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Last time…

• We talked about all of the things you can do 
using the internet.

• We discussed ways to connect to the internet, 
and the connections and equipment needed 
to do so.

• A little review: “How Do I Connect to the 
Internet?” and “What is a Home Network?”

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/computerbasics

Image credit: Maureen Southorn

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/computerbasics


Today

• We will be digging deeper into how 
we explore the internet.

–Web browsers

–Parts of a web page

–Navigating the Internet

Image credit: Maureen Southorn



Using the Internet: the WWW

• When you access the internet, you will be 
visiting the World Wide Web (WWW).

• The WWW is a collection of text, pictures, and 
sound, that has been posted for others to 
view and use on the internet.

• You can be a creator or a user of the WWW.  In 
this class, you will learn how to use the WWW.



Using the Internet: Browsers

• A browser is a program that lets you view and 
go places on the WWW.

• We will be using Internet Explorer in this class, 
since that is the browser that usually comes 
preloaded on most computers.

http://www.whatbrowser.org/en/

http://www.whatbrowser.org/en/


Every website has an address.

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org

Type of 
connection

On the 
World 
Wide Web

Name of website

Domain

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org/


The domain ending

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org

The domain can tell you a little bit about who runs 
the website.   

.com = commercial

.org = non-profit organization

.edu = college/university

.gov = federal government

http://www.oswegopubliclibrary.org/


More on addresses

• Addresses are also called URLs: Uniform 
Resource Locators.

• People and businesses pay to use the 
addresses (prices start at $10/year).

• Addresses usually have something to do with 
the subject of the website or the 
person/group running the website.



Using the Internet: Web addresses



Try it!

• On your computer, double-click on 
the Internet Explorer icon.

• Point to the web address.



Going places

• The easiest way to visit a website is to type its 
address into the address bar, then hit 
enter/return.

• You can also search for a website’s address or 
save an address as a favorite or bookmark.   
We’ll talk about how to do both of those 
things later.



A little intro…

• “Browser basics” from 
http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internet101

• After we watch the video, we’ll go over it 
again, so save your questions – we’ll practice 
and go through all of this together.

http://www.gcflearnfree.org/internet101


Parts of a web browser Close 
Tells the browser that 
you are done using it.

Maximize
Maximize tells the 
browser window to 
fill up your whole 
screen.  

Minimize
Sends the window 
down to the left 
corner.

Restore
If the browser 
window is 
maximized, restore
tells it to leave room 
for other windows 
on your screen.  



QuickTime™ and a
None decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Parts of a web browser
Title bar
Lists the name of 

the open page 

and the name of 

the program you 

are using to view 

it.

Progress bar

Tells you if the 

page is still 

loading.  If you 

float over a 

link, this bar 

will tell you 

where that link 

will take you if 

you click it.

Command bar

List s selection of actions that can be 

taken inside the web browser. 



Title Bar

• The title bar tells you the title of the web 
page you are viewing and the name of 
the program you are using to view it.

• If your browser window is not maximized, 
you can click and drag the title page to 
move the window around on your screen.



Address Bar

• The address bar has (of course) the 
address, but it also includes other 
buttons.  

• The refresh button reloads your page. 



Address Bar, continued

•Back and forward buttons move you 
through the pages you have already visited.
•The stop button lets you halt a page that is 
loading (if you’ve made a typo, for example).



Command bar

The command bar offers you actions you 
might want to take using your browser 
window.



Command bar: the home button

The home button takes you to the default
web page.  Here at the library, the home page 
is the library’s website or catalog.  You can set 
the home page to be any page you’d like.  



Search bar

The search bar offers you instant access to a search 
engine, where you can type in a word or group of 
words to find something on the web.  Here, I 
searched for “mouse practice” to find web pages 
offering practice using the mouse to the students 
in my intro to computers course.  



Progress bar

• The progress bar is at the BOTTOM of your 
browser window.  

• Progress: When a page is loading, the bottom 
left will read “waiting” or “done.”  Green bars 
show you loading progress.

• Links:  If you float over a link, the destination 
will appear on the bottom left.



Progress bar: Zoom & Mode

• The bottom right percentage lets you zoom 
in and out of the page (use the drop-down 
arrow).

• The bar also includes your security mode.  
The little padlock with the curved arrow lets 
you change this option.



Parts of a web browser
1 2

4
5

3



Moving from page to page on the Internet can be done in several ways. 
One way is to type the web address in the address bar.

Type a URL 

(Web address) 

into the address 

bar and press 

the enter key.

Hint: 
Remember 
that you can 
change text by 
clicking and 
dragging to 
highlight it, then
typing new text 
to replace it. 

Move Around on the Internet



Clicking the Back and Forward buttons lets you to move between pages 
you have accessed recently.

Back

Forward

Move Around on the Internet



Move Around on the Internet
If your cursor changes to a pointing hand when passing over something, that indicates a 
hyperlink (also just called a “link”). Hyperlinks lead to other pages or windows. 



Try it!

• Move your cursor  around the Oswego Public 
Library web page until you see a hand appear.  
Click it!

• Use the Back button to return to the previous 
page. 

• Try clicking elsewhere on the website.

• After you’re done exploring, hit the “home” 
button to return to the main page.



Practice

• Open Internet Explorer, if you haven’t already.

• Click on the address bar.

• The text in the address bar should be 
highlighted in blue.  If it isn’t, you’ll need to 
highlight it.

• Type: weather.com and hit return or the “go” 
button.



Changing your home page

1. Type the page you would like to make your 
home page into your address bar and hit enter 
or “go.” 

2. Click the small arrow next to the home button.

3. Select “Add or Change Home Page.”



Changing your home page

4. When the pop-up menu asks you if you 
would like to change your home page, select 
the top button and click “Yes.”



Try it!

• Make weather.com your home page.
• Click the home button to make sure that 

you successfully changed your home page.  



Adding a favorite

• As you use the internet, you will discover 
some websites that you would like to 
visit regularly – your favorites.

• All web browsers have an option to 
“bookmark” or “favorite” a website that 
you would like to access easily.



Add a website to your Favorites

Updated from LVA New Jersey, Logon & Learn: The Internet



Don’t have that button?

Just click the 
Favorites button.  
It will give you an 
option to “Add to 
Favorites.”



Try it!

1. Type 
gcflearnfree.org 
into your address 
bar.

2. Make it a favorite.
3. Click the favorites 

button to see if 
Learn Free 
appears on your 
favorites list.



Using the Internet: Tabs and Windows



Using tabs

• If you would like to keep more than one page 
open, you can use tabs.

• For example, if you're reading an email 
message that has a link in it, you can open the 
link in a new tab to look at after you have 
finished reading the message. 



Opening a new tab: right click the link



Using the Internet: Tabs and Windows

Your first 
location 
is still 
open, so 
you can 
click 
between 
two  
web 
pages 
easily.



Practice

• You should still be at Learn Free.  We’re going 
to keep Learn Free open while we open 
another tab.

• Click on the “new tab” option.

• Click the “home” button to open your            
home page.



Click on the tabs to switch between pages.  
Tabs make it easy to work on one task –
such as practicing your computer skills –
while easily keeping track of your email, 
the weather, or searching for other 
information.  



You can close the tabs individually by 
clicking on the little x on each tab.  



You can close all tabs using the red x at the 
top right of the window. If you have more 
than one tab open, the browser will pop up 
a warning message asking you if you would 
really like to close all tabs.  Click “OK” to do 
so.  


