
SUNDAY  11 :30–4:00
MONDAY  closed
TUESDAY  9:00-4:30
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FRIDAY  9:00-4:30
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2260 International Parkway
North Canton, Ohio 44720
330-896-6332

2015; 
ANOTHER 
RECORD 
YEAR

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

We had another record year in 2015. 

Our membership rose from 554 to 706 

which corresponds to a growth from 

809 to 1,061 individuals. Our volunteer 

hours increased from 47,379 to 

54,422 hours. Our visitors increased 

from 27,908 to 34,093 visitors. Our 

number of tours increased slightly 

from 186 to 191. Our Gift Shop sales 

approached $100,000 and financially 

we did very well against the budget. 

(at the deadline for this issue, the final 

numbers were not available) 

We had a lot of capital projects that 

used some of our available cash. The 

repair, paving and installation of the 

drains for the parking lot was the 

biggest investment. We also spent 

some money on the renovation of the 

main hangar lab, the restoration lobby, 

and the move of the machine shop 

from the main hangar to the motor 

pool.

In summary, all of our tracking metrics 

in 2015 were still climbing at a significant 

rate and we continue to put money 

back into the organization through 

renovations and improvements. 

This winter will be exceptionally 

active. We should be able to renovate 

the second floor room for the Ohio 

Military Museum’s displays, install the 

elevator and possibly a couple other 

rooms adjacent to the elevator. 

I want to personally thank all of our 

volunteers for making this year one of 

the best that we have ever had at MAPS 

Air Museum. If you are not a volunteer, 

you are missing out on what makes 

this organization special. You need 

to be here on a Wednesday, Saturday, 

special event, or when a High School 

comes for US History to see the magic 

that is MAPS. Thanks again.  <<<

VISITOR
STATISTICS 
FOR 2015

Robert Schwartz, MAPS Director (Chair)

In 2015, 34,093 visitors visited 

MAPS, an increase of 6,185 over 2014’s 

27,908. Where did they come from and 

how did they find out about us? In the 

MAPS lobby, we have a guest register.  

The Tour Guides and Gift Shop 

volunteers do a great job asking our 

visitors to sign in on the guest register 

and tell us where they are from and 

how they found out about us. 

(...Article continued on Page 02)

Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating 
people about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It 
accomplishes this mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying 
and exhibiting the impact of aviation on the culture of man.
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(...Article continued from Page 01)

4,072 visitors took the time to sign 

in. That’s about 12% of our visitors, 

enough to give a fairly accurate 

percentage of how they found out 

about us and where they live.

Not surprisingly, 56% of our Ohio 

visitors come from Stark, Summit 

and 5 surrounding counties. 21% of 

the visitors are from the remaining 

counties in the state.  About 20% of 

our visitors are from out of state from 

every state in the union. Pennsylvania, 

New York, California and Florida 

top the visiting state with Texas and 

Michigan close behind. Rounding 

out our visitors, 3% came in from 39 

foreign countries, big jump from last 

year. Canada tops out the list with 

Britain and Germany not far behind. 

We also had 6 visitors from down 

under, Australia.

With the Football Hall of Fame and 

other local attractions, visitors from 

out of the area are finding MAPS a 

great experience to round out their 

trip to the area. How did they find out 

about MAPS? Let’s take a look.

Word of mouth is still the number 

one method with 36%. The internet 

comes in at 19% and spotting one 

of our signs 11% with half of those 

specifically mentioning the Sign on 

I-77.  5% are return visitors and 4% 

found out from a member. 25% found 

out from various other categories 

including brochures, newspaper 

articles, or advertisements. Additional 

ways people heard about us were 

through a school tours, events at the 

museum, and the P-51 Mustang down 

Massillon Road.  <<<
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MAPS Welcomes New Members
September 01, 2015 - January 31st 2016

JOIN TODAY!

