
links at the Running 

Y.  While spending 

time at the golf course, 

Mr. Kallstrom realized 

that golf courses have 

lots and lots of pen-

cils! 

 

So, he decided to com-

bine his experiences 

and set out to solve the 

pencil problem.  Last 

year, Mr. Kallstrom 

sent letters to several 

golf courses 

and in no 

time, the 

pencils 

started 

flooding in. 

 

Sometimes, the best 

way to solve a problem 

is to simply make it go 

away!  That is the strat-

egy that Ponderosa 

teacher Adam Kall-

storm utilized in solv-

ing the problem of stu-

dents not bringing a 

pencil to class. 

During the Summer,  

Mr. Kallstom leaves the 

safe confines of Pon-

derosa and hits the 

This year, Mr. Kall-

strom added another 

layer to the project, and 

had students write the 

letters.  The success 

was even more incredi-

ble.  To date, Mr. Kall-

strom and his students 

have received over 

10,000 pencils.!  Here 

are some interesting 

facts about the pencil 

project: 

•  82 Letters sent 

• 33 Responses 

• Average Return of 317 

pencils 

• Victoria National GC in 

Indiana sent 2740 

• Students have received 

balls, hats, towels, 

scorecards etc. 

Birdies, Pars and Pencils 

Intramural Athletics Introduced at Ponderosa 

This year, Pondersosa 

Middle School has part-

nered with the 21st Cen-

tury Community Learn-

ing Centers grant (The 

after-school program) to 

provide an exciting op-

portunity for Ponderosa 

students.  Starting in the 

Fall, students had the op-

portunity to participate in 

intramural athletics.   

 

Volleyball was the 

first sport offered 

during the fall.  That 

was followed by a 

short Wrestling sea-

son.  Currently, girls 

basketball is on the 

agenda, and that will 

be followed shortly 

by boy’s basketball.  

Finally, during the 

Spring, Ponderosa 

students will have the 

opportunity to  

Upcoming Events 
 

1/26 Gold Card Sledding 

1/27  End of Semester 1 

2/ 3  DECA club at OIT 

2/8 Tdap Shot Clinic 

2/20 Presidents Day– No 
 School  

2/24 7th Grade to KCC 
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participate in softball and 

flag football.  

 

Ponderosa PE teacher Joel 

Woodley is coordinating 

the intramural program 

this year, and has lots of 

exciting things planned for 

our students.  If your stu-

dent is interested in par-

ticipated in intramurals 

they can sign up in the 

main office or see Mr. 

Woodley for details. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF GOOD 

ATTENDANCE 
One of the most important things your 

child can do to achieve academic success 

is also one of the most basic: going to 

school every day.  In fact, research has 

shown that your child's attendance record 

may be the biggest factor influencing his/

her academic success. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU 

DO? 

While having your stu-

dent in school every  

day may not be possi-

ble, there are certainly 

some things that we can 

do to help.   Some 

things to consider to 

reduce the number of days your stu-

dent misses include: 

• Help your child get to school 

on time every day.  

• Try to limit the amount of 

time that your child misses 

school due to medical ap-

pointments or illness.  

• Schedule family events with 

your child's school schedule 

in mind.  

• Check homework.  

• Locate potential sources of 

anxiety.  

• Plan ahead.  

• Promote good health 

• Create a restful environment.   

By making your child's school atten-

dance a priority, you will be tak-

ing an important step in support-

ing your child's school success, 

and setting a good example.  

 

 

Attendance matters.  

Every day counts! 
 

pay  some fees.   

Another great feature 

of the SIS portal is 

that it is organized by 

family.  So, if you 

have more than one 

student in the city 

school district, it is 

simple to toggle back 

and forth from student 

to student.   

As we know, middle 

school students are not 

always  the best com-

municators.  When 

you ask them how 

things are going, they 

are likely to simply 

say, “Fine!”  By keep-

ing up with the SIS 

portal, parents and 

guardians can make 

sure that everything 

truly is Fine! 

information about 

grades and attendance.  

You can also see the 

balance on your stu-

dent’s meal account.  

Further, you can 

see any assign-

ments that might 

be coming up as 

well as class 

announcements.  

You can even 
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SIS Portal Helps Families Stay Connected 

Every Student , Every Day 

 

WEB Leaders Help Sixth Grade 

WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) 

is a student ambassador program 

that is in its second year at Ponder-

osa Middle School.  Nancy Rupp 

and Kurt Lonner are the program 

advisors. 

 

WEB leaders, who are primarily 

8th grade students, focus on help-

ing 6th graders transition to middle 

school.  At the beginning of the  

school year, WEB leaders fo-

cused on 6th grade orientation.  

They planned events and activi-

ties to help our new bobcats feel 

welcome at Ponderosa.  Since 

that time, the focus has shifted 

to help 6th graders be success-

ful.   

 

A new addition to our WEB 

program is “Fun Friday”.   

On Fridays, WEB leaders attend 

6th grade classes to provide tutor-

ing for students who need to catch 

up or need extra help.  The also 

plan games and activities for those 

students who are all caught up on 

their work.  

 

With the help of our WEB leaders, 

6th graders are feeling welcome 

and successful! 

Have you had a chance to check 

out the new SIS Family Portal at 

the City School Website? If not, it 

is worth taking a look.   

From the portal, you can get  


