
2014 In Review
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

A presentation on the 2014 results was held at the February 
Membership Meeting.   The results obtained in 2014 indicated 
another great year in spite of some significant challenges. Our 
revenue maintained the held level of growth experienced in 2013 
without the benefit of the visit by the Collings Foundation’s B-17, 
B-24 and P-51. Also, we experienced several weeks of harsh weather 
that caused our scheduled high school visits to reduce from a 
potential of 3,500 to just 1,700 students. We had two accidents 
that have impacted our insurance policy, we overcame theft by 
our payroll company and had to make a significant inventory 
adjustment in the gift shop.  In spite of all of these challenges, we 
still reported $18,341 of Net Ordinary Income above our target 
budget amount and were able to maintain our level of visitation at 
just short of 28,000 visitors.

 
Several major projects were performed in 2015. The roofs of 

the maintenance building, the restoration building and the lower 
hangar was replaced, recovered and coated. This freed up previously 
unusable space to become new administrative offices, a new tool 
crib, a new audio-visual room, new art room and expansion in 
our library. The demo of the second floor was performed which 
included knocking down internal walls in preparation for the 
second floor renovation.

 
The P-51 Mustang, Jean Ann II was placed on her pole on 

Massillon Road and a brick walkway was created at her base as an 
Eagle Project. We began entering deposits and paying bills to take 
some of the workload off of Mac and create a backup for financial 
transaction entry into our system. 

Three airplanes were added to our inventory, F-86A, MiG-
21 and L-29 Delfin. A 1942 Ford Jeep was donated along with 
artifacts from the F-100 Super Sabre Society. We made significant 
progress on the restoration of many of our airplanes. The T-28 was 
painted and placed on her wings. The B-26 received her elevators, 
wing tips, engines, propellers, part of the engine cowling and a 
pilot seat. The F-101 was painted and the canopy was reinstalled. 
The A7E received her wind tunnel and starting unit. The PT-19 
was completed and dedicated. The F-9 was finished and pulled in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame Parade. The F-84 tail was finished, 
the flaps and the wingtips were fabricated. The P-5151 began to 
be skinned. The A-26 wing was repaired, nose was received, and 
cockpit worked on. The OH-58 was painted and the MiG-15 was 
put on her wings.  

 

pictured above: Our B-26 Maurader with great progress made.

The curators created new ‘X’ walls that will be home to many 
more displays. They completed the Marsalko display, Medal of 
Honor display, RAF model diorama, Lobby MAPS Award display, 
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Mission Statement

MAPS Air Museum is a non-profit organization dedicated to educating people 
about the history of aviation and its impact upon society.  It accomplishes this 
mission by acquiring, restoring, preserving, studying and exhibiting the impact of 
aviation on the culture of man.
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and the Thunderbird Display. The partially completed the Spencer, 
three P-47 Pilots and Lindh displays.

pictured above: Newly completed displays in the Gallery of Heroes.

All of these results are due to the hard work of our dedicated 
volunteers. Our 47,229 volunteer hours represents 23.5 equivalent 
employees and corresponds to over $1,000,000 of organizational 
contribution when seeking grant funding. 

 
In 2015, we plan to double the number of High School Students 

that we bring to MAPS on our US History Grants.  Our Scouting 
Programs should rebound, our car show is developing a great 

reputation and the attendance at our pancake breakfasts continue 
to grow. 

 
We have added several events for 2015 that we hope will be 

successful; our 25th  Anniversary Open House, the Vietnam 
Veteran’s Recognition Celebration and we hope to host the return 
of the Collings Foundation “Wings of Freedom Tour” B-17, B-24 
and P-51.