Kenneth Adams, family

Philip Aftoora

Debbie Altimus, family

Michael Bardin, family

Robert Basista, family

Jerry Beach, family

William Blantz

Bryan Bowman, family

Thom Brahler, family

McCaulley Building

Phillip Bukovsky, family

Matt Burger, family

Ron Claus

Carol Couch, family

Cindy Dafler

Vince Dec

David Ellis

Cathi Endlich, family

Robert Evans, family

Thomas Ferrero

John Flannery

Mike Forrester, family

Nick Frank, family

Donald Frye, family

Bain Fulton, family

Gregory Gajewski, family

David Gibson, family

Cheryl Hanzel, family

John Harris, family

Monica Heineman, family

Michael Hiner, family

George Humbert

Doug Hutchings, family

Michael Johnon

Robert Jones

Laura Kell, family

Jeanne Kenyon-Farrington, family

Phil Kerber, family

George King Jr

Marie Kirsch, family

Sharon Kopp, family

Daniel Lehman, family

Harold Leone

Edward Leslie

Timothy Lewis Sr, family

Phyllis Limberg, family

John Lombardi, family

Andrew Mackrory, family

Marion Mazzarella, family

Raymond McCaulley, family

Ken McIntosh

Jeanne McKinley, family

Daniel Moore, family

Richard Mortland, family

Edward Napoleon Jr, family

Don Neu, family

Gerard Neugebauer, family

Dick Norton

Devon Olinger, family

Jim Owens, family

Ivor Peters

Bob Reed, family

Jeffery Rhodes, family

Bradford Richardson

Terry Roan, family

Richard Robinson, family

Donna Sansonetti, family

Johnf Sazpansky, family

Walter Sedlak, family

Amanda Sedlak-Hevener, family

Tom Seesan, family

David Seffens

Robert Skibicki, family

George Smith, family

JD Jones SSK Industries

Eugene Thorn, family

Edward Todd, family

Lorraine Waibel, family

Jeffery Wenum, family

Diane White

Aaron Wilkinson, family

Charles Witt, family

Robert Yund, family



THE TIMKEN 
FOUNDATION AWARDS 
A CAPITAL GRANT TO 
MAPS

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

In our last Briefing, we mentioned 

that the Ward and Joy Timken 

Foundation awarded MAPS with a 

grant to renovate a second story room 

that will house displays received from 

the Ohio Military Museum in Massillon.

 

I am very pleased to announce that 

The Timken Foundation has provided 

a capital grant that will be used for 

several projects. 

•  The grant provided funds for 60% 

of the cost to replace the main hangar 

heater with six 60 ft radiant heaters. 

The remainder of the funding was 

provided by the GAR Foundation.

•  The grant will provide total funding 

for the installation of an elevator. This 

addition to the main hangar is required 

before we can take the public to the 

second floor to see the OMM displays.

•  The remainder of the grant will be 

used for the entrances to the elevator 

and begin the improvement to the 

exterior of the main hangar.

We have been very fortunate to 

receive funding from the Timken 

Family’s Foundations. This funding 

was used to create the Louise Timken 

Aviation Research Library, to renovate 

our gift shop and restrooms in the 

hangar, helped make repairs to our 

roofs, and modifications to our 

sprinkler systems. 

We appreciate the support that 

we have received and I would like 

to thank the Timken Family and 

their foundations for their generous 

support of MAPS Air Museum over the 

years.  <<<

MAPS Anniversaries
September 01, 2015 - January 31st 2016

5 YEARS

10 YEARS

15 YEARS

20 YEARS
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Michael Lahey

Richard Stanley

Eileen Kerns

Chris Manfull

Don Wohlin John Olive

Ron Price

Jerry Ramey

Steve Satchell

Nancy Ganyard

Norman Martin

Paul Kliner

Todd Reese

Dan O’Connell

Ronald Walters

Arnold Frank

Stephen Geisinger

Lynn Sullivan

Dean Putnam

Mary Cabral

Chris Paprocki
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RESTORATION 
LOBBY 
RENOVATION 
PROJECT

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

Two years ago, I remember climbing up a ladder to hang 

plastic to catch the water from our leaking roof in the 

restoration offices. It was quite an engineering marvel to 

tie the clothesline to the large sheets of plastic in just a way 

to create the waterfall into a coffee can, bucket or for the 

big leaks a big trashcan. At that time our highest priority 

was to repair the roofs, all other projects were placed on 

hold. After the roofs was the parking lot. Both were major 

projects and major accomplishments.

