
2013 In Review
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 

The “2013 In Review” presentation was made at the February 
Membership Meeting. 

The presentation illustrated the financial health of the 
organization indicating that revenue grew 32% to $307,543 
and operating income ended at $48,244. We have been able to 
maintain substantial growth and absorb the addition of two full 
time employees since 2011.

The following chart shows the profit contribution for all of 
our revenue sources.

continued on page 6

Winter Comes to 
MAPS

Rick Willaman, Dedicated Member and Photographer      

MAPS Raffle
If you haven’t turned in your 10 Raffle Tickets 

yet please try to sell them and turn them in as soon 
as possible. This has been one of our on-going 
fund raisers and we appreciate your support.
~  Raffle Committee
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HOURS OF OPERATION
Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.



Founders View:
A Little History 

Dennis Gugliotta, Founder 

Well, it is a started new year at Maps, and new surprises 
await for all. I am not going to go over the wonderful events and 
arrivals that will be happening this year. All you have to do is 
come to the museum especially at our meetings to hear what’s 
happening. And hopefully you remember that our monthly 
meetings are usually on the second Saturday of the month at 11 
AM unless a special activity would be happening on that day. If 
you would check in on the MAPS website you would see if there 
were any changes necessary. I hope you will come.

My real purpose this day is to tell you a little story of what 
happened at a monthly meeting a few years back. A gentleman 
stood up and told us we were doing things wrong main thing 
was that our name wasn’t right. He said the MAPS name should 
be something grand and forceful to really attract attention to 
what we were doing, something like the Great United States 
Aircraft Museum or the Stupendous US Military Plane Display, 
or something like that. He just could not see calling our little 
effort as the Military Aviation Preservation Society or Maps for 
short.      We thanked him, and said we would take his advice 
into consideration. That didn’t take long, we kept the name. 
And people are learning our name every day as we are growing 
with leaps and bounds. So much for that idea. But we did learn, 
it is not the name you make, it’s what you make of the name, 
and we are doing it plane by plane!

I hope many of you are planning to help this year even if it’s 
just being a tour guide for a few days a month, which we do need 
badly, we are unique among museums we are one of the few 
that have guides and this has made a very great impression on 
people. Please help to help us grow! §

Aircraft Profiles: 
MAPS OH-58A 

Reed Kimball, Education and Scheduling Coordinator 

The airframe at the MAPS Air Museum is an OH-58A 
version (Serial # 69-16153) spent much of its service life assigned 
to units in Germany as part of the NATO forces structure.  

MAPS OH-58A airframe on flight line.

The initial assignment for this Kiowa was with Headquarters 
and Headquarters Troop of the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment 
based in Nurnberg, Germany (APO 09093).  The assignment 
with HHT, 2nd ACR lasted until October 24, 1980 when the 
airframe was transferred to Company D, 3rd Aviation Battalion 
(Combat) located in Kitzingen, Germany (APO 09031).  On 
February 10, 1982, the Kiowa was reassigned to Company 
A of the 3rd Aviation Battalion (Combat) then stationed in 
Giebelstadt, Germany (APO 09182).  That assignment lasted 
until February 1, 1985 when the OH-58A was reassigned to the 
225th General Support Aviation Company (GSAC) also located 
in Giebelstadt.  

The assignment to the 225th GSAC ended on December 
9, 1986 when the airframe was again reassigned, this time 
to Company B, 70th Transportation Battalion, stationed in 
Sandhofen, Germany (APO 09028).  This tour of duty lasted less 
than a year (June 6, 1987) at which time the Kiowa was assigned 
to Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 4th Squadron, 4th 
Cavalry Regiment.   When the 4/4 rotated back to CONUS on 
January 29, 1989, the OH-58A was transferred to Headquarters
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and Headquarters Troop, 3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment 
and remained in place at APO 09702.

On September 11, 1992, 69-16153 came home with an 
assignment to the Corpus Christi Army Depot in Texas for refit.  
The reconditioning took less than two months and then the 
airframe was transferred on November 5, 1992 to the Indiana 
Army National Guard and assigned to Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company of the Aviation Brigade, 38th Infantry 
Division in Shelbyville, Indiana.

