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There is a bunch of junk  
on your tables

& we are going to use the elements and 
principles of art to organize them into 

groups and compositions!
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But before the vocab, let’s 
practice

In groups at your tables rearrange the 
items on your paper to fit the prompt  

on the slides that follow…. 
*You do not need to use every object in 

every composition
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Arrange all objects  
in groups that make sense to you
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Arrange all objects  
from cutest to not cute



The Elements 
of Art 

!

 & Principles 
of Design

Perfect! Now let’s use…



The Elements of Art
The building blocks 
or ingredients of art.

Line

Shape
Form

Value

Color

Space
Texture



The Principles of Design
What we use to organize the 

Elements of Art 
or the tools to make art.

Balance

Variety

Unity

Scale/Proportion
Pattern

Rhythm
Movement

Emphasis

Contrast
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Element: Line- a mark with line and direction

Principle: Variety- The use of difference or change to 
increase the visual interest of a work

For Example if you combine the element line with the  
principle of variety you could make something like this:
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Arrange the objects in a spectrum 
of color or a color wheel

Element: Color- visual phenomenon occurring when light strikes an 
object and bounces back to your eye. Also called a hue 

 (Yellow, Orange, Red, Purple, Blue, Green)

Principle: Balance-The way the elements are arranged to create a feeling of 
stability or instability in a work. 
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Order the objects from biggest to 
smallest across your area

Principle: Scale- The relative size of one subject to another

Element: Form- any 3 Dimensional object
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Arrange the objects in a line of 
alternating textures

Principle: Pattern- Repetition of a design

Element: Texture- The surface quality or "feel" of an object, its 
smoothness, roughness, softness, etc. Textures may be actual or implied. 
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Order the flat objects in an order 
that implies some sort of action

Principle: Motion-How the work directs the viewer’s eye through a 
piece and the sense of action in the piece

Element: Shape- 2 dimensional enclosed area
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Using any element you want, create a 
piece that contains noticeable contrast 

Principle: Contrast-A large difference between two things to create interest 
and tension.
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Create a design where the negative 
space (space around the objects) is the 

subject of your composition

Principle: Unity-When all the elements and principles work together to 
create a pleasing image.

Element: Space-The distance or area between, around, above, below, or 
within things. 
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Create a design where the different 
values of the subjects imply some type 

of rhythm

Principle: Rhythm-A regular repetition of elements to produce the look and 
feel of movement.

Element: Value-The lightness or darkness of a color
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Using any element you want, create a 
piece that contains noticeable  

area of emphasis
Principle: Emphasis-The focal point of an image, or when one area 

or thing stand out the most.
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Make a symmetrical composition 
(Where one side mirrors the other) 
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Make a composition that 
describes how something grows 

!
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Make a composition that is funny 
to you (and school appropriate) 

!


