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Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.

Jerry Patton, MAPS Member 
Aviation Technology Instructor

(Aviation Technology Program Classroom at MAPS, pictured above)

Greetings to everyone at MAPS!  The last time I wrote to the 
membership it was February, cold and snowy, and the Aviation 
Technology program from Portage Lakes Career Center had not 
yet been approved.  Since then, so many changes have taken place.  
Since approval from the administration at Portage Lakes was 
given in April, it’s hard to believe that this much has happened to 
pull it all together.  The pace at times seemed slow, but in reality; 
the old training room has been transformed from a cold corner 
of the museum to a whole new learning environment for high 
school students.

On August 24th, the inaugural Aviation Technology class 
started in that new learning environment.  While there were a 
few bumps in the road, and it is a work in progress, I am happy 
to report that so far, everything has gone as designed.  The eight 
students have enjoyed this learning atmosphere immensely.  
Seven of the students are brand new to the world of aviation while 
one is a licensed pilot.  All have hopes and aspirations of carving 
out their own niches in the world of aviation.  I feel fortunate 
to have this opportunity to work with them but more so in this 
environment.  I will give one short example.  One of their first 
lessons was to learn the major components of the aircraft.  At the 
career center, that would have been difficult. Here it’s just a short 
walk to every static display that an instructor could need in the 
hangar.  A few days after the first class, we also welcomed our 
first guest speaker, 1Lt. Ryan Patton, USAF. He is currently an 
F-15 Strike Eagle pilot and offered his advice to the students on 
how to reach goals and career planning.  He also offered a look 
at the aerodynamics of the F-15 and how it compared to what the 
students have already learned in small aircraft.

During the course of their two year program the students 
will learn aerodynamics, fundamentals of flight, air traffic 
control, weather, and most importantly, the history of aviation.  
The Ohio Department of Education curriculum is designed to 
roll all four of these major components with their respective 
competencies together with a capstone service project to meet 
all the requirements for graduation.  In addition, an articulation

(...Article continued on Page 02)



MAPS WELCOMES
New Members

May 02, 2015 - September 01, 2015
JOIN TODAY!

