
Standley Lake Area Elementary  
Band and Orchestra Handbook 

 

 

 

                                          
  

 

                      
 

 

 

 

 

2017-2018 
          

www.standleylakemusic.com 

Facebook – Standley Lake Elementary Instrumental Music 

Twitter - @SLEIMusic 

 



Dear Standley Lake Area Band/Orchestra Students and Parents, 

 

Greetings!  It is our pleasure to welcome new and returning members of the 

Standley Lake Area Elementary Band and Orchestra Program.  We are very excited 

about the upcoming school year, and we look forward to working with all of you. 

 

This handbook contains everything you need to know about the Elementary Band 

and Orchestra Program in the Standley Lake Area.  Please read the handbook 

carefully as there are quite a few changes since last year.  Included in this handbook 

is the calendar for the entire school year, class expectations, grading policies, 

instrument care guidelines, information on instrument rentals and fees, practice tips, 

and more!  To sign up your child for band/orchestra, see the last page of this 

Handbook, the Registration Contract. Please detach and return with your 

student ASAP so that we know you have read this packet, and recorded our 

events on your calendar. They should bring to the next band/orchestra class at 

their school and turn it in to Mr. Simpson/Ms. Reeve. 

 

Also, the Standley Lake Elementary Instrumental Music Program has a Facebook 

page – make sure to sign up (see the front page of this Handbook)! 

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact us by email or phone if you have any questions or 

concerns.  Again, welcome to all of you and best wishes for a fun and productive 

school year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kelsey Reeve 

Director of Orchestras 

Standley Lake Area Elementary Schools 

Standley Lake High School 

303-982-3315 

kelsey.reeve@jeffco.k12.co.us 

 

Kevin Simpson 

Director of Bands 

Standley Lake Area Elementary Schools 

720-232-8805 

kevin.simpson@jeffco.k12.co.us 



Band and Orchestra Expectations 
 

1. Have fun! 

2. Be respectful. Treat yourself, your teacher, and your classmates with respect 

3. Be responsible. Remember to bring your instrument, workbook, music, and a pencil to every class. 

4. Be productive. Practice and be prepared for every rehearsal. 

5. Be a leader.   

 
Grading 
 

Grading is determined on a “trimesterly” basis and is based on progression of skills, consistent attendance and 

practice, and appropriate behavior.  Students will receive a separate band or orchestra report card included with their 

classroom report card every trimester detailing their progress in all areas. 

 

Practicing 
 

It is essential that students practice for at least 15 minutes every day.  Students who practice regularly on their own 

time learn new concepts faster,  progress faster through the book, get more out of the class, and consequently have 

more fun than those who don’t.  It is best if parents help their student develop a practice routine that encourages the 

student to practice in a quiet place that is free from distractions at the same time every day (i.e. immediately after 

dinner, before bed, etc.).  Incorporating practice into the daily routine will help assure that practicing is completed as 

thoroughly and consistently as homework or other chores.  However, playing an instrument is more fun than 

homework or other chores, so it is important for parents and students to keep a positive attitude regarding the need to 

practice!  Furthermore, it is far better, both physically and mentally, to practice for 15 minutes every day instead of 

cramming, for example, 60 minutes into one day per week.  The brain and body simply learn more efficiently and 

effectively when practicing is done consistently in smaller time segments.  Additionally, parents may want to 

provide a mirror for the student in the location where they practice.  Young musicians can teach themselves an 

amazing amount if they are able to watch themselves when they practice.   

 
Attendance 
 

Students are encouraged to attend every rehearsal, even if they forget their instrument.  If a student forgets 

their instrument more than once in a trimester, a phone call home may be made to their parents.  It costs a lot of 

money to play a musical instrument; it is important that your parents know that they are getting their money’s worth!  

Students who forget their instrument will have a worksheet documenting what was learned in class that needs to be 

signed by a parent and classroom teacher and returned during the next class meeting.     

 

Concerts and Rehearsals 
 

During the year, there will be several performance opportunities.  As performance is one of the most important parts 

of playing an instrument, attendance at concerts is expected of every student in the program.  After-school rehearsals 

are also mandatory as they are the only occasion when the band or orchestra can rehearse as a full group (all seven 

area elementary schools together).  If for some reason a student cannot attend, a parent should contact the teacher as 

early as possible. 

 
 



Extra Credit 
 

Students who want to receive extra credit in band or orchestra may do so by attending concerts of other performing 

groups in the area.  For a student to receive extra credit for performance attendance, they must turn in the concert 

program to their teacher. 

 

Discipline 
 

Because band and orchestra are special programs, students involved will be held to a high standard of behavior.  If 

students are acting inappropriately, they will receive a warning.  Further inappropriate behavior can lead to a 

conference with the teacher or a phone call home. 

 
Acquiring an Instrument, Payments, Fees 
 

Students are responsible for obtaining their own books, Standard of Excellence: Enhanced (Band) and  

Essential Elements 2000 (Orchestra). Beginners will be using book one, and advanced students will use 

book two. Students are also responsible for obtaining their own instruments. The only fee for students is for  

our festival t-shirt, which will be around $5. Order forms for t-shirts will be going home after winter break. This is 

an optional fee. Students who do not own a festival t-shirt can wear a plain, white t-shirt instead. 

 

We strongly encourage students to rent an instrument from one of the following area music vendors.   
 

