
  

  

Monday, June 15 

  

Last week’s meetings 

  

A reminder that you can catch up on last week’s meetings using our YouTube channel. Watch the Cabinet 

meeting or Planning Committee or read more on our website. 

  

Draft Statement of Accounts now available  

  
Our 2019/20 draft Statement of Accounts are now 

available to view on our website together with the 

Notice of Inspection here.  

  

The Accounts have been produced at a challenging 

time given COVID-19 and are certainly not as 

straight forward this year for the officers 

involved.   

  

The intention is that the Accounts will be 

presented to September Governance Group once the audit is complete. The Financial Outturn report which 

supports the Accounts will be presented at July’s Cabinet meeting. 

  

Clifton Bridge update 

  

Please find attached to this email the most recent 

update from Highways England on the essentials 

works taking place on the A52 Clifton Bridge.  

  

As part of the necessary works, scaffolding will be 

erected underneath the bridge, meaning Clifton 

Lane will be reduced to two running lanes 

(normally four), with traffic running in one lane in 

each direction from 6am on Sunday, June 21. 

  

Motorists are encouraged to leave extra times for 

their journeys from this date.  

  

Please email media@rushcliffe.gov.uk if you have any difficulties accessing the attached update.  

  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChtM7E50y9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ChtM7E50y9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5gTuG6fQe4
https://democracy.rushcliffe.gov.uk/mgCalendarMonthView.aspx?GL=1&bcr=1
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/annualaccounts/
mailto:media@rushcliffe.gov.uk


Bin your rubbish and eat and drink responsibly in West Bridgford 

  

Visitors to West Bridgford town centre, parks and 

open spaces should always bin their rubbish and 

be mindful to eat and drink responsibly in line with 

local rules. 

  

Alongside Nottinghamshire Police, we’re reminding 

all that a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is 

in operation for everyone’s benefit. 

  

It means park users and town centre visitors must 

give up alcohol when asked to do so by an official 

and failure to comply can lead to a fixed penalty 

notice or prosecution at court and a fine of up to 

£1,000. 

  

Outlets in the town that are currently licensed to serve food and drink as takeaways are joining the calls 

with prominent signage at their premises reminding customers to follow the guidelines. 

  

Rushcliffe Neighbourhood Policing Inspector Craig Berry, of Nottinghamshire Police, said: “We carry out 

regular patrols of our public open spaces - in particular West Bridgford Town Centre, Bridgford Road, 

Central Avenue and Bridgford Park - in response to recent issues with street drinking and people gathering 

in parks drinking alcohol. 

  

“West Bridgford Town Centre and surrounding parks are covered by the PSPO which is designed to prevent 

the consumption of alcohol in designated public open spaces to deter anti-social behaviour. 

  

“We are supporting our partners and local stakeholders by engaging with people, explaining and 

encouraging people to adhere with the PSPO order. 

  

“In most cases this approach is effective but there is a power to confiscate alcohol and to issue fixed 

penalty notices where people don’t heed the advice or cause persistent problems.” 

  

The Council’s Environmental Health and Licensing teams and Police are continuing unannounced high-

profile visits to all licensed premises in the town to further check arrangements in line with their current 

licences. 

  

Our Portfolio Holder Community for Environment and Safety Cllr Rob Inglis said: “We know the vast 

majority of our residents and park users always enjoy the town centre and our parks and open spaces 

responsibly but the message is clear that PSPO rules must be followed. 

  

“We’re ensuring increased patrols at Bridgford Park are maintained and we’ve taken the additional step of 

ensuring security officials are on duty at peak times for extra reassurance. 

  

 “High volumes of litter were left across Bridgford Park and Bridge Field in West Bridgford on occasions last 

month mirroring an unfortunate picture at many similar venues locally and nationally and this was totally 

unacceptable. 

  

 “We now have extra temporary yellow event bins in place and Streetwise teams will continue their regular 

clearance of bins across the park and town centre. 

