
MAPS 1st Annual Veterans day program
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair      

MAPS held it’s first annual Veterans Day Program on 
Saturday December 9th.  The event started at 4:00 with a 
program followed by a buffet dinner catered by the 356th 
Bomber Squadron Restaurant.  The Sound of South Choir 
from Canton South High directed by Amy Bush sang several 
patriotic songs including a medley of service songs.  A MIA 
Table Ceremony was conducted by MAPS members Brigadier 
General Tom Lucynski and Col Ron Stanich, Marine Jess 
Rogers and a Navy Recruiter.

WWII veteran and MAPS Tour Guide Ralph Lynn recited 
the sonnet “High Flight”.  Reciting this sonnet by Ralph Lynn 
has become a MAPS tradition at MAPS events.  Brittany Amiet 

and Bruce Balough put together an audio visual of songs and 
pictures of veterans attending the program from their military 
days. After dinner the band “Shock Wave” provided dance 
music enjoyed by all the attendees.

Thanks to Ron Stanich for providing wine. Approximately 
160 guests attended the event.  A big MAPS thanks you goes to 
Val Kinney for the many hours she spent organizing this great 
event for our Veterans. §

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup 
to ensure the long term survival of the 
organization. If you plan to have a financial 
review done, MAPS Air Museum would 
appreciate being considered in your plans. §
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.



Curator’s Corner,
December 2013 

Jim Cameron, Curator         

The Curator’s Department noted that there was a lack of 
space for new exhibits in the Gallery of Heroes. Therefore, last 
spring a poll was taken of some of the tour guides to see what 
area of the current displays was least interesting to the visitors. 
Surprisingly, it was discovered that the half mannequins with 
various uniforms inside the curved gray walls in the center of 
the Gallery of Heroes were not of much interest.

So the work began. After removing the mannequins and 
curved walls, it was calculated that the space available would 
accommodate two “X” shaped display sections. Each unit would 
add eight 8 ft. x 8 ft. display walls with room for one display case 
in front of each wall. This would allow for a total of 16 display 
walls and sixteen display cases, a much needed addition.  
(see photo below)

After much work, it is my pleasure to announce that the new 
“X” walls are built, painted, and placed on location. The last step 
is to add trim work and install track lights which are currently 
on order. The display cases are in house and once put in place, 
will be ready for new displays.

Thanks to all the people on the curator’s staff, aircraft 
restoration people, and MAPS volunteers that added their 
expertise to this project. §

MAPS Air Academy 
Reed Kimball, Education and Scheduling Coordinator

On Saturday, November 16th, the second MAPS Air Academy 
concluded.  The education program, which lasted for 10 weeks, 
provided students, ages 10- 14, with a learning experience like 
none that they will typically find in a classroom. It combined 
science, technology, engineering and mathematical concepts 
with history, “real world” aviation applications and access to 
the aircraft and equipment that made history.  A big “thank 
you” goes out to all of the MAPS members who assisted in the 
program and particularly to those servings as instructors. 

This edition of the program was conducted on Saturday 
mornings from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  The program started 
with basic aviation topics including history of aviation, forces 
affecting flight and flight surfaces and controls.  Among those 
topics covered during the first half of the program were aircraft 
instrumentation, aircraft propulsion (internal combustion and 
jet), gliders, lighter-than-air aircraft, helicopters and VSTOL 
aircraft.  The later programs included communications, rockets 
and rocket theory, aviation maps, navigation, flight planning, 
radar theory, weather and aviation careers with their education 
requirements.  The last week students put all of the lessons 
together and worked with the computer-based flight simulators 
located in the training room currently under development.

A total of 7 full-time students participated in the program 
with an additional 3 part-time students coming for selected 
programs.  Five additional seats were provided to the Akron 
Police Department for participants in their youth program 
on a scholarship basis.  Two full-time and three part-time
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students participated through this endeavor.  Transportation 
was provided for these students through the generosity of the 
Akron Police Department, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude.

