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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE CERTIFICATION CRITERIA 
 
The following sections give an ideal of the criteria areas Green Planet will be looking 
at to evaluate farms, which apply for certification.  There are strict standards 
established for each category.  These are not posted on our web site by can be made 
available through a request either by telephone or email at: info@greenplanet.org 
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Sustainable Agriculture Certification Program 
 
Green Planet. Org.   understands that there are literally hundreds of thousands of growers 
who are not in a position economically or physically to grow crops that meet NOP 
organic standards.  This may be due to the lack of resources, money, marketing, 
packaging or many other limitations.  At the same time these growers want to grow their 
crops in an environmentally responsible manner with no long-term negative impact on 
their environment.   
 
These growers want to be stewards of the soil and at the same time make and economic 
return that supports their families and those working on the farms with them.  Green 
Planet. Org. felt like these growers deserved recognition for their environmental efforts 
and this should carried through to give them economical returns.  Therefore, we have 
created the “Green Planet Certified” label to recognize these sustainable agriculture 
growers who are growing crops in an environmentally responsible manner.  
 
Green Planet. Org. will market this label to the produce industry and eventually to 
individual users to let them know that these products were grown in a manner that has the 
least impact on the environment and still produces safe nutrient dense foods. The “Green 
Planet Certified” label on a product will tell the consumer that this product was grown 
using organic and sustainable agriculture methods, which also protected the environment. 
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Farm Management Procedures 
A farm that is certified by Green Planet must incorporated farm management systems that 
are consistent with Best Management Practices for the agriculture industry.  They can be, 
but not necessarily are, organic farms.  In general practices, Green Planet Sustainable 
Certified Farms are those farms that have accepted and put into practice farming 
techniques that produce high yields and at the same time, they protect the environment in 
which they are working.  These farms recycle wastes, continually rebuild their soils, 
reduce toxic chemical usage when every possible.  They do not use genetically modified 
seeds or plants on any of their certified farms. These growers are stewards of the land for 
future generations without compromising their current economic viability. 
 
 
 
 
 
Soil Management Practices 
One of the objectives of sustainable agriculture is the long-term improvement of the soils 
that supports agricultural production. Certified farms carry out activities that prevent or 
control erosion, and thus reduce the loss of nutrients and the negative impacts on water 
bodies. The farms have fertilization programs based on the crop requirements and soil 
characteristics as needed based on frequent soil and leaf analysis testing. Certified farms 
reduce their reliance on synthetic chemicals for fertilization and constantly find ways to 
add more on organic sources such as recycled compost, organic soil conditioners and 
natural nutrient sources whenever possible. They use vegetative ground cover and crop 
rotation that reduces dependency on agrochemicals for the control of pests and weeds. 
Green Planet Certified farms only establish new production areas on land that is suitable 
for agriculture and the new crops, and never by cutting forests. 
 
 
 
 
Environmental Conservation 
Natural ecosystems are integral components of the agricultural and rural countryside. 
Carbon sequestering, soil fertility, integrated pest management, natural biodiversity and 
water conservation are just some of the services provided by natural ecosystems on 
certified farms. Green Planet certified farms are encouraged to protect these natural 
ecosystems and conduct activities to restore degraded ecosystems. Environmental impact 
studies are essential when the farm is considering cutting new forests for new crop 
production.  It must take into consideration related planting programs to maintain existing 
bio-systems.  Sustainable farms also take measures to eliminated erosion problems and 
thus maintain a strong native ecosystem. 
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Water Conservation  
Water is vital for agriculture and human existence. Certified farms must conduct 
activities to conserve water and avoid wasting this resource and they must prevent 
contamination of surface and underground water by treating and monitoring all 
wastewater produced on the farm. They must have containment areas for tail water 
runoff.  They must treat on-site any and all animal wastes preventing it from reaching 
streams or lakes or ground water tables either by composting or through bio-remediation 
processes. Water pollution of any kind is not allowed on a certified farm. 
 
