
The Dominos 
Will Fall

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Let’s backup a few years. I remember sitting in the briefing 
room with buckets catching water and looking around for a chair 
without a puddle on it. I remember plastic funnels hanging from 
the ceiling that were tied in a manner that collects the water into 
nearby coffee cans. There was plastic sheets over the book cases 
trying to keep the books from getting wet.

MAPS administration has held off on major construction 
projects for years because of one of the biggest threats to the health 

pictured above: Clay Tober working on demolition of the old library.

of the facilities, the roofs. Specifically, the roof on the restoration 
and the building new maintenance building.   Hicks Roofing, 
New Philadelphia has helped resolve all of our roofing issues 
by providing cost effective solutions to our problems. For the 
first time in many years, all buildings at MAPS are without any 
roof leaks.

Why is this a big deal?

It is a big deal because previously unused space in the restoration 
building has been made available for use. The old library will 
become the administrative office. The old briefing room will 
become the new tool crib and restoration office. The old office 
will become the audio visual room. The old museum room will 
become the new art room.

The domino effect will begin when the tool crib moves from 
the restoration office to the briefing room. Then, after carpet is 
installed, administration offices and the audio visual department 
will move from the library to the restoration building. This will 
provide the library with more space to expand. These moves will 
fully utilize the available space in the restoration building.

The next domino will fall after the modifications to the 
maintenance building. A wall will be rebuilt between the offices 
and big bays. A heating system will be installed in the office and 
another in the bays. These changes allow the building to be used as 
our maintenance building by our membership. The domino that 
falls will move the machine shop from Allen Swain’s area in the 
hangar to the new building.

The area freed up by this move was originally the engine room 
when used by the National Guard will be used for two purposes.
( continued on page 2 )
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.



( continued from page 1 )

Our engines will be displayed and the remainder of the area will
be used for a lab for our students.

How long will all of this take?

I haven’t mentioned the real reason for all of these moves. The 
Portage Lakes Career Center will begin a new Aviation program 
at MAPS Air Museum beginning in the fall of 2015. Shortly 
renovation of the education room on the first floor of the hangar 
will begin. This will include modifying the heating cooling system 
in a five room area with one of the units that we acquired from the 
356th Fighter Group.

The next few months are going to be very busy, exciting but very 
rewarding. Contact one of the directors if you would like to help 
make these plans a reality. We have a great core group of volunteers 
doing the work but we could always use more help. § 

The High School      
US History Program;
Grants Received

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

The High School US History Program is in its 4th year. We have 
funding for over 3,500 visitors in the program and have added 
several schools from Stark County who will be visiting for the first 
time. Thanks to the Stark Community Foundation (The Patricia A. 
& Larry A. Merriman Charitable Fund and the William A. & Ann 
Brothers Charitable)   and the Akron Community Foundations, 
McAlonan Fund. 

In addition to the support from these organizations, we will 
use the remainder of a grant from the Smucker Company for the 
students from Wayne County and the remainder of the Timken 
Company grant will cover any other shortages and begin the 
STEM Program. 

Finally, the 2015 budget provides a funding component for our 
educational programs from our membership dues. We will allocate 
15% of our dues on an annual basis in support of our educational 
programs.

Again, we want to thank all of the supports of our educational 
programs. §

PT-19 Dedication
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 

The PT-19 was dedicated on November 1st at MAPS annual 
Veterans Day program. The Fairchild PT-19 Cornell was donated 
to the museum by Barbara Bergstrom in March of 2008. Some 
restoration took place prior to Crew Chief Clay Tober joining 
MAPS in June of 2011.  After joining Clay put a large crew together 
and continued the restoration work on the PT-19.