The Kiowa came to Ohio on June 6, 1995 when it was 
reassigned to the 4th Squadron, 107th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment of the Ohio Army National Guard stationed at the 
Akron-Canton Regional Airport.

The aircraft was transferred for static display to MAPS on 
September 27, 1996 when the 4/107th ACR was inactivated and 
removed from the force structure.  The authorization for this 
donation was per AMSAT-I-SPWS Letter of Authority dated 8 
July, 1996.  69-16153 had 3952.7 flight hours on the date of it’s 
decommission. §

Curator’s Corner,
March 2014 

Jim Cameron, Curator         

NEW STUFF

MAPS has acquired the WW II Air Force memorabilia 
from the recently closed 356th. Fighter Group restaurant at the 
Akron-Canton Airport. There are approximately 457 framed 
photos and much more yet to be cataloged.

MEDAL OF HONOR

Thanks to the generosity of the United States Air Force, 
MAPS now has a United States Air Force Medal Of Honor for 
public display.

MAPS display director Gary Haught has developed an 

impressive display featuring the Medal Of Honor and the other 
military medals awarded for valor in a custom-made, secure, 
lighted display case.

This display is well worth a trip to MAPS. §

THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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VISIT MAPS WEBSITE

Use this QR code
to visit 

MAPS website



1942 Army Jeep 
Gets a New Home at 
MAPS

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 
 
On a very cold Saturday in January, Jim Cameron received 

a call from Carl Pfromm who lives in Cuyahoga Falls. The 
conversation started with, “I have a prop from a P-38, a 1942 
Jeep and a bunch of other stuff that I would like to donate to the 
museum.” I looked over at John Koval and said, “John, you want 
to go get a Jeep.” John said, “sure.” I looked a Jim and said, “Call 
him back and tell him we will be there in an hour.” 

We drove to the Falls and Carl had the Jeep in the driveway 
when we arrived. Carl served in the 25th Infantry Division in 
Vietnam during the 1968 Tet Offensive in Cu Chi. He was there 
for four months and was sent home because of the wounds that 
he received in combat. 

Carl told us the story of his brother. George D. Pfromm was 
a helicopter pilot, served in Vietnam during the early 70’s was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross among other military 
awards. George took great pride in his restoration of the 1942 
Ford Jeep and when he received orders to Germany he took it 
with him. Carl said that his brother drove it all over Germany. 
George passed away in 2002 and was buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery.

Carl inherited the Jeep from George after he passed away. He 
kept the Jeep in his garage and only took it out to drive it in 
the Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade. When asked why he 
was donating his family Jeep to MAPS, Carl simply said, “I can’t 
provide the recognition it deserves. It needs to be more active to 
promote what people have done for our country.”  

John Koval drove the Jeep to her new home in 14 degree 
weather. When we arrived he looked at Ralph Lynn (WWII 
B-24 Pilot) and said, “I never flew missions over Germany in 
minus 40 degrees but I have a new appreciation of what you had 
to do.” Everyone laughed. 

Mr. Pfromm, On behalf of MAPS Air Museum, thank you for 

your generous gift, we will take good care of her, and welcome 
aboard. §

Carl and Kim in front of the 1942 Ford Jeep.

MAPS is now on 
Facebook

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 

MAPS is getting into social media in a big way.  A few months 
ago Brittany Amiet set MAPS up with our own facebook page.  
We have reached almost 700 “likes.  Doug Perry has been 
keeping our page updated with new posts.  Facebook gives us 
another outlet to promote our events and displays.  If you are 
on facebook and haven’t found us yet, look us up and “like” us. 