 
I believe that we have a noble mission, we are focused on a clear 

vision of the future and are achieving outstanding results. But 
our mission is not a goal that can be reached in a short time, it 
is a journey and we are in position to make a significant impact 
on this journey.   To accomplish this, we need more members to 
become active participants in our programs.  Our immediate need 
is in the number of tour guides and their coverage of our open 
museum hours.  In addition, we will need help working in our gift 
shop, especially on Sundays. Please consider becoming an active 
member at MAPS and help us on our journey. §

_

June Director Elections
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

At the April and May Membership meetings, we will take 
nominations for director.  Four positions are up for election this 
year.  The elections will be held at the annual membership meeting 
on the on Saturday June 27th, the forth Saturday. This move is 
necessary due to the Don Stitt’s Car Show on Saturday June 13th 
and MAPS 25th Anniversary open House on Saturday June 20th. 
Current incumbents are Bob Hollis, Jim Jackson, Wayne Noall 
and Ken Ramsay. §

_

PAGE 2 VOLUME 26  •  ISSUE 1  •  MAR-MAY

ADDRESS:

PHONE:

2260 International Parkway
North Canton, Ohio 44720

330-896-6332

ADDRESS AND CONTACT

TOUR GUIDES AND GIFT SHOP 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

MAPS has a small core of dedicated volunteers who 
willingly give of their time to serve as Tour Guides 
and who work in the Gift Shop.  We need additional 
members to step up and to increase the Tour Guide 
corps and to serve in the MAPS Gift Shop.  If you are 
interested in either of these opportunities and can 
volunteer one morning or afternoon each week, your 
help is needed.

Become part of the public “FACE” of 
the MAPS AIR MUSEUM!



Ted Williams
Ken Ramsay, MAPS Director

When asked to name the greatest baseball team he was ever on, 
Ted Williams said, “The US Marines”.  

Williams joined the Naval Reserve in May of 1942 and two years 
later was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Marine Corp as 
a Naval Aviator.  During advanced fighter training at Pensacola FL, 
Ted would accurately shoot the sleeve targets to shreds while firing 
out of wing-overs, zooms, and barrel rolls.  He broke the all time 
record for gunnery hits at the school.  Following Pensacola, Ted 
was sent to Jacksonville FL for advanced gunnery training.  This 
was the payoff test for potential combat pilots.  Once again, Ted 
set performance records in reflexes, coordination, visual reaction 
time and gunnery scores.  As a result of his superior performance, 
he was assigned as a flight instructor at Bronson Field, thus missing 
out on flying combat missions.

In 1945 Ted got his wish and was finally transferred to a combat 
wing, but weeks later the War was over.  He was discharged from 
the military in December 1945.  Seven years later in December 
1952, Ted was recalled to active duty as a Marine Corps fighter 
pilot.   After eight weeks of refresher flight training, the Boston Red 
Sox slugger was assigned to fly the F-9 Panther.  Ted flew a total of 
39 combat missions in Korea.  He was selected by his commander 
John Glenn (astronaut, senator) to fly as his wingman. 

While flying an air strike on a troop encampment near Kyomipo, 
Williams’s F-9 was hit by hostile ground fire.  Ted commented 
later: “The funny thing was I didn’t feel any impact.  I knew I was 
hit when the stick started shaking like mad in my hands.  Then 
everything went out, my radio, landing gear, everything.  The red 
warning lights were on all over the cockpit.”  The F-9 Panther had 
a centrifugal flow engine and usually caught fire when hit.  The tail 
would literally blow off if the engine were damaged.  The standard 
order was to eject from any Panther with a fire in the rear of the 
plane.  Ted’s aircraft was indeed on fire and was trailing smoke 
and flames.

Glenn and the other pilots on the mission were yelling over 
the radio for Williams to get out.  However, with his radio not 
working, Williams could not hear their warnings and he could not 
see the condition of the rear of his aircraft.  Glenn and another 
Panther flown by Larry Hawkins came along side Williams and 
lead him to the nearest friendly airfield.  Fighting to hold the plane 
together, Ted brought his Panther in at more than 200 MPH for a 
crash landing on the Marsden-matted airstrip.  With no landing 
gear, speed brakes or flaps, the flaming Panther skidded down 

the runway for more than 3000 feet.  Williams got out of the 
aircraft only moments before it was totally engulfed in flames.  Ted 
Williams survived his tour of duty in Korea and returned to major 
league baseball in August 1953. §

Reprinted by permission of Prairie Aviation Museum, Bloomington IL. 
Edited by Ken Ramsay

THANK YOU!