 
 
 
Natural Ecosystems 
Certified farms natural ecosystems, both aquatic and terrestrial, must be 
identified, protected, conserved and restored through a conservation program. The 
program must include the restoration of natural ecosystems or the reforestation of areas 
within the farm that are unsuitable for agriculture. 
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GREEN PLANET QUALIFICATION STANDARDS 
 
 
Section One: Farm Office Administration 
 
1.01 - Farms that are environmentally sustainable work to imitate natural systems. Nature 
 tends to function in cycles so that the wastes from one system becomes input for future 
systems. The Green Planet Certified farm management recognizes this natural occurring 
cycle and implements farming practices which follow the natural systems as closely as 
possible and still maintain economic viability. 
 
1.02 – The certified farm will maintain a central office where all application data, maps, 
and records are maintained and stored for future reference.  Meeting space for training 
programs for farm personnel and inspection audits are essential. 
 
1.03 -The management system’s documentation will be well-organized and easily 
accessible during audit. There must be no problems finding system documents. 
 
1.04 - The farm must keep in its offices or facilities all documents proving compliance,   
with the standard, for at least three years. These documents must be readily available to 
the persons responsible for carrying out the social and environmental management plan’s 
various programs and activities. 

 
1.05 - The farm must have a system for avoiding the mixing of certified products with 
non-certified products in its facilities and during harvesting, packaging and 
transportation. Products that are sold as “certified” and “non-certified” are stored and 
handled separately 
 
1.07 - All transactions involving certified products must be recorded and must include 
sales records include a description of the certified product, the date of the transaction, the 
volume sold and the destination or client.  
 
1.08 - Products leaving the farm must be duly identified and accompanied with the 
relevant documentation indicating a certified farm as origin. 
 
1.09 - The documents that accompany certified products and the documentation kept on 
the farm or in the administrative office may include invoices, packaging or content lists, 
shipping notices or other documents that indicate purchases, sales or transportation of the 
farm’s certified products. 
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Section Two:  Soil Analysis & Fertilization Program 
 
2.01 - The farm must obtain and maintain information regarding the physical 
characteristics and properties of its soils. The sampling points and frequency and types of 
analyses are indicated.  Analysis records can be copies of the results of laboratory 
analyses and must be kept for at least two years. 
 
2.02 - Soil or foliage analyses must be included in the fertilization program. The farm 
must be able to demonstrate that the type and quantity of fertilizers used and the 
frequency of their application is based on soil characteristics and on foliage or soil 
analyses.  
. 
2.03 - The farm must give priority to organic and organic based fertilization, which 
should include using residues generated by the farm. These organic residues generated on 
the farm can be used as fertilizer or incorporated into the soil in ways that increase its 
fertility. 
 
2.04 – Synthetic chemical fertilizers must be reduced with the application of organic 
supplements and BMP programs.  This reduction will start at 24% reduction in chemical 
fertilizers and then gradually proceed over the next five years to a 50% reduction in 
chemical fertilizers for a fully certified sustainable farm.  
 
2.05 - Organic and non-organic fertilizers must be applied so as to avoid any potential 
negative impacts on the environment.  Fertilizer application procedures must maximize 
the incorporation of fertilizers into the foliage or soil in ways that minimize leaching to 
groundwater or run-off into water channels. 
 
2.06 – The use of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programs for pest management 
must be started.  IPM programs can be started by applying BMP techniques to create crop 
health and reduce stress in plants.  Toxic chemicals should be used only as an emergency 
application and not as a preventative measures. 
 
2.07 - When storing organic compost or manures, measures are taken to avoid side effects 
such as leaching or the propagation of flies and odors. 
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Section Three: New Production Areas 
 
3.01 - New production areas must only be located on land with the climatic, soil and 
topographic conditions suitable for intensity level of the agricultural production planned. 
The establishment of new production areas must be based on land use capacity studies 
that demonstrate long-term production capacity.  
 
3.02 - The management and conversion of fallow areas must take into account the 
relevant legal requirements. The farm must show maps and/or studies, regarding land use 
capacity before establishing new production areas.  
 