  

“Bin your rubbish responsibly or take it home and follow social distancing guidelines. 

  



“Toilets at the park adjacent to Al Fresco continue to be open and further temporary toilets are now 

available in Bridge Field with extra cleaning schedules in place.” 

  

Park users and town centre visitors are advised to approach officials or call 101 should they need to raise 

any issues.  

  

Leader praises 16-year-old entrepreneur for expanding business 

  

A 16-year-old entrepreneur has been praised for his 

ingenuity in starting up his own gardening business 

and building a trailer out of an old shopping trolley 

so he could expand his enterprise. 

  

Our Leader, Cllr Simon Robinson, said Mack Thomas 

from West Bridgford is an inspiration to businesses 

across the Borough as many reopen for the way he 

has adapted his business to widen his customer 

base. 

  

In recognition of the current COVID-19 pandemic, 

he has even adapted to ensure customers can 

choose contactless payment options where preferred and is continuing to practice social distancing as 

necessary. 

  

Cllr Robinson said: “Mack should be congratulated for what he has achieved from scratch with his business. 

He is a great example of so many local business owners across Rushcliffe who are innovating so effectively 

in light of COVID and tackling what we face head on. 

  

“It’s a hugely challenging time for businesses currently and we are committed to helping all wherever we 

can, be it through central government grants, signposts to advice and guidance on how to reopen securely 

or just how business owners can expand their network of contacts. 

  

“I wish Mack all the very best for the future and have no doubt we will be hearing more about his success 

in the years to come.” 

  

Mack said: “I’m really pleased with the progress I’ve been able to make with the support of customers 

across Rushcliffe and I’d encourage everyone to keep following the COVID guidelines.” 

  

Any business owners seeking advice or in need of support as they look to reopen are encouraged to visit 

our website to explore the range of resources and information available. 

  

  

  

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/business/coronavirus-businesssupport/#d.en.53054


Sutton Bonington ward councillor vacancy 

  

Group Leaders were informed last week 

that Cllr Ron Hetherington resigned from 

his position as Councillor for Sutton 

Bonington ward. 

  

Ron has undertaken 17 years of public 

service at the Council representing both 

East Leake and Sutton Bonington wards.  

  

He spent several years on the Cabinet, and 

also became Mayor in 2015 when his late 

wife Glynnis ably assisted him as both Mayor’s consort and his Chaplain. Councillors and officers alike will 

miss him and wish him all the best for the future.  

  

In the situation we would advertise the vacancy on the website and a by-election will be held if requested 

by two residents.  

  

In the current circumstances, the by-election can be requested, but we cannot hold it until May 6, 2021 

unless governments advises of changes to the relevant acts are reviewed before that date.  

  

If no by-election is requested, the seat will remain vacant until the next ordinary election in May 2023.  

  

A by-election can be requested at any point from 6 May 2021 to October 2022. If there is less than 6 

months left before the next ordinary election, a by-election is not held. 

  

We will therefore have a vacant seat on the Council, but it is designated as a vacant conservative seat until 

an election is held.  

  

This vacancy does not therefore affect the calculations of the seats allocated for meeting places. The 

residents of Sutton Bonington will be represented by the Leader of the Council supported by the Cabinet in 

the interim period.  

  

Our Chief Executive Kath Marriott will be writing to the Parish Council to explain this update. 

  

Town and Parish Forum 

A reminder that the next Town and Parish forum takes place 

virtually on June 18, from 10am to 12pm.  

Included on the agenda is: 

 10am – Welcome 

Cllr Debbie Mason 

 10.05am – Update from the Leader 

Cllr Simon Robinson 

  

 10.40am - Where we are now? Re-opening services and capturing the positives 

Kath Marriott, Chief Executive 

 11am – Comfort break 



 11.05am - Economic Development – The impact Covid-19 is having on communities 

Catherine Evans, Economic Growth Manager 

 11.25am - Community Case Studies – Showcasing how Parish Councils’ local volunteers 

have pulled together to support their communities 

Margaret Curran, Bradmore Parish Council and Jo Spencer, Radcliffe on Trent Parish Council 

 11.45am – Questions and answers 

 12pm – Close 

Further details on how to join the meeting using Zoom will be released in due course.  

