
D-Day
(As I Remember It)

Ralph Lynn, MAPS Dedicated Member and WWII Veteran 

D-Day/Normandy Landings

70th Anniversary
In the military D-Day is the day when a combat attack or operation 

is to be initiated --- the  best known D-Day is June 6, 1944.  This year 
of 2014 we celebrate the 70th anniversary of this famous day. 

On 6/6/44  the Normandy landings, codenamed Neptune, made up 
the largest seaborne  invasion in history.  It was preceded by an aerial 
and naval bombardment , and an aerial assault made by the landing 
of 24,000 British, US, and Canadian airborne troops not long after 
midnight.  Later the seaborne troops hit the beaches at  0630 hours.

As co-pilot on a B-24 heavy bomber of the 466th Bomb Group, 
I flew that day on two missions. The first was early morning (0250 
hours).  The 466th  had the honor of being the second bomb group  
to cross the English Channel and bomb the German coastal defenses 
prior to the landing of the seaborne assault troops.

Our takeoff was in the dark  with considerable cloud cover and 
therefore  scary to say the least.  This mission was my 20th  and my 
first night combat takeoff.  You can imagine the nervousness and 
concern because we knew that every bomb group and fighter group in 
England was taking to the air at approximately the same time.  Over 
11,000  planes of all types were in the sky that day. Fortunately there 
were relatively few mid-air collisions.

By the time the 466th had formed up and headed across the 
Channel the early light of dawn enabled us to  look down at the water 
and see the thousands of boats and ships that were headed for the 
Normandy coast.  It’s somewhat of an exaggeration but it’s been said 
that you could have walked across the Channel  from ship to ship.

At first the weather seemed to favor us for visual bombing, but as 
we approached the coast of France clouds moved in and our bombing 
had to be done by following the lead of a pathfinder plane equipped 
with radar.   Later reconnaissance  showed that we had hit our target.

My second mission  came by accident. The 466th flew three 
missions on D-Day, but my crew was scheduled for just one mission.  
A crew scheduled for the third mission lacked a co-pilot so I was 
grabbed to fill the spot.   Unlike the previous missions our group had 
flown, this one was a minor disaster.  The takeoff was in late afternoon  
(1700 hours).  The target was tactical, a highway and a bridge over 
the Selune River.  A trouble plagued mission.  Only 23 planes were 
available for flight, 6 turned back because weather prevented them  
from finding our formation.  Three planes joined another bomb 
group and bombed with them. One plane accidentally dropped its 
bombs in the Channel.  Finally 12 planes  bombed our assigned target 
area.  I was on one of them.

We returned to our field in utter darkness (2300 hours).  Sometimes 
German fighters would follow bombers returning after dark and 
shoot them down on their final approach.  The following is from our 
group’s history:

“A report reached Attlebridge (our base) that fighters were tailing 
our returning bombers. Col. Pierce ordered all field lights turned on, 
forming a well lighted target.  Many of us thought the Old Man had 
set us up for a German Blitz.  Fortunately, his plan worked --- the 
Germans, evidently fearing artillery (practically nil), passed us by, 
concentrating their attack on bombers from a neighboring field.”

A narrow escape.  I might easily have been shot down and crashed  
on my home field.  

My only regret in respect to D-Day was that as a replacement 
co-pilot my name never got on the roster for that second mission. 
Although I flew 33 missions, officially I flew 32. Enough to get me a 
ticket home. §
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Mission Statement
MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 

about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.
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Curator’s Corner,
June 2014 

Jim Cameron, Curator  

Several weeks ago, my friends from the Air Racing Historians from 
Cleveland, Ohio came to MAPS to verify the F-86 we have in our 
outdoor storage lot as the winner of the 1949 Cleveland National Air 
Races Thompson Trophy Race For Military  Jet Powered Aircraft. The 
US Navy did not enter a plane as they didn’t have a plane competitive 
enough to win the race. The USAF wanted publicity for their new 
F-86 jet fighter. Three planes were entered not only to win the race 
but to set a new speed record. The winning pilot was USAF Captain 
Bruce Cunningham. The second place pilot was Captain Martin 
Johanson who was given quite a scare when at full speed, a small 
inspection door fell off causing tremendous drag. When he landed 
he had less than 20 gallons of fuel left. The third place pilot was 
Captain Vernon Henderson who had to pull out of the race when his 
seat becme detached from the tremendous “G” forces the plane was 
experiencing. He had to fly the plane from a kneeling position and 
somehow managed to safely land the plane.  

