
When visitors come through the doors of 
MAPS for the first time, their eyes are now drawn 
to the center of the room.   We hope they see an 
image of an organization that is in the business of 
protecting and honoring. Once they look closer, 
we hope they realize that our mission is to educate 
them on the history of aviation and its impact 
on man.   What they see is more than just a set 
of poles and ropes around a seal installed on the 
floor. It is about respect, organization,  purpose 
and commitment.  No one knows this better than 
Mr. Ralph Lynn who stepped forward to finance 
the installation of the new brass stanchions and 
ropes.   Please join me in thanking Mr. Lynn for 
reinforcing our commitment to our mission. §

We are sending this issue of the Briefing out to all our former members.  MAPS 
is growing, if you haven’t visited the museum for a few years or even in the past 
year, you are in for a surprise.  As you drive into the parking lot you will see our 
newly restored C-47, and it just keeps getting better from there.  The other articles 
in this issue will give you a good picture on the happenings at MAPS.

Give us a visit, look around, talk to our volunteers.  We would like you to 
consider renewing your membership.
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The "Maps" Seal Gets Protected
Kim Kovesci, Excutive Director

Membership Meeting
Schedule Change

We are going to move the monthly Membership Meeting to 
the second Saturday in order to accommodate more members.  
The next scheduled meeting will be January 14 at 11:00 AM.  
The “2011 Year In Review” will be held on  February  11 
at 11:00 AM.  Please plan to attend these very important 
meetings.

MAPS Endowment Fund
The Directors have voted to create a MAPS Endowment 

Fund.  This fund will be used as a way for contributions to be 
made that ensure the long term survival of MAPS.  Our intent 
is to establish a recurring revenue source that contributes 
to the on-going expenses each year.   You will be hearing 
more about this very important addition to MAPS financial 
portfolio in the near future.  Sharon Yareff has volunteered 
to be MAPS point person for the program which will be run 
by the Akron Community Foundation.



WILLIAM K. HAINES
Jim Cameron, Curator 

We are sorry to report the passing of one of MAPS 
Life Members and long time supporter of the museum, 
William.K.Haines Sr. He was born in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, 
Dec. 29, 1920.  He earned his pilot’s license at age 16 and 
proudly served his country in the United States Army Air 
Corps during WW II. He trained as a fighter pilot but served 
as a bomber pilot in the four engine B-24, flying 51 missions 
in the European Theater between Sept.,1944 and April, 
1945. William served in the 450th Bomb Group and was 
presented two Presidential Unit Citations, a Distinguished 
Flying Cross with two Oak Leaf Clusters, three Air Medals, 
and the European Campaign Medal. He also received a pin 
and membership in the exclusive “Caterpillar Club” open 
only to airmen who had to use a parachute to exit a stricken 
aircraft. On Feb.9, 1945, on a mission to bomb a German 
railroad marshalling yard near Vienna, Austria, very heavy 
and accurate anti-aircraft flak damaged his plane’s right wing 
and landing gear. The plane had no flaps, no brakes, one gear 

down and was running low on fuel. W.K. decided to head 
for his home base. As they were approaching the base, the #1 
engine quit. W.K. ordered the crew to bail out. He and the 
co-pilot stayed with the plane to set the auto-pilot to fly the 
plane out to the Mediterranean Sea and crash in the water. He 
ordered the co-pilot to jump.  W.K. soon followed. He pulled 
the parachute ripcord and nothing happened. He tried again 
and still nothing! With the ground coming up very fast, he 
tried one last time and the chute opened seconds before he hit 
the ground. W.K. looked up to see his pilotless plane circling 
overhead three times.  It then headed out to sea to finally 
crash in the water. W.K. and the crew were picked up by base 
personnel and driven back to the base. 

After WW II he taught military flight for two years at 
Bartow, Fl. He then served in the Air National Guard in 
Toledo, Ohio, retiring as a Lt. Colonel. 

William retired from Haines & Co. in 2001 where he was 
President and CEO since 1959.He served on the Executive 
Committee and the Advisory Board at MAPS Air Museum 
where he was instrumental in obtaining funding in the early 
days of the museum. He also served on the National Advisory 
Board for The National First Ladies Library and was a member 
of The Canton Chapter of the Antique Automobile Club of 
America. William won numerous awards, both regional and 
National, for his vintage car Collection.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made, in 
his name to the MAPS Air Museum, 2260 International P 
Parkway, North Canton, Ohio 44720.

W.K. will be sadly missed by MAPS members and everyone 
who ever knew him. §

Fall 2011,
Review and Highlights

Kim Kovesci, Excutive Director

We have just completed a successful year.  This Fall was full 
of events that Honored our veterans.  We began by opening 
our doors for a “Call to Duty Ceremony” for Charlie Company 
237th Support Battalion.  This is a group of National Personnel 
who were scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan.