Ted Dudra

Leonard Palmer Sr

Jacob Sherman

Patrick Smith, family

Tom Baum, family

Thomas Olesen, family

Matthew Thayer, family

David George

Deborah Mills 

Ralph Morrison

Richard Osborn

Jason Purkey, family

Aaron Bouie III, family

Thomas Deuri, family

Robert Dooner, family

Scott Hazzard

Conrad Moeller, family

Kevin Myers

Andrew Rosenberg

John Sullivan

Helen Meder

John Burleson

Paul Marcinlcoski, family

Lisa O’Brien

Henry Schaefer

Robert Weston, family

Robert Alderman, family

Rui Remedios, family

Jim Byerly

jehoffa Hoffa, family

Leslie Peine, family

Tim Rhodes

Maureen Austin

Tena Brown, family

Tionne Eckard, family

William Howell

Jason Jones, family

John Kuster, family

Michael McCaffrey, family

Kenneth Moser

John Pence

Glen Shipway, family

Janice Spadone

Judith Weber

Albert Ammerman, family

Guy Atkinson

Bill Cutshall, family

Barbara Glenn

Robert Haas, family

Justin Hardesty, family

Roger Herbst

Cynthia Kisik, family

Dewey Knight

Fred Merritt, family

David Oplinger

Steven Schloenbach, family

Robert Stouffer, family

La(Vern)Wolgamott, family

Ann Emanuele, family

Chris Stefano, family

Peter Westergard

Lingun Xu

Ellen Mann

Vincent Spadone

Blaine Fletcher, family

Jon Lehrer

Matthew Barker, family

Larry Bostic, family

Mike Dean, family

Chelsea Goodwin

Glen Graham, family

Burt Harter, family

Bethany Johnson

Charles Martin

William Shayler, family

Zachery Steiner, family

Gerry Maddock, family

Matthew Hlava, family

Jerry August, family

Jesse Stewart, family

Peter Bate, family

William James, family

Gary Mcafee, family

Richard Monter, family

Barbie Rhoades

Franklin Shew

Adam Snelly

Jeremy Wagner, family

Linda Wilcox

Jason Zwick

Christopher Ungashick

Kenneth Summer, family

David Vasco, family

John Shapiro

Don Shury

Thomas Baron

John Hughes

Kristi Nowakowski, family

Harry Strickland

Chris Aguilar, family

James Ertle, family

Paul Gibbons

James Jones

Gean Plunkett, family

Rebecca Richards, family

Earl Thomas

Chuck Slusarczyk, family

Terry St Clair, family

Charlie Grant, family

Don Polyak, family

Robert Stalnaker, family

George Lechner

Joseph Modrak

Carl Peshoff

PAGE 2 VOLUME 26  •  ISSUE  3  •  SEPT-DEC

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

2260 International Parkway
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(...Article continued from Page 01)

agreement is in place with Kent State that will allow college credit to 
be earned if a student takes this program and successfully test out 
of those individual courses.  While the students are eager to learn, 
they are anxiously awaiting the opportunity to work throughout 
the museum in various capacities.  Of course they also love the 
flight simulators.  These simulators will be used to teach everything 
that a student needs to gain their private pilot’s license before they 
take one actual flight lesson.  Technology will also be in place that 
allows all to be networked together with an air traffic controller.  
From his workstation, the instructor will also have the ability to 
instruct all students at the same time.  Naturally the students will 
also learn the amazing history behind the heroes.  The students 
have already begun to learn and appreciate the sacrifices that were 
made and many of them by you, the members.

I would like thank each and every member of MAPS who either 
directly or indirectly helped in this process.  Many of you may 
have been unaware that your efforts were going to help make this 
venture complete.  Throughout the entire process, Kim Kovesci 
and Reed Kimball have been, as usual, invaluable.  Also, I would 
like to personally thank all of you for welcoming myself and 
students to the museum.  So many people have been so gracious 
and accommodating and that list is too long to mention everyone.  
A true testimony that the members make MAPS what it is.  Finally, 
I would be remittent if I didn’t thank the Superintendent of Portage 
Lakes, Ben Moore, for his support of this new program.  Not only 
did he believe in the program, but he has also been involved at 
a hands-on level from the beginning.  From helping me to get 
organized, to making sure that the technology arrived, to the 
room construction being completed, to arranging busing, right 
down to allowing the maintenance staff of the career center to help 
prepare the class even though their to-do list was a mile long over 
summer. He was a cornerstone between MAPS and Portage Lakes 
Career Center.  Take off is complete and hopefully only light or not 
turbulence ahead.  Feel free to move about the classroom and visit 
because we are now a part of MAPS. §

Grant Received for 
Hangar’s Second Floor

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

MAPS has received a $30,000 grant from The Ward J. & Joy 
A. Timken Foundation. The grant was written in support of a 
second floor room that will be remodeled and house the Ohio 
Military Museum’s displays along with an area designated for the 

Ohio National Guard. MAPS Member, Joe Sekely is creating the 
drawings that will be used for the remodeling project. This project 
is very exciting because it is the first step in utilizing the second 
floor of the main hangar. We want to thank Mr. and Mrs. Timken 
for their continued support and encouragement throughout the 
years and I am sure they will be very pleased with the results. §

(Second Floor of MAPS Hangar, pictured above)
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MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”



(Bob Withee at the Memorial, pictured above)

P-51 Memorial
Plaque Unveiling

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

On Sunday, June 14th, Flag Day and MAPS WWII veteran Bob 
Withee’s 94th birthday, MAPS held a “plaque unveiling ceremony” 
at the P-51 Mustang Memorial at the Massillon Rd. entrance to 
MAPS.  The plaques memorialize the dedicating of the P-51 
memorial to Bob Withee, WWII P-51 Mustang pilot and the ANG 
112th Fighter Squadron that flew the P-51 out of our MAPS hangar 
in the early 1950’s.  The P-51 has the same markings as Bob’s 
second P-51 “Jean Ann II”.  The plaque has Bob’s WWII history 
and pictures Bob’s Mustang with a young Bob Withee. The 112th 
plaque also has a brief history of the unit.  Bob Withee’s 48 star 
flag that he flew over every WWII duty station was raised over the 
event on a temporary Flag Pole.  Kim Kovesci gave a short speech 
and then Bob uncovered his plaque.  The group then proceeded 
to the hangar where we celebrated Bob’s birthday.  The highlight 
of the ceremony came when MAPS member and WWII veteran 
Ralph Lynn called in from Laurens, SC and recited the sonnet 
“High Flight”.  Everyone was smiling or had tears in their eyes.  
Ralph reciting High Flight has become a tradition at MAPS but 
Ralph has been at his daughters in South Carolina recuperating 
from some health issues.  