The Thompson Trophy Race  was a 15 mile closed course event 
where the jets averaged 587 mph. doing over 600 on the straightaways 
at 500 ft. Pieces of aluminum were falling off the planes as they went 
by the grandstands where I, as a 14 year old was seated. I mentioned 
to the Air Racing guys that I remember there being a band of yellow 
paint on the plane. We brushed the nose and under the silver repaint 
was a yellow nose. It still carries the same tail number. My Air Racing

friends  confirmed this is the 1949 race winner.  We have a real piece 
of history and it will be restored as it was in 1949. We spoke with the 
MAPS  crew chief for the restoration and  he and the Air Race guys 
will cooperate on any details needed. The photo’s attached show the 
plane being inspected after winning the race showing the damage 
from pieces that fell off during the race.

Please read the article in this briefing by Reed Kimball detailing 
the history of this plane after it won the Cleveland race until it came 
to MAPS. §

Sorely Missed;
Keith Swinehart

Bob Sours, XX

In his prime Keith was our most active Maps member. His 
volunteer hours were upwards of 1,700 a year and that computes to 
almost 33 hours a week - that is a lot! He knew planes, liked being 
around them, working on them, and maybe most talking about them. 
Where as he never got his private pilots license he knew how it all 
worked having gone to ground school and had taken some lessons. At 
Maps Keith did it al,l he worked in the restoration area, worked as a 
Tour Guide, worked all Maps events in various capacities, and was a 
Director. Many hours were spent working on the C47 where he was a 
crew member and later crew chief. He had served in the Air Force as 
a crew chief. Keith was a fun loving guy and would kid you and tell 
jokes and then laugh hardly. A great guy who would do anything to 
help you. Keith is sorely missed. §

OMHA Home Show 
at MAPS

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

On May 16-18 MAPS Air Museum was home to the Ohio 
Manufactured Home Association’s 2014 home show.  Almost 3,000 
visitors attended the home show during its three day run. Three 
radio stations had live broadcasts from the Museum, 105.1 WQXK in
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THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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Salem, 104.5 WQKT out of Wooster and 94.9 WQMX out of 
Akron. Kim Kovesci, Executive Director was interviewed on live radio 
on WQKT.  Our name was mentioned in every ad in newspapers, 
billboards and radio advertisements.  Below is part of the final news 
release from the shows organizer Tim Williams.

“465 Radio Ads, Billboards, 20,000 tickets and flyers, 3,000 
programs, outdoor signs, newspapers and social media advertising 
covered a 100 mile radius of the show and created quite the buzz.  
The largest local newspaper, the Akron Beacon Journal, featured a 
special and very positive story just days prior to the event as a result 
of an OMHA arranged tour of the nearby Skyline Homes plant and 
of course the Show itself.

Even the Venue was Fantastic! 
Many complements were received from those who attended the 

Industry Day portion regarding the unique MAPS Air Museum 
venue.  The MAPS Air Museum waived the admission fee during Show 
days and had numerous military veterans on hand as guides for the 
many aircraft and museum exhibits.  This made the show experience 
all the more unique. Williams commended the exceptional efforts of 
MAPS Executive Director Kim Kovesci and his many volunteers for 
their graciousness and tremendous accommodation of the Show. “It 
was a privilege to have our Show in such an inspiring venue that pays 
tribute to our military veterans and their sacrifices for our freedom”, 
Williams stated.

Show Stats
Nineteen fully furnished and landscaped manufactured homes 

were on display featuring 14 different builders.   The Show also offered 
48 indoor exhibitor spaces including lenders, MH communities, 
retailers, home related service/suppliers and local businesses.”