Have you noticed the weird symbol that has been appearing 
in the last several issues of the Briefing?  It is called a “QR” code.  
You’ve probably noticed the strange symbols more and more 
recently.  People possessing smart phones can scan the coded 
symbol and be directed to a web site automatically.  Our code 
takes you to our web site.  They will start appearing on our 
banners, business cards and brochures. §
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MAPS Air Museum 
Hangar and Buildings

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 
 
In October 1951, the House appropriated $4,198,523,208 

for Military construction, of which $1,558,000 was designated 
for an Ohio Air National Guard training center at the Akron-
Canton Airport for the 121st Reserve Air Base group. Akron 
Municipal Airport, which had been serving the base, objected 
but the Akron-Canton Airport won. A headquarters building, 
hangar and supply building were erected at the west Side of the 
airfield, and the group moved from Akron to its new location 
in October 1953. The structures were built to accommodate 457 
air - national guardsmen, and 25 to 30 fighter bombers. §

  
Note: The above article was taken from The Stark County Story, Vol. IV, 

Part II “The Suburban Era”, be E.T. Heald.

Ohio Modular 
Home Association 
Convention

Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 

MAPS is hosting the 2014 Ohio Modular Home Association 
convention May 16, 17 & 18.  Approximately 20 modular 
homes will be delivered to the MAPS, constructed, have 
furniture placed in the homes, have steps added and have some 
landscaping around the grounds and some of the homes. Then 
everything will be taken apart, reloaded onto trailers and the 
grounds cleaned, all over a ten day period.   The OMHA will 
be using extensive marketing to reach it’s target group. At least 
3 different radio stations will be have programming on site 
during the 3 days the convention is open. Advertisements  will 
appear on local radio stations and in local newspapers.

This activity will have a significant impact on our organization 
in several areas.  Security, Food Service, Parking, Gift Shop and 
Custodial.  We will be providing our famous luncheon meal 
everyday. §
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UNIVERSITY OF SCOUTING - 

WADSWORTH HIGH

DIRECTOR MEETING

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

ST PATRICKS DAY PARADE - AKRON

AIR ACADEMY

MOUNT P-51 ON POLE

CUB SCOUT PINEWOOD DERBY

AIR ACADEMY

EXPLORER MEETING

GREEN ROTC BALL

AIR ACADEMY

BOARD MEETING

EXPLORER MEETING

RED CROSS BASH

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

EXPLORER MEETING

CANTON MONTESSORI SCHOOL 

FUNRAISER

SPRING PANCAKE BREAKFAST

AIR ACADEMY

NEOAPA - MEETING

EAGLE COURT OF HONOR

AIR ACADEMY

DIRECTOR MEETING

SPRING BOY SCOUT CAMPOUT

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

AIR ACADEMY

AIR ACADEMY

GREEN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

MEMORIAL DAY

MARCH

SAT, Mar 1:

WED, Mar 5:

SAT, Mar 8:

SUN, Mar 9:

SAT, Mar 15:

SUN, Mar 16:

SAT, Mar 29:

SAT, Mar 29:

SUN, Mar 30:

APRIL

WED, Apr 3:

WED, Apr 5:

SUN, Apr 6:

WED, Apr 9:

FRI, Apr 11:

SAT, Apr 12:

SAT, Apr 12:

SUN, Apr 13:

MON, Apr 21:

SAT, Apr 26:

SUN, Apr 27:

SUN, Apr 27:

SUN, Apr 27:

MAY

SUN, May 4:

SUN, May 4:

WED, May 7:

FRI, May 9:

SAT, May 10:

SUN, May 11:

SUN, May 18:

FRI, May 23:

MON, May 26:

UPCOMING EVENTS
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MAPS DIRECTORY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
KIM KOVESCI 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
REED KIMBALL

DIRECTORS 
RICK HAMLET
BOB HOLLIS

KENT KLEINKNECHT
WAYNE NOALL
KEN RAMSAY

STEVE SATCHELL
BOB SCHWARTZ (CHAIR)

