
Book Exhibit Overview 
Project Timeline 
 
W1 Jan 22 W2 Jan 

29 
W4 Feb 12 W8 Mar 12 W12 Apr 16 W14 

April 30 
W15 
May 7 

W16 
FRIDAY 
May 12 

Select title 
Order 
bibliographies 
of author’s 
work 
Speak to the 
Prof about 
your 
selection. 
Post info on 
BB & course 
site 

Write 
proposal 
for 
Exhibit  

Description 
first 
edition due

Description 
second and 
third 
editions 
due 

Descriptions 
digital 
editions due

Edit 
webpage. 
Post 
podcast 

Review 
other 
students’ 
pages 

Final 
paper / 
diary of 
exhibit 
due 

2 points 3 pts 5 pts 5 pts 5 pts 5 pts  5 pts 
 
Virtual Exhibit of a Book (30 points) This semester you will be studying a book, so pick an author 
from the list who intrigues you. This project will familiarize students with specialized research tools and 
techniques utilized by Rare Book Librarians and to learn to identify various editions of same title.  
 
The finished project will be a virtual exhibition about your author and his or her work. You want to make 
your exhibit interesting and thought provoking so visitors (your fellow classmates) want to read the book 
and study the author. This project takes time and is detail oriented. Don’t’ leave your exhibit on the wiki 
to the last minute. This is your exhibit so be creative. No two exhibits need to be the same in look and 
feel, but they need to contain the same elements. 
Post your work for the class to see on the course website https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-
books-spring-2017/    
 

 WEEK 1  
o Select a title to research,– full bibliographic citation, transcription of title page, and 

image of title page due Week 1 – Jan 22. Post in BB and on the course website 
https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-spring-2017/  

o Speak to the Prof about your selection 
https://docs.google.com/a/kent.edu/spreadsheets/d/1nnnXIee5juvgdlqPVeLt38oWJihJ2b
xFo251n0d_iac/edit?usp=sharing 

o ORDER BIBLIOGRAPHIES After you select a title you wish to study, order 
bibliographies of that authors’ work. Search the catalog under Subject: author’s last 
name, first name. Look for entries marked: BIBLIOGRAPHY. If there aren’t any, check 
OHIOLINK. You’ll want a variety of bibliographies. Make note of libraries where 
bibliographies are available but don’t circulate.  

 Proposal for exhibit of your author’s work; include significance of author, significance of the 
particular work, bibliographies and works about the author due Week 2 – Jan 29 
https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-spring-2017/  

 Analytic Bibliography and Description of Five Edition [instructions below] (submitted in 
BB and posted on website https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-spring-2017/ 
throughout the semester – see syllabus for dates) work with modern (1750-1923) books 
and build descriptive analysis skills starting with descriptive bibliographic analysis and 
biographical sketches and ending with bibliographic essays. This exercise will familiarize students 
with specialized research tools and techniques utilized by Rare Book Librarians. Students will 



work with one title in five different editions or formats; three in print form, two in digital form (in 
Text and HTML). The first edition is due Week 4 Feb 12, Editions 2 & 3 due Week 8 March 
12, Digital editions due Week 12 April 16. All assignments submitted in BB and on the 
website https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-spring-2017/  

 Virtual Exhibit and 5 minute video podcast Due Week 14 April 30. Exhibits will include a 
description of their books, the history of each book and its subsequent printings, and why 
researchers would study it.  

o Oral Presentation or Video Podcast (due Week 14 April 30) is an opportunity to talk 
about the importance of your book and about your experience. Please limit your podcast 
to 5 minutes. Use Screen Cast-O-Matic http://www.screencast-o-
matic.com/screen_recorder or another free video program to record yourself, or just use 
a digital recorder and post a link to an MP3 file on BB and in the assignment box. The 
exhibit will be posted on the website https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-
spring-2017/ Students will view exhibits and post comments about 10 exhibits 
during Week 15 Due by May 7. 

 Final submission of project Due Week 16 FRIDAY May 12, 2017 will be a running 
dialogue of what you did, what you learned, significance of the author’s work, and how the 
project turned out. Your final paper should incorporate comments about your exhibition provided 
by your fellow students  

Project points breakdown: 
Title selection, Meeting with Prof., and Proposal 5 points; 5 editions – 3print, 2 digital 15 points; Exhibit 
with podcast 5 points, a Final Essay or diary that describes your exploration of the book and the 
exhibition process 5 points. You may resubmit any part of your exhibition to BB when you revise the 
material. 
 