MAPS thanks The Print Shop of Canton
for sponsoring “The Briefing”
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VISIT MAPS WEBSITE

Use this QR code
to visit 

MAPS website

MAPS
Endowment

Fund
a message from Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Our endowment fund has been setup to ensure 
the long term survival of the organization. If you 
plan to have a financial review done, MAPS Air 
Museum would appreciate being considered in 
your plans.Thank you. §



Portage Lakes Career 
Center’s new Aviation 
program takes off at 
MAPS

Jerry Patton, MAPS Member and PLCC Instructor

Greetings to everyone at MAPS.  My name is Jerry Patton and 
I am currently the Electrical Technology instructor at Portage 
Lakes Career Center (PLCC), located in Green.  I am very excited 
to inform you that PLCC will be partnering with MAPS to offer 
an Aviation Technology program to local high school students 
beginning fall of 2015.  

Since its inception in 1977, the Career Center opened as a 
vocational school with the goal of providing vocational education 
training for the people living in the community and providing 
the community with a skilled labor force.  Today, in addition to 
many successful original programs, the career center’s mission 
of developing life-long learners with the skills, expertise, and 
knowledge needed for career and college success has advanced 
to include new highly technical programs, such as Aviation 
Technology. 

The new Aviation Technology program will offer students from 
our four area partner districts, Coventry, Green, Manchester 
and Springfield, extensive exploration and training in the field 
of Aviation.  Students will learn about basic principles of flight, 
receive ground school instruction, explore weather as it relates to 
aviation, and learn air traffic control procedures.  Since no actual 
flight training can take place at the high school level, the flight 
portion will include FAA flight simulator time.  This will make for 
a smooth transition to the cockpit when the student begins actual 
instruction. At the conclusion of the course, students should be 
able to successfully pass the FAA written exam for a Private Pilot 
License. 

The course and its curriculum are being developed in 
accordance with the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) to 
ensure that all graduation requirements are met.  Portage Lakes 
has also entered into an articulation agreement with Kent State 
University that allows a student to earn up to eleven credit hours 
toward a four-year Aerospace degree.  The aviation weather and 
air traffic control portions in the ODE coursework will use the text 
books and syllabi from Kent State to make sure credits are given in 
earnest and passage of the private pilot written exam will earn the 
credit for the ground school class at Kent State.

I am especially excited that this new program will be housed at 
MAPS.  The leadership at MAPS recognizes this as an opportunity 
to continue its long-standing mission of educating young people 
about the rich traditions and history of aviation in this region.  
This will also give our students the opportunity to work at the 
museum in various capacities to learn and appreciate the history 
and development of this industry.  Work on the classroom area at 
MAPS is currently in progress with Portage Lakes providing some 
of the skilled labor and funding for the renovations.

As I transition in to my new role as the Aviation Technology 
instructor, I hope my experience as a pilot and Air Force Veteran, 
along with having two sons serving in the armed forces, one an Air 
Force F-15 pilot and the other an Executive Officer with the 101st 
Airborne Division, will give students a good start towards a career 
in this field.  I deeply appreciate the sense of pride, patriotism, and 
dedication that MAPS and its members display to their visitors and 
look forward to my class being a part of that culture.  I welcome 
any suggestions or help that any of the MAPS members may have 
to offer.   If you would like to learn more about Portage Lakes 
Career Center, I invite you to visit our website at www.plcc.edu. §

_

Active Members
Kim Kovesci, Executive Director

Reed and I get the opportunity to work with all of our volunteers. 
There are many things that make our jobs rewarding but a few 
really stand out. The smile on a child when they get into a cockpit, 
the look of amazement when people first walk into the hangar, 
the jaw dropping look when our visitors walk into the “Gallery of 
Heroes” for the first time and the shocked look of a visitor when 
they hear that there was only thirty years between the Martin 
Glider and the Martin B-26 Marauder. 

I love to watch the excitement when our volunteers approach a 
project with a passion; the nose on the B-26, the wingtips on the 
F-84 or the sharks teeth on the Cobra. The smiles, support and 
teamwork that we have at MAPS should be the template for any 
volunteer organization. In addition, the educational contribution 
that we are providing the community is becoming more important 
all of the time.  

