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Today

• We will be talking about how to search on the 
internet.

• We will discuss: 

– Search engines;

– Search strategies; and

– Evaluating websites.

• If we have time, we will also start looking at the 
library’s databases: more great internet tools you 
can use to learn and find great information.



There are many ways to search!

• Search within a page

• Search within a website

• Search the whole web



Searching within a page

• Search within the page that you're viewing: 
press Control+F or choose the “Find” function 
in your browser’s Edit menu.  A search box will 
appear in your browser window. Type in the 
word you’re looking for and it will be 
highlighted on the page.



Edit menu
Depending on how your 
browser is set, you may or 
may not be able to see the 
whole menu bar.  
The menu bar starts with 
the word “File.”  
If you don’t see “Edit” 
there, click on the double 
arrows to open the other 
options.  
Click on “Edit” and Select 
“Find on this Page” to use the 
Find option.



Try it!

• Open Internet Explorer.

• Type “oswego.org” into the address bar and hit 
enter.

• This will bring up the Oswego City School District 
page.

• Use Ctrl+F or Find in the “Edit” menu.  The “find” 
toolbar should appear.



Try it!

• Type “phone” to look for the school district’s 
phone number.  

• As you type, pay attention – you’ll see sections 
of the page highlighted to point out where 
you’ll find that word.



Searching within a website

Look for the “site search” or “search” box on the page!



Try it!

• You should still in the Oswego City School 
District website.  If you’re not, open Internet 
Explorer and type “oswego.edu” in the 
address bar to get there.

• Scroll down until you see the “site search”  
field.

• Search for something!



What is a site map?

• Close any pop-up windows using the red “x” 
and use the “back” button to return to the 
Oswego City School District home page.

• Click the “site map” button.

• What is a site map?  It’s a great tool for seeing 
everything that’s included on a web site!  



Using the Internet: Search Engines

• A search engine is like a pet dog that fetches 
you information.  

• You have to tell it what to find by typing a 
word or group of words: your “search terms.”  

• It brings you a list of items that match your 
search terms.  



How do search engines work?

• Search engines use computer programs to 
“crawl” the web and basically take pictures of 
everything it finds.  Then, other computer 
programs index – or label – the parts of those 
web pages. 

• When you ask an engine to search, it sifts 
through those labels to find items that match 
your search.

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNHR6IQJGZs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BNHR6IQJGZs


Searching advice from the makers 
of Google, a famous search engine:

Here are a few essential tips for improving your 
everyday searches:

• Simplicity is key. Stick with easy queries and 
don’t get tripped up by complex searches.

• Every word matters. Only include words that 
you really hope to see in the results. 



Using the Internet: Search Engines

• There are two main ways to access a 
search engine:

1. Use the search bar on your browser

2. Go directly to a search engine by typing 
the search engine’s address into the 
address bar



Search bar

The search bar offers you instant access to the 
search engine, where you can type in a word or 
group of words to find something on the web.  
Here, I searched for “mouse practice” to find web 
pages offering practice using the mouse to the 
students in my intro to computers class.  



Search bar

The search bar comes with a preloaded search 
engine.  Internet Explorer usually includes Bing.  
Bing is a search engine that was created by the 
same company that made Internet Explorer.  You 
can install other search options.  



Other search engines

• There are dozens of search engines, which are 
all good for different purposes and people 
with many different tastes.

• A few more:  

ask.com google.com yahoo.com
goodsearch.com wolframalpha.com

dogpile.com

• ….and many, many more!

http://www.ask.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.yahoo.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.wolframalpha.com/
http://www.dogpile.com/


Try it!

• Click the address bar.

• Type ask.com

• Ask a question!

– How do I carve a turkey?

– Who invented libraries?

– Do Christmas trees cause fires?



Fun with Google

Type this into your address bar: 
http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips

http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips
http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips
http://www.google.com/landing/searchtips


Finding good information

• Give your website a job interview: evaluate it!

• The most important idea to think about: 

–What is the purpose of this website?
• To sell you something?

• To convince you?

• To teach you?



How do I figure out the purpose?

• Look for the “about us” link – usually at the 
bottom of the page.

• Think about the language used on the page.  Is 
it balanced, or does it seem to support one 
side of the argument?

• Take a look at our evaluation checklist.



Try it!

• Use the evaluation checklist to rate these 
websites.  Hint: One of them is NO GOOD!

– http://allaboutexplorers.com/

– http://www.explorers.org/

• Remember, to read more about who 
sponsored or wrote the website, look for an 
“about us” link!

http://allaboutexplorers.com/
http://www.explorers.org/


Library Resources

• Here at the library, we’ve selected and/or 
subscribed to all sorts of good resources.

• We have posted our list of resources by topic 
in our library catalog.

• Upstairs, you can click on the “reference” 
button in the catalog to view our resources.

• From our website, you can find them under 
our “databases” section.



Library resources



Library resources



Library resources



Library resources



Try it!

• Find a library resource under the topic of your 
choice, and click it.

• I like How Stuff Works under Science & Tech.

• I’m also a fan of Learning Express Library 
under “Careers & Education.”  That one is a 
little trickier to enter (you need to register 
with your library card #), but filled with self-
paced courses and practice tests for many 
subjects & career fields.