APPOINTEES
AIRCRAFT ACQUISITION

BOB HARRIS
CURATOR 

JIM CAMERON
DEVELOPMENT
KIM KOVESCI 

FUND RAISING
VACANT
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BOB JOHNSTON
HANGAR MGRS

BRUCE BALOUGH
LIBRARY

BARB JOHNSTON
MEMBERSHIP

BOB SCHWARTZ
MUSEUM DISPLAYS

GARY HAUGHT
NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CHRIS PAPROCKI
PR / PUBLICITY

BARB JOHNSTON
SAFETY

KIM KOVESCI 
SECURITY

RICK HAMLET, JIM MOSLEY
SOCIAL EVENTS
PAT SCHWARTZ

TOUR COORDINATOR
REED KIMBALL

TREASURER
MAC MCFARLAND

WEBSITE & WEBMASTER
KIM KOVESCI

continued on page 1

2013 In Review
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director 

41.5% of our revenue is generated from 
our increased admissions. Our visitors 
have continually increased; 6,200 (2009) 
to 7,200 (2010) to 11,000 (2011) to 18,000 
(2012) to a record of almost 28,000 at year 
end (2013). This increase is primarily due 
to our increased number of events and our 
educational programs for high schools and 
scouts.

16.3% of our revenues is generated by 
sales in our gift shop. The sales continue 
to grow and they significantly support our 
financial success.  Bob & Barb Johnston, 
Reed Kimball along with all of the Gift 
Shop Volunteers have done a wonderful 
job in this area to keep coming up with 
new and unique items. 

15.8% of our revenues is generated by 
our events. The following chart illustrates 
the contribution of each of the events to 
our category total.

Memberships grew by 16.5% to 572 
memberships. This growth triggered a 
significant milestone by documenting 

over 51,000 volunteer hours. This number 
corresponds to over 25 equivalent full-
time people and represents MAPS Air 
Museum’s contribution to the organization 
of over $1,128,000.

Many significant accomplishments and 
new activities were recorded for the year. 
• State Tax Issue was resolved with 
guidance from Ron Dougherty 
• Reed Kimball was hired as the Education 
Director
• Maintenance Building was acquired from 
the airport
• Hangar and Garage Doors were painted
• Security System was wired and Fans 
installed in the hangar
• Sprinkler system on the second floor of 
the hangar was modified
• Both tugs were painted
• F-9 & A7 were taken off site for events
• New “Gallery of Heroes”  displays were 
constructed along with new “X” walls
• Education Room was recreated with 
16 flight simulators, airport board, wind 
tunnel
• Goodyear Drake and the PT-19 
restorations were completed
• P-51 Monument ground breaking 
ceremony 
• Honor Flight “Mission Complete” 
Celebration 
• Collings Foundation returned after 
skipping 2012
• Don Sitts assumed the management of 
the Annual Car Show
• Annual Veteran’s Day Dance was 
established
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QUESTION: 
What is the only airplane in which additional cruise 
speed results in decreased fuel consumption??

(answer on page 08)

MAPS TRIVIA

Our mission is to educate the public on the history of 
aviation and its impact on man. In support of our mission, we 
have created programs with the scouts and high schools. Our 
scouting programs brought approximately 1,300 scouts to 
MAPS in 2013. Our high school US History program, brought 
approximately 2,500 students through the program. This 
program was funded by the Stark Community Foundation and 
the McAlonon Fund of the Akron Community Foundation. We 
want to thank both organizations for their support.

“I believe that we have a noble mission, we are 
focused on a clear vision of the future and we 
are achieving outstanding results.” 

Kim Kovesci § 

MAPS Gift Shop 
News

Bob Johnston, Gift Shop Manager        

MAPS Gift Shop News
 
Sales for 2013 ended at $88,172.00.  This was an increase of $21,292.  

2014 is off to a slow start with all the cold weather and snow at record 
levels.  We feel with all the great new products and a busy schedule for 
2014, it will again be another  record breaking year at MAPS.

 
Don’ t be afraid to stop by and see for yourself  the improvements 

we have made and sign up to volunteer.  I would like to thank all the 
great volunteers in the gift shop for their help.     I would especially 
like to thank those  who worked hard  putting up the new slot board 
walls.   Remember we still offer 20% and 40% discount off   MAPS 
specialty clothing.  We now have MAPS long sleeve shirts  in stock in 
four different colors.  New is a P-51 1/18 scale plastic model. They just 
snap together.