5,865 man hours was spent on the restoration with a peak of 
over 2,400 hours in 2012.  Working with Clay on the team were 
Jim Dies, Henry Aegerter, Bob Hollis, Dean Putnam and M.L. 
Weaver, a WWII Veteran who received his initial flight training 
in the PT-19. The crew received assistance from Ron Duplain on 
occasion.  Some of the earlier crew members included Tom Fisher, 
Jerry Saunders and Gary Collard.  MAPS members and WWII 
veterans M.L. Weaver and Ralph Lynn both trained in the PT-19 
and were introduced by Clay to relate their experiences learning 
the art of flying in the PT-19. §

Fly Girls Showing at 
Green Library

Chris Paprocki, Briefing Editor 

On MONDAY MARCH 9th 2015, there will be a showing of 
the movie “Fly Girls” at Green Library; just minutes away from 
MAPS Air Museum.  This event is being hosted by Ray Hoffman, 
a MAPS Member, and will feature a short introduction about the 
subject matter of the movie and then the showing of the 56 min. 
long feature.  Fly Girls is the story of the WASP (Women Airforce 
Service Pilots) during WWII.  In total, 10,080 women were pilots 
during WWII with a number of them not surviving.  

Join Mr. Hoffman at Green Library (4046 Massillon Road) 
and learn about this interesting and little known history. § 
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Curator’s Corner,
December 2014

Jim Cameron, MAPS Curator 

The USAF flight demonstration team, “The Thunderbirds” 
display has been relocated from the Gallery Of Hero’s to just 
outside the gallery entrance door. The display has been expanded 
by adding a lighted display case holding T’birds items and the two 
T’birds pilot mannequins are now in glass display cases flanking a 
4’ X 8’ mural of a T’bird F-16 in flight.

We are hoping our visitors attention will be drawn to this 
display and help them see the entrance door to the gallery. In spite 
of the sign,”Please Enter For More Displays.” We are baffled that a 
large number of visitors do not see the sign or enter this door ??? 
We will be replacing the door with a clear glass door in the very 
near future with new signage.

-

pictured above: Newly relocated THUNDERBIRDS display.

~ • ~
On Oct.29, several MAPS volunteers traveled to Shaker Heights, 

Ohio to pick up a military collection of a recently deceased USAF 
Lt. Colonel. The collection consisted of items from the Civil War 
thru the Korean War. This included swords, daggers, flags, German 
spiked WW I helmets, and German WW II steel helmets with one 
from Rommel’s Africa Corps. Among other items of interest is a 
large group of WW II U.S. recruiting posters, a WW I “Liberty 
Loan” poster and so much more, that it took three utility vehicles 
to transport it to MAPS. I would mention this collection was on 
the third floor maid’s quarters requiring 38 steps up and 38 steps 
down carrying the many items.

The Colonel’s will stated the collection must go to a museum 
upon his death. By coincidence, a member of the downtown 
Cleveland law firm handling the estate lives nearby in Jackson 

and came to our last pancake breakfast. I was contacted and asked 
if MAPS would be interested. Two seconds later I replied “we 
certainly would.” After two members of the law firm visited our 
museum, we negotiated the collection coming to MAPS with one 
condition, that we create a display for the Lt. Colonel. Truly a win-
win for MAPS. §

THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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VISIT MAPS WEBSITE

Use this QR code
to visit 

MAPS website

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
a message from Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup to ensure 
the long term survival of the organization. If you 
plan to have a financial review done, MAPS Air 
Museum would appreciate being considered in 
your plans.Thank you. §



F-100 Super Sabre 
Memorabilia

Ken Ramsay, Director and Retired USAF F-100 Figther Pilot 

Some years ago, Les Frazier (Col. USAF, Ret) formed the Super 
Sabre Society (SSS) which was open to pilots who flew the F-100 in 
all of its many missions and squadron flight surgeons.  A year of so 
later, Bob Dunham (L/Col. USAF, Ret) (RIP) started the Friends 
of the Super Sabre (FSS).  One of the goals of the FSS is to collect 
F-100 memorabilia and eventually have a Super Sabre Museum.  
Two museum locations in Texas fell through.  After getting the 
approval of our Board of Directors, I contacted Bob and suggested 
that the Super Sabre Museum be located at MAPS.  He agreed.