A year ago on Christmas Eve, we moved into our new 

executive offices in the restoration building (the old library). 

It was a very smooth transition and we felt at ease very 

quickly in our new location. The only complaint came from 

Reed one day when we had to walk between the buildings 

and we were in the middle of a winter blast. He said that 

instead of fixing the parking lot, we might have thought 

about a sky-walk between the buildings.

Ray Weber approached the leadership and said that he 

would like to work on the lobby of restoration. He and Ron 

Stanich wanted to pay to have a drop ceiling installed. Ron 

Duplain made some modifications to the heating system, 

Dale Cox made the electrical changes, and Clay Tober 

wanted to pay for the lights. Then we started painting, 

Jim Jackson, Jim Shoop and Henry Aegerter started 

fixing doors. Lets not forget the plumbing that Allen Hess 

provided. They started replacing sinks, installing cabinets 

and working deals to get donations. Clay worked out a deal 

to get the floor epoxied. 

Ray worked out a donation for the partisans from Mullinax 

Ford of North Canton, but we had a short window of a few 

hours to get them out. Ray, Tim Petroff, Jim Jackson and I 

pulled it off. Once we got the partisans, everything else fell 

into place. The pictures from the curators, the cabinets (I 

stole from Jim Cameron, sorry), the tables from the 356th 

Fighter Group, the chairs donated from the Holy Cross 

Room at Hoban High School, and the signs above the doors 

started to show up, Tony had a hand in that. I was asked 

early on about my opinion, my response was, “You guys are 

doing just fine, why would I put my two cents in and mess up 

your plans.” “Keep doing what you are doing.”

  

There is a tremendous pride and sense of accomplishment 

when a project comes to completion. This project is very 

practical and turned out to be better than we all expected. I 

am sorry if I missed anyone who helped but this was truly a 

team effort and you should all be very proud.  <<<

(Restoration Lobby work being done by the crew, pictured above)
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ROBERT C. 
KLEINKNECHT
1934-2016

Age 81, of Navarre, passed away on Jan. 8, 2016. Robert was born in Belpre, 

Ohio on Jan. 12, 1934 to the late Floyd and Georgia (Owens) Kleinknecht. He 

was a graduate of Dover High School class of 1950 and served in the U.S. Air 

Force. Robert retired from Republic Steel in 1981 after 30 years of service. 

After retirement, he spent ten years as the manager of Jackson Twp. Recycling 

Center. He was a member of MAPS Air Museum, Navarre VFW Post and was an 

avid golfer. He loved spending time with his family, especially his children and 

grandchildren who were the joys of his life. 

Proceeded in death by his loving wife, Janet. He is survived by his sons, 

Robert W. (Sandy), Bradley J. (Jaime) and Kent A. (Dorothy) Kleinknecht; eight 

grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.

A private internment took place at Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery in 

Rittman. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Multiple 

Sclerosis Society. 

ALVIN FIELDS
THARP, JR.
1933-2016

82, formerly of Massillon, passed away Tuesday evening, Jan. 12, 2016. Born in 

Auburn, W.Va., Nov. 22, 1933, a son to the late Alvin F. and Arawana (Hoff) Tharp, 

Sr., “Junior” was an honorably discharged veteran of the US Navy and had been 

employed as a steelworker with the former Republic Steel Corp. in Massillon. He 

enjoyed history and was something of a raconteur. Very proud of his family’s 

long history of service to the nation, he was pleased that his service extended 

that tradition.

Predeceased by his parents; his wife, Colleen F. (Kirby) Tharp; a sister, Mary 

Catherine (Tharp) Goff and a step-son, Gary Lynch; Alvin is survived by his step-

children, Karen L. (Randy) Curtis, of Vienna, Va. and John K. Lynch, of Massillon. 