A truckload of canned goods were collected at each entrance of the 
show. These cans were taken to the Ohio National Guard to restock 
their pantry that was almost bare. §

Maps P51 Project;
An Honor
Bob Sours, XX 

This project is an honor, for the many involved, to pay tribute to 
the service given by veterans like Bob Withee. The project started as 
a gift to MAPS (capitalize). The right wing, canopy, and other parts 
were broken, or in need of serious repair. We transported it to our 
restoration hanger. Once there, Ron Duplain took over with 1000 
lbs of steel and many helpers( including myself ) to put the plane 
back together.

continued on page 6
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At the April and May Membership Meetings nominations for the 
4 Directors seats that are up for election at the Annual Membership 
Meeting on Saturday June 21th, 2014 at 11:00 AM were accepted. 
Seats up for re-election are currently held by Bob Schwartz, Rick 
Hamlet, Steve Satchell and an open seat due to the resignation of Kent 
Kleinknecht. 6 nominations were received and accepted.  The open 
seat has one year left on the term and of the four members elected the 
one with the lowest vote count will fill out that term. 

If you can’t attend the election meeting, proxy votes will be accepted 
by e-mail, postal mail or from barb Johnston in the library. Mail votes 
must be signed and must reach MAPS no later than Friday, June 21st. 
Please mark “Proxy Vote” on the envelope and mail proxies to MAPS 
Air Museum, 2260 International Parkway, North Canton, OH, 44720. 
Proxy ballots will also be available at MAPS, see Barb Johnston in 
the Library.  E-mail proxies will also be accepted by e-mail to Barb 
Johnston at mapselection@mapsairmuseum.org.  Place your name at 
the end of the e-mail and make the subject as “Proxy Vote.” A mass 
email will go out to those with current email addresses with detailed 
information the first week in June.  Note also that, per the Code of 
Regulations, a family membership qualifies for one vote.

Rick Hamlet
Education: 1970-1974 state of Ohio apprentice school journeyman 

machinist.  Work Experience: 1985-present RTR Slotting & Machine   
Part owner President1969-1985 machinist.  Volunteer Experience: 
(include MAPS duties) MAPS member 2003.  Director 2006-2008 
& 2012-2014.  Worked in restoration, Air Shows, help build display 
room,gift shop,lobby, bathrooms,special events.

J.R. Jackson
Family:  Married 43 years; 2 grown children & 4 grandchildren.  

Born in Canada and moved to the United States in 1978.  Became a 
U.S. Citizen in 2008.  Work Experience: I spent 14 years in the soft 
drink industry, beginning as the 1st employee in a start up Company 

that grew to become a National and then International Publicly traded 
company with 50 production plants – both Corporate and Franchise.  
I attained the position of Vice President of Manufacturing and 
Technical Services.  I spent 7 years in Food Packaging manufacturing 
as Plant and Operations Manager in plants ranging from 80 to 240 
employees.  The last 18 years of my working career was as sole owner 
of a liquid waste business.  I retired in 2009.

Valerie Street Kinney
Family:  I have two sons… Captain Kyle Kinney, USAF (active 

duty) and PO3C Ryan Kinney, Hospital Corpsman (will be a civilian 
on 5-17-14 after 5 years of service).  While my sons were serving in 
the military, I have added 2 daughter-in-laws to the family; Captain 
Cece Kinney, USAF and Alison Kinney from Pensacola, FL.  I also 
have my first grandbaby on the way!  Education:  1994:  Ashland 
University, MS in Computer Education.  1980:  University of Akron, 
BS in Education.  Work Experience:  1987-present: Canton Local 
Schools: Intervention Specialist (Teacher of Multihandicapped).  
1983-1987:      Perry Local Schools: (Teacher of Educable Mentally 
Retarded).  1980-1983:  Montgomery County Local Schools (Teacher 
of Severe Behavior HC).  Volunteer Experience:  2012-2014: MAPS-
Volunteer, Veterans Day Program 2013.  2007-2013: Honor Flight 
CAK- Executive Director for 6 ½ years.  Our mission: to fly WWII 
veterans to Washington DC to see their memorial at no cost via US 
Airways charter.  Over 6 ½ years our donations nearly reached $700k. 
We provided over 1100 WWII vets from the surrounding areas and 
sponsored 100 WWII and Korean Vets from Huntington, WV the 
opportunity to see their memorial and other memorials… a day full 
of  “Moments and Memories”.  Comments:  In 1991, I organized and 
implemented a Veterans Day Program from a prevocational project 
my students were doing Mentally Retarded).  1980-1983:  Montgomery 
County Local Schools (Teacher of Severe Behavior HC).

