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Dear Honors Student: 
 
As your Senior English teacher, I am excited to tell you that the challenges of the 12th grade Honors curriculum will  
improve your readiness for the rigors of the college classroom. I believe that, at the completion of this year’s work, 
many of you will even feel confident enough in your abilities that you will consider taking the AP Exam, which is 
offered in May. As you know, a successful score on the exam will entitle you to English credits at many colleges. 
 
To get you started, I have selected for your primary summer reading The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde.  
This notable example of Victorian “fin de siècle” literature explores Wilde’s interest in the movement of 
Aestheticism and how this movement worked to create tension in the social and/or political arenas of the time 
period.  As you read The Picture of Dorian Gray, take detailed notes on the plot, character development, setting, 
and author’s use of language, symbols/motifs/allusions, etc. In addition to these notes on author’s craft, 
specifically trace Wilde’s use of the following motifs: 
 

 Flowers. Mark all instances of flowers – there will be a significant in-class analysis on this specific topic.  
 God vs. Satan/Devil conflict (represented by Basil & Lord Henry) 
  White (examine a variety of connotations & shifts) 
  Surfaces & objects 
 Homoerotic male relationships 
 Manipulation 
 Family Relationships 

**Motifs shown by the portraits 
  Youth & beauty 
  Art/Excessive pursuit of pleasure 

 
In addition to The Picture of Dorian Gray, you are required to read selected chapters of Thomas C. Foster’s How to 
Read Literature Like a Professor. However, I encourage you to read the entire text – it is quite engaging and useful. 
You will develop a thoughtful response, connecting each assigned chapter to Oscar Wilde’s novel. See separate 
handout for assignment and rubric. You can access Foster’s text by opening the following link:  
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=cmFtb25hdXNkLm5ldHxtcnMtbWFlaGxlci1zLXdlYnBhZ2V8Z
3g6NmFkMmY0ZmUyMThkMGE4Yg 
 
While it is not mandatory, please consider purchasing these texts so that you are able to annotate them, which will 
be excellent practice for classwork. If you have difficulty with the link above, please purchase the text or borrow it 
from your local library.  
 
At all times, I expect you to complete your own work, including analysis! Do NOT consult an outside source or a 
classmate! 
 
The first two weeks of school will be spent analyzing the novel and will culminate in a summative assessment.  
  
I hope you enjoy your reading and your summer! I look forward to seeing you in class. 
 
Ms. Lisa Ferrari 
Grade 12 English Teacher 
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The mission of the Litchfield High School community is to work together to graduate knowledgeable, skillful, and 
productive individuals.  We strive to develop students’ abilities to communicate, problem-solve and apply 
technology effectively, to make informed life choices, and to contribute to society. 