Because of the success of this program and its after action 
review, we are in preliminary planning for the next Air 
Academy.  The next program will tentatively start in March 
of 2014 to get us into spring weather.  In order not to conflict 
with MAPS scheduled events and meetings as well as school 
sports and events, we will be moving the sessions from Saturday 
mornings to Sunday afternoons.  Each Sunday, there will be 2 
– 55 minute classes starting tentatively at 1:00 PM and running 
until 3:00 PM.  Planned program breaks for Spring Break in 
local schools, Easter Sunday and Memorial Day Weekend 
have been built in to the schedule.  We are also examining the 
concept of making this camp a Parent/Child opportunity for 
ages 10 and up (instead of just 10-14).  Students would bring a 
parent, guardian, grandparent or custodian to class with them.  
This will provide a unique learning experience found in very 
few other places – the opportunity to learn with your child.  
Additional information will be published on the MAPS Website 
and in course brochures as they are finalized. §

Chairman’s notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair      

MAPS has had approximately 100 new members join this 
year.  We started the year with 491 memberships and at the end 
of November we have 572 which equates to about 715 members.  
Our members had volunteered around 47,000 hours at the end of 

November and we will surpass the 46,618 record that we set last 
year.  During November we also exceeded the “1 Million” dollar 
mark in volunteer hours.  A big thanks goes out to all of our active 
volunteers for all of your efforts.  MAPS would not be where it is 
today without you.

The MAPS Veterans Day program was organized by Val 
Kinney.  Val was the Executive Director of Honor Flight CAK and 
is a teacher at Faircrest Middle School in the Canton Local School 
district where she started a very successful veterans day program 
that has invited not only veterans from the Canton Local area but 
from surrounding areas including our veterans here at MAPS.

Kent Kleinkenecht has been a member since 2000, is member 
of the Board of Directors and is the crew chief on the beautifully 
restored F-86D Sabre Jet.  More recently he has been the F-101 
Voodoo crew chief.  Kent is a teacher at St. Joan of Arc Elementary.  
MAPS has been the recipient of a large number of computers 
complete with monitors’.  Kent spent many hours in the old flea 
market/office/storage area off the equipment repair area and 
changed it into a flight simulator room consisting of 16 computer 
stations.   Our recent Air Academy recently “flew combat” one 
Saturday morning a few weeks ago.  Kent is the founder and 
organizer of our annual “MAPS Raffle” for the past 7 years. §

THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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What Does MAPS 
Stand For?

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 
 
I was asked that question the other day and thought that 

it deserved an explanation. Military Aviation Preservation 
Society commonly known as MAPS Air Museum was founded 
in 1990 in the corner of the Akron Canton Airport maintenance 
building. The founders wanted to create a club to restore military 
aircraft and the mission evolved into educating the public on 
the history of aviation and its impact on man.

 
Military – We definitely have a military presence at 

MAPS. The development of the aircraft technology throughout 
history was focused around military aircraft because aircraft 
became so important during WWI & WWII. One way we at 
MAPS show the speed of development is through a comparison 
of two aircraft in the same part of the hangar. One is the Martin 
Glider built in 1908 and has a wooden frame with canvas skin. 
The other is the B-26 Marauder that was used during WWII. 
What is amazing about the comparison is that they were built 
only thirty years apart. The progress made in aviation at that 
time in history was a major contributor to winning WWII and 
the sacrifices of the air crews were enormous.   After WWII 
came the jet age, the Cold War, the race for military supremacy 
and the speed of aircraft development accelerated.     

 
aviation – Our focus is on the history of aviation and 

we display aircraft and artifacts from the first days of flight 
through jet fighters. We have accumulated an inventory of over 
forty aircraft at various stages of restoration. They range from 
a 1908 glider, WWI, WWII, Korea, Cold War, Vietnam, and 
after. In our Gallery of Heroes we have over fifty displays of 
memorabilia and artifacts from local veterans and major events 
in our nation’s history.   Three are covered in our US History 
program; the attack on Pearl Harbor, Rosie the Riveter and 
Tuskegee Airmen. 