The “Call to Duty Ceremony” was held on October 18, 2011.  
(pictured top of page 3).
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On Veteran’s Day, we dedicated the restoration of the 
F-86D/L SabreDog to the memory of all the Cold War Airmen 
who gave their lives for their country, including Lieutenants; 
JB Lang, John Blum, Bob Dale, John Wurtz and Joe Young of 
the 496th Fighter Interceptor Squadron.

After Thanksgiving, we dedicated the Reymann Brothers 
Display.  This set of brothers represented all four branches of 
the military.  Vincent in the Army, Richard, Cletus and James 
in the Army Air Corps, Thomas  in the Marines and Clement  
in the Navy.  Five of the brothers were in the service during 
WWII, Thomas was in during Korea and a seventh brother, 
Chick was in WWI.

All three of these events were very emotional and created 
wonderful memories for the attendees.  I want to thank all of 
the MAPS Members who contributed to their success.   

This year we have been very fortunate to receive several 
grants from the Stark Community Foundation and the GAR 
Foundation.  Two of the grants were for the library, two were 
for operations and another was for a very exciting educational 
program.  This grant will fund the visitation of 1,000 Stark 
County High School U.S. History students.  We are developing 

the program to teach the students about specific areas of 
history that support the Ohio State requirements for social 
studies.

The Louise Timken Library renovation is in full swing.  Jerry 
Ramey, Dale Cox and Rick Hamlet have been working on the 
project.  We want to thank C.R. Kurtz Heating and Cooling, 
Stark Community Foundation and the Timken Foundation 
for supporting this renovation. 

Our plan is to have the new library ready for our February 
Membership Meeting when a 2011 year end review will be 
presented.  Please check the website or call for the date and 
time of this very important meeting.

I want to thank you for supporting MAPS Air Museum and 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. §

Keith Swinehart Elected
Kim Kovesci, Excutive Director

Congratulations to Keith Swinehart for receiving the most 
votes in the election for the open director position.  Keith’s 
term will be until the 2013 election. §
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Kevin Dobson Awarded 
Bronze Star

Jim Cameron, Curator 

MAPS is proud to salute one of its own - Corporal Kevin N. 
Dobson, USMC and recent recipient of The Bronze Star with 
“V” (for valor in combat) during operations in Afghanistan.

Kevin is a 2007 graduate of Coventry High School and joined 
MAPS while in school.  He was a volunteer in the curators 
department, where he assisted in constructing displays and 
gladly doing anything that needed done.  Following is the 
detailed citaiton of Kevin’s heroic action:

For heroic service in connection with combat operations 
against the enemy while serving as combat engineer, alpha 
company, 2d combat engineer battalion, 2d marine division 
(forward), II marine expeditionary (forward) Afghanistan, 
from 15 may 2011 to 27 may 2011 in support of operation 
ENDURING FREEDOM. On 27 may, while at the Afghan 
National Civil Order Police station at Pan Kalah, insurgent 
forces attacked Lance Corporal Dobson’s platoon. Taking his 
position on the roof of the station with several other Marines, 
the enemy began to concentrate their fire on the roof.  Moments 
later a 30-millimeter grenade struck one marine in the chest, a 
second detonated in close proximity to the defending Marines 
and enemy machine gun fire struck another Marine. Despite 
being dazed by the explosions, Lance Corporal Dobson crawled 

through the fire to the most critical casualty. Applying essential 
first aid for a partially severed arm and a chest wound, he then 
dragged the wounded Marine down into the station, handed 
him to other Marine for further aid and returned to the bullett-
ridden rooftop. crawling to the next causalty, he assisted the 
platoon corpsman in treating other casualties until he identified 
an enemy team engaging the beleaguered rooftop position. 
disregarding the enemies unrelenting fire, Lance Corporal 
Dobson singlehandedly engaged the insurgents, suppressing 
their fire to allow the rest of the casualties to be evacuated 
from the roof. Finally, he assisted in moving the casualties 
to evacuation vehicles through continued enemy fire. By his 
extraordinary guidance, zealous initiative, and total dedication 
to duty, Lance Corporal Dobson reflected great credit upon him 
and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine corps and the 
United States Naval Service. §

The 451st
Julie Adams, MAPS Member 

The 451st:
The 451st Bomb Squadron  began it’s history at Drane Field 

Florida   in November of 1942 the Squadron departed for 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersey and from there aboard the Queen 
Elizabeth (then a Troop ship) to Grenock, Scotland.

After spending the winter at an airdrome at Rattlesden, 
England the unit moved to Bury St. Edmonds, Sussex, shortly 
thereafter the flight echelon of B-26 Marauders arrived from 
the states on May 15, 1943. 

