
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
September 14, 2016 

  
 The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Joint School District #391 was held in the 
conference room of the District Office on September 14, 2016.  Board members present were Art 
Krulitz, Todd Sheppard, Sam Gibbons, and Carolyn Turner by speaker phone.  Also present were 
Superintendent Woodford, Clerk Rinaldi, and others as listed on the attached register. 
 
 Chairman Krulitz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the meeting in the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
 Chairman Krulitz asked for approval of the current consent agenda.  A motion was made 
by Todd Sheppard, seconded by Sam Gibbons to approve the consent agenda.  All in favor the 
motion carried. 
  
 Chairman Krulitz stated that we had two qualified individuals who applied for and were 
interviewed for the Trustee Zone 2 position.  A motion was made by Todd Sheppard, seconded by 
Art Krulitz to appoint Bonnie Farmin as Trustee.  A motion was made by Sam Gibbons, seconded 
by Carolyn Turner to appoint Sarah Still as Trustee. The board members were informed that they 
could not have 2 motions on the table at the same time.  There was an impasse.  The motions were 
tabled at this time with a future meeting to discuss trustees. 
 
 Clerk Rinaldi stated that the June Budget report she provided is still not complete.  She 
was waiting for final journal entries from Tony Matson.  The ending fund balance was higher than 
predicted due to better tax collections and the E-Rate reimbursement that had previously been 
coded to the Federal Forest Fund.  The expenditure for technology was increased due to the same 
E-Rate eligible services moved to the General Fund.  Tony Matson will be present at the October 
Board meeting to present the 2015-2016 Annual Financial Report.  He is also available for a 
workshop with the board at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular meeting. 
 
 A recommendation was made by Todd Sheppard to approve August bills paid in the 
amount of $547,023.25.   A motion was made by Todd Sheppard, seconded by Sam Gibbons to 
approve the bills as recommended.  All in favor the motion carried. 
 
 Tim Etherton, Maintenance Supervisor, was present to discuss his written report.  He 
brought to the board a proposal from Knife River to use school property for construction staging 
areas.  He is not asking for the proposal to be approved tonight but to be able to work with them 
for a proposal and have our attorney review it before it is approved.  Some of the materials would 
include pipes and other construction materials.  We want to make sure that we are not liable for 
some issues, etc.  A motion was made by Sam Gibbons, seconded by Todd Sheppard to approve 
the use of the field below the high school by Knife River for the road project.  All in favor the 
motion carried. 
 
 Tim Etherton then discussed the request from Blackhawk Exploration LLC to have access 
to one of two sites to conduct a limited diamond drill program of the mineralization associated 
with the property acquired from the Trust.  A motion was made by Todd Sheppard, seconded by 
Sam Gibbons to approve the drill site at Government Gulch for Blackhawk Exploration.  All in 
favor the motion carried. 



 
 Tim Etherton discussed some surplus vending machines.  He had investigated the price of 
like vending machines through eBay and found them to be worth less than $200.  A motion was 
made by Sam Gibbons, seconded by Todd Sheppard to dispose of surplus property vending 
machines in the best manner possible.  All in favor the motion carried. 
 

Nancy Larsen, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment was present to discuss 
her written report.  Nancy said that we currently have 40 homeless students.  She is following the 
law to provide services to these students.  An In-service was held before school to help teachers 
successfully use the new math series.  I-ready math will allow students to take an initial 
assessment to identify our students’ abilities so that teachers can better serve the needs of our 
students.  When teachers returned to work they had the opportunity for Milepost training, 
Teaching for Excellence, and technology training organized by Simon Miller.  Imagine Learning 
was provided for Title I paraprofessionals.  Upcoming events and the state testing schedule was 
provided by Nancy in her written report. 