If you are not spending time at MAPS as an active member, 
you are missing out on all of the wonderful projects, programs 
and interaction with our membership and our visitors. We have 
something special going on a MAPS and I would like you to 
consider becoming an active member. We need a tremendous
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number of tour guides in support of our educational programs 
and our daily visitors. We have very few tour guides on Fridays 
and Sundays. Please contact Reed if you would like to help as a 
Tour Guide. We could also use some help in the Gift Shop on a 
weekly basis or on the weekends. 

This was given to me from a “MAPS Active Member”, Ray Weber 
and I believe it sums up what I have been trying to say regarding the 
difference between a Member and an Active Member/Volunteer. 

Do You Just Belong???

Are you an active member, 
the kind that would be missed: 
Or are you just contented 
that your name is on our list? 

Do you attend the meetings 
and mingle with the crowd: 
Or do you stay at home 
and crab both long and loud? 

Do you take an active part 
to help the work along: 
Or are you satisfied to be 
the kind who “just belong”?
 
Do you bring in new members 
and help the old ones stick: 
Or leave the work to just a few 
and talk about the “clique”?
 
There is quite a program scheduled 
that means success if done:
And it can be accomplished 
with the help of everyone.

So attend the meetings regularly 
and help with hand and heart: 
Don’t be “just a member” 
but take an active part. 

Think this over, member,
are we right, or are we wrong?
Are you an active member, 
or do you just belong?

~Author Unknown

A Remembered MAPS 
Member; Honored

WILLIAM BUDD WENTZ

William Budd Wentz, M.D. died peacefully on January 10, 
2015, at the age of 90. 

Budd enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Force in 1942 and was 
assigned to the 8th Air Force, 487th Bomb Group Heavy in 
Lavenham, England, where he piloted B-17’s in 24 missions 
over Germany. His final mission was chronicled by the History 
Channel in the show “Dogfights.”  Budd flies a B-17 to safety with 
the tail almost chopped off.  Budd’s display is in the Gallery of 
Heroes.  Budd was honorably discharged with the rank of Captain, 
and he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross among other 
citations. §
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“They’re Back”
Reed Kimball, Director of Education  

Springtime at MAPS not only brings 
better weather (finally), it brings high school 
students in large numbers to the museum.  
While most members never feel the impact of 
this migration, the few, the brave, the TOUR 
GUIDE steps up to make this program one of 
significant impact for not only the museum 
but for teachers and many area students as 
well.  This program and the tour guides that 
support it have earned a positive reputation in 
local schools and the desire by the teachers to 
come back year after year.  

The U.S. History program is in its fourth 
year.  Annually funded through grants, it 
allows for a history “field trip” for all United 
States History classes in Stark, Summit and 
Wayne County schools.  This year, we even 
have a school coming from Cuyahoga County 
that heard about the program from other 
teachers.  This year that equates to 17 high 
schools and over 3,500 students!   

So why is this program so important?  It 
is one of the few times that MAPS has the 
opportunity to directly support classroom 
teachers and the Social Studies curriculum.  
It allows the Social Studies teacher a rare 
opportunity for a field trip to enhance what 
they cover in the classroom.  It allows the 
student to make a connection between what 
they read in their textbook and the stories, 
artifacts and aircraft that made history.  Many 
students today, because of the proliferation of 
technology, only see history in abstract terms.  
History becomes “real” for them when they 
are painted a picture of “what it was like back 
then” and then put them in that picture.  Many 
students, like many of us, are “tactile” learners.  
We retain best what we can reach out and 
touch.  For the students that come on these 
visits, sitting in a vintage aircraft or viewing 
directly a telegraph send to a serviceman’s 
family anchors that memory for an extended 
period, sometimes permanently.  That is what 
make MAPS unique.  We let our visitors 

touch history.  We can send students back to 
the classroom with a deeper understanding 
of what they are studying and the ability to 
discuss events and concepts in more depth. 

This requires the tour guide to go a step 
farther than the tours that are given here 
at MAPS every day that we are open.  To 
be effective in supporting the U.S. History 
curriculum, tour guides put in the additional 
effort to understand the specific “Content 
Statements” being addressed in the classroom 
and then be able to discuss with and be able 
to answer questions from students during 
the tours.  There are three specific Content 
Statements that the U.S. History program 
supports.  The first of these learning standards 
will be briefly discussed in a separate article. 
I hope to be able to discuss the other two in 
future editions of THE BRIEFING.