  Preservation – We focus to preserve the items and 
stories to ensure they are available for many generations to 
come. In recent years our nation’s education system has focused 
on STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). One of 
the areas being reduced is history. Forty years ago, US History 
was taught in a full year of high school. This is still the case 
although many major events have occurred in our nation’s 
history and the world. Students are not being exposed to the 
same detail that we were because there just isn’t enough time 
and the study of WWII has been reduced to just a few pages. 
Most do not know about the Soviet Union, the Iron Curtain, 
or could state the ally of North Korea during the Korean War.

 
society – The contribution of our membership has 

been phenomenal. They support the organization in many 
areas; Audio Visual, Tour Guides, Concessions,   Gift Shop,   
Museum, Restoration, Library, Building Maintenance and 
Administration. Our membership has grown over 15% in 
2013 to a record 580 memberships corresponding to over 820 
individuals. These members are on a path to document over 
50,000 volunteer hours in 2013. This is well over $1,000,000 for 
documented volunteer contribution. We have created several 
very successful programs; High School US History visits (2,500 
in 2013), Boy Scout Campouts (1,200 in 3 years), Cub – Brownie 
Day, Girl Scout Day and the MAPS Air Academy. We are very 
committed to becoming an important part of the community 
and it is showing. In 2009 we documented 6,200 visitors. In 
2013, we will document over 27,000 visitors.

 
MAPS stands for Military Aviation Preservation Society.  Our 

membership has a passion for our organization and understand 
why our mission is so important. If we do not restore aircraft, 
create displays, and tell the stories to our young, then the stories 
of the sacrifices made by brave Americans will be lost forever. 
That is why we need to keep doing what we do. §

PAGE 4 VOLUME 24  •  ISSUE  4  •  DEC-FEB



Facilities Committee
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair
 
Executive Director Kim Kovesci has organized a Facilities 

Committee to implement activities related to upgrading the 
recently acquired building that was turned over to us by the 
airport in September and the second floor of the Hanger.  This 
was done to insure that all restoration work in both buildings 
is performed in a consistent manner.  In other words, although 
total construction may take several years there are certain 
items that must remain constant throughout. Examples would 
include the exterior, siding, windows, electrical wiring, heating 
and cooling etc.

Work so far has consisted of demolition work. The 
membership has approved expenditures for new roofing on 
the “new building” and we hope to give the go ahead soon.  It 
is hoped that funding for the required elevator for the hangar 
second floor can be obtained soon.  An additional gallery is 
planned directly above the existing one, a cafeteria and kitchen 
plus several other areas are planned.  In the new building office 
areas, maintenance and storage for our tugs, lift and tractor are 
possibilities.  Changes are also being made in the restoration 
building. An “art room” in the old gift shop, audio visual in the 
old meeting room and several other idea’s are being considered.

Any member is welcome assist in this effort.  The overhead 
doors to the new building were recently painted by Jim Boyea 
and Reed Kimball designed and painted “MAPS” on the doors.  
If you’ve been out to MAPS recently you’ve seen the large 
“MAPS” when approaching museum property from Massillon 
Rd. §

Flight Simulator 
Follies 

Kent Kleinknecht, Director   

As part of an overall education program, MAPS has developed 
a flight simulator lab.  This lab consist of 16 computers which 
are networked into two groups of 8 computers. This allows for 
pilots to fly in a virtual world using WWII period aircraft. 

No experience is required. We will be using a software 
program called ACES HIGH II, http://www.hitechcreations.
com/ We are using an older version of the game which allows for 
LAN play.  We will have an event called Flight Simulator Follies 
occasionally and invite the membership to try their “flying 
combat” skills.  The Air Academy has already participated in 
the use of these simulators as an education experience. §
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

HAPPY NEW YEARS!