 

 

High street businesses welcome back customers with five secure steps 
In recent weeks, our teams have been connecting 

with businesses across the Borough to offer 
support and encourage further premises to review 
their plans for reopening, in line with Central 

Government advice, ensuring they’re considering 
the steps needed to open securely. 
  
In particular, we’re joining calls for businesses to 

follow important tasks to be completed before 
they reopen alongside fellow non-essential 
retailers. 
  
Once completed, businesses can display the ‘five 
steps to safer working together’ poster, which lists 

the pledges they have made to themselves, their employees and their customers as part of their process to 
reopen responsibly. 
  
This includes undertaking a COVID-19 assessment, introducing appropriate cleaning, handwashing and 
hygiene procedures in line with Government guidance and taking reasonable steps to help people work 
from home. 
  
Business owners must also have taken steps to help maintain social distancing in the workplace and have 
prepared practical methods of managing the transmission risk where this is not possible. 
  
Our Portfolio Holder for Business and Transformation Councillor Andy Edyvean has been joining officers 
from the Economic Growth team to engage with hardworking business owners through webinars and in 

person to see how businesses are adapting to take the necessary steps to reopen. 
  
He said: “During this exceptionally challenging period, we’re looking to support local business owners 

across the Borough wherever possible and we’ve been delighted to hear of the plans many are already 
putting place to open as securely as possible. 
  
“As many businesses in our towns and villages look to reopen, we urge them to ensure they do so 
responsibly and with a keen awareness for the current guidelines that will work to protect them and their 
customers. 
  
“Business which have already completed their five steps towards reopening can reassure their customers 
that they are taking all the necessary precautions to welcome them back with the relevant procedures in 
place. 
  
“We encourage anyone with uncertainties about the requirements on their business at this time to visit 
www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/businesscoronavirus and read more about the steps they should be taking 

http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/businesscoronavirus


before reopening and explore the wide array of support, guidance and practical advice currently available 
for businesses.” 
  
Our teams are visiting retail centres this week to offer further support to businesses as they adapt to any 
necessary changes to their arrangements. 

Rushcliffe businesses signposted to online grant finder  

 We’re signposting businesses to a new online grant 

finder to help them search and secure funding and 
guidance during COVID-19.   
The online Open 4 Business portal can help small 
and medium businesses to quickly and easily search 

for the funding and grants which apply to their 
individual circumstances. 
Regularly updated with new local and regional 

funding announcements, the database operated by 
Open 4 Business allows business owners to search 
for support based on their industry, region or size. 
Rushcliffe businesses can also filter through results 
to find details on how to directly contact the 
organisations providing the appropriate funding, 

should they have any queries. 
To access the free portal and find the extensive list of search results and guidance, business owners will 
need to register online via the Open 4 Business website. 
Our Portfolio Holder for Finance and Contracts Councillor Gordon Moore said: “This online portal provides 
business owners across the Borough with the essential opportunity to find the right funding for them easily 
and efficiently. 
“COVID-19 has presented our local businesses with many unexpected challenges this year and we want to 
ensure they all access the support available to help them prepare for welcoming customers again in the 
near future.” 

  

 
  

Elite Sports Grant helps Cropwell Bishop athlete prepare for Kansas!  

  

Thanks to support from our Elite Sports Grant, one 

Rushcliffe resident is preparing to join Fort Hays State 

University (FHSU) in Kansas as the newest member of 

their ‘Tigers’ Athletics team!  

  

Cropwell Bishop’s Jacob Clark will be joining the 

university as part of their Track and Field Squad, 

competing in the pole vault with hopes of beating his 

personal best of 15’9” (4.80 meters).  

  

Jacob has relied on funding from the Elite Sports Grant to help purchase equipment that has enabled him 

to continue training at home during lockdown.  

