
impressive sight to see 650 plus commit-

ments posted on our tree;  commitments 

like, “I will invite lonely people to sit with 

me at lunch,” and “I will open the door for 

someone when their hands are full.” 

When everyone makes a commitment to 

kindness, all of the students at Ponderosa 

Middle School will be set up for success. 

Middle school can be a 

difficult time for many 

students.  It is a time of 

great change, both socio-

emotionally, as well as 

academically.  These dif-

ficult times are exagger-

ated when students are 

not nice to one another.  

This year at Ponderosa 

Middle School, our Up-

standers Club is helping 

students to be kind. 

The first task that our 

Upstanders Club took 

on was the creation of 

our “Kindness Tree”.  

Every student in our 

school made a commit-

ment to be kind, and they 

posted that commitment 

to our tree.  It is a very 

It is Cool to be Kind 
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Upcoming Events 
 

10/11 Ponderosa Mud Run 

10/13 X Country @ Flemming 

10/21  X Country @ Holmes Park 

10/21 Picture Re-Takes 

10/25 X Country District Meet @ 

 Colver Field 

10/25  Band Concert @ 7 pm 

10/27 Choir Concert @ 7 pm 

11/4 End of Q1—No School 
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The School Guardian Project is 

a pilot program starting at Pon-

derosa Middle School this 

year.  It is directed by a Citizen 

Advisory Board.  The project's 

main goals are to support Pon-

derosa Middle School by in-

creasing  positive communica-

tion between the school and 

community, organizing volun-

teers in the school, and support-

ing School Resource Officer 

time.   
 

As a board with members from all walks 

of life in the community, we welcome 

new members.   

If you would like to join us, or learn 

more about the School Guardian Project, 

you can contact: Rose 

Beardsley at: RMBeardsley@charter.net

 or call: 541-880-4262.  

The Ponderosa Kindness tree provided a visual 

reminder of the commitments that every student at 

Ponderosa made to be kind. 



Ponderosa Middle School is excited to 

welcomes nine new faculty members to 

our team this year.  This amount of turn-

over is sure to bring with it some new 

challenges, but we look forward to the 

possibilities that this influx of talent and 

new ideas will bring.   

 

This month we will highlight five of the 

nine newest members of our team.  Be 

sure to check back next month so that 

you can meet the remaining four. 

Let’s get to know the newest members of 

Bobcat Nation! 
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My love for education began while 

going to Oregon Institute of Technol-

ogy and working in a classroom in the 

America Reads program.  After OIT, I 

went to Southern Oregon University to 

get my Masters degree in Education.  I 

have been teaching at the Elementary 

level for 10 years.  I am excited for my 

new journey at Ponderosa, and to be 

able to inspire 6th graders.    

KACIE PALMER 

Hello! I am Lizzie Ovgard and I 

have been a teacher for 34 years, 

and have taught grades K-12!  I 

am now a  6th grade teacher here 

at Pondo, and I also coach track at 

KU! I  graduated from SOSC,

( now SOU) in 1982 and won the 

"Teacher of the Year" award!  I 

have been married 30+ years to 

Russ Ovgard, and we have 3 great 

boys!   I love to exercise, read, 

hunt and fish! My favorite activ-

ity is spending time with all of my 

boys! I attended Ponderosa as a 

junior higher, and am so excited 

to be back as a teacher! Go Bob-

cats!  

LIZ OVGARD 

A graduate of Montana State Uni-

versity in Bozeman, Montana, I am 

currently in my 13th year of teach-

ing here in Klamath Falls.  I teach 

Spanish and English Language De-

velopment and am the English Lan-

guage Coordinator for the Klamath 

Falls City Schools.  When not 

teaching, I enjoy spending time with 

my husband, Mr. Lonner, and our 

four kids.  I also love to play my 

flute, go for walks, and drink Dutch 

Bros. I am looking forward to work-

ing with the great staff at Ponderosa 

and to planting seeds for further 

cultural awareness and competence 

through language. 

 

VALLI LONNER 

I grew up in Central Oregon and at-

tended OIT, EOU and WOU where I 

earned my MAT.  I started my teach-

ing career with KCSD and later joined 

the Reynolds School District for 13 

years.  I’ve been in education for over 

20 years and I’m very happy to be 

here at Ponderosa.  I’m looking for-

ward to a great year with the Ponder-

osa family  

FRANCISCO RICO 

I graduated from Southern Oregon 

University with a Bachelor of Science 

in Music in 1994.  I also graduated 

from the American Band College di-

rector prep program in 1994.  I have 

taught music for 18 years.  I have 

taught elementary general music, be-

ginning band, beginning orchestra, 

middle school band, and high school 

band.  I also evaluate Master Degree 

students for Sam Houston University. 

I enjoy construction projects and 

woodworking in my spare time, as 

well as playing Marimba and drum set 

for local bands.  I am so excited to be 

at Ponderosa this year so that I can get 

to know the students more rather than 

having to rush out to get back to KU! 

DREW LANGLEY 


