
1/15 

 

Joint Project Advisory Committee for Cool Communities & Advanced Surfaces: Kick-off Meeting 

Wednesday, March 24th, 2010 (1:00 pm – 2:00 pm PT) 

Organizers: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) & Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) 

Presenters: Hugo Destaillats (LBNL), Ronnen Levinson (LBNL), Haley Gilbert (LBNL) 

Attendees: ~ 24 participants  

Meeting Notes: 

 

Welcome and thank you to everyone for participating on the committee and on the call . This was the 
first meeting of the Joint Project Advisory Committee (JPAC) so the meeting was focused on reviewing 
both the Advanced Surfaces and Cool Communities projects. 
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Jay Golden (Arizona State University): The urban heat island is not only a daytime phenomenon but also 
occurs during the evenings.   
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This task is led by Haley Gilbert (LBNL).  

 

This task is led by Ronnen Levinson & Heng Pan (LBNL).  
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This task is led by Ronnen Levinson & Heng Pan (LBNL).  

 

This task is led by Haley Gilbert (LBNL). 
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This task is led by Haley Gilbert (LBNL). 

 

This task is led by Haley Gilbert (LBNL) and Tim Xu (LBNL). 
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This task is led by Shea Rose (University of West Georgia). 

 

This task is led by Riccardo Paolini (LBNL & Politecnico di Milano). 

Open Discussion and Questions on Cool Communities: 

Q: Renner Johnston (USGBC): Will there be any information presented on other environmental 
concerns/impacts/benefits of the cool roof products? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): We will review current and available information on the various roofing 
products but might limit our search and presentation to basic information.  However, please forward all 
resources. 

Q: Bill Dean (CalEPA): Is there already a base of knowledge of cool roofs among the public and building 
professionals?  
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A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): Yes. 

Q: Reed Hitckcock (ARMA): Will there be information presented on the various roofing material 
performance attributes (maintenance, leakage, durability, soiling, lifespan, etc.)? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL) & Haley Gilbert (LBNL): There will be some information presented to help 
consumers choose roofing products (reflectivity, mass, lifespan, etc.).  In addition, the Advanced 
Surfaces project is seeking to better understand the roofing material attributes. 

Q: Mark Palmer (San Francisco): Will any of the studies include beneficial health effects of cool(er) 
communities? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): In phase II of Cool Communities (FY2011-FY2013) we plan to detail the 
comprehensive benefits of heat island mitigation technologies. In addition, we will highlight previous 
research completed for the LA Basin regarding the reduction of smog-related health costs. 

Mark Palmer (San Francisco): This Healthy Development Measurement Tool developed by SF Dept. 
Public Health may be of value in the future health-related studies: http://www.thehdmt.org/. 
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This task is led by Mohamad Sleiman (LBNL) and Hugo Destaillats (LBNL). 

 

This task is led by Haley Gilbert (LBNL) and Mike Spears (LBNL). 
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This task is led by Hugo Destaillats (LBNL) and Haley Gilbert (LBNL). 

 

This task is led by Thomas Kirchstetter (LBNL) and Hugo Destaillats (LBNL). 
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This task is led by Paul Berdahl (LBNL) and Ronnen Levinson (LBNL). 

 

This task is led by Hugo Destaillats (LBNL) and Thomas Kirchstetter (LBNL). 
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This task is led by Ronnen Levinson (LBNL) and Paul Berdahl (LBNL). 

 

This task is led by Hugo Destaillats (LBNL) and Paul Berdahl (LBNL). 



14/15 

 

 

This task is led by Hugo Destaillats (LBNL). 

 

Open Discussion and Questions on Advanced Surfaces: 

Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): The main motivation for the project is to accelerate the lab to market process 
for cool roof materials.  

Q: Elaine Hebert (CEC): Will you all be studying green roofs? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): Not in phase one of the projects but possibly in phase two of Cool 
Communities.   

Q: Mark Palmer (San Francisco): Will you be working with nanomaterials? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL) & Hugo Destaillats (LBNL): Not in phase one but most likely in phase two of 
Advanced Surfaces. 
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Open Discussion and Questions on the Joint Project Advisory Committee: 

Q: Tyrone Wilson (PCA): How often are the meetings hosted? 

A: Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): There will be approximately two JPAC meetings per year.  However, if you 
would like to join the other Task Advisory Groups or the industry collaborative for more regular meeting 
updates, please contact Haley Gilbert. 

Q: Reed Hitchcock (ARMA): How will we be kept informed of project updates?  What will we be 
reviewing and when? 

A: Haley Gilbert (LBNL) & Ronnen Levinson (LBNL): The project websites will serve as the clearinghouse 
for all information (meetings, draft documents, staff contact information, etc.).  When we complete and 
upload new materials to the websites, we will send out an update for you to go online and visit.   

Questions for the Joint Project Advisory Committee from the project team: 

1. Are the project scopes appropriate and relevant to urban heat island mitigation? 

2. Are there significant topics that we have overlooked? If so, please specify. 

3. Are the project tasks headed in the right direction? 

4. Do you have suggestions on how to improve the focus of the project(s)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