The squadron began it’s aerial warfare against the Nazi’s in 
July 1943. 

The “Stars and Stripes” Army Newspaper commented on 
the precision pin-point bombing of the Marauders.

Current Times:
In 2003 the Chief of Staff of the Air Force wanted to remold 

the Navigator career field.
There are three careers, EWO(Electronic Warfare Officer), 

WSO(Weapons Systems Officer), and Navigators.   The 
Navigator Career field became as known as CSO’s (Combat 
Systems Officers) and the current 451st FTS(Flight Training 
Squadron) provides training to candidates in the form of 
EWO, WSO training and also basic Air Navigation.

The Squadron, which has lineage back to WWII, is  currently 
housed at the Tyndall Naval Air  Base at Pensacola, Fl. 



This group is training the new, young, Air Force men and 
women to be flight Navigators and they graduate after an 11 
month program in which they fly the T-6 Texan II for basic 
airmanship principles with the 455th.

This past September, my Husband, Curt,   and I   and the 
451st survivors of WWII, traveled to Pensacola as guests of 
the Commanders of this group to meet with the candidates to 
regale stories of the past and to be inspiration for the current 
squad of  Air Force Navigators.

We attended the Air Force Ball and POW/MIA ceremonies 
and viewed the Blue Angels and were so impressed   with 
all the   men and women we met, that we   have invited all 
the squadron to visit us at the MAPS Museum  so that they 
may see and experience   their “ancestor” airplane the  B-26 
Marauder! 

We certainly hope that this group will accept our invite to 
view the MAPS and know all here will welcome them to Ohio 
and to view their groups   historical airplane close-up and 
personal. § 

Julie Adams  (proud daughter of Lt.Col. Robert A. Milligan 
of the 541st Bomb Squadron 322nd Bombardment Group)  
Thanks to history written by Leon Lipkis, Adjutant of the 451st 
Bomb Squadron and Victoria Santee, Secretary/ Treasurer  of 
the 451st

Reymann Brothers 
dedication

Jim Cameron, Curator

Our latest display, in the Gallery of Heroes, was dedicated 
on Saturday, 11-26-11.  It honors the Six Reymann brothers 
from Akron, Ohio. Five served in WW II and one in the 
Marine Corps in Korea.

Clem Reymann was a Navy torpedo plane pilot that sunk 
a Japanese cruiser.  Brother Clete was an Air Corps P-38 pilot 
in the Pacific and served with Richard Bong and Tommy 
McGuire, the two leading high scoring Aces and Medal Of 
Honor recipients. Clete also served with Charles Lindbergh 
who was sent to the Pacific theater to teach the pilots how 
to get better range from the P-38’s.  The other brothers have 
interesting stories as well.

Please drop by the museum and get the complete story on 
all the brothers from a most interesting family. §

Rededication of
the F-86D

Kent Kleinknecht, Director

On November 11th, 2011 Our F-86D was rededicated in 
the memory of 496th F.I.S. pilot J.B. Lang. The ceremony 
included a crowd of 65 people including some 44 members of 
the 496th along with spouses and grandchildren. The widow 
of Lt. Lang, Shirley Monk was presented with a picture of the 
aircraft and the 496th presented MAPS with an artist drawing 
of Lt. Lang.

The ceremony included a  short history of the 496th F.I.S. 
by Mac McFarland, a talk about the restoration by Crew Chief 
Kent Kleinknecht and comments from fellow  pilot Col. Jim 
Ballard about Lt. Lang and the night he was lost. 

This concludes some 4 years of work and over 2500 hours of 
volunteer hours to get the plane where she is today. §
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MAPS Members tour 
B-26 archives

Julie Adams, MAPS Member

On November 18, 2011 Several members of the MAPS 
museum including our own “National Treasures” Don Block, 
Ralph Lynn and Bob Holliday went to Akron University to 
tour the B-26 Archives.   The Archives is located at 225 S. Main 
Street inside the old Polsky Building on the lower level.

We were greeted by Mark Bloom Library Research 
Assistant (B-26 Marauder Archivist) and Victor Fleischer, 
Head of Archival Services.   Here we signed in and were 
given a full-access tour of the library facilities and a tour of 
the vault.    Many of Summit Co. and Akron U’s records are 
housed at the library.

We saw many archival boxes and boxes of Marauder 
artifacts and records and family personal histories and old 
photographs of B-26 missions were shown to us.

The Archive also recently received an endowment and 
thousands of old photographs from the B.F.Goodrich Co. of 
the Wingfoot Lake facilities. 

We all had an interesting and educational day at the library 
and so enjoyed the tour and hospitality shown to us by the 
staff.

