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Plans for the UK’s only inland freeport have taken a major step forward after an 
outline business case was submitted to the Government. 

The East Midlands Freeport would take in three key sites: East Midlands Airport 
and the industrial sites around it, the Ratcliffe on Soar power station site here in 
Rushcliffe, which is a due to be redeveloped after closing in 2025 and the 5.2 
million sq ft East Midlands Intermodal Park near the Toyota plant in Derbyshire. 

The document is part of the process that Government has designed to make all 
of the planned freeports in England operational as soon as possible and builds on 
the success of the initial East Midlands Freeport bid earlier this year. 

The technical information contained in the document includes analysis that 
demonstrates how the freeport will contribute around £8.4 billion to the East 
Midlands economy over the next 30 years alongside its potential to support and 
create around 55,000 jobs. 

The blueprint centres on the East Midlands Freeport’s unique strengths as the 
UK’s best-connected freeport, located at the heart of the nation’s advanced 
manufacturing and logistics economy, with plans to boost skills and accelerate 
the region’s commitment to cutting carbon emissions. 

The next stage of the development process will see further plans submitted in 
December with the ambition to make the freeport fully open for business by 
March next year.  



A wide range partners are behind the bid which is founded on strong public and 
private sector collaboration. 

Freeports are designed to attract major domestic and international investment - 
they allow places to carry out business inside a country’s land border but different 
customs rules apply. 

At a freeport, imports can enter with simplified customs documentation and 
without paying tariffs. Businesses operating inside designated areas in and 
around the port can manufacture goods using the imports and add value before 
exporting again, without ever facing the full tariffs or procedures. 

If the goods move out of the freeport into another part of the country, however, 
they have to go through the full import process, including paying any tariffs. 

The outline business case contains commercially sensitive information so 
remains confidential – but more information about the East Midlands Freeport 
can be found on its new website: www.emfreeport.com 

 

 

 

http://www.emfreeport.com/