BOARD MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FACILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

BOARD MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

CLUB SCOUT DAY

WINGS SAFETY SEMINAR

EXPLORER MEETING

DIRECTORS MEETING

EXPLORER MEETING 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MAPS AIR ACADEMY

MAPS AIR ACADEMY

CUB SCOUT PINEWOOD DERBY

MAPS AIR ACADEMY

EXPLORER MEETING 

GREEN ROTC BALL

MAPS AIR ACADEMY

BOARD MEETING

EXPLORER MEETING

RED CROSS BASH

DECEMBER

WED, Dec 25:

JANUARY

WED, Jan 1:

WED, Jan 8:

SAT, Jan 11:

SAT, Jan 11:

FEBRUARY

WED, Feb 5:

SAT, Feb 8:

SAT, Feb 15:

SAT, Feb 22:

WED, Feb 26:

MARCH

WED, Mar 5:

THU, Mar 6:

SAT, Mar 8:

SUN, Mar 9:

SUN, Mar 16:

SAT, Mar 29:

SUN, Mar 20:

APRIL

THU, Apr 3:

SAT, Apr 5:

SUN, Apr 6:

WED, Apr 9:

FRI, Apr 11:

SAT, Apr 12:

UPCOMING EVENTS



Proposed 
changes to 
the Code of 
Regulations

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair      

A number of changes have been proposed 
to Code of Regulations. Most changes clarify 
present practice, such as meeting days and times.  
The one big change is changing the annual 
meeting to the second Saturday in June at 11:00 
AM.  This will eliminate some confusion with 
two meetings in June.  We will present these 
changes and answer question at two consecutive 
member meetings in December and January.  
They will be voted on at the January meeting.  
This follows past practice and is included in the 
changes.

 section  6.01.  standing committees.  A 
permanent committee, such as: Membership 
committee (see section 2.06.  Disciplinary 
action) or Hr Committee is subject to annual 
review of the Board of Directors.

section 2.06.  Disciplinary action:  Should 
the conduct of a member appear to the 
Membership Committee to be detrimental to 
the reputation of MAPS, disturb its well being, 
or hamper its work in any manner whatsoever, 
the Membership Committee (see Section  6.01.  
Standing Committees), on its own volition or by 
petition of any three members, shall examine the 
circumstances and the Membership Committee 
shall determine:

section 3.01.  annual Membership Meeting.  
The annual meeting of Members shall be held 
the second Saturday in June at 11:00 A.M. for the 
election of Directors.   

section 3.02.  Monthly Membership Meeting.  
There shall be a meeting of the Membership and 
Directors on the second Saturday of each month 
at 11:00 A.M. or at any other day or time as may 
be fixed from time to time by a majority of the 
Directors.  The purpose of such meetings is for 
the consideration of reports and for transacting 
any business that may properly come before the 
membership.

section 3.08.  Proxies.  Any Member of record 
who is entitled to attend a Members’ meeting, to 
vote thereat, or to execute consents, waivers or 
releases, may be represented at such meeting or 
vote thereat, and execute consents, waivers and 
releases, and exercise any of his or her other 
rights, by proxy or proxies appointed by writing 
signed by such Member and delivered to the 
Secretary prior to or at such meeting.  Proxies 
may be accepted by mail with the member’s 
name listed.  Note: “and membership number”  
Deleted. 

section 4.04.    nominations for Directors.  
Any member who wants to present a nomination 
for Director must obtain the candidate’s 
permission prior to making a nomination.

section 4.04.01.   At the March meeting, 
membership will be notified of Director 
vacancies to be filled.  At the regular membership 
meetings in April and May, nominations for the 
new position of Director will be accepted.  The 
election of Directors will be held at the annual 
meeting held on the second Saturday of June. 
Directors will assume office July 1st.  