This doesn’t quite complete the P-51 Memorial, an Eagle Scout 
project is now in progress to add a walking path to the Memorial 
area which will contain bricks with all the sponsors’ names that 
helped with placement of the Memorial. §

2015 Wings of Freedom 
Tour visits MAPS

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

About a week before the expected arrival of Collings 
Foundation’s aircraft to MAPS, I received a call. “How would you 
like to store the B-25 Mitchell until the rest of the planes come to 
MAPS?” That was the easiest decision I have ever made and the 
next day Collings Foundation’s B-25 pulled through the gate. Rob 
Collings was the pilot and had enough time to take a quick tour 
of the facility before his commercial flight home. He hadn’t seen 
MAPS in a number of years and was very complementary of our 
improvements. He specifically was impressed with the progress we 
have made on the B-26, the Gallery of Heroes and the library.

The B-25 sat on our flight-line parked for our visitors to admire 
until her sisters, the B-17 and the B-24 showed up with that little 
thing called a P-51 Mustang. We knew when they were all parked 
on the ramp that we were in store for a great weekend. One of 
our members mentioned that if you include our B-26 and C-47 
that we were looking at a significant number of the workhorses 
of WWII.

Over the next three days, we welcomed our visitors at a record 
pace. We ended up with over 2,300 visitors and non-working 
MAPS members. The weather was beautiful and we all enjoyed 
the weekend.

Behind the scenes and with Collings help, we were able to 
provide rides for some very deserving individuals. Several media 
representatives reported their unforgettable adventures in their 
papers, a couple from a local foundation never expected to receive 
such a wonderful opportunity to fly in a B-24, a member received 
the thrill that he will never forget in a B-25, and a couple B-25 
pilots were given a treat to remember in a B-17. One of the B-25 
pilots was Joe VanDevere who is well known for giving back to the 
community. He had not been to MAPS in a very long time and was 
very impressed with the growth of the entire organization.

Earlier in the week, we received a call requesting a P-51 fly-over 
for a car show that was being held on Saturday. The owner of the 
dealership, Dick Kempthorn is a MAPS Member, flew P-51’s and 
F-86’s when he was in the service and recorded 101 missions in 
Korea. We coordinated the flight with the pilot and called the 
dealership as soon as the P-51 started her engine. As the announcer 
started talking about the possibility of the fly-over, the P-51 flew 
right over head. What a thrill for Mr. Kempthorn and we were very 
happy that we were able to do it.
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I want to thank all of the MAPS volunteers who worked long 
hours to support this very important event. The 2015 visit by the 
Wings of Freedom tour was the most successful and best attended 
event in recent years. Most importantly, we were able to do some 
really nice things for some very special people and it doesn’t get 
any better than that. § 

Curators Corner,
Fall 2015

Jim Cameron, Curator

Things just keep getting better and better for MAPS and the 
curators department.

In mid August, we were asked by a third party to contact NASA 
astronaut Michael J. Foreman concerning the creation of a NASA 
display. This is something that has been on our back burner for 
some time now and this will probably move to the top of our 
priority list.

Captain Foreman is on board and stated he will be glad to be of 
help in any way he can. He has given us a contact at NASA Glen 
in Cleveland who immediately responded with information on the 
necessary steps to take to become registered, forms to submit and 
a list of currently available NASA artifacts.

