
MOVING FORWARD IN PRAYER message from Rev Jonathan Edwards at 
Kegworth  September 12th 2010             

LUKE 10.38 – 11.13

Greetings from the Baptist Union, a family of over 2,000 churches and a 
family to which many of you belong.

This morning I want us to reflect on our priorities as Christians in Baptist 
Churches.

In becoming Gen Sec I am continually being asked - What is my priority?
But I wonder what’s your priority? For you too as you look forward as a 
Church from this 250 anniversary it’s a vital question.

LET’S LOOK AT THE COUNTRY FOR A MOMENT …

From a Baptist perspective we have over 2,000 churches in membership of
BUGB, that's about 140,000 members and we have contact with a fairly 
similar number of children and young people. This is a total community size
of about a third of a million people.

What’s our priority as we look at the years ahead?

 More converts?
 More baptisms?
 More members?
 More churches planted?
 More justice in our world?

All of the above, but PRAYER NEEDS TO BE OUR PRIORITY, because it is only
in prayer that we can express and deepen our relationship with the Lord 
and everything turns on our relationship with him.

As individuals and as churches we are as strong as our prayer lives – and 
no stronger.

Remember Laodicaea, a town near Colossae, included within Paul's letter to the 
Colossians, countering the false doctrines that denied Christ's Godhood and in 
Revelations called neither hot nor cold, a church that is wealthy and 
requires nothing, this was a confident and apparently successful church 
but with Jesus on the outside.  It can happen.



The results of not being a praying church are terrifying, they are inward 
looking, self serving and evangelistically powerless – a church lacking in 
credibility and lacking in life.

And so I urge you to travel further on the journey of prayer.  If you look at 
Acts chapter 1 you will see that it is in the context of prayer that the Holy 
Spirit is born.

I will tell you my goal – it is that we the people of God might become 
PASSIONATE ABOUT PRAYER, that we should realize that this is the air we 
breathe, not a little fringe activity that you might like to dip into if you 
happen to have some spare time.

Let’s look through this fascinating passage from Luke’s gospel, a gospel in 
which the place of prayer is particularly highlighted.  

The context of Luke 10, the 72 disciples have been appointed by Jesus 
and sent to spread the Good News and Jesus explains the meaning of 
love through the parable of the Good Samaritan and that love is our 
mission

God calls us to be people of action, people who show his love to those in 
need and then we come to the famous and much abused story of Mary 
and Martha in the town of Bethany

You know the story so well Martha loved Jesus so much and was thrilled to
welcome him to her home. She was quite clear what her priority was – to 
provide the best hospitality possible.  So she gets to work and boy how she
worked!  This was clearly the priority – but did Mary see it.  I think not!  The 
tension is rising in the house.  There she is working so hard and Mary is 
skiving … just sitting at Jesus feet listening to his stories.  

She is full of righteous indignation … tell her to help me … she knew she 
was right.

See Jesus gentle and firm response …

She had missed the point.

So often that story is told in such a way as to suggest that there are two 
kinds of people – Marys and Marthas – and by the end of the talk you 
have to work out which you are.  The point is this Martha missed the point.

We are all called to sit still and to listen to Jesus – whoever you are.



We are all very different, some of us are naturally reflective, we find it easy
to sit down and to listen to Jesus.  But some of us are naturally action 
based, wanting to do things.

Whichever type we are, we are all called to SIT STILL and to listen to Jesus?

Is there room in your life to sit still and listen to Jesus?  For most of us that 
will simply not happen unless you are determined and disciplined.

Is there room in your church life to sit still and listen to Jesus?
There is an ever present danger of MARTHRITIS, of doing, but not listening

2) LIVE CLOSE TO THE LORD’S PRAYER

Having established that prayer is crucial the inevitable question is what 
should we pray?

This is the only prayer that Jesus gave his disciples so we need to take it 
very seriously.

It starts OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, this is about relationship. Some of us have 
great dad's, some not so great, but our Father in heaven is better than 
even those great dad's.

And if God is our Father then we are sisters and brothers with all Gods 
children, each one of us who has turned to Christ.

Prayer begins in worship. It says “may your name be hallowed” or 
respected and adored.

Longing for the Kingdom to come here to this place, here in Kegworth … 
“as it is in heaven”.

It’s an incredibly down to earth prayer …

Daily bread, don’t spiritualise this too much.  God is concerned about the 
provision of our daily food and drink.

Our struggle with sin …

The Lord’s prayer needs to check and to challenge all our praying.  It is so 
easy to get hooked on one aspect of praying.



Should we recite the Lord’s prayer?

Yes, so that is firmly in everyone’s mind.
But use it imaginatively so that it doesn’t become empty.

3) GOD IS ALWAYS GENEROUS

The teaching here is plain so long as you understand the nature of 
Rabbinic teaching – using parable that contrast what is right with what is 
wrong.

Visitors at midnight, in this parable we need to remember its Eastern 
setting, in this culture curtsey to a visitor in your house is paramount, 
providing food and drink is a requirement, but as the house owner has 
nothing in he requests help from his neighbour, however the neighbour is 
totally reluctant to help, he helps in the end because his neighbour is such
a flipping nuisance!!

That’s not our God!  Our God responds to all our prayers because of his 
never failing love for us.

Jesus says: Ask and you will receive – seek and you will find – knock and 
the door will be opened to you.

THE PERFECT FATHER is always longing to give his children the best.

4) WE NEED TO MOVE FORWARD IN PRAYER!

I am not knocking anything that is going on at the moment.  I praise the 
Lord for every opportunity that you already have for prayer in your 
church.

But you need to move forward – because prayer is about relationship and
your relationship with the Lord needs to grow.

You need a strategy, you need a plan, because your church will not 
move forward in prayer just because you happen to think it’s a good 
idea.

You need to
 identify your prayer encourager’s,  your prayer secretary, 

people with a special prayer ministry.
 Encourage appropriate prayer opportunities



 Have prayer meetings – it doesn’t matter when or where - 
Be imaginative. Consider:-
- Prayer cells 
- Prayer chains
- Prayer walks

 Make sure that prayer is put on the agenda regularly
 You as an individual need to move forward in prayer

Let’s face this honestly.  It’s easy talking about prayer … and we can all 
say the right things about prayer.  But when the rubber hits the road and 
we start to turn fine words into action I need to remind you that PRAYER IS 
HARD WORK and anyone who takes prayer seriously will discover that it’s 
a struggle, it will demand the best of you just like any other relationship.

Don’t feel that something has gone wrong if you are struggling in prayer, 
when I hear that someone is struggling in prayer I feel deeply 
encouraged.  Many, I think, have not got deep enough into prayer to 
have started the struggle.

Prayer is really very simple – it is about us opening ourselves up to Almighty
God – coming to him and saying that we love him and want to work in 
partnership with him.

He loves us as any Dad does as I love my children; Hannah, Thomas and 
Bethany

And remember – You are as strong as your prayer life and no stronger!

With all these things in mind you will not be surprised that my longing is 
that we as a Union, as churches, and as individuals should be before 
anything else PASSIONATE ABOUT PRAYER.
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