section 4.05.   election of Directors.   The 
Directors shall be elected by ballot at the annual 
meeting on the second Saturday of June at 
11:00 AM.  The board may, with 30 days notice, 
change the day or time of this meeting. The 
Board is composed of members elected by the 
membership, who in turn elect their own officers 
from the members of the Board.

section 4.06.  annual Board of Directors 
Meeting.  The Board of Directors at the next 
scheduled Board of Directors Meeting following 
the Annual Membership meeting will conduct 
an organizational meeting to elect officers and 
for the consideration of any other business that 
may be properly be brought before the meeting.

section 4.09.    expenditures.  Directors are 
authorized for expenditures up to and including 
the sum of seven thousand dollars ($7,000.00) 
with a consenting majority of the Directors.  
Any expenditure in excess of the sum above shall 
require a vote of approval by the majority of the 
Membership at a regularly scheduled meeting 
or a special meeting called by the Directors 
or Membership.  These expenditures are 
distinguished from normal operating expenses 
such as budgeted items which  include salaries 
include salaries and designated funds (see 
section 5.02. - compensation).  Special events

PAGE 6 VOLUME 24  •  ISSUE  4  •  DEC-FEB

MAPS DIRECTORY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
KIM KOVESCI 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
REED KIMBALL

DIRECTORS 
RICK HAMLET
BOB HOLLIS

KENT KLEINKNECHT
WAYNE NOALL
KEN RAMSAY

STEVE SATCHELL
BOB SCHWARTZ (CHAIR)

APPOINTEES
AIRCRAFT ACQUISITION

BOB HARRIS
CURATOR 

JIM CAMERON
DEVELOPMENT
KIM KOVESCI 

FUND RAISING
VACANT

GIFT SHOP
BOB JOHNSTON
HANGAR MGRS

BRUCE BALOUGH
LIBRARY

BARB JOHNSTON
MEMBERSHIP

BOB SCHWARTZ
MUSEUM DISPLAYS

GARY HAUGHT
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CHRIS PAPROCKI
PR / PUBLICITY

BARB JOHNSTON
SAFETY

KIM KOVESCI 
SECURITY

RICK HAMLET, JIM MOSLEY
SOCIAL EVENTS
PAT SCHWARTZ

TOUR COORDINATOR
REED KIMBALL

TREASURER
MAC MCFARLAND

WEBSITE & WEBMASTER
KIM KOVESCI



expenditures such as air shows, Hanger Dances, etc. will be voted on 
as a separate expense at the appropriate time.  All purchases must 
have a purchase order.  Purchases greater than $250 must have prior 
Board approval of the purchase order.  An e-mail vote is acceptable 
for emergency expenditures over $250. Also, expenditures associated 
with grant funding do not require approval because the funds are 
allocated towards the project and fall under the project manager for 
control and reporting.

section 8.01.  amendments.   A committee shall be established 
periodically to review and suggest revisions to the Code of Regulations. 
Proposed revisions will be brought before the Board of Directors for 
review and revision. Proposed revisions will then be introduced to 
and approved by the membership.  revisions will be presented to 
the membership at two consecutive meetings and be voted on at the 
second meeting. §

Founder’s View
Dennis Gugliotta, Founder 

Well, the Maps Air Museum is coming to the end of another 
record year in most every goal that has been set. Obtaining more 
aircraft, increasing our finances and most important educating 
our children. This, we can thank our leadership, especially our 
Executive Director, Kim Kovesci. I’m not belittling the board 
they have done a great service in their own right, but they also 
put the right man to lead our Museum. (As a side note, I hope all 
of you wish Kim a little vacation time for what he has achieved, 
if he hasn’t already taken it. Kim if you’re reading this, HINT!