Also surviving are his sister, Ruth Ann (Tharp) Smith, of Uniontown, Pa., six step-

grandchildren and several nieces, nephews, cousins and dear friends.

F-84 
RECEIVES 
FUNDING

Kim Kovesci, MAPS Executive Director

MAPS Air Museum has received a 

grant of $2,000 from the Kenneth L. 

Calhoun Charitable Trust, KeyBank, 

and Trustee. The grant will be used 

to finish the restoration of the F-84/F 

Thunderstreak. Paul Gates (pictured) 

was the crew chief for our aircraft 

when it flew into Mansfield and Ray 

Weber actually flew her. The plane is 

owned by MAPS and we want to thank 

the Kenneth L. Calhoun Charitable 

Trust for their support.  <<<

(Our F-84F w/ Paul Gates, pictured above)

IN MEMORY

MAPS REFLECTS ON MEMBERS 
WE HAVE LOST  >
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MAPS A-4D 
SKYHAWK;
NUMBER 139947

Reed Kimball, MAPS Director of Education

The airframe at the MAPS Air Museum is an A-4A version 

carrying the Bureau Number of 139947.  It was built at the 

Douglas Aircraft Company, Long Beach, California and officially 

delivered to the United States Navy on 11 December 1956.

The initial assignment for this Skyhawk was Attack 

Squadron (VA) 93 then stationed at the Naval Air Station 

(NAS), Alameda, California. During this initial assignment, 

139947 was deployed on 16 December 1957 aboard the 

U.S.S. Ticonderoga (CVA – 14) to the Western Pacific Area. 

In February of 1959, the Skyhawk was transferred to 

VA-56 and based at NAS Miramar, California. During this 

assignment to NAS Miramar, it was also assigned to VA-112 

(March 1959) and VA-126 (March 1960).

In August of 1961, 139947 was relocated from Miramar to 

NAS Lemoore (located in Kings County and Fresno County), 

California and assigned to VA-125.

July of 1962 saw the A-4D assigned to the Naval Air 

Reserve Training Command (NART) unit at NAS, Los 

Alamitos, California. Less than a year later (February 1963) 

is was placed in storage at NAS Litchfield Park, located near 

Phoenix, Arizona. Upon closure of the Litchfield Storage 

Facility in October 1965, 139947 was moved to the Military 

Aircraft Storage and Disposition Center (MASDC) at Davis-

Monthan Air Force Base near Tucson, Arizona.

While the MASDC is the end of the line for many military 

aircraft, 139947 was destined for more. In March of 1966, 

the aircraft was recovered and moved back to its first duty 

assignment, NAS Alameda, California.  In May it was sent to 

the Naval Air Rework Facility at Alameda and then assigned 

to NAS Twin Cities in Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minnesota. It 

was at this location it was converted to a TA-4A trainer. In 

September of 1968, the TA-4A was then transferred to NAS, 

Memphis and used as a ground trainer.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH

DIRECTORS MEETING  _  WED, Mar 9

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  _  SAT, Mar 12

APRIL

HAND PICKED BRIDAL EXPO  _  SAT, Apr 2

RECYCLED WEDDING BOUTIQUE  _  SUN, Apr 3

DIRECTORS MEETING  _  WED, Apr 6

CUB SCOUT PINEWOOD DERBY  _  SAT, Apr 9

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  _  SAT, Apr 9

TERRANCE JONES FLYING HIGH AT 40  _  SAT, Apr 16

STARK STATE EVAC  _  MON, Apr 18

STARK STATE EVAC  _  WED, Apr 20

STARK STATE EVAC  _  SAT, Apr 23

SPRING PANCAKE BREAKFAST  _  SUN, Apr 24

CUB SCOUT CAMPOUT  _  SAT, Apr 30

MAY

DIRECTORS MEETING  _  WED, May 11

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  _  SAT, May 14

JUNE

AIR ACADEMY  _  SUN, Jun 5

DIRECTORS MEETING  _  WED, Jun 8

CAR SHOW - DON SITTS  _  SAT, Jun 11

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  _  SAT, Jun 11

AIR ACADEMY  _  SUN, Jun 12

MAPS THANKS THE PRINT SHOP OF CANTON
FOR SPONSORING “THE BRIEFING”



In June of 1987, 139947 was again reassigned, this time 

to the Nondestructive Inspection School then located at 

Chanute Air Force Base, in Rantoul, Illinois. A year later 

(June 1988) the school closed and the aircraft was placed 

on static display at the Chanute Aerospace Museum.