Although often not recognized, the Tour 
Guides at MAPS serve a critical function.  
They are the interface between the museum 
and the public.  In effect they are the public 
“face” of the museum.  They are the teachers, 
the historians and the story-tellers.  Within 
a nine week period this Spring, those Tour 
Guides will make a difference to a large 
number of high school students. § 

_      

MAPS moves 
into a new office

Bob Schwartz, Director Chair

MAPS has been without a formal office 
since 2008.  Temporary offices have been used 
for the past several years due to serious roof 
problems.  When Kim Kovesci became our 
Executive Director he used the corner room 
off the machine shop in the south corner of 
the hangar.  It was hot in the summer and 
cold in the winter.  After the new library was 
completed in 2012 Kim moved temporarily 
into the back room of the library.  He later 
was joined by Bob Schwartz who had office 
space in the furnace room maintaining the
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membership data base, then Reed Kimbal started work as our 
Director of Education.  Finally Jan Boyea started assisting the 
MAPS financial activities sharing “desk” space with Schwartz.  
On Christmas Eve 2014 the final move was made into the new 
office located in the restoration building where the old library 
had been located.  At present there are 3 desks. Kim Kovesci and 
Reed Kimball occupy two of the desks and Jan Boyea and Bob 
Schwartz share the third desk area.  This move could not have 
been made without the roof repairs that were completed last fall 
and hard work by our volunteers who cleaned up the old area and 
installed a new ceiling, new flooring and painted the walls.  The 
curators loaned pictures to place on the walls. §

pictured above: Kim and Reed working hard in the new office.
_

Curator’s Corner,
March 2015

Jim Cameron, MAPS Curator 

Latest Gallery Display

pictured above: The new Allendorf display in the Gallery Of Heroes

The latest display in the Gallery Of Heroes is a portion of a 
donation of a long time collector of militaria, USAF Col. Carl 
Allendorf of Shaker Heights, Ohio.  The display contains a variety 
of United States, German, Italian and Japanese military items 
from WWI through The Korean War.  Two very rare pieces 
are a WWI U.S. “Experimental” steel helmet and a WWII U.S. 
“Experimental” helmet liner.  Both are very rare and few examples 
are known.

New Gallery Door

pictured above: A new glass door added to the Gallery of Heroes.

For a long time there has been a problem with our visitors 
locating the entrance door to The Gallery Of Heroes. We have 
pondered a solution for this problem and came up with at least a 
dozen potential solutions. We settled on a full length clear glass 
door showing the displays inside. Happily the door is now installed 
and looks great.  Problem solved.....We hope! §
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MAPS TRIVIA

QUESTION: 

1     True or False ; There were no female fighter aces   
       during WW II.

2     What famous American corporation is named after 
       an aircraft carrier from which the company founder 
       flew F6F Hellcats during WW II?

(answers on page 08)



“And Now…
The Rest of The Story”

Reed Kimball, Director of Education  

This article will briefly discuss the first of the three learning 
objectives supported by our U.S. History program.  In simple 
terms, this learning goal requires students to look at historical 
events from a number of viewpoints – both sides of a historical 
event.  Keep in mind that studies in U.S. History look at historical 
events from a single perspective – ours.   Our high school program 
uses a historical event that most students are familiar with, the 
attack on Pearl Harbor and our Pearl Harbor display in the 
Gallery of Heroes, to show this concept.  Most students are aware 
of what happened on December 7, 1941 from the viewpoint of the 
United States.  While we cannot lose that focus, what we attempt 
to do is look at that same event from a different perspective, that 
of the Empire of Japan.  Or as Paul Harvey, a long-time radio 
commentator used to say – “and now the rest of the story”.  