Over the years, Bob had collected a significant amount of Super 
Sabre memorabilia and pilot flight gear from SSS members and 
interested parties.  Last year Bob lost his storage facility and moved 
the gear into his home and garage.  Again with our BoD approval 
I told Bob that we (MAPS) could store the memorabilia and even 
display some at MAPS.  Bob flew west earlier this year giving more 
urgency to transferring the F-100 memorabilia to MAPS for safe 
keeping.

Mike Dean, President of the Hun Maintainers Association, 
assumed the Chief Operating Duties of the FSS and visited MAPS 
in October of this year.  He toured MAPS and thought that we 
were the perfect place to establish a Super Sabre Museum and to 
transfer Bob’s collection of memorabilia.  In coordination with 
Mike Dean, Pam Dunham (Bob’s wife), Wayne Noall (MAPS 
BoD) and Jerry Leek (Trucker and MAPS member), the pick up 
of the memorabilia was scheduled for early November.  The load 
included a J57 jet engine with case, an air refueling basket and 
hose, a tow target dart, a complete F-100 instrument panel, an 
ejection seat, and 62 boxes and 6 parachute bags of publications, 
books, photos, uniforms, flight gear and instruments.

On Friday, October 31, Wayne and Jerry headed to Georgetown, 
Texas in Jerry’s truck, arriving on Sunday.  The truck was loaded in 
a relatively short time due to the help from local F-100 enthusiasts 
(Pam Dunham, Les & Sharon Frazier, Noel & MargieLovellette, 
Cody Henning, Pat & Jim Smith and Henry Cantrell - crane 
operator).  Pam had scheduled a crane to lift the engine into the 
truck and the rest was loaded by hand.  After loading, Wayne and 
Jerry headed back to Ohio, arriving in Canton Tuesday evening 
(election day).

The next morning Jerry and his truck arrived at MAPS.  With 
Kim operating our crane, the engine was unloaded on the flight 

line ramp with help from Wayne, Jerry and Jim Jackson.  Jerry then 
backed the truck into the hanger and the boxes and equipment 
were unloaded.  The publications and books were taken to the 
library under the direction of Betty Tober.  The ejection seat was 
put on display near the hanger entrance and the air refueling basket 
and hose and the tow target dart were moved to the restoration 
building for unpacking and assembly.

-

pictured above: TOP ROW; Georgetown Crew w/ Wayne Noall and Jerry Leek.  
Loading the tagret dart. MIDDLE ROW; Kim Kovesci unloading the engine.
Boxes and equipment in the main hanger. BOTTOM ROW; Publications 
logged in the library. Establishing MAPS to house a Super Sabre Musuem.

Currently the books and publications are being logged into the 
library system by Barb Johnston.  The uniforms and flight gear are 
being inventoried for the curator’s records.  The air refueling basket 
and hose have been assembled and ready for display in the hanger.  
The target dart will be assembled and displayed once the hanger 
aircraft have all been moved to their winter display locations.

A big Thank You to everyone who participated in this operation.  
It basically went off without a hitch and we now have a unique 
collection of aircraft/personnel memorabilia about a plane and 
pilots that had a significant impact on the Cold War, the Cuban 
Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War. §
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2014 MAPS
Veterans Celebration

Valerie Kinney, Director 

The 2nd Annual MAPS Veterans Celebration Dinner and Dance 
was held on November 1st.   The program included the posting of 
Colors by the Chester Puller Young Marines, music by the Sound 
of South, under the direction of Amy Bush, Canton South HS, the 
MIA-POW Table Ceremony performed by active and nonactive 
military, and the PT-19 dedication by Clay Tober.  As a tradition, 
“Proud to Be an American” video was shown, which included 
military photos of those who served and attended the program.  