3.03 – There is a prohibition of cutting of natural forest cover for new production areas 
that have not been established. There is also a prohibition of new crop production in 
areas, which are on land not suitable for agriculture unless the farm can demonstrate that 
the topographic, climatic and soil conditions are apt for the crop and the agricultural 
practices planned for expansion areas. These conditions must be verified by evaluations 
of the conditions of surrounding production areas.  
 
3.04 - The burning of organic residues either forest riffraff or crop waste to prepare new 
production areas is prohibited and there must be no evidence of burning in areas recently 
prepared for planting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section Four:  Erosion Control 
 
4.01 - The farm must develop a soil erosion prevention and control program that 
minimizes the risk of erosion and reduces existing erosion and is based on the 
identification of soils affected by or susceptible to erosion, as well as soil properties and 
characteristics, climatic conditions, topography and agricultural practices for the crop. 
 
4.02 – Soil erosion practices should include establishing and maintaining terraces, live or 
dead barriers, windbreaks, vegetative ground cover and diversion channels, as well as 
contour planting and other cultural practices. 
 
4.03 - The farm office must maintain maps of fields, which have been identified as the 
soils suffering from or susceptible to erosion. 
 
4.04 - There must be no soils with evidence of erosion such as gullies, landslides, 
sedimentation in water channels, wet soil surfaces, pedestals under stones, surface 
erosion or other evidence, which are not subject to prevention or control measures. 
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4.05 - The farm must use and expand its use of vegetative ground cover to reduce erosion 
and improve soil fertility, structure and organic material content and expand the use of 
natural or planted vegetation for soil cover between cultivated plants, in furrows or in 
other ways that protect exposed soil in between plants. 
 
4.06 – The farm will minimize the use of herbicides by adding natural chelating 
supplements and/or adding permanent ground covers. 
 
4.07 - Areas with or scheduled for vegetative ground cover are identified on the map of 
the farm. 
 
4.08 -  The farm is encouraged to promote the use of fallow areas with natural or planted 
vegetation in order to recover natural fertility and interrupt pest life cycles. The farm 
should develop a plan that indicates the fallow techniques or practices (planting, natural 
regeneration, etc.) and their timing, which can be identified in the fields and on the farm 
map. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Section Five: Waste Disposal 
 
5.01 - Certified farms are clean and orderly and the farm must have an integrated waste 
management program for the waste products it generates. This must be based on the 
concepts of refusing or reducing the use of products that have actual or potential negative 
impacts on the environment. 
 
5.02 - The sources and types of waste must be identified and the quantity (weight or 
volume) must be estimated. The activities of the integrated waste management program 
must be in accordance with the types and quantities of waste generated, including 
chemical substances, toxic and dangerous materials, crop and processing residues, and 
domestic waste. 
 
5.03 - The final destination of waste on the farm is administered and designed to 
minimize possible environmental and human health impacts. Toxic materials or materials 
are not to be incinerated. 
  
5.04 - The use of open waste dumps and small sanitary landfills for domestic waste are 
located at least 50 meters from living quarters or water sources and waste leachate 
collection and treatment systems exist and will not contaminate surface or underground 
water. Waste deposit sites are not to be located in soils susceptible to flooding, nor are 
they in soils with high seasonal or permanent groundwater tables. 
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5.05 - All compost systems for agricultural or processing waste are located at least 100 
meters from living areas, schools or other areas of daily human activity. 
 
5.06 - Open-air burning of waste is not permitted. The burning of waste products is only 
allowed in an incinerator designed for that purpose, based on technical studies that 
determined the size, optimum location and control measures for minimizing the 
environmental and human health impacts related to its construction and operation.  
 