Steve Satchell 
Work Experience:  I retired from McKesson Drug Company after 

thirty-three years of service as a truck driver and warehouse worker.  
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Volunteer Experience:  I joined MAPS in November of 2005.  I am 
presently serving as a director, crew chief of the T-37 project and 
working to establish a video department.  Comments:  I desire to see 
maps continue to develop its present programs and become a valued 
part of this community.

Bob Schwartz
I’ve been a member of MAPS since March, 2006 and on the Board 

of Directors since 2008. Current position is Chairman, Board of 
Directors. Membership committee maintaining our membership 
data base.  Tabulate volunteer hours and last year we had over 51,000 
volunteer hours. 8 year Air Force veteran, serving as an Air Traffic 
Control Ground Radar Technician.  Retired from First Energy in 
2004 as a Transmission Operations Supervisor with over 34 years 
of service. Operated the transmission, generation and distribution 
systems. Pilot, inactive, with commercial, instrument and flight 
instructor ratings.  Ham Radio Operator and hold a commercial 
radio operator’s license. Volunteer activities -Stark County Park 
District, Boy Scouts.  Volunteer fire fighter/EMT and Rescue Squad 
Chief.  Coach and umpire with the Northwest Youth Baseball league. 
Current Red Cross First Aid and CPR Instructor. I have 6 kids and 14 
grandkids. I’m a life time member of MAPS.  Participated in many 
management classes and seminars.   

Clayton (Clay) P. Tober
Education:  High School and some college.  Work Experience:  

Banking 1970 to 74 . Broadview Heights Police Department 1974 To 
1996 Retired as Administrative Sergeant.  Broadview Heights city 
council 1996 to 2000. Last year as council president. Small business 
owner for 16 years.  Volunteer Experience:  Board of Directors 
National Antique Oldsmobile Club. President of 1957 Oldsmobile 
Chapter. MAPS; Crew chief PT 19 . Assist with restoration building 
management and help the organization as needed.  Military Service:  
United Stated Air Force 1966 to 1970 discharged as E-5.  Comments:  
Maps is a great organization with a promising future. If elected, I 
would deem it an honor to be part of that future. §
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QUESTION: 
What military trainer first flew in 1939??

(answer on page 08)
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continued from page 3
After making it structurally sound we went 

to work with 12 gallons of fiberglass resin, 
aluminum, and paint to make the completed 
result seen today. The plane has been painted 
with logo’s, numbers, and striping to depict Bob 
Withee’s 1945 P51 Mustang. It was named Jean 
Ann II after his wife.  This project was very 
special due to the fact  that we had Bob to ask 
questions to as to how his plane looked. He 
brought in photos and patches helping us with 
the correct numbers, logos, and designations. 
From a flight jacket patch we found the 
Musketeer Logo online, projected it onto a 
poster board, and  transferred it to  the plane. 
Wayne Noall procured the pipe large hub (take 
this out, he didn’t get it)  and the heavy metal 
that was welded onto the frame and then used 
for bolting it up in the air. Permits and okays 
were done,  with a considerable amount 
of  trouble, by Kim Kovesci. (please take this 
out) In reality many additional people were 
involved and helped in this project - it was very 
much a MAPS (capitalize) team effort.

 

Today we cannot talk to Abe Lincoln, George 
Patton, or go to lunch with Davey Crockett, but 
we still have bigger than life hero’s like Bob 
Withee that we know and can talk to - what an 
honor! §

THE NEW (OLD) 
KID IN TOWN

Reed Kimball, Edu. and Sch. Coordinator

For those of you that are frequently at the 
museum, you should have noticed a new aircraft 
in our inventory as of April 8th.  Our newest 

aircraft is an F-86A Sabre Jet.  While not in 
presentable condition at this point, members 
are lining up to start restoration of this historic 
aircraft.  

The day after it F-86A, serial number 48-0263 
arrived at MAPS, I contacted Archie DiFante at 
the United States Air Force Historical Research 
Agency, an organization that has been very 
supportive of our efforts to get histories of our 
aircraft.  The following is a synopsis of what was 
provided by the AFHRA. 