Following the ceremony, dinner was catered by Mr. Mike’s 
and dance music was provided by La Flavour.    The program 
was organized under the direction of Valerie Street Kinney and 
assisted by Jim Boyea.  Next year’s Veterans Celebration will focus 
on the 40th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War  If you 
are a Vietnam Veteran and would like to be involved, please email 
kinney.valerie@mapsairmuseum.org for more information. §

pictured above: TOP ROW; MIA-POW Table Ceremony. MIDDLE ROW; 
Sound of South, under direction of Amy Bush, Canton South HS. BOTTOM 
ROW; Clay Tober dedicating the PT-19. Valerie Kinney speaking at the event.

The Gorman Family Foundation from Mansfield
contributes to MAPS.

Attached to the family’s large donation was this note:

Enjoyed our tour of the museum last summer.
Hope this helps you to keep up the museum.
From a WWII C-47 Pilot.
Regards,
Jim Gorman

Thank you for your contribution and support of
MAPS Air Museum.
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MAPS T-28A, 
Serial Number 
51-3565

Reed Kimball, Director of Education 

pictured above: MAPS Restored T-28A

The T-28 A that is currently on display at 
the MAPS Air Museum was built at the North 
American Aviation Corporation facility in 
Dallas, Texas on August 16, 1952.  Its initial 
assignment was with the 3530th Pilot Training 
Wing at Bryan Air located just west of Bryan, 
Texas.  

In April of 1956, the T-28A was reassigned 
to the 3308th Pilot Training Group at Stallings 
Air Force Base in North Carolina.  A little 
more than a year later, June 1957, 51-3565 was 
moved to the 3303rd Pilot Training Group 
which was located at Bartow Air Base, Florida.

In April of 1959, the aircraft was assigned 
to the Aircraft Storage and Disposition Group 
(now AMARC) at the Davis-Monthan Air 
Force Base storage facility in Arizona.  This 
was not to be the last assignment for this 
aircraft however.

In February of 1960, T-28A serial number 
51-3565 was transferred to the Military 
Assistance Program and sold to the French 
Air Force.  The French transitioned from 
its T-28A configuration to at a Fennic 56 
model.  It was sent to Algeria and used in a 
counterinsurgency role as a close support 
airframe.  In June of 1969 the aircraft was sold 
to the Moroccan Air Force where it once again 
flew counterinsurgency missions.

In September of 1977, the aircraft was 
purchased by Euroworld California.  One 
month later, it was sold to the Honduran Air 
Force by Specialty Inc. (the parent organization 
of the Military Aircraft Restoration 
Corporation) who owned controlling interest 
in Euroworld. The airframe was part of a 
shipment of T-28s that departed Morocco on 
October 20, 1978 bound for Honduras.  The 
shipment was stopped at the Naval Air Station 
in Lakehurst, New Jersey after cancellation of 
the contract.

In June of 1980, the airframe was reclaimed 
by Euroworld California.  It was officially 
transferred to the Military Aircraft Restoration 
Corporation (MARC) in November of 1983.  It 
arrived here on indefinite loan to MAPS from 
MARC in September of 1991.  

The aircraft while stored on the tarmac 
awaiting restoration work was damaged 
during a wind storm during the Spring of 
2009.  High winds resulted in damage to both 
fuselage and wing structures. §

Founders View; 
Pappy Gunn

Dennis Gugliotta, MAPS Founder

Well it is the end of another great year here 
at MAPS. There is too much to talk about for 
the space I have. Your best bet is to stop in for 
an update.

What I want to do today is to tell you about 
a war hero you may not have heard of. PAUL 
IRVIN “PAPPY” GUNN retired as a chief 
petty officer navy pilot before WWII. Went to 
the Philippines to be a part of a flying service. 
After the War started, he went to AUSTRALIA 
and join the FAR EAST AIRFORCE (later the 
5TH AIRFORCE) as a major. (From Navy to 
Army). He ran repair shops so that damaged 
aircraft could return to combat (planes were 
in short supply then). He also flew combat 
missions. He was dedicated.