5.07 - The final or semi-permanent waste deposit areas on the farm must be designed and 
managed to reduce the risks of environmental contamination and damage to human 
health. Its location must be in accordance with applicable laws regarding distances from 
houses and other areas of human activity, water channels and sources, and conservation 
areas and the waste deposit sites are indicated on a map of the farm. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section Six – Water Systems: 
 
6.01 – Certified farms must have a water conservation program that ensures the rational 
use of water resources. The program activities make use of the best available technology 
and resources.  
 
6.02 – The farm must keep an inventory and indicate on a map the surface and 
underground water sources found on the property. The farm must record the annual water 
volume provided by these sources and the amount of water consumed by the farm. 
 
6.03 - All surface or underground water used by the farm for agricultural, domestic or 
processing purposes must have the respective concessions and permits from the 
corresponding legal or environmental authorities. 
 
 
6.04 - Farms that use irrigation must employ mechanisms to precisely determine and 
demonstrate that the volume of water applied and the duration of the application are not 
excessive or wasteful. Irrigation records, or other evidence or data regarding irrigation, 
coincide with the evaporation-transpiration data, available soil moisture measurements, 
and other information used by the farm for calculating irrigation volumes and flow rates. 
 
6.05 - The farm must demonstrate that the water quantity and the duration of the 
application are based on climatic information, available soil moisture, and soil properties 
and characteristics. The irrigation system must be well designed and maintained so that 
waste is avoided. 
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6.06 – The farm must show that there are no leaks, spills or other evidence of poor 
maintenance or inadequate irrigation delivery systems and irrigation records, or other 
evidence or data regarding poor irrigation practices as evidenced by, large puddles or 
areas of pooled water after irrigation, or excessive irrigation water run-off due to 
reduced water infiltration in over-saturated soils. 
 
6.07 - The farm must have appropriate treatment systems for all of wastewaters it 
generates and all water treatment systems designs are in accordance with the volume of 
water to be treated and the type of contaminants the water contains. 
 
6.08 - The farm must not discharge or deposit industrial or domestic 
wastewater into natural water bodies without demonstrating that the discharged water 
compiles with the respective legal requirements, and that the wastewater’s physical and  
biochemical characteristics do not degrade the receiving water body. 
 
6.09 - The mixing of wastewater with uncontaminated water for discharge into the 
environment is prohibited. 
 
6.10 - The farm must not deposit into natural water bodies any organic or inorganic 
solids, such as domestic or industrial waste, rejected products, construction  debris or 
rubble, soil and stones from excavations, rubbish from cleaning land, or other similar 
materials. 
 
 
 
 
 
Section Seven – Farm Ecosystems:  
 
7.01 - The farm must identify and develop policies and carry out activities to protect, 
conserve and restore natural ecosystems including species of plants or animals threatened  
or in danger of extinction. Activities must be carried out to protect and support these 
populations. 
 
7.02 - The natural ecosystems and the current and potential areas for restoration or 
reforestation will be indicated on maps and  native species will be used in reforestation so 
that these areas will eventually return to a state similar to that of the natural or original 
vegetation. 
 
7.03 - A record will be kept of the quantities and species of trees or planted vegetation 
and their exact location on the farm. The reforestation and restoration program includes 
procedures and resources for maintaining the planted or restored areas, and for replacing 
vegetation lost due to mortality or other reasons. 
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7.04 - There will be no destruction or alteration of ecosystems such as deforestation or 
the filling or draining of wetlands. 
 
7.05 - Cutting, extracting or harvesting trees, plants and other non-timber forest products 
is only allowed in instances when the farm implements a sustainable management plan 
that has been approved by the relevant authorities, and has the all the permits required by 
law.  
 
7.06 - There will be protection zones, at least five meters wide, around the edge of the 
natural ecosystems with no crops growing and with no evidence of agrochemical use. If 
crops there will be strips of vegetation between the fields used for different crops or 
different production systems. The strips of vegetation can make use of existing spaces in 
roads, fences, channels, windbreaks, pathways or other existing barriers. 
 
7.06 - Natural water channels must be protected by establishing protected zones on the 
banks rivers, streams, creeks, lakes, wetlands and around the edges of other natural water 
bodies.   
 