Most studies in history take a very narrow one-dimensional 
view.  That viewpoint mirrors the perspective that many take on 
life in general – a perspective that is still the root cause of many 
current world issues.  It is built in to how we define “right” and 
“wrong”.  We all have done it at some point in our lives.  If I am 
right – then you must be wrong.  If what I believe is good – then 
what you believe must be evil.  If the group or team I belong to, 
the school that I go to or the community or country that I live in 
represents the “good guys” – then those outside of my group of 
friends, the opposing team, and anyone outside my community 
or my country must be the “bad guys”.  Then you start to question 
how a country can be “bad” for a period of history and then are 
“good” the next day?  Ask yourself, how do the people in the 
“other” group, the “opposing” team or the “other” country feel 
about you?  What if we reversed the roles and looked at history 
from the “other” side?

There are a number of facts dealing with the period leading up to 
the attack on Pearl Harbor that do not appear or are only footnotes 
in American history books.  The following is only a sample of a 
number of actions that cause many to reexamine history.

In the 1860s Japanese national leadership systematically ended 
feudalism and transformed an isolated, underdeveloped island 
nation into a world power that closely followed Western models. 
Because Japan, as an island nation, has few natural resources, a 
majority of their growing industrial base had to rely on imported 
raw materials, such as coal, iron ore or steel scrap, tin, copper, 
bauxite, rubber, and petroleum.  In the late 1930s and early 1940s 

the United States placed increasingly harsh trade restrictions 
on Japan.  Exports of aviation motor fuels and lubricants, heavy 
melting iron, copper and steel scrap coal, rubber, oil and gasoline 
to Japan were restricted or eliminated.  93% of Japan’s copper, 74% 
of imports of scrap metal and 80 % of Japan’s oil came from the 
United States.  The U.S. also closed the Panama Canal to Japan.  
Japanese war planners had long looked south, especially to Brunei 
for oil and to Malaya for rubber and tin. The Navy was certain any 
attempt to seize this region would bring the U.S. into the war, but 
the complete allied oil embargo removed any hesitancy.

On May 7, 1940, the U.S. Pacific Fleet moved its headquarters 
from San Pedro, California, to Pearl Harbor.  From an American 
perspective, this move was politically justified to counter what 
our government felt was unwarranted Japanese aggression in the 
Pacific.  From a Japanese perspective, however, the United States 
had moved its primary strike force, the U.S. Pacific Fleet, twice as 
close to mainland Japan.  The Japanese military establishment had 
no choice but to take a serious look at that move.  Their response 
was to start making a contingency plan.  The result was the outline 
for the plan to attack Pearl Harbor.

Planning started early in 1941 under the direction of the 
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto. He realized that, if war came, Japan’s 
hopes for victory was limited by time and oil. He gave voice to 
his reservations about the attack during a meeting with a member 
of the Japanese Cabinet when he said “In the first six to twelve 
months of a war with the United States and Great Britain I will run 
wild and win victory upon victory. But then, if the war continues 
after that, I have no expectation of success.”  This turned out to be 
a prophetic statement as a large portion of the Japanese Imperial 
Fleet was destroyed at Midway six months later.  Nevertheless, 
Yamamoto accepted the reality of impending war and planned for 
a quick victory by destroying the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor in a 
preventive strike while simultaneously thrusting into the oil and 
rubber resource rich areas of Southeast Asia, especially the Dutch 
East Indies, Borneo and Malaya.

During the summer and fall of 1941, some 300 American men 
carrying civilian passports boarded ships destined for Burma. 
With unwritten approval from the United States government, 
these “volunteers” were discharged from the armed services, to 
be employed for “training and instruction” by a private military 
contractor, the Central Aircraft Manufacturing Company.  The 
pilots, who were paid more than their military salary, were also 
orally promised a bounty of $500 for each enemy aircraft shot 
down.  These “volunteer instructors” were the nucleus of the 
Flying Tigers.  

On July 31, 1941 Foreign Minister Toyota sent a coded message
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to Ambassador Nomura in America stating that “Commercial 
and economic relations between Japan and third countries, led by 
England and the United States, are gradually becoming so horribly 
strained that we cannot endure it much longer. Consequently, our 
Empire, to save its very life, must take measures to secure the raw 
materials of the South Seas.”   The United States had broken the 
Japanese diplomatic code prior to this time so knew well what was 
happening.