Captain Foreman grew up in nearby Wadsworth, Ohio and 
has an extensive history with the U.S. Navy and NASA including; 
Graduating from the U.S.Naval Academy and being a test pilot 
as well as a test pilot instructor. After astronaut training he 
accomplished many milestones ie; flew twice to the International 
Space Station delivering much needed supplies and technical 
equipment and bringing back fellow astronauts who had been 
serving time on the space station. He made five spacewalks, spent 
637 hours in space, and on one mission he made 2500 orbits 
equaling 6.5 million miles in 10 days, 19 hours and 16 minutes.

In his career he was awarded many distinguished awards and 
decorations and has logged 7000 hours in 50 different aircraft.

Captain Foreman flew in to the MAPS 2000 air show in a T-38 
jet trainer. As an airport employee was directing Captain Foreman 
to a location to park the aircraft, the chosen direction contained a 
substantial muddy area where the plane became stuck.

I asked the captain if he remembered this, here is his reply;”Of 

course I remember the “mud” incident. I had a successful career at 
NASA in spite of that setback.”. §
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SANTA FLY IN - WWW

DIRECTORS MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MERRY CHRSITMAS

NEW YEARS EVE

HAPPY NEW YEARS

DIRECTORS MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

DIRECTORS MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

DIRECTORS MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

DIRECTORS MEETING

CUB SCOUT PINEWOOD DERBY

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

SPRING PANCAKE BREAKFAST

DIRECTORS MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

DIRECTORS MEETING

CAR SHOW - DON SITTS

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

NORTHERN OHIO DUCATI AND 

TRIUMPH

DECEMBER

SUN, Dec 6:

WED, Dec 9:

SAT, Dec 12:

FRI, Dec 25:

THU, Dec 31:

JANUARY

FRI, Jan 1:

WED, Jan 6:

SAT, Jan 9:

FEBRUARY

WED, Feb 10:

SAT, Feb 13:

MARCH

WED, Mar 9:

SAT, Mar 12:

APRIL

WED, Apr 6:

SAT, Apr 9:

SAT, Apr 9:

SUN, Apr 24:

MAY

WED, May 11:

SAT, May 14:

JUNE

WED, Jun 8:

SAT, Jun 11:

SAT, Jun 11:

SAT, Jun 25:

UPCOMING EVENTS



MAPS C-47B – 
Serial Number 
45-928

Reed Kimball, MAPS Director of Education

In this edition of The Briefing, I will 
highlight one the first aircraft added to 
the collection here at MAPS.  In its current 
location, it is typically one of the first aircraft 
that a visitor sees when driving up the entry 
road and, as such, has become the most visible 
representative of the museum.

The Douglas C-47B (Serial # 45-928) was 
manufactured by Douglas Aircraft in their 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma plant.  It was 
delivered to the U.S. Army Air Corps on 17 
July 1945.

(C-47 Interior w/ Metal Jump Seats, pictured above)

Over its career ’928 traveled widely.  It was 
initially assigned to Air Transport Command 
in Denver and remained with ATC until 
October 1946.  During this period, it served 
with the 555th, 594th and 554th AAF base 
units at Love Army Airfield in Texas, Topeka, 
Kansas and Memphis, Tennessee respectively.  
While in Memphis, it was converted to 
C-47D configuration.  The modification 
involved removing the superchargers from 
the engines.

In October of 1946, ‘938 was assigned to 
the 54th Reconnaissance (Very Long Range 
Weather) at Morrison Army Air Field in 

Florida.  It served with this unit until June 
of 1948, when it was reassigned to Fairfield-
Suisun Air Force Base in California.

The Duck remained at Fairfield-Suisun 
until February 1952, serving with the 1501st 
and the 1704th Air Transport Groups and 
the 1733rd Air Transport Squadron, all part 
of MATS (Military Air Transport Service).  
It departed sunny California in February of 
1952 to serve with the 1701st Air Base Group 
at Great Falls Air Force Base in Montana.

Even colder climates were in ‘928’s future 
when it departed Montana in May, 1952, for 
Elmendorf AFB in Anchorage, Alaska and the 
1727th Support Squadron.  It would remain at 
Elmendorf until May, 1954 (except for a brief 
reassignment to the 1726th Support Squadron 
at McCord AFB in Tacoma, Washington in 
June and July of 1953).

