
 

The Great War was a war to end all wars, centred 

in Europe. It began on 28th July 1914 and lasted until 11th 

November 1918. It involved all the world's great powers of 

the time assembled in two opposing alliances: 

the Allies based on the Triple Entente of the Britain, France 

and Russia and the Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-

Hungary and Italy. Only after the onset of the 2nd World 

War did it take the name World War One. 

During the First World War tragic and horrific scenes were 

captured by soldier poets. These poets were on active 

service and fought, and in some cases died, on the front 

line.   

The poetry captures the feelings of those on the battlefield 

in a way that prose could not.  In some instances they were 

recorded as a few scribbled lines on a piece of note paper.   

The poems change over the period of engagement and 

become increasingly dark and brooding, as the war that 

‘would be over by Christmas’ dragged on for four long and 

brutal years.  These writers are now collectively known as 

‘The War Poets’. 

Wilfred Owen (18 March 1893 

–4 November 1918)  

His shocking, realistic war 

poetry on the horrors of the 

trenches and gas warfare.  His 

poems capture the true horror 

of the time. Much of his work 

was published posthumously. 

Siegfried Sassoon  

(8 September 1886 –          

1 September 1967)  

Decorated for bravery on the 

Western Front. His poetry 

both described the horrors of 

the trenches, and satirises 

the misguided leadership 

and futility of the offensives.   

Rupert Brooke  

((3 August 1887 – 23 April 

1915)  

Known for his idealistic war 

sonnets. He had previously 

been linked to the 

Bloomsbury group of artists 

and writers.   
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