The MAPS F-86A (Serial # 48-0263) was 
manufactured at the North American Aviation 
plant in Inglewood, California and delivered to 
the USAF on August 4, 1949.

The aircraft’s first assignment was with the 
4th Fighter-Interceptor Wing of the Continental 
Air Command (CAC) located a Langley Air 
Force Base in Virginia. In September of 1949, the 
aircraft was re-assigned to the 2757th Air Base 
Squadron which was part of the Air Material 
Command (AMC) located in Cleveland, Ohio.  
In May of 1950, 48-0263 was returned to the 
4th Fighter-Interceptor Wing (CAC), Langley, 
Virginia.  In August of 1950, the aircraft was 
again moved, this time to the 336th Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron (CAC) located at Dover 
Air Force Base (AFB), Delaware.  

The aircraft began its overseas duty with 
an assignment in November of 1950 to the 
Sacramento Air Material Area at McClelland 
AFB in California.  Its next assignment was 
again with the 4th Fighter-Interceptor Wing 
(now part of the Far East Air Forces) stationed 
at Johnson Air Base in Japan.  This assignment 
started in December of 1950.  This would have 
made 48-0263 among the first F-86’s to arrive 
for the Korean “police action”.  During the next 
two years, 48-0263 was deployed to Taegu Air 
Base, Suwon Air Base and Kimpo Air Base all 
in the Republic of Korea.  During one of these 
deployments, there is a record of damage to this 
aircraft.  On September 12, 1951, while assigned 
to the 334th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron of 
the 4th FIW the aircraft, then piloted by Thiel 
M. Reese, was damaged during landing due to a 
mechanical failure at Kimpo Air Base.  In May 
of 1952, the aircraft was reassigned to the 6400th 
Air Depot Wing of the Far East Air Forces in 
Kisarazu Air Base in Japan.  
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Upon return to the United States in May of 1952, the F-86A was 
initially returned to North American Aviation in Fresno, California 
for upgrades.  In January of 1953, the aircraft was assigned to the 93rd 
Fighter-Interceptor Squadron of the Air Defense Command (ADC) 
at Kirtland AFB in New Mexico.  In August of 1953 the airframe 
was flown to the Sacramento Air Material Area at McClelland AFB.  
The final active duty assignment for this aircraft was in December 
of 1953 with the 15th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron (ADC) at Davis-
Monthan AFB in Arizona.  

48-0263 was transferred to the Air National Guard in December 
of 1953 and assigned to the 194th Fighter-Bomber Squadron of the 
California Air National Guard, Haywood, California.  In June of 1954, 
the aircraft was transferred to the 196th Fighter-Bomber Squadron of 
the California Air National Guard stationed at Ontario.

In February of 1957, 48-0263 was dropped from the inventory and 
transferred to the New England Air Museum at Bradley International 
Airport in Windsor Locks, Connecticut.  The air frame was 
transferred to the United States Air Force Museum in Dayton, Ohio 
in May of 2004 and placed into storage.

The F-86A arrived at the MAPS Air Museum on April, 8, 2014 on 
loan from the Air Force Museum. §

P-51 Monument 
Dedication June 21

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 
  
Saturday, June 21 will be a very busy day at MAPS Air Museum. We 

will start the day’s festivities with our Annual Membership Meeting 
at 11:00. The dedication of the P-51 Monument will be conducted at 
the site at 2:00 and our Annual Membership picnic will begin at 5:00 
in our main hangar.

The formal dedication will focus on three major areas associated 
with the monument. The P-51 model has been painted like Lt. Robert 
Withee’s plane Jean Ann II which was named after his wife. Secondly, 
it will pay tribute to the Ohio National Guard’s 112th Fighter Squadron 
who flew P-51’s out of our hangar from 1952 to 1956. Finally, we will 
recognize those who helped in all aspects of this major project.

 I believe that over time, we will come to recognize the Monument 
as our brand. We are in the process of changing our brochures, 
business cards and advertising to include portions of the monument.

On the surface, it represents Bob’s airplane and the National Guard, 
but the symbolism goes much deeper.  The monument truly represents 
all of the members of MAPS Air Museum who have contributed to our 
success over the past 24 years. These members are quietly dedicating 
their lives to helping us accomplish our mission of educating the 
public on the history of aviation and its impact on man.