In May of 1954, ‘928 was moved to Miami, 
Florida for work, followed by reassignment to 
the 1707th Maintenance Squadron in Palm 
Beach, Florida in August.  The Duck was 
reassigned to the 1100th Operations Group at 
Air Force Headquarters Command at Bolling 
AFB in Washington, DC.  It remained there 
until July, 1961, at which time it was again 
reassigned to the 1001st Air Base Wing at 
Andrews AFB in Maryland.

In May of 1962, the Duck was retired to the 
boneyard at Davis-Monthan AFB in Arizona.  
However, it didn’t stay there long.  In June, it 
returned to Maryland to Fairchild Aircraft in 
Hagarstown.  There it was refurbished prior to 
being dropped from the Air Force inventory

(C-47, Serial #45-928, pictured above)
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and transferred to the Moroccan Air Force.  The Duck stayed in 
service with the Moroccan Air Force until April 1978, when it 
entered the Civil Aviation rolls with Euroworld California, Inc. in 
April of 1978.  Euroworld took possession in July of 1978.  Its initial 
civil registration was N9853A, which was changed to N54599.

In September of 1980, ownership of ‘928 changed to Vision Air 
International.  The Military Aircraft Restoration Corporation 
acquired the C-47 in October of 1984.  During this time ‘928 
was located at Exeter in Devonshire, England.  The C-47 moved 
to several MARC locations including the 56th Fighter Group 
Restaurant at Republic Airport on Long Island, before being 
delivered to MAPS in September of 1991. §

Thank You Note from 
a Very Happy Bride

Anonymous

I wanted to drop you a note to let you know that the wedding 
was absolutely wonderful, and we’re so very, very thrilled with 
how it turned out. The venue itself, of course, was fantastic, 
and provided a perfect backdrop for the atmosphere we wanted 
to create. Our guests were so excited to see the planes! The 
experience MAPS provided was memorable and very special, and 
we’re so glad we had the opportunity to be there!

(Photo from the Wedding, pictured above)

On top of that, I can’t say enough about how helpful and 
gracious your staff was. They shined in so many different ways! 
They eagerly jumped in to help move tables and chairs and flowers 
and boxes. They greeted me with a calming smile when I arrived, 
much later than expected, looking for a private place to change 
my clothes. They moved signs and turned music on and off and 
adjusted fans. They talked to all the guests about the history of 

the planes. They were so patient with the photographer, Paul and 
myself about taking pictures! I’m not sure of the two gentlemen’s 
names who followed us with the ladder, giving us pointers on 
how to navigate on the plane wing or gracefully get into the 
cockpit. But, they were definitely invaluable - I never would’ve 
made it into that tiny little space without good direction! :-) They 
even offered great suggestions for photos, too! §

MAPS Membership 
Anniversaries

May 02, 2015 - September 01, 2015

20 YEARS

15 YEARS

10 YEARS

5 YEARS
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Craig Maternowski

Kent Kleinknecht

Robert Roberts

Richard Mcgraw

Mick Ibyrnes

BG Tim White

Thomas Duke

Bryan Brubaker

Gary Haught

John Olive

Don Mayer

Ernest Petti

Gary Rossi

Mac Mcfarland

Dennis Whalen

Harry Rose

Robert Yareff

Jack Hastings

Michael Kwiatkowski

Roger Holland

Christopher Montagino

Robert Green

William Markley

Allen Miller

William Willaman

Carl Dodge

Dennis Bachtel

John Smucker

Chet Starn

Jeff Grametbauer

David Johnson

Jim Shoop

Bob Sours

Terry Eller

William Humphreys

JOIN TODAY!
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Massillon’s Ohio 
Military Museum 
Moves to MAPS

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director 

The Ohio Military Museum is located in Massillon and displays 
many artifacts of local residence. MAPS was approached and 
asked to bring the entire museum to MAPS where it would be 
displayed in a dedicated space. We are pleased to announce that 
we will absorb the artifacts of OMM, create a space on the second 
floor of the hangar dedicated to their displays and welcome their 
membership into Military Aviation Preservation Society. Work 
has already begun to move the items into storage at MAPS until 
the room is ready. Plans are to use OMM’s sign that is front of the 
current location on Lincoln Way in Massillon and install the sign 
on the hangar wall near the door to the room where the OMM 
collection will remain intact. §

