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7. COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Summary of the Principle (not binding for audit purposes): Certified farms are good neighbors.
They relate in positive ways with neighbors, surrounding communities and local interest groups.
The farms periodically inform the surrounding communities, neighbors and interest groups about
their activities and plans, and they consult with interested parties about changes on farms that 
could have potential impacts on the social and environmental well-being of surrounding 
communities. Certified farms contribute to local economic development through training and
employment and try to prevent negative impacts on the areas, activities or services that are
important for local populations. 

7.1 The farm must respect areas and activities that are important to the community socially, 
culturally, biologically, environmentally and religiously. These must not be affected by farm
activities.

7.2 The farm must implement and carry out policies and procedures for identifying, consulting 
and considering the interests of local populations and community interest groups regarding 
farm activities or changes that could have a negative impact on their quality of life or on 
local natural resources.

7.3 The farm must have policies and procedures for prioritizing the hiring and training of a 
local labor force and for contracting and acquiring local services and products. 

7.4 The farm must contribute to the protection and conservation of community natural 
resources, collaborate with the development of the local economy, and contribute fairly
towards the costs of the community infrastructure and local shared resources consumed –
schools, pathways, aqueducts and other infrastructure as well as water and other resources – 
according to the amount used by the farm. Farms must negotiate a fair compensation with
local communities and local and national authorities for resources and infrastructure used.

7.5 The farm must help with local environmental education efforts and must support and 
collaborate with local research in areas related to this standard.
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