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May 30, 2019 
 
 
Dear AP Lit & Comp Student: 
 
In his celebrated work The Art of Fiction, Henry James states that the purpose of a novel is “to help the heart of a 
man to know itself” (25). The selected summer reading requirements are intended for student exploration into 
James’s intent as well as preparation for the rigor associated with the AP Literature and Composition course. The 
first selection Dracula by Bram Stoker is a gothic epistolary novel, written during the height of the Victorian fin de 
siècle, in part as a response to both social and scientific changes of the time.  As you read, take detailed notes on 
the various dichotomies Stoker presents: good and evil; science and superstition; order and chaos; East and West; 
virginal and sexual women. Dracula is a somewhat lengthy novel, therefore, pace yourself accordingly. Before 
starting the novel, however, please read the supplemental material on “Gothic Literature” and the excerpted 
chapter from Medusa’s Gaze and Vampire’s Bite.  
 
Additionally, students must select a companion text from one of the following gothic works:  

 The Turn of the Screw by Henry James 
 The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 The Hound of the Baskervilles by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 
While each of these works is not lengthy, each is complex in style and concept. Read carefully! As you read, make 
connections between Dracula and your second selection.  
 
Writing Assignments: see attached documents outlining the two writing assignments associated with your reading. 
 
Assigned written work must be handed in on August 28, 2019. I do not accept late work! 
  
I hope you enjoy your reading and your summer! I look forward to seeing you in class. 
 
 
Ms. Lisa Ferrari 
AP Literature & Composition Teacher 
 
The mission of the Litchfield High School community is to work together to graduate knowledgeable, skillful, 
and productive individuals.  We strive to develop students’ abilities to communicate, problem-solve and apply 
technology effectively, to make informed life choices, and to contribute to society. 