  

Since starting pole vaulting in 2014, Jacob has had a focussed and determined journey to his successful 

placement at FHSU. His fantastic achievements along the way have included becoming the English Schools 

U17 Champion in 2018, U20 runner up in 2019 and similarly the English Athletics U17 champion in 2018 

and U20 runner up in 2019.  

  

http://www.idoxopen4business.co.uk/Rushcliffe


Now working hard to stay in good health for his relocation to America, Jacob is also looking forward to 

studying towards a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Geoscience at the university.  

  

He hopes that the additional sports equipment will mean he is in good shape to join the team in Kansas 

once lockdown restrictions are relaxed further. 

  

Thank you to Cllr Gordon Moore for alerting us to Jacob’s success and we wish him all the best for his 

future endeavours in America!  

  

The Elite Sports Grant is available to support a small number of athletes with a grant to alleviate some of 

the financial burden that competing at an elite level places upon individuals and families. For more 

information, please visit our sport webpages or email sportsdevelopment@rushcliffe.gov.uk  

  
  

Nottinghamshire Coronavirus Community Support Hub  

  
Nottinghamshire County Council are coordinating the 
Community Support Hub and they are continuing to work 

closely with all seven District and Borough Councils to 
further their COVID-19 Community and Support 
Volunteering Hub.  
  
Details are available on their website, which welcomes 
emails or phone calls from volunteers, as well as those 

seeking support for free between 8am to 6pm, Monday 
to Friday: 0300 500 8080.  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  
Applications for the COVID-19 Community Fund  

  
The County Council’s COVID-19 Community Fund is 

among the places that volunteer groups and 
community efforts should apply to for funding during 
the pandemic.  
  
To date, the fund has assisted 17 initiatives in the 
Borough, with over £51,000 distributed. 
  

Applications can be made on the Nottinghamshire County Council website.   
  
A reminder that Councillors’ Community Support Grants can also now be used to fund COVID-19 related 
projects. Please email media@rushcliffe.gov.uk with any queries.  
  
  

https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/leisure/sportsclubsandcentres/sport/funding/
mailto:sportsdevelopment@rushcliffe.gov.uk
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/care/coronavirus/nottinghamshire-coronavirus-community-support-hub
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-community/community-and-voluntary-sector/supporting-voluntary-sector/covid-19-community-fund
mailto:media@rushcliffe.gov.uk


 

  

Electoral canvass timetable outlined  

  

New measures for this year’s annual electoral canvass in response 

to coronavirus have been outlined.  

  

The Government will amend the final date for this year’s revised 

registers to be published, extending it from 1 December this year to 

February 2021. This will allow us and fellow councils more time to 

complete their canvassing and maintain the accuracy of their 

registers.  

  

We still prefer to publish on 1 December and will be working 

towards this date that but this fallback to the latter date will be used 

if required once the legislation is implemented. 

  

The Government will amend its Parliamentary Constituencies Bill to allow for the upcoming, independent 

boundary review to be based on data from a verified version of electoral registers from March 2020 and 

not from 1 December.  

  

This removes any risk of using data potentially affected by the impacts of coronavirus ensuring the review 

is based on the most accurate reflection of the UK electorate available.  

  

Compliments  

  

A resident emailed to give their thanks to our Licensing Officer Dave Roberts following his 
help with a query she had.  
  
She said: “Dave was really helpful with my licensing enquiry. Couldn't have been more informative and 

helpful if I am honest.“ 
  
Amy Gethings and colleagues in our Housing Team received the below comments after helping 

a resident to find accommodation.  
  
She said: “Thank you so much for sorting me out in my hour of need I really appreciate it, I know you will 

say it is your job, but without your help that day I don’t know what I would have done. 
  
“A big thank you to you and all housing officers at Rushcliffe.” 
  

  

All the latest information for residents is available at www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/coronavirus or 

over the phone on 0115 981 99 11. 
 

http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/coronavirus

