia, 
Ohio who flew an F9F-8P over Lebanon during the crisis there in 1958 
while assigned to the U.S.S. Essex (CVA-9).  The airframe was sold to 
this individual in December 2005 by the Wings of Eagles Museum 
in Horsehead, New York.  Restoration of the airframe was started at 
the Waynesburg Carriage Factory.  When it was found that some of 
the restoration required was beyond the capability of the factory, the 
airframe was placed in storage at that location until moved to MAPS 
in October of 2012.  §

Quotable Moment
Chris Paprocki, Newsletter Editor

Sometimes, flying feels too godlike to be attained 
by man. Sometimes, the world from above seems 
too beautiful, too wonderful, too distant for 
human eyes to see . . .

Charles A. Lindbergh
The Spirit of St. Louis, 1953