7.07 - Farms must not alter natural water channels to create new drainage or irrigation 
canals. Previously converted water channels must maintain their natural vegetative cover 
or, in its absence the farm conservation program a plan to restore the vegetation by 
planting native species or through natural regeneration. 
 
7.08 - Ecosystems that provide habitats for wildlife living on the farm, or that pass 
through the farm during migration, must be protected and restored. The farm must take 
special measures to protect threatened or endangered species. 
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Definitions of Terms: 
 
Agrochemical – A chemical substance used in agricultural production systems to 
maintain soil fertility (compost or fertilizer), control weeds (herbicide) or combat pests 
(insecticides, fungicides, etc.) 
BMP - Best-Management Practices – Activities or procedures that enable agricultural 
productivity using available science and technology to conserve ecosystems and natural 
resources, thereby securing long-term benefits for workers, farmers and communities. 
Certified Products – Crops, and the products derived from them, produced by a certified 
farm for commercial purposes. This includes processed or semi-processed products that 
have not been mixed with products from non-certified farms. 
Channel – The surface on which a river, stream or other natural water current flows. 
Also known as “riverbed.” 
Conservation – The protection, rational use, restoration and renovation of natural 
ecosystems and natural resources in accordance with principles that guarantee maximum 
social and economic benefits without degrading the resources or ecosystems involved. 
Economic Threshold (Integrated Pest Management) – The level of infestation or pest 
attack at  which the benefits received (for example, in terms of yield or crops saved) 
cover the cost of the treatment or application. 
Ecosystem – A set or system of one or more biological communities (plants, animals 
etc.), along with the physical media within a determined zone. Examples include: 
wetlands, forests and lakes. 
Erosion – The removal or displacement of soil caused by the movement of water or 
wind. Severe erosion implies the removal of the entire plow layer or "A" horizon of the 
soil. 
Farm – The unit subject to certification or the audit. 
Impact – Disturbance, consequence, repercussion or similar effect of a human or natural 
cause. Impacts may be positive or negative. They may affect a natural system, the 
environment, an animal or plant populations or individuals (environmental impacts), or 
human individuals or population 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) – A long-term prevention strategy to combat pests, 
involving a combination of techniques, such as biological control (use of beneficial 
insects or microbes), use of crop-resistant varieties and the use of alternative agricultural 
practices (spraying, fertilizing or pruning). The objective of IPM is to make conditions 
less favorable for pest development. Pesticides are used only when the damage caused by 
pests is greater than the level that the farmer can economically sustain. 
Native Species – Those species that occur naturally in the place where they are found. 
For the purpose of this standard, naturalized species – exotic species that have adapted 
and grow and multiply as if they are native – are also considered as native if it is proven 
that they do not cause negative economic or environmental impacts. 
Natural Water Body – Lakes, lagoons, rivers, streams, brooks and other bodies of liquid 
water that exist naturally. 
Non-conformity – Non-compliance with one of the standard’s requirements. 
Program – Elements of a system consisting of objectives, goals, policies, procedures and 
the other elements and planning and implementation documents to ensure compliance 
with the standard. 
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Protected Area – Land or property under legal protection in order to conserve or protect 
biodiversity or environmental services. Examples include: national parks, wildlife 
refuges, forestry reserves and private reserves. Some protected areas may contain private 
land where certain economic activities are allowed to be carried out according to 
established regulations. 
Protection Zone – Areas of less intensive or controlled land use with the purpose of 
reducing the impact of human activities on ecosystems also areas of vegetation next to 
streams, lakes or ponds, or bordering natural water bodies that impede the flow of run-off 
or drift of agrochemicals coming from production areas. 
Standard – For this standard, the ISO/IEC 2 definition is used: “a standard is a 
document, established by consent and approved by a recognized organism that presents 
for common and repeated use rules, directorates or characteristics for activities or their 
results, with the aim of obtaining an optimum order in a given context.” 
System – Set of elements that interact and relate amongst themselves. A management 
system is a system to establish policy and objectives and to obtain those objectives. 
Threatened or Endangered Species – Species of flora and fauna indicated 
as threatened or endangered in applicable laws as well as by the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature’s Red Book. (http://www.iucnredlist.org/). 
Transgenic Organism – Any living organism that possesses a combination of genetic 
material from two different organisms due to modern biotechnological methods or 
genetic engineering, such as in vitro nucleic acid techniques or the fusion of cells from 
different taxonomic families. It does not include organisms obtained by traditional 
biotechnological methods such as seed selection or the cross-pollination of plants. 
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  “Green Planet Certified”  - Steps for certification: 

