
June 8, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Incoming Grade 8 Students and Families, 
 
Summer is a great time to relax, have fun, and READ! Participating in reading activities over the 
summer is critical to helping students maintain skills built over the school year, and it 
encourages students to become lifelong readers. In order to build a habit, a good goal for 
middle school students is a set reading time of 20-30 minutes every day. 
 
8th Grade Summer Reading Requirements 
 
A. Read at least TWO books over the summer. Both choices should be “just right” - not too easy 
and not too difficult. 

1. Choose one book from the attached required list. (Copies available at LMS and OWL 
libraries.) 

2. Choose any other book; it does not have to be from the list. 
 
B. Complete the attached reading log. 
 
C. Complete the attached Grade 8 ELA Summer Reading organizer for BOTH of your books. 
 

Some ideas and suggestions to make reading fun this summer: 
● Set a goal for a total number of books to read 
● Read the same book as a friend or family member and spend time talking about it 
● Join the OWL Teen Summer Reading program (free pizza!) 
● Download/check out an audiobook from the library 
● Organize a book swap with other friends 

 
 
Please feel free to send me an email over the summer if you have any questions - 
swansonm@litchfieldschools.org. Have a safe summer, and HAPPY READING! 
 
 
 
 
Mrs. Swanson 
Grade 8 English Language Arts 
 
 
  

mailto:swansonm@litchfieldschools.org


A. Read at least TWO books over the summer 
Book 1 - Choose at least one from the following required list. All titles fall between 550-1110 
Lexile measure. Visit this link for more information on each book:https://padlet.com/swansonm/jglnr44m9ui3 

● Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham 
● Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
● The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
● Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
● Unstoppable by Tim Green 
● Heat by Mike Lupica 
● The Martian by Andy Weir 
● Refugee by Alan Gratz 
● Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (verse) 
● Crossover by Kwame Alexander (verse) 
● Solo by Kwame Alexander (verse) 
● Bomb: The Race to Build -- and Steal -- the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve Sheinkin 

(nonfiction) 
● Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team by Steve Sheinkin 

(nonfiction) 
● Life In Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina by Misty Copeland (nonfiction) 
● I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot By the Taliban by 

Malala Yousafzai (nonfiction) 
● Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen Blumenthal (nonfiction) 
● No Summit Out of Sight: The True Story of the Youngest Person to Climb the Seven Summits by 

Jordan Romero (nonfiction) 
● Red Scarf Girl by Ji-li Jiang (nonfiction) 

Book 2 - Any book of your choice. It must be “just right” - not too easy and not too challenging. 
 
B. Complete the Summer Reading Log 

Required Reading Title Author 

1. Book from required list   

2. Book of your choice   

Not Required   

3. Book of your choice   

4. Book of your choice   

5. Book of your choice   

 
 
 
Parent/guardian signature: _____________________________________________________ 

https://padlet.com/swansonm/jglnr44m9ui3


C. Complete the Grade 8 ELA Summer Reading Organizer Due Aug. 31, 2018 

Book title: 

Author’s name: 

Genre: 

Setting (time and place): 

Write a brief summary of the book (in your own words), or write a brief bullet list of the major 
plot points. Include the main conflict. 
 
 
 
 
 

What is one theme of the book (or central idea, if nonfiction)? Support with evidence: 
 
 
 

What did you like or dislike about the author’s writing style (author’s craft)? Provide an 
example. 
 
 
 

Make a connection between the book and another text OR the world OR your life. Elaborate. 
 
 
 

Choose one significant quote from the book. Explain its significance to you or the book. 
 
 
 

Rate the book on a scale of 1 to 10: ___. Explain. 
 
 
 

What type of reader would enjoy this book? 
 
 
 

Adapted from In the Middle by Nancie Atwell. 


