
JEROME OPTIMIST SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION, INC. 
 

2017 SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The Jerome Optimist Club recognizes the value of higher education in the preparation of 
leaders for Idaho’s future.  This strong commitment to education includes the Jerome Optimist 
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. Scholarship Trust, which acknowledges individual achievement, 
citizenship, community awareness, and involvement and leadership.  Through generous 
donations – and fund raising projects held throughout the year – the Jerome Optimist Club 
strives to offer scholarships to deserving students every year. 
 

AWARD 
 
 This year the Jerome Optimist Club will award a total of two - $500 scholarships for 
graduating seniors.  Upon receiving enrollment verification from the recipient’s college or 
university, the Jerome Optimist Club will forward a check directly to the institution for credit 
toward the student’s account. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
 
Any graduating seniors who are enrolled at and graduate from either the Jerome High School in 
Jerome, ID or Valley High School in Hazelton, ID. 
 

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 
An elaborate presentation of the required material is not necessary; however, the quality of each 
application will be taken into consideration by the selection board.  Failure to follow the listed 
requirements may be grounds for disqualification.  The complete application must include, but is 
not limited to, the following: 
 

1. A statement of not more than 300 words, prepared by the applicant summarizing school 
and community activities and accomplishments.  The statement should also address itself 
to the applicant’s qualifications, goals, and objectives in his/her pursuit of higher 
education. 

2. School transcripts for the applicant’s course work from the ninth grade through the first 
semester of the senior year.  The transcripts must include courses taken, grades received, 
the rank of the applicant in his/her class, and must be signed by the proper school 
authorities. 

3. Comprehensive letters of recommendation (at least three but no more than five) 
describing the character, personality traits, academic achievement, and community 
involvement of the applicant.  Two of these letters must be from community leaders (not 
associated with the school and not related to the applicant) who have had an opportunity 
to personally observe the applicant’s character, industry, and purposefulness.  Those 
people from whom such letters are requested should be asked to limit their letters to one 
page. 

4. Finalists may be asked to submit to an oral interview. 



 
SELECTION OF RECIPIENTS 

 
 Recipients are chosen by a Selection Board composed of officers and members of the 
Jerome Optimist Club and non-club members representing the educational and business 
communities.  Community involvement, academics, demonstrated leadership, and financial need 
are the criteria by which applicants will be judged.  Selection of the recipients for 2017 will be 
made no later than May 8, 2017.  Recipients will be notified of the Selection Board’s decision. 
 

 
APPLICATION DEADLINE 

 
All applications must be turned into the high school counselor’s office no later than May 1, 2017, 
to qualify for a scholarship.  
 