  This week, I was reminded that our most valuable asset is our 
membership.   We are truly blessed with an abundance of very 
talented, dedicated and wonderful people at MAPS. This came to me 
when I went to see Mary Ann Cameron in the hospital the day of her 
hip surgery.  I didn’t know what to expect, but I should have known. 
When I walked into her room, she was sitting in bed looking like she 
had just sat down to take a break on Saturday after working all day to 
feed us lunch. There were no complaints or comments of self pity, only 
her great attitude towards getting back to take care of our members.

 Then, I went to another hospital to see Bob Withee. This was one 
day after his surgery and he was walking down the hall when I arrived. 
Again, I heard no complaints or comments about self pity. I showed 
him some pictures that I had taken of the monument. After one of the 
pictures, he stopped looked up, got a little choked up and said, “you 
know, I never thought that anything this nice would happen after all 
of these years.” Then he got some tears in his eyes and said, “After my 
wife died, I didn’t know what I was going to do, I got in the car and 
started driving. I turned into MAPS and found guys like me.”

I often have the privilege of speaking to organizations about MAPS 
with Ralph Lynn. Ralph usually talks about man’s love of flight or 
his experiences in a B-24. Every time we go out, I am amazed by the 
responses that we receive and I am honored to be his “duty driver.”

This is what the monument represents. This hand-full of people 
who have become active members of the organization and shown us 
how to act, treat each other and become better members of society. 
We currently have about 570 memberships with about 120 active 
volunteers. I truly believe that if you are a member but don’t spend 
any time at MAPS, you are missing out on being friends with some 
of the finest people I have ever met. The monument represents the 
activities, history and class that makes this very special place. §
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MAPS TRIVIA ANSWER:   TheFairchild PT-19.  There’s a beautifully restored PT-19 in our collection at MAPS.

Chairman’s Notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 
 
MAPS mourns the loss of Keith Swinehart.  Keith was about an 

active of a member as anyone. When he wasn’t working on the C-47 
he was a tour guide.  He had a great since of humor, Keith would tell a 
joke then start his famous laugh. He is sorely missed.

The 70th anniversary of D-Day is on the 6th of June.  Tour guide 
and WWII veteran Ralph Lynn flew two missions over the beaches 
that day and there isn’t a better way to commemorate D-Day that 
than an article by a participant on that historical day.  Ralph didn’t 
hesitate a bit when asked if he would write an article for the Briefing.

A major goal was reached with the placement of the P-51 full 
scale replica on the pole at Massillon Rd. Our P-51 took its first and 
only “flight” from the trailer that transported it to the Memorial and 
“landed” in perfect balance to be secured to its pole.  We hear many 
comments, especially the one “every time I drive by its heading in a 
different direction”.  A big MAPS thanks to the members who spent 
many hours in its restoration and also Executive Director Kim Kovesci 
who spent many hours jumping through all the required “hoops” to 
make the P-51s placement a reality.  The dedication is scheduled for 
June 21st and we will have more coverage in our next issue.

It was exciting to learn that we were acquiring a true Korean War 
veteran, an F-86A.  After we had the 86 for a couple more weeks it was 
even more exciting to learn that we had acquired the 1949 Thompson 
Trophy Jet Division winner.  Your humble Chairman grew up 

listening to many air race stories from his uncle and also laying in 
front of a floor model radio listening to the air races.  He can touch 
the 86 and have a connection to his uncle and the races from so many 
years ago. 

Barb Johnston explains why the librarians are so busy.  It doesn’t 
get noticed but the library staff is one the busiest area’s at MAPS.  A 
big “MAPS THANKS” to Barb, Betty and the crew. 

MAPS was home to the 2014 Ohio Manufactured home show.  This 
event was the biggest held at MAPS in a long time.  The show was a 
success and our name was visible all over the place.  We had some 
members wondering why?  Make sure you catch the article about this 
event elsewhere in this issue. § 

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been 
setup to ensure the long term 
survival of the organization.

If you plan to have a financial review done, 
MAPS Air Museum would appreciate being 

considered in your plans. §