MAPS Receives Grant 
for Heating System

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

(MAPS Heating System, pictured above)

MAPS Air Museum has received a grant of $20,000 from GAR 
Foundation. The funding was authorized in support of project 

to replace the heater in the main hangar with radiant heaters. 
This type of heating system works very well in this application 
because it heats objects, the aircraft which heat the area. The new 
system will be quieter, less drafty, provide more consistent heating 
throughout the hangar, reduce our heating costs, allow us to remove 
the current heater and reinstall the catwalk. The grant from GAR 
Foundation will cover about 40% of the project. The remainder 
of the project will be funded by another grant or internally with 
MAPS funds. We would like to thank GAR Foundation for their 
support of this very important project. §

Chairman’s Notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

It has been a very busy summer at MAPS and I would like to 
extend a BIG MAPS thank you to all our volunteers and staff for 
all of your hard work.

We welcome all the members from the Ohio Military Museum 
in Massillon to the MAPS family. The move has already started 
and should be complete by the middle of October. 

It’s always sad to report on the passing of a MAPS member.  
Art Rohr was only able to volunteer for a short period of time 
due to health issues but it was always a pleasure talking to Art.  
Bud Mock was a long time member who was very active in the 
restoration area working on the B-26. Bud was also instrumental 
in restoring the “Spirit of Akron” control car.  If you are into 
aviation you know the name Jim Bede. Jim was a well-known 
aeronautical engineer who designed the BD-1 kit plane, the BD-5 
pusher plane and the BD-7J, the world’s smallest jet plane.  inda 
Sunyak, wife of Greg was a long time member of MAPS.  Greg 
Maternowski worked very hard restoring the engines for the 
B-26. Although only active for a relatively short time Greg made 
an impact on our restoration activities.

We are now listing new members and anniversaries. Please 
check the date range for the listed names to avoid any confusion. 

We receive many notes of thanks from people holding events 
at MAPS, this issue we are featuring one.  The volunteers that 
assisted the happy couple that night said that it was one of the 
nicest wedding and receptions that we’ve had.

Ralph Lynn, featured in an article with our youngest tour 
guide will be celebrating his 96th birthday next month.  If you

(...Article continued on Page 11)



MAPS Air Museum 
Veterans Celebration

Valerie Kinney, MAPS Director

On Saturday, October 24th, MAPS Air Museum would like 
to “Welcome Home” our Korean and Vietnam veterans for their 
service to our country, an event that is long overdue.  This year 
marks the 65th Anniversary of the beginning of the Korean War 
and the 40th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War.  If you 
are interested in participating in our celebration, please Valerie 
Street Kinney Veterans Coordinator at (330) 896-6332  Ext. 108 
or valerie.kinney@mapsairmuseum.org. by September 25th, 
2015 or earlier. §

MAPS Oldest and 
Youngest

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

At what age can I be a tour guide? Is there an age limit? Here 
at MAPS our tour guides age in the range from 11 to 95 (soon to 
be 96) years old.  Ralph Lynn has been a tour guide since June of 
2007.  Ralph regularly was at MAPS 3 or 4 and sometimes 6 times 
a week and would be available for tours the whole day.  Ralph 
is very articulate and knowledgeable on the subject of aviation 
and history.  We often receive a card or note complementing the 
tour guide they had on their visit.  About 90% of the time Ralph 
was their tour guide.  Ralph has been having some serious health 
issues and hasn’t been an active tour guide since January. He is 
living in Laurens, SC with his daughter Cheryl.