Starting in November of 1941, the United States started 
relocating Army Air Corps and Marine aircraft to bases in the 
Philippine Islands, Wake Island and Midway Island. The Japanese 
saw these moves as a prelude to war.  The United States was moving 
its military might to forward bases capable of striking Japanese 
interests throughout the Pacific.

Was the war a surprise?  Secretary of War Stimson confided to 
his personal diary after a meeting of the war cabinet on November 
25, 1941, two weeks before the attack, when he wrote “The question 
was how we should maneuver them into firing the first shot 
without allowing too much danger to ourselves.” After the attack, 
Stimson confessed that “my first feeling was of relief ... that a crisis 
had come in a way which would unite all our people”.

In effect, we placed Japan into a position from which it had 
but one recourse.  We had backed them into a corner that led the 
leaders of Japan to two conclusions.  The first was that the United 
States did not want Japan emerging as a world economic power 
and competing for Asian markets.  The second was that the United 
States wanted Japanese industries dependent upon U.S. imports 
and that control of productivity and profitability would remain 
under the control of the west.  If we take a long range look at the 
history of the war, did the war and all of the lives lost prevent Japan 
from becoming a world economic power?  Is Japan dependent 
upon the United States imports or is it the other way around? 

From that perspective, when we look at how wars are started, we 
see a chess game where logical, rational people or countries start 
making logical-rational moves in the best interest of themselves or 
their countries.  As the “game” progresses, the options are reduced 
until one player has no other choice but war – the checkmate 
move.  Unlike chess however, in war the game is not over – in war 
there are no prescribed moves – no rules and very truthfully, no 
winners.  In truth, there was enough blame for all and both sides 
share in the result.  From the Japanese perspective, the original 
concept of the “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere” was an 
idealistic wish to free Asia from colonizing powers, but soon, 
nationalists saw it as a way to gain resources to keep Japan a modern 
power, and militarists saw the same resources as raw materials for 
war.  The U.S. on the other hand, recognizing the abundance of 
potential wealth in these markets refused to let the Japanese have 

an advantage in selling to China.  The ultimate result was the war 
we study in U.S. History. §
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Chairman’s Notes
Bob Schwartz, Director Chair 

In addition to our new office the following projects were also 
able to move forward.  The old “briefing room” in the restoration 
building was converted into a badly needed office and tool storage 
area for the restoration volunteers. This room was cleaned out and 
repainted, it went from black walls to white.  Our old office area 
in the restoration building is the new Audio Visual room which 
underwent a cleanup, painting and new flooring as well.  Our 
old gift shop in the restoration building is presently undergoing 
an update as well and will serve as an art room.  Artist Ellen 
Wilson who does art work on most of our restorations as they 
near completion will have an area to work in.  Since the new 
office and audio visual rooms are now operating out of their new 
area’s the previous area’s in the library are undergoing changes as 
well.  The vacated office area and the old audio visual room has 
been turned over to the library and book cases are being filled 
with books.  

One project that is very important to our progress was the 

demolition of the second floor. Several volunteers spent many 
hours knocking down walls then removing the resulting debris.  
They actually seemed to enjoy going at it with their sledge 
hammers. 

Executive Director Kim Kovesci highlights the strides that 
MAPS has made in last year.  To make these things happen 
Kim had to do all the “un fun” stuff, get several quotes from 
contractors and research various processes to find the most 
economical method. For the P-51 Memorial at the entrance Kim 
had to coordinate between several entities for the proper permits 
and then when we ready to move the P-51 he hit another road 
block but success was finally achieved. Bob Sours said “we had 
all the fun restoring and preparing the P-51 for mounting”. A 
“big MAPS Thank you” to Kim and all you volunteers who spent 
many hours making all these accomplishments happen.  

Reed Kimball, our Director of Education has a couple articles 
on our education program. He has spent many extra volunteer 
hours developing our high school programs, the air academy and 
a program for middle school students. Reed also deserves a “big 
MAPS Thank you”. §

MAPS TRIVIA ANSWERS:
1. (False) Two Russian pilots, Lily Litvak and Katya Budanova, shot down 7 and 6 aircraft respectively.
2. Enterprise Rent-a-Car.
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