Examples of book exhibits: 

 Scholar, Courtier, Magician: The Lost Library of John Dee at the Royal College of Physicians.” 
https://youtu.be/3TH5AwZEx3g  

 “Cataloging of All 1th Century Books by Athanasius Kircher Complete!” Echoes from the Vault: 
Special Collections of the University of St. Andrews 
http://standrewsrarebooks.wordpress.com/2014/06/03/cataloguing-of-all-17th-century-books-by-
athanasius-kircher-complete/  

 James Fenimore Cooper: Shadow and Substance. From the Collections of the American 
Antiquarian Society (A great example which is much more sophisticated that I expect for this 
semester long project.) http://www.americanantiquarian.org/JFCooper/  

 Here’s an article the traces the publishing history of a book: Dunlap, David W. "A History of New 
York Has Its Own Compelling Past." NYTimes (Oct 28, 2015): http://nyti.ms/1OXMlow 

 
Post your virtual exhibit of your book on the wiki https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-spring-

2017/  AND you submit each part in the appropriate assignment box.   
 
This project takes time and is detail oriented. Don’t’ leave your exhibit on the wiki to the last minute. This 

is your exhibit so be creative. No two exhibits need to be the same in look and feel, but they 
need to contain the same elements. 

 
NOTE: Pay attention to copyright laws. Any images on the website must be in the public 

domain (pre 1923), otherwise, include links to the images. 
  



 
 

INSTRUCTIONS for the print and digital editions for your exhibit: 
  
For the first edition you select: 

1. Describe one book based on the descriptive bibliographic information you have learned so far. 
2. Try to collate the book. 
3. Write a ½ page biographical sketch of the author use at least three sources.  Do not forget to 

look for biographical information about your author in bibliographies. 
4. Cite 5 important books by this author and their first and most current publication information  
5. Find 3-5 bibliographies about this author’s works. Write a 3-5 sentence annotation for each 

bibliography. (How is the bibliography arranged, audience, what types of researchers 
would benefit from this bibliography, usefulness, scope) 

6. Find the edition of your work in the bibliographies you located. How does the 
description of the edition in the bibliography differ from the copy in your hand? 

7. Find 3-5 articles about this authors work. Write a 3-5 sentence annotation for each article. (A 
Short summary followed by Audience, what types of researchers would benefit from 
this bibliography, usefulness, scope) 

8. You MUST include copies of the title pages and frontispiece if present. 
 
Find two more print editions – preferably 50 years apart. Look at the various editions 

and find some interesting printings, look at a first edition of your book, illustrated 
copies or abridged copies of a younger audience. 

Repeat steps 1 and 2 above. 
 
Each entry should contain the following elements: 

 A verbatim transcription of the title page 
 Notes as to variations on the half title page 
 Collation pattern  
 Information about other materials in that title, such as illustrations, preliminaries, and 

irregularities. 
 Describe the differences and similarities between original book you selected and the two newer / 

older the editions. (minimum 500 words) 
 You MUST include copies of the title pages. 

 
Now find two different types of digital editions.  
One should be plain text (ASCII) such as those at Project Gutenberg or Internet Archive 
One should be PDF or some other digital format such as those in Google Books, Turning the Pages, Hathi 

Trust or on some other digital e-book server. 
  
Try to collate the digital editions according to the instructions above. 

 Discuss how the editions, print and digital, are similar and different. (minimum 1000 words) You 
may refer to articles we have read and the webcasts.  

 How hard is it to collate the digital edition?  
 What is missing?  
 How would you improve or change the digital format? 
 Which would you rather read or use for research purposes? 
 You MUST include copies of the title pages. 

 



Post your virtual exhibit of your book on the website https://sites.google.com/a/kent.edu/rare-books-
spring-2017/ AND you submit each part in the appropriate assignment box.   

 
This project takes time and is detail oriented. Don’t’ leave your exhibit on the wiki to the last minute. This 

is your exhibit so be creative. No two exhibits need to be the same in look and feel, but they 
need to contain the same elements. 

 
NOTE: Pay attention to copyright laws. Any images on the website must be in the public 

domain (pre 1923), otherwise, include links to the images. 


