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Amended Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance 

The Town’s Accessory Dwelling Unit ordinance (Section 507 of the Zoning Ordinance) was adopted in 
2012.  Since that time, as part of ordinance administration process, the Town has learned that one of 
the provisions is unenforceable.  As a result, the amendment eliminates the provision that requires a 
certificate of compliance for each change of ownership, if the new owner chooses to keep the accessory 
unit. All other sections of the ordinance remain intact and unchanged. 

New Demolition Review Ordinance  

The Planning Board developed the proposed ordinance as a means to implement the town’s vision of 
protecting and preserving the town’s historic and agricultural character.  As drafted, the ordinance 
would create a short delay before a demolition permit is issued for historically, architecturally, and 
culturally significant structures in Litchfield.  This delay would be used to solicit public input to hear the 
community’s potential interest in preservation and to work with the property owner to identify possible 
preservation alternatives should they be willing.  Ultimately, while the ordinance does open the door for 
preservation, the property owner retains their right to be granted a demolition permit. 

A few details on how the Ordinance would work and be applied.  First, the process will ask if the 
structure is 500 SF or larger and built prior to 1960.  This exempts approximately 83% properties from 
review as only 17% were built prior to 1960.  The second test is whether a structure is “significant” 
based on Heritage Commission review.  The Commission is to be comprised of experts that can help 
determine a structure’s importance. The Historical Society, in 1988, did a survey of significant places in 
town and found that 77 of 501 properties built prior to 1938 were significant.  Using this ratio to 
estimate to 1960, it’s estimated that only 85 structures or 2.5% of all properties in Litchfield would be 
subject to the demolition delay.  The delay would “press the pause button” prior to issuing a demolition 
permit to provide public notice, hold a hearing, and see if there are any viable preservation alternatives. 

Establishment of a Heritage Commission is needed in order to conduct the review for the few properties 
that may be subject to the delay.  As a result, the passage of this warrant article is contingent upon the 
Heritage Commission warrant article passing.   

New Heritage Commission  

An oft repeated goal of the Litchfield Master Plan is to protect the community’s historic and agricultural 
character. A Heritage Commission works to protect resources valued for their historic, cultural, aesthetic 
or community significance much like a Conservation Commission works to protect natural resources.  If 
adopted, the Heritage Commission would assist in the review of Demolition Permits for potentially 
significant structures built before 1960.  This warrant article was requested by the Litchfield Planning 
Board as a companion article to the proposed Demolition Review Ordinance and has been put forth by 
the Selectmen for consideration.  

The primary duty of a Heritage Commission is to advise and assist other local boards and commissions.  
Like other boards in Town, it will be comprised of volunteers appointed by the Selectmen. 

To Learn More Visit:  
https://sites.google.com/a/litchfieldnh.gov/community-planning/downloads  
http://litchfieldnh.gov/lpb 
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