We informed them that the MAPS will soon have a library 
and maybe a sharing of information for both facilities will be 
forthcoming! 

We later had lunch at the Spaghetti Warehouse on South 
Main St.  and  thanks to my “Navigator” Bob Holliday, we did 
not get too lost on Akrons many one-way streets.....or did we?

Thanks to Mark Bloom for all his wonderful help.  You can 
contact the library at Akron University or the B-26 Marauder 
Archive call (330) 972-7670. §

The MAPS “Family” 
cookbook project !!

Julie Adams, MAPS Member 

We all love the “Pot-Luck” family style food that so many 
donate to the parties here at the MAPS!

Would like to start sharing those recipes with one another, 
and to compile stories of food while in the service also and 
put it all in a cookbook  with pictures of our planes too...  for 
fundraising to eventually be sold in our gift shop.

Do you have a favorite recipe to share?     Memories of 
Military chow... or a funny story about K.P. duty, or about 
Spam, SOS or pemmican or that meal your Momma always 
made when you got home on leave...

What’s your favorite breakfast or most favorite dessert treat?  
Loved the cheesecake at the Christmas party...what’s the secret 
recipe?  (Mostly want to steal some recipes from Mary Ann 
Cameron too!)   ha! ha!
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Please think it over, write it down, or tell it to me and we 
will all work on this cookbook idea together!

Remember: Teamwork makes the Dream work!!  Would 
appreciate everyones help.  Will place an envelope in the 
Lobby  area soon  for submissions starting in mid-December.  
Thanks for everyones help. §

Julie Adams  (Maps Member and confessed food lover) 

Restoration Projects
Kent Kleinknecht, Director

Are you interested in working on a smaller project than a 
large aircraft restoration?  If you are, I have a few projects for 
you. Each one of these has a specific need and purpose for the 
museum.

• ERCO Trainer:
The museum has on loan from MAPS member Joe Lombard, 

a two seat multi-engine Naval Trainer. Joe has consented that 
the museum may use this as hands on exhibit in which visitors 
can sit in. We feel this will add greatly to our expanding 
educational area for tours and help full fill requirements for 
the Boy Scout aviation Merit badge. The intent is to finish off 
the ERCO with appropriate gauges and markings. Adding 
lighting and sounds would be a plus. There is a small budget 
and a specif actions information that goes with the project.

• Crocker-Wheeler Gun Turret:
The museum has 3 of these gun turrets. Currently 2 of them 

are on display by the B-26. One is restored to static display and 

one is displayed in a before condition. To add to our hands-on 
display I would like to see the last one be put back in operational 
condition using up to date motors and switches. The object is 
to give visitors a sense of what operating a gun turret must 
have been like. If interested contact Kent Kleinknecht.

• Hydraulic s Display:
The museum has the hydraulic unit for a SBD dive bomber 

dive flaps. We need someone who has the experience in 
hydraulics to get it back up and running. The unit is currently 
in a display case in the old gift shop.If interested contact Kent 
Kleinknecht. §
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QUESTION: 

Why were the fighters of the 50’s, 60’s called century 
series fighters?  (answer on back)

MAPS TRIVIA



2011 MAPS cash raffle
Kent Kleinknecht, Director

This January, tickets for our 6th Annual Spring Cash Raffle 
will be sent out. This raffle has helped generate over $25,000 in 
the past 5 years to help with the financial requirements of the 
museum.  As in the past we are asking that each member who 
are willing to participate buy or sell 10 of these $5.00 tickets.

First Prize $1,000, Second Prize $500, Third Prize, $250, 
Fourth Prize $125, Fifth Prize $75 and Sixth Prize $50. 
Maximum number of tickets sold will be 5,000.

The drawing will be held on Wednesday April 11th at 
7:30pm.

If you do not wish to have tickets sent to your home, please 
send a note opting out of the raffle to the museum, or by 
e-mailing me at kleinknecht.kent@mapsairmuseum.org by 
December 31st, 2011.  For additional questions call 330-323-
5764.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  Kent Kleinknecht, 
Cash Raffle Chairman. §

Aviation oil surplus
Kent Kleinknecht, Director

The museum currently has a surplus supply of Aviation 
related oil for sale. This oil is out of date for Aviation purposes. 
This also includes a large container of used oil that is on the 
tarmac(estimated 200 gallons)

• 120W/SAE 60  8 x 4 gallon cases
• AeroShell 120W  4 x 55 gallon drums
• Concrete Form Oil 4 x 55 gallon drums
• 100W/SAE 50 2 cases
• synthetic jet oil 1 case
• Vitrea OIl 13 3 x 55 gallon drums

If a MAPS member has a use for this please feel  free to make 
an reasonable offer. If there are no takers it will be offered to 
the public.  

Contact Kent Kleinknecht if interested. §
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