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What is the Internet?

 Historically

 A U.S. DoD project gone wild along with…

 Good timing in technology development

 Technically

 A new, more flexible way to connect 
information systems

 Information systems=computers and more



What is the Internet?

 Philosophically

 “If people want to do good things, they will 
be able to do them a lot better and a lot 
faster. If people want to do bad things, they 
will be able to do them a lot better and a lot 

faster”*

 Practically

 We’ll be taking a close look soon!

*Credit to Barbara Kobritz, a former colleague from a job interview a long time ago…



Getting Connected

 Find a public location
 Often libraries, universities, eating places, public 

lobbies

 Not as safe or private as home!

 Get an Internet connection at home
 Need computer, Internet connection, Internet 

access application (“browser”)

 Internet connections come from an ISP (Internet 
Service Provider)

 Different connections have different speed & cost 



More detail on getting connected to the Internet at home

Updated from: Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey, Log On and Learn: The Internet



More detail on getting connected to the Internet at home

Updated from: Literacy Volunteers of New Jersey, Log On and Learn: The Internet

4. Satellite - You can also connect through a satellite connection. These are mostly 

available from satellite television providers since use of satellites is expensive and the

television provider is already set up and paying for use. 

This also does not tie up your phone line but may not be as fast as cable or DSL. 

Access may also be limited or vary based on how much you use. This may be the only 

connection option in rural or remote areas. 



The World Wide Web

 World Wide Web = WWW = “the Web”

 WWW is NOT the Internet but… 

 …is the most popular way to share over the 

Internet today

 Internet browsers were made to access the 

WWW but are the “door” to the Internet today

 Some common browsers: Internet Explorer, 

Netscape, FireFox, Safari



The Internet

The Internet & the WWW

The WWW





Move Around on the Internet

The first Web page you see is the home page.

*Uniform Resource Locator

Address bar

showing the 

URL*

Tool bar

Home page

content

Window frames

around content

Updated from LVA New Jersey, Logon & Learn: The Internet



Closer Look at the URL

This part shows the “domain name” 

of the website. A domain name is 

assigned a person or organization 

and can only be used by one 

person or organization at a time 

on the Internet.

This part tells the 

browser that the 

address belongs 

to a website.

This part shows where the

page is stored on the computer 

that is running the website. (Using 

folder, file and application names 

just like a personal computer!)

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org/[lots of stuff can come next!]

Note: https:// shows that your connection to the website is secure.



Move Around on the Internet

Moving from page to page on the Internet can be done in several ways. 

One way is to enter a specific URL (Web address) in the address bar.

Type a URL 

(Web address) 

into the address 

bar and press 

the enter key.

Updated from LVA New Jersey, Logon & Learn: The Internet

Hint: 

Remember 

that you can 

change text by 

clicking and 

dragging to 

highlight it, then

typing new text 

to replace it. 



Move Around on the Internet

Clicking the Back and Forward buttons lets you to move back and forward through the sites 

and pages you have visited this time on the Internet.

Back

Forward



Move Around on the Internet

Try it!

1) Move your 

cursor over the 

red bar marked 

“Learn More” to 

see the cursor 

change to the 

pointing hand.

2) Click while the

pointing hand is

showing and you 

will be taken to 

the new 

information

3) Use the Back 

button to return 

to the previous 

page. The Back 

button 

If your cursor changes to a pointing hand when passing over something, that indicates a 

hyperlink (also just called a “link”). Hyperlinks lead to other pages or windows. 



Move Around on the Internet

Use your new skills to explore the Oswego Public Library website:

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org



Add a website to your Favorites

When you start to use the Internet a lot, you may want to put websites 

that you like in your Favorites list so you can find them again easily. 

Try adding the Oswego Public Library website to your Favorites

Updated from LVA New Jersey, Logon & Learn: The Internet

4. Click the Favorites button to view the list of sites. Click on a site name to directly to that site.



Updated from LVA New Jersey, Logon & Learn: The Internet

• Yahoo: http://www.yahoo.com (one of the first!)

• Google: http://www.google.com (one of the biggest!)

• Bing: http://www.altavista.com (new on the scene…)

• Ask: http://www.ask.com (can ask a question like a question)

• Dogpile: http://www.dogpile.com ( “mega-search” - combines several)

Most search engines (tools) also have an advanced option, which you 

can use to be more specific in your search. 

Caution! Many search engines today accept payment from sites to be 

listed higher in the results, or in a special “sponsored results” list that 

appears before other results. These sites are often trying to sell you 

something instead of just giving information.

Finding Information on the Internet

http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.altavista.com/
http://www.ask.com/
http://www.dogpile.com/


Finding Information on the Internet
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Finding Information on the Internet



Let’s Try It Out!

 Choose something to search for

 Try a few different search engines and 
compare the results
 Yahoo: http://www.yahoo.com

 Google: http://www.google.com

 Bing: http://www.altavista.com

 Ask: http://www.ask.com

 Dogpile: http://www.dogpile.com

 What did you find?

http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.altavista.com/
http://www.ask.com/
http://www.dogpile.com/


Evaluating Web sites

 Web information is like other 
information. To be useful, it should:

 Exist for a purpose

 Support its purpose effectively

 Have a way for readers to know who is 
providing the information

 Be accurate and current

 Not be deceptive