 
We are planning to go to a few airshows this summer which will 

mean we need more help.  Members are needed to work when we have 
volunteers from the gift shop on vacation,  out sick, or during special 
events. Any extra help would be greatly appreciated.

 
Remember MAPS Gift Shop when you are looking for  an   item 

for a special occasion .   We may be able to help.   Special orders are 
also possible.  Thank you to all for  buying items in the gift shop. 
Remember  ALL PROFIT benefits MAPS.

 
Thanks again. §

Spring 2014 Boy 
Scout Campout

Reed Kimball, Education and Scheduling Coordinator         

We are now accepting registrations for our 4th Annual Spring Boy 
Scout Campout. It will be held on May 9, 10 & 11. This is Mother’s 
day weekend but everyone leaves early on Sunday to get home to be 
with Mom. Click the picture or the below link to download more 
information and the registration form.

“I am not a fan of mass merit badge classes, I didn’t really want 
to come, but the Aviation Merit Badge at MAPS Air Museum is an 
exception. This is a very well run program, we learned a lot and had a 
great time.”  Scout Master – Buckeye Council

“This is the best run campout-merit badge program that we have 
been to. We are new to scouting but I think this one will be hard to 
beat.” Assistant Scout Master – Great Trail Council

We cover the required curriculum associated with earning 
the BSA Aviation Merit Badge. Imagine, receiving instruction 
in aerodynamics from a Fighter Pilot on the aircraft he flew in 
Vietnam, F-100 SuperSabre, or go through a pre-flight with a pilot 
on his aircraft, or talk about careers from a retired colonel who is our 
director of education, an aeronautical engineer and retired principal. 
Saturday evening, we conduct a program of WWII and Vietnam 
Veterans talking about their experiences.  Then we watch a movie in 
the hangar.

Space is limited to 250 scouts to insure the quality of the classes, 
so please contact us as soon as possible to make reservations for your 
troop. Contact Reed Kimball to secure your space, kimball.reed@
mapsairmuseum.org § 



2260 International Parkway
North Canton OH 44720
Phone 330-896-6332

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Briefing Newsletter -  March 2014
copyright © 2014, MAPS Air Museum

PAGE 8 VOLUME 25  •  ISSUE  1  •  MAR-MAY

MAPS TRIVIA ANSWER:   SR-71 Blackbird.

Chairman’s Notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 
 
Kim Kovesci highlighted the great year MAPS experienced in 

2013. YOU, the volunteers played a huge role in helping MAPS 
achieve all that we did last year. You are enthusiastic, highly 
motivated and love being a part of MAPS.  Often someone will 
talk about the “MAPS family”, we not only work together but 
we are concerned about our fellow member’s health and well-
being.

Kim Kovesci and Reed Kimball put in many hours over 
and above their 40 hour work week and deserve a huge MAPS 
“Thank You” for all that they accomplished in 2013.

Due to the severe weather MAPS was closed the last week of 
January. This was the first time in recent years that we closed 
the museum.  We had at least one more day in early February. 
This was done out of concern for the safety of our volunteers. 
If you’re scheduled to be at MAPS and the weather is bad stay 
home.

At the March Membership meeting we will announce that at 
the April meeting we will take nominations for director.  Three 

positions are up this year for election this year.  The elections 
will be held at the annual membership meeting on the third 
Saturday in June.  This is a change from past practice.  At the 
January membership meeting the membership approved several 
changes outlined in the last Briefing including changing annual 
membership meeting from the last Saturday in June to the third 
Saturday in June, the same day as the scheduled membership 
meeting.  We are planning on a membership meeting in July, 
which we haven’t had before. §

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup 
to ensure the long term survival of the 
organization. If you plan to have a financial 
review done, MAPS Air Museum would 
appreciate being considered in your plans. §