(Ralph Lynn Guiding a Tour, pictured above)

Seth McClain is our youngest tour guide and clocks in at 
11 years old, in fact he just turned 11 in June. Seth is a small 
youngster but he makes up for that with his vast knowledge of 
aircraft and history. Seth is also a fast learner, he can take a small 
or large group through the entire museum and explain every 
display that we have including the mash tent that contains all 
sorts of medical items used in Vietnam. Need more information 
on an airplane? Ask Seth. In his spare time at MAPS Seth assists 
the crew on the A-26, performing any task that he is permitted.  
Seth’s mom and dad, Mike or Lisa always keep an eye on Seth 
while he is tour guiding or working on the A-26. It won’t take 
long, listening to Seth and they will be a couple of our best tour 
guides as well. §

(Seth McClain, 11 Tour Guide, pictured above)
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MAPS
Endowment

Fund
a message from Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup to ensure 
the long term survival of the organization. If you 
plan to have a financial review done, MAPS Air 
Museum would appreciate being considered in 
your plans.Thank you. §
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MAPS Mourns the 
Loss of It’s Members

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

JAMES R. BEDE; 1933 - 2015 

James R. Bede said his final goodbye to his loving wife, 
children, grandchildren, friends and aviation community on July 
9, 2015. Born in Erie, PA on April 17, 1933. His love of airplanes 
started early in life and his passion for design with him always. A 
pioneer in the aviation industry he was a mentor and a friend to 
everyone who had the dream to own and fly their own plane. He 
was a devoted lifetime member of EAA. For more information 
about Jim and all his many achievements please visit his website 
at www.jimbede.com, where we created a website page for your 
condolences. Family requests no flowers. In Jim’s honor, on 
August 1, 2015 the Lorain County Airport (KLPR) a memorial 
fly-in was held. §

LEO A. “BUD” MOCK; 1923 - 2015

Leo A. “Bud” Mock, born May 25, 1923 to the late Florence 
(McMonagal) and Michael B. Mock, left us on June 29, 2015, his 
69th wedding anniversary with his wife Helen. He was born and 
raised in Akron, OH, graduated from Hower Trade School, and 
worked at Goodyear Aerospace until he was drafted into the 
Army Air Corps. During WWII he served in the Mediterranean 
Theater, acting as a B-24 mechanic in Italy. Upon discharge, Bud 
returned to work at Goodyear Aerospace until his retirement in 
1983. After 42 years, he ended his career as a machinist supervisor 
in the Wheel and Brake Division. Weekends and vacations 

were spent camping and boating at East Harbor with family 
and friends. Retirement brought more fun years of boating and 
fishing on the Great Lakes.

Bud joined the MAPS Air Museum in North Canton in the 
1990s as a dedicated volunteer. He was especially proud to have 
helped restore the Martin B-26 Marauder and bring the “Spirit of 
Akron” blimp gondola, as well as the Corsair cockpit mock-up, 
to the museum.

In addition to his parents, Bud was preceded in death by son 
Ernest, sisters Rita Tapp, Eleanor Markel and Betty Morrison, 
and brothers Robert, Dr. Michael and infant twins. He is survived 
by his wife Helen (Stauffer) of 69 years, sons Michael of New 
Mexico and James of California, daughter Kathy of Ohio, sisters 
Emily (Douglas) Sheets of Wisconsin, Florence (William) Goad 
of W. Virginia and Carolyn Ferguson of Australia, sisters-in-law 
Kathryn (Dr. Michael) Mock and Donna (Robert) Stauffer, many 
nieces and nephews, and adoring granddog Lis’ka. Anyone who 
knew Bud knew him as a loving, happy, kind and funny husband, 
father and friend. § 

ARTHUR PHILIP ROHR; 1921 - 2015 

Arthur Philip Rohr, 93, went home to be with the Lord July 
4, 2015 after a brief illness. He was born in Buchannan, W.Va. 
on Sept. 9, 1921. He served in the U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II and then graduated from Ohio State University 
with a degree in aeronautical engineering. He began his career 
at North American Rockwell in Columbus, Ohio and later 
retired from Lockheed- Martin in Atlanta, Ga. He spent many 
years after retirement working at Happy Acres Mission Center in 
Woodstock, GA.

He is preceded in death by his wife, Martha, of 63 years. He 
is survived by his three daughters: Paula and Steve McKown of 
Jackson, Tenn., Suzanne and Jack Stockstill of Hampton, Ga. and 
Janet and Daniel Rohrer of Canton, Ohio. Also surviving him are 
eight grandchildren and 24 great grandchildren.