PAGE 6 VOLUME 25  •  ISSUE 4  •  DEC-FEB

MAPS DIRECTORY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
KIM KOVESCI 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
REED KIMBALL

DIRECTORS 
RICK HAMLET
BOB HOLLIS

JIM JACKSON
VALERIE KINNEY
WAYNE NOALL
KEN RAMSAY

BOB SCHWARTZ (CHAIR)

APPOINTEES
AIRCRAFT ACQUISITION

BOB HARRIS
CURATOR 

JIM CAMERON
DEVELOPMENT
KIM KOVESCI 
GIFT SHOP

BOB JOHNSTON
HANGAR MGRS

BRUCE BALOUGH
LIBRARY

BARB JOHNSTON
MEMBERSHIP

BOB SCHWARTZ
MUSEUM DISPLAYS

GARY HAUGHT
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CHRIS PAPROCKI
PR / PUBLICITY

BARB JOHNSTON
RESTORATION MANAGER

RON DUPLAIN
SAFETY

KIM KOVESCI 
SECURITY

RICK HAMLET, JIM MOSLEY
SOCIAL EVENTS
PAT SCHWARTZ

TOUR COORDINATOR
REED KIMBALL

TREASURER
MAC MCFARLAND

WEBSITE & WEBMASTER
KIM KOVESCI



I wish I could tell you more, but there is not enough space to. 
However the MAPS Library will soon be getting a book called 
“The Saga of PAPPY GUNN” written by George Churchill Kenny 
who is also known as Major General George Churchill Kenney, 
commander of the 5th Air Force during the War.  That’s something 
having your own boss dedicate a book about you.

  
    Well everyone have a wonderfully holiday, and please keep 

supporting MAPS. §

Remembering
MAPS Members; 
Honoring Those Who Have Passed

ALBERT C. BECKWITH

Stow - Albert C. Beckwith, 86, passed away October 1, 2014.  He 
was born in Plainfield, New Jersey, and resided in Twin Lakes, 
Ohio, for the past 45 years. Albert served his country in the 
U.S. Army during the Korean War.  Albert was a commercial 
pilot who flew over 15,000 hours while employed for Amoco 
and, afterwards, operating Commercial Aviation, his charter 
and flight school. He never retired from running the flight 
school as well as a leasing company, both located at the Kent 
State University Airport. Albert would always take the time to 
mentor everyone he met on how to think outside of the box and 
achieve their greatest potential.  Albert and his partner, Peter 
Graichen, built a BD‐5 airplane that is currently on display at the 
Smithsonian Museum.

In addition to his parents, Albert was preceded in death by 
his brother Charles Morgan Beckwith. He is survived by his wife 
Harriotte Coke Beckwith of 24 years, daughters Susan (Julie 
Assata) Beckwith and Sandra (Greg) Chewning, his grandson 
Mark (Kelly) Seimetz II and his granddaughter Emily Sprague of 
Vermont.

In lieu of other remembrances, donations may be made in 
Albert’s name to MAPS Air Museum, 2260 International Parkway, 
North Canton, Ohio 44720. §

LAWRENCE E. “LARRY” MOORE 

Larry was an active member until one year ago when declining 
health caused Larry to be no longer active at MAPS. Larry was a 
quiet person but had a ready smile when greeted as he worked with 

Ken Ramsey on the F-100. Larry was our oldest living WWII vet.