139947 was moved to MAPS in December of 2015 arriving 

here on December 13th.  <<<

(Our A-4D Skyhawk 139947, pictured above)

HOMING PIGEON 
CERTIFICATE 
DONATED TO 
MAPS

Jim Cameron, MAPS Curator

In the past, I have written about great artifacts we have 

obtained, or new displays created in the gallery. In this 

issue, I thought we would go down a different path, while 

still keeping with the aviation theme. What could be more 

relative to flying than a certificate from the Signal Corps 

about 1 of 15 WW II U. S. Army Homing Pigeons and the 

11 year old boy who sent them to the Signal Corps as his 

contribution to the war effort.

In the 1942-43 era, 15 Homing Pigeons were sent to the 

U. S. Army Signal Corps-Army Pigeon Service Agency by 

the late James R. Ries of Massillon, Ohio to be used as 

message carriers during the war.

The certificate and “one” pigeon bearing leg band #1426 

U*S 44 SC was returned to him June 1946. The fate of the 

other 14 pigeons is unknown. Let’s just imagine they made 

their country proud.

The certificate, donated to MAPS states:

(The donated ‘homing Pigeon’ certificate, pictured above)

2016 MAPS 
RAFFLE

Robert Schwartz, MAPS Director (Chair)

Raffle tickets have been mailed to all members.  This is an 

important fund raiser for MAPS and has helped us complete 

various projects around the museum.  It also provides 

and opportunity for those unable to volunteer at MAPS a 

chance to contribute.  The drawing will be held at our April 

membership meeting on Saturday April 9th.  <<<

Q: What was the largest, heaviest and most powerful 

fighter in WW II?

( answer on page 08 )
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CHAIRMAN’S 
NOTES

Robert Schwartz, MAPS Director (Chair)

Our condolences to Gary Haught for the recent loss of his 

brother Glenn who resided in Bowling Green, Ohio.

Kim mentioned our recording setting year for volunteer 

hours, 54,422 hours.  A group in Washington, DC called 

the Independent Sector sets a dollar value on membership 

volunteer hours. At present this value is $23.07 an hour.  

The amount for the previous year is updated in April at 

which time the 2015 hours will be updated.  Last year’s 

value equaled $1.25 Million dollars which equals about 27 

full time employees.  Volunteer hours are tabulated by the 

month and then sorted by name and also by category or 

work area.  Last year 53 different categories were used, for 

example “tour Guides”, “A-26”, “gift shop” etc. A running 

total of hours spent restoring and maintaining all the 

aircraft in our collection are also maintained. For example 

volunteers have spent 8,817 hours restoring the B-26 since 

1995.  We also sort by volunteer, last year 241 members 

signed in. Our volunteers who were members for the whole 

year averaged 240 hours.

The board extends a big MAPS THANKS to all of volunteers 

for all your efforts during this past year.  MAPS continues to 

grow and is really starting to look like a professional, first 

class operation and it wouldn’t be happening without every 

one of you.  <<<

2260 International Parkway
North Canton OH 44720
Phone 330-896-6332

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Briefing Newsletter -  March 2016
copyright © 2016, MAPS Air Museum

THE BRIEFING
MAPS

PAGE 8

MAPS Endowment Fund

Our endowment fund has been setup 

to ensure the long term survival of the 

organization. If you plan to have a financial 

review done, MAPS Air Museum would 

appreciate being considered in your plans.  

Thank you.

MAPS TRIVIA ANSWER:   P-61 Black Widow