Family and friends will be received Tuesday from 5-7p.m. at 
Reed Funeral Home North Canton Chapel, 801 Pittsburg Ave. 
NW. Burial and service will be held in Georgia. §



LINDA SUNYAK;  - 2015 

Linda Sunyak, wife of Greg passed away on Sunday, November 
1, 2015. Linda was a resident of Akron, Ohio at the time of her 
passing. Linda earned Bachelor’s Degrees from both Kent State 
and the University of Akron in fashion design and teaching. 
Funeral service were on Thursday November 5, 2015.

Greg and Linda Sunyak have both been MAPS members for 
many years. §

GREGORY P. MATERNOWSKI;  - 2015 

Age 53, of Canton. My “Greggie” went to his home in heaven 
on Friday Nov. 6, 2015. He is finally out of pain and at peace. 
Born in Milwaukee, Wis., he had worked at Goss International. 
He attended the Basilica of St. John the Baptist, was a member of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Council #4535, K of C, Maps Air Museum, 
N.R.A. and a life time member of A.B.A.T.E. He was preceded in 
death by his father, John Maternowski and father-in-law, Thomas 
Lundquist.

He is survived by his wife, Kimberly (Lundquist) Maternowski 
of the home; sons, Aaron (Amanda) Barr, Thomas Barr, daughter, 
Letitia (Mike) Butler all of Canton; brothers, Phil (Lynn) 
Maternowski of Celina, Texas, Paul Maternowski of West Allis, 
Wis., Matt Maternowski of Waukesha, Wis.; sisters: Danette (Jeff) 
Karls of Fisher, Pa., Andrea (Jeff) Crotteau of Stevens Point, Wis.; 
grandchildren, Xander, Carson, Brayden, Anakin and Landon. 

A funeral service will be held on Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Basilica of St. John the Baptist with Deacon Carl Burkhardt 
officiating. Friends may call Tuesday evening from 5:00 to 8:00 
p.m. in the Wackerly Funeral Home. There will be a Our Lady 
of Lourdes Council #4535, K of C prayer service Tuesday at 7:30 
p.m. in the funeral home. Gregory had a wonderful sense of 
humor, and there wasn’t machine he couldn’t fix! He was more 
proud of his children, nieces and nephews. He worked hard and 
played hard and will be sorely missed by so many. Now he can 
root for our Green Bay packers from the best seat there is. And 
watch over his grandsons from heaven. Rest easy my love, until 
we are together again. Donations may be made in his name to 
the Wounded Warriors Fund or Maps Air Museum. §

(...Article continued from Page 08)

Chairman’s Notes 
CON’T. 

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

would like Ralph’s address give me call or an email.

MAPS Air Museum made Air & Space magazine’s September 
issue, sort of. In the article “Mastering the B-26” they talk about 
6 remaining B-26’s and 3 from a single mission and being forced 
down and recovered, they due mention one belonging to the 
Fantasy of Flight museum in Polk City, Florida. §

MAPS Annual 
Christmas Party, 2015

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

This year’s MAPS Christmas Party will be held on December 
5th at 6 PM, the cost is $15.00 per person and the deadline for 
signing up is Saturday Nov 28th. Money is due at time of sign-up. 
See Kim or Reed. There will be no gift exchange again this year. 
We are supporting the Ohio National Guard food pantry based 
right here at the Akron Canton Airport.  Please be generous.  
The green monster is gone! We have a new heating system in the 
hangar! No more noisy, loud furnace! No more getting cold! The 
heat will be at a comfortable setting all evening. §

QUESTION: 

1     Five American aircraft carriers are now museums.   
       What are there names and where are they located?

(answers on page 12)

MAPS TRIVIA
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MAPS TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1. USS Hornet, Alameda CA | USS Intrepid, New York NY | USS Lexington, Corpus Christi TX
    USS Midway, San Diego CA | USS Yorktown, Charleston SC

2260 International Parkway
North Canton OH 44720
Phone 330-896-6332

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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