Step One:  Fill out the Application Form certification listed on the Home Page. 

Step Two: Once we receive the completed application form, a member of our staff will 
contact you and forward additional information on the program and send you material 
needed to do an in depth evaluation on your farm and its possibility for certification. 

Step Three:  After the preliminary evaluation, you will be given addition papers that 
include confidentiality and consent agreements, financial data on the operation and a final 
evaluation of the suitability of the farm for a sustainable agriculture certification. 

Step Four:  A trip will be planned to complete an on-site inspection of the farm in 
question and a field inspection form will be completed, which will evaluate the items 
necessary to meet the certification standards. 

Step Five:  A complete report will be made as to the suitability and plan of action to get 
the farm certified.  A fee schedule will be established based upon the size of the farm due 
to the work of inspection. 

Step Six:  The farm will be entered into the program and can begin using the “Green 
Planet Certified” once the plan is implemented. Certification seals will be provided by 
Green Planet. Org., Inc. for placing on the boxes and/or fruit being grown on the farm. 

Step Seven: Site inspections will be made at least once per year, however on new 
accounts they will be held every six months until most of the standards have been 
implemented.  
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Eco-Labeling  ISO and EPA Standards 

Green Planet. Org. meets the criteria of ISO 14020 and 14024, the standards for 
ecolabeling set by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), which 
include the following items as reported by Green Seal:   “The ISO standards for 
ecolabeling were set by dozens of countries working throughout the 1990s to develop 
standards for sustainable environmental management. ISO 14020 enunciates a set of 
principles that must be followed by any practitioner of environmental labeling, while ISO 
14024 specifies the procedures and principles that third-party certifiers, or ecolabelers, 
must follow. Among the most important of these relate to avoidance of financial conflict 
of interest, use of scientific methods and accepted test procedures.” 
 
 
In addition, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) has established criteria 
for third-party certifiers of environmental types of products, which include the following:  

The EPA criteria specify that a legitimate third-party certifier must have:  

1. An open, public process that involves key stakeholders (businesses, 
environmental and consumer groups, states etc.) in developing its criteria or 
standards.  

2. An award criteria, assumptions, methods and data used to evaluate the product or 
product categories that are transparent (i.e., they are publicly available, easily 
accessed and understandable to the lay person).  

3. A system of data verification and data quality.  
4. A peer review process (with representation of all stakeholders) for developing the 

standards or criteria.  
5. Criteria which are developed based on a "systems" or life cycle approach (i.e., 

"cradle to grave").  
6. An outreach program to educate the consumer, which includes clear 

communications to consumers that provide key information concerning 
environmental impacts associated with the product.  

7. An established goal of updating standards or criteria as technology and scientific 
knowledge advance.  

8. Authority to inspect the facility whose product is certified to ensure compliance 
with the standards or criteria.  

9. Testing protocols for the products that are certified which ensure testing is 
conducted by a credible institution.  

10. Access to obtaining the seal by small and medium sized companies (e.g., the cost 
of the seal is not so high as to prevent access by companies).  

11. Compliance with the Federal Trade Commission's (FTC) Guides for the Use of 
Environmental Marketing Claims.  

Additional help in establishing these Sustainable Agriculture standards were liberally 
provided by ATTRA, NCAT, Green Seal, Rainforest Alliance, Green Globe 21, Green E 
and Smart Wood among others.  