The published obituary from Reed Funeral Home follows: 

Lawrence E. “Larry” Moore, age 96 of North Canton, entered 
into the loving arms of his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, on 
October 23, 2014. He was born August 9, 1918 to the late Edward 
and Ida Moore. Larry was a graduate of McKinley High School, 
retiree of the Berger Division of Republic Steel, and a U.S. Army 
Veteran. In September of 2010, he went to Washington, DC on 
the Veterans Honor Flight. Larry often volunteered to restore 
airplanes at MAPS. He was an active member of Zion Lutheran 
Church in North Canton who always helped with the Food Pantry. 
Larry also volunteered with the Community Blood Program and 
was a member of AARP #2894. In addition to his parents, Larry 
was also preceded in death by two brothers, Paul and Glen Moore. 
He is survived by his loving wife of 66 years, Evelyn; daughter, 
Susan (Bob) Heyard of North Canton; sons, Tim (Charla) 
Moore of Apopka, FL, and Terry (Sherry) Moore of East Canton; 
grandchildren, Lindsay, Amye, Terry, and Cindy; and four great-
grandchildren. §

BURLEY SANDS PASSES AWAY AT 90

A former MAPS member Burley Sands passed away. Burley 
was from Louisville.  He was from the early days when all we had 
was restoration building.  Burley, pretty much by himself, hung 
and wired all the lights that are in the restoration building.

 Burley passed away Friday, Nov. 28, 2014 at St. Joseph Care 
Center in Louisville. Born July 8, 1924 in Bluefield, W.Va. Burley 
was a WWII veteran serving in the U.S. Navy on the USS 
Hornet Aircraft Carrier during W.W. II as an electrician. He 
was then employed at National Electric Coil Company at W.Va. 
before moving to Ohio to work for the Diebold Company then 
the Hoover Company from which he retired after 20 years of 
employment. §
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MAPS TRIVIA

QUESTION: 

1     Why is making a forced landing on water called  
       ditching?

2     What piston powered American fighter aircraft had     
       the longest production run?

(answers on page 08)



Chairman’s Notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 

Executive Director Kim Kovesci spent many hours over several 
months researching, getting opinions from several roofers and 
obtaining bids.  Kim’s hard work enabled MAPS to have dry 
floors in all our building for the first time in 7 years using cost 
effective, proven roofing materials.

Winter is here, be careful. If it’s icy, snowy and windy and 
seems unsafe don’t come out to MAPS. Your health and safety 
are important to us.

If you haven’t seen the North American T-28 since it received 
its new paint job and wings you have to come out to MAPS and 
see this beautiful restoration. The T-28 is now in the hanger 
receiving some final touches.  Tony Bistransky and the team have 
performed an excellent restoration on this aircraft.

Talking about restoration, several projects are moving forward.  
In the restoration hangar crews are working on a “5151”, a 
Douglas A-26 Invader, a WWII,  a North American F-86A Sabre, 
a Republic Aviation F-84F Thunder Streak that was based at the 
Mansfield Reserve Base, and they just started is a Vultee BT-13 
Valiant.  Outside work is progressing on the F-101, F-102, F-105, 

T-33, A Mig-15 and also a Mig-21, all in various stages of work. 
Also a recently acquired is a Aero Vodochody L-29 Delfn used by 
the Czechoslovakian Air Force. Most of the outside aircraft are in 
displayable condition and some only need minor repairs. §

MAPS TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1. To the Royal Air Force that meant landing in the English Channel which was colloquially called the ditch.
2. Corsair,  May 1940 - 1953 (12,571 built).

2260 International Parkway
North Canton OH 44720
Phone 330-896-6332

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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The MAPS Museum is the 
recipient of the Green Chamber of 

Commerce Community Award.
Kim Kovesci and Bob Schwartz recently attended the 

Green Chamber of Commerce awards luncheon and accepted 
Green’s Community award, the citation reads…

“Green is growing and so is MAPS Air Museum. With 
record numbers of visitors each year, the museum not only 
provides a social venue for volunteer veterans but also shares 
the history and significant role of aviation in the development 
of our country.  With over 40 airplanes to touch and feel as 
former military personnel tell their stories.  MAPS is one of 
Green’s greatest destinations.

~ ACME RECEIPTS GENERATE CASH ~
Please save your ACME receipts for their Cash Back Program 
from now until Feb 4, 2015.  Please give or mail them to Kim 
and he will submit them for reimbursement.


