
potential solution to a difficult prob-

lem. 

CPM lessons have students work in 

collaborative study teams to solve 

challenging problems.  The prob-

lems are non-routine and team wor-

thy.  They require strategic problem 

solving and collaboration.   Students 

are expected to justify their reason-

ing, communicate their thinking and 

generalize patterns. 

This way of learning math is differ-

ent for many and change sometimes 

brings frustration.  However, we are 

excited at the new learning opportuni-

ties this program has to offer. 

Klamath Falls City School stu-

dents are experiencing math in a 

very different way this year.  Pon-

derosa and Klamath Union High 

School adopted College Prepara-

tory Math (CPM) as our new 

math program, and students are 

learning how to have a 

“productive struggle” with math. 

CPM is a non-profit educational 

consortium made up of middle 

and high school math teachers as 

well as university professors that 

offer a complete mathematics pro-

gram designed to engage all stu-

dents in learning mathematics 

through problem solving, reason-

ing and communication.  Their 

belief is that math should not 

frustrate anyone to the point of 

giving up, but should beckon the 

learner with the challenge of a 

Solving the World’s Problems 

The Battle is ON 

Upcoming Events 
 

12/1-12/15   Canned Food Drive 

12/9     School Dance 

12/13      Band Concert @ 7 pm 

12/15     Choir/Orchestra @ 7 pm 

12/19—1/2   Holiday Break 
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Oregon Battle of the Books, or 

OBOB, is a statewide voluntary 

reading, motivation and compre-

hension program sponsored by the 

Oregon Association of School Li-

braries in conjunction with the Li-

brary Services and Technology Act 

Grant.   

OBOB participants compete in 

“battles” with  their classmates at 

the local level and with students 

from around the state as part of a 

regional competition.   Students are 

given a specific list of books that  

they are expected to read and discuss.  

Then, the battle begins.  These battles 

are Jeopardy style tournament games.  

The first level happens in individual 

schools.  Students in a school would 

practice battles amongst each other.  

Then, students compete in regional 

battles around the state.  Pondersosa 

students battle in region 5.  Winners at 

each region move on to the state com-

petition at Chemeketa Community 

College on April 8, 2017. 

For more information, please see Mrs. 

Strickland at Ponderosa. 

CPM, the new math program in KFCS, challenges stu-
dents to work together to solve challenging problems. 



Ponderosa Middle School is excited 

to welcome nine new faculty mem-

bers to our team this year.  This 

amount of turnover is sure to bring 

with it some new challenges, but we 

look forward to the possibilities that 

this influx of talent and new ideas 

will bring.   

 

This month we will highlight the 

four remaining new teachers.  

Let’s get to know the newest mem-

bers of Bobcat Nation! 
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I was born in Salem, Oregon but grew up 

on the coast. I went to Southwestern Ore-

gon Community College and graduated 

with an Associates Degree. From there I 

graduated from Western Oregon Univer-

sity with an Bachelor's Degree In Ele-

mentary Education.  After our children 

were grown, I went back to Southern 

Oregon University where I earned my 

Master's Degree in Special Education. 

My husband and I have lived in Klamath 

Falls for 30 years. I have taught pre-

school, private kindergarten, substitute 

taught for 15 years while I raised 4 chil-

dren. I have taught GOALS at Mazama 

and last year I taught 3rd grade at Mills.  

 

AMY MCCOOL 

I was born and raised in San Jose Califor-

nia.  I moved to Klamath Falls Oregon 

when I was 16, a year after my father 

passed away.  I am the oldest of five sib-

lings.  I am married (20 years) with three 

children of my own, and we adopted my 

youngest sibling (my sister) when she was 

ten.  My wife's name is Lisa, and my four 

kids are Elizabeth, Johnnie, Veronica, and 

Mikayla.  I love spending time with my 

family, going camping, playing games, 

watching movies, or just goofing 

around.  I am a huge 49ERS fan, and I 

have recently become a Warriors fan.  I 

have been coaching volleyball and basket-

ball for nine years, and I am currently the 

JV2 coach for both volleyball and girls 

basketball at KU.  I started out as a 2/3 

teacher at Pelican Elementary, and taught 

there for six years, but had the opportu-

nity to teach older grades at Mills, so 

moved there to teach 6th grade for a 

year.  I taught 6th for one year, then 

switched to 5th for three years after 

that.  I now teach 7th grade Health and 

7th grade Math Interventions.  I became a 

teacher because I had it rough as a kid, 

and want to help guide kids into better 

decision making and show them that there 

are people in this world who care and will 

always be there for them.  I went to high 

school at Klamath Union, but did not 

graduate.  I ended up getting my G.E.D. a 

few years after I should have graduated to 

become a manager at a restaurant.  After a 

few jobs, my wife and I decided to go to 

school to become teachers, and I gradu-

ated from OIT with my Bachelors in 

Communication with a minor degree in 

Psychology. Afterwards, I received my 

Masters of Arts in Teaching from SOU.  I 

am now currently working on getting cer-

tified for Health and PE, and hope to fin-

ish my career at Ponderosa Middle 

JOHN NAJAR 

Mr. Pratt was born and raised in Port-

land, Oregon.  He is the youngest of 

four siblings.  Steven attended Lewis 

& Clark College, in Portland, where 

he earned his Bachelor's degree in 

Political Science.  He intended to 

make his career working in politics, 

and he did so for several 

years.  However, he discovered 

teaching (long story), and found that 

he loved that even more.  Mr. Pratt 

earned his teaching license and Mas-

ter of Education degree at Azusa Pa-

cific University (in southern Califor-

nia), with a focus on secondary So-

cial Studies teaching.  Steven is the 

proud father of two wonderful teen-

agers.  He has taught in three differ-

ent countries and three U.S. states. 

He is very, very happy to be living in 

Klamath Falls and teaching at Pon-

derosa Middle School, and he hopes 

to be here for many years to come.  

 

STEVEN 

Lainee Meis 

began her 

teaching career 

in Monument Valley, UT, where she 

taught a variety of art classes.  After four 

years in Utah, she moved  to Montana, 

where she experienced a  variety of art 

adventures.  She created murals, taught 

private art classes and volunteered in 

several centers to support struggling chil-

dren and adults.  This past year, she took 

her talents abroad and taught art at an 

international school in Hanoi, Vietnam! 

Ms. Meis is teaching art, computer 

graphics and yearbook at Ponderosa. 

ELAINE(LAINEE) 

MEIS 