 
Tina Karst, Special Education Director, was present to discuss her status report.  She 

discussed changes in personnel with some people who have left, two paraprofessionals who 
became teachers, and a change with a CNA.  She asked for any questions.  The number of students 
have remained the same at this time.  Tina was invited by the state director to attend a national 
conference at state expense.  Tina Karst asked the board to accept the special education manual 
changes.  Review of our program showed all 4’s which meet requirements.  A motion was made 
by Todd Sheppard, seconded by Sam Gibbons to approve the Special Education Manual changes 
adopted by the State Board of Education June 16, 2016 as noted.  All in favor the motion carried. 

 
Simon Miller, Technology Coordinator, was present to discuss his written report.  He 

complimented Nancy Larsen on the professional development opportunities that were provided for 
staff before school started.  Simon reminded everyone that with the data, data, data, that there are 
students behind those numbers.  He stated that Gwen Johnson is the person entering data and does 
a wonderful job. 

 
Chairman Krulitz asked the board to approve the resignation of Stefan Norris, elementary 

PE teacher, Jessica Towne, KHS para-educator, Amanda Olson, PES Para-educator, and Megan 
Jessup, Certified Nursing Assistant.  A motion was made by Sam Gibbons, seconded by Todd 
Sheppard to approve the resignations as recommended.  All in favor the motion carried. 

 
Chairman Krulitz recommended the board approve the hiring of Curtis Anderson, 

afternoon custodian, Torrie Stutzke, 7th grade volleyball coach, Callie Hegbloom, elementary PE, 
and contracts for service for Teresa Baillie and Nicole Lewis.  A motion was made by Sam 
Gibbons, seconded by Todd Sheppard to approve the hiring of personnel for the 2016-2017 school 
year as recommended.  All in favor the motion carried.  

 
Chairman Krulitz stated that Policy No. 771-Charging School Meals/Refund Meal 

Accounts has been reviewed by the Policy Committee and is being presented for a first reading.  
He asked the board for temporary approval of this policy so that it may go into effect immediately.  
It will be brought back for a second and final reading at the October Board meeting.  A motion 
was made by Sam Gibbons, seconded by Todd Sheppard to approve a first reading of Policy #771 



as presented and grant temporary approval so the policy may go into effect immediately.  All in 
favor the motion carried.   

 
Chairman Krulitz stated that there were twelve open enrollment requests.  A motion was 

made by Todd Sheppard, seconded by Sam Gibbons to approve the open enrollment requests as 
recommended by the building administrators.  All in favor the motion carried. 

 
Chairman Krulitz stated that on March 11, 2015 the board voted to close Sunnyside 

Elementary School for the 2015-2016 school year.  A recommendation has been made for the 
Sunnyside Elementary School to remain closed for the 2016-2017 school year while the board 
continues to explore and plan for future facility needs.  A motion was made by Todd Sheppard, 
seconded by Sam Gibbons to approve continued closure of Sunnyside Elementary School for the 
2016-2017 school year.  All in favor the motion carried. 

 
Chairman Krulitz said the Board of Trustees had discussed the District Vision and Mission 

Statements and board goals.  They tabled taking any action at this time 
 
There were no unscheduled delegations. 
 
Under miscellaneous business: Superintendent Woodford was excited to report that 

enrollment is up from the first week of school in 2015. 
 
The board packets included building site reports and building newsletter. 
 
Superintendent Woodford provided a Chain of Command outline for the board. 
 
Superintendent Woodford discussed the need to set time for Facility Forums and a special 

board meeting.  A survey will be sent out to set the time and date for the special meeting.  
Superintendent Woodford will contact the schools to set the forums on dates that don’t interfere 
with school activities. 

 
The board was asked to let Clerk Rinaldi know if they plan to attend the Fall ISBA 

meeting and/or the ISBA Annual Conference in November. 
 
Frances Galloway invited everyone to the Pinehurst Elementary Open House on September 

15th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Todd Sheppard, seconded by Sam Gibbons to adjourn the board 

meeting at 7:48 p.m. All in favor the motion carried. 
  

 
     __________________________________ 
     Clerk 
       
 
            

      __________________________________ 
     Board Chairman   