For the members, if you haven’t been around for a while, you 
should stop by and learn the latest.  Probably you should come 
by at our next meeting to really hear what’s happening.  For 
nonmembers, you should stop at one of our meetings to get a 
feel of what’s happening. You’ll learn a lot and maybe decide to 
join our group.

There is a group of very special people here that we cannot 
live without in the operation of the museum. These are the 
Unsung Heroes who dedicate their time in helping accomplish 
the impossible, to do our daily operations and take on the 
challenges of growth. I know that some of them sometimes 
think there not appreciated, well they are. If they would come 
to our meetings more often or attend our get-togethers they’d 
know. There is just not enough time for all the directors and 
others to go around to each and every one and shake their hand 

and show appreciation, but we all do. Thank you!

At this writing there is still time left before we close the 
records for the year, and I’m confident we will be setting new 
records next year.

To all of you, have a very Merry Christmas! And a Happy 
New Year! §

MAPS History 
Reed Kimball, Education and Scheduling Coordinator

“Finalization of the 2013 update to the MAPS History will be 
added in early 2014.  If there are events that should be added to 
the history, please send a SHORT paragraph highlighting the 
event to kiMBall.reeD@MaPsairMuseuM.org. 

Events that will be added will be one time or first time 
activities and events.  Recurring events will only be included on 
the first incident unless a significant change is made.  Both the 
arrival of a new aircraft and its dedication will be covered.

The following have already been added to the 2013 review:

Donation of the Saturn rocket
Honor Flight Ceremony
Taste of Green event
Donation of Motor Pool Building
Hall of Fame Parade
Start of P-51 memorial construction
Arrival of MiG-15 UTI

For members who wish to view the history can find it on the 
website under the “MEMBER” link.   Follow “TOUR GUIDE 
DOCUMENTS” to the “MAPS HISTORY” link.” §
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QUESTION: 
Other than instruments and small parts, what do the 
F-100, F-101 and F-102 have in common?

(answer on page 08)

MAPS TRIVIA
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MAPS TRIVIA ANSWER:   They all use the same basic engine, the Pratt & Whitney J 57.

 Gift Shop News
Bob Johnston, Gift Shop Manager         

First Impressions / Lasting Memories / Great Value

As our visitors come through the main entrance straight ahead 
they see a roped off area with stanchions that protect the seal of our 
organization. As they look to the left, their eyes begin to scan our 
wonderful gift shop.

For many years, this area has been the passion of our Gift Shop 
Manager, Bob Johnston. Few people realize the amount of time that is 
spent researching, purchasing, designing, marking and inventorying 
the large number of items currently being sold in the gift shop. The 
growth in sales has averaged over 25% each year for the past 5 years. 
This increased revenue has significantly supported the organization’s 
growth and is currently the second largest revenue contributor. 

We want to thank Bob and all of the Gift Shop Volunteers for their 
contribution to the success that we are experiencing at MAPS Air 
Museum

The prices in the gift shop are extremely competitive, especially for 
members. It is a great place to do your Christmas shopping. Except 
for our helicopters, members always receive a 20% discount. For 
clothing items that have the MAPS Logo, members always receive a 
40% discount. §

MAPS Annual Spring 
Cash Raffle

Kent Kleinknecht, Director

Its time again to get ready for the 7th annual cash raffle. For the 
past 7 years we have done this fundraising event, bringing in close to 
$40,000 to help with the operating activities of the museum.  For those 
of you who are new members, the raffle works like this. Each member 
is sent 10 raffle tickets in the mail. Each raffle ticket can be bought or 
sold for $5 each. Many members sell them to friends and this turns 
into a nice promotional activity or they simply buy them and turn 
the money back to the museum. Either way this has turned into one 
of the most reliable fundraisers for MAPS, with the least amount of 
effort. If you DO NOT wish to receive tickets for the raffle please sent 
a note to membership chairmen Bob Schwartz at schwartz.robert@
mapsairmuseum.org. The tickets will be sent out in mid January. §