Golden Music:  10395 W Colfax, Lakewood, CO 80215 - (303)279-1111 
 

Music and Arts:  7350 W. 88th Avenue, Westminster, CO 80021 - (303)427-0601 

 

Mi Vida Strings: 3702 W 72nd Ave, Westminster, CO 80300 – (303)877-4380 

 

Flesher Hinton Music:  5890 W. 44th Ave, Wheat Ridge, CO 80212 - (303)433-8891 

 

For repairs done locally, we also recommend: 

 

Rocky Mountain Music Repair:  2150 W. 6th Ave, Broomfield, CO 80020 – 303-955-8064 
 

Though an instrument rented from one of these stores will be of superior quality and accompanied by a full service 

maintenance guarantee, a very limited number of instruments are available for rent through the school district.  The 

cost to rent an instrument through the district is $125/per academic year (students who join in the spring will owe 

$65 for half the year). The entire rental fee will be waived for any families who qualify for the Free/Reduced Lunch 

Program.  Please make all checks out to the school your child attends with “for band” or “for orchestra” in the 

note line.  Priority for school instruments will first be given to students who qualify for Free/Reduced Lunch, and 

then to anyone on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Dropping out of Band/Orchestra  

 

If a family agrees that a child should no longer remain in the program, a parent needs to contact the child’s 

band/orchestra teacher via phone or email to let them know. We strongly suggest that first-year students stay on at 

least through the first major concert before deciding to quit. 
 

 

 

 

 



Instrument Care 
 

Your instrument should always be in working order.  It is your responsibility to maintain a working instrument.  If 

you are renting a school-owned instrument, the school will pay for repairs, but if the student is at fault you may be 

charged for repair costs.  Some basic repairs can be done quickly during class time by Ms. Reeve or Mr. Simpson.  If 

there is a problem, contact your music teacher immediately.   

 

Many “accidents” can be avoided by taking the following precautions: 

 

 Always wash your hands before playing your instrument.  Dirt/residue from your hands can build up and 

destroy the finish on the instrument. 

 Keep your instrument inside when at all possible.  Avoid leaving an instrument in a car, particularly in times 

when it is particularly cold or hot.  This can cause pegs to slip, seams to split open, pads to fall off, or valves 

to freeze. 

 When not playing with your instrument, put it away safely in its case or in a safe place where it will not be 

knocked down or accidentally stepped on.  Furthermore, keep your instrument away from pets and/or 

younger brothers/sister who may damage the instrument when trying to play with it. 

 Have your teacher or a professional music repair person attempt any and all repairs on your instrument. 

 Clean your instrument every time you’re done playing it.  A clean soft cloth should be used with no oil or 

polish on it.  Oils and polishes can actually do more damage than good to the finish of an instrument.  Old t-

shirts, pillow cases, sheets, socks, etc. make great cleaning cloths.  Anything can work as long as it’s soft. 

 

For String Players -  

 Never lay a string instrument on its face (the side with the holes).  Doing so can damage the bridge and 

strings and can cause the instrument to go out of tune. 

 Only attempt to tune your instrument if you have been taught to do so by Ms. Reeve.  Tuning a string 

incorrectly can cause it to break. 

 Always loosen your bow after rehearsals or practice. 

 If the bridge breaks, never attempt to glue it back together.  This is dangerous and ineffective. 

 Only handle your bow by the frog or stick.  Touching the hair can leave oils from your hands on the hair 

which can cause the bow not to work correctly. 

 Be careful when you tighten a bow.  Over tightening will cause the stick to break, not the hair.  See Ms. 

Reeve or Mr. Simpson if you’re uncertain how tight the bow should be. 

 

For Woodwind Players –  

 Take care of your reeds and make sure you always have extra reeds on hand.  If you need more, Mr. Simpson 

occasionally has some on hand (save for oboe) and can sell them to you for $2 each. 

 When handling the instrument, hold it in places where there is no key work.  Keys can bend more easily than 

one might expect! 

 

For Brass Players –    

 When oiling your valves, take out and oil one valve at a time.  Return each valve to the instrument before 

taking out another valve, else you might forget which valve is which. 

 Even though they’re made of metal, brass instruments can dent very easily.  Take special care when moving 

around with and storing your instrument.   



2017-2018 Band and Orchestra Calendar of Events 
 

Below you will find a copy of the band and orchestra over the entire year.  This schedule is subject to change and may be updated 

periodically throughout the year.  To avoid future conflicts, please put these dates on your calendar immediately.  All performances 

and rehearsals are mandatory for the indicated group (BEGINNING = first year students, ADVANCED = second year students). 

 

September 

9/5 – Band/Orchestra lessons begin this week. 

 

October 

10/23 – BEGINNING Band Informance for Semper/Ryan/Betty Adams/Sheridan Green (Semper Elem. School, 6:00-6:30) 

10/23 – BEGINNING Band Informance for Lukas/Witt/Meiklejohn (Semper Elem. School, 7:00-7:30) 

10/23 – BEGINNING Orchestra Informance for Semper/Ryan/Betty Adams/Sheridan Green (Betty Adams Elem., 6:00-6:30) 

10/23 – BEGINNING Orchestra Informance for Lukas/Witt/Meiklejohn (Betty Adams Elem. School, 7:00-7:30) 
  *an “Informance” is an informal and informative performance that provides Beginners a chance to show off their progress thus far and 

for families to see what a typical school lesson is like 

 

November 

11/6  – ADVANCED Band/Orchestra Rehearsal (Mandalay Middle School, 4:30-5:15) 

11/30 – ADVANCED Band/Orchestra Rehearsal (Wayne Carle Middle School, 4:30-5:15) 

11/30 – BEGINNING Band/Orchestra Rehearsal (Wayne Carle Middle School, 5:30-6:15) 

 

December 

12/5 – BEGINNING Band/Orchestra CONCERT (Standley Lake High School, 6:00) 

12/5  – Mandalay Winter Concert (Standley Lake High School, 7:30) - only ADVANCED students from Ryan/Sheridan 

Green/Adams/Semper participate 

12/19 – Wayne Carle Winter Fandango (Wayne Carle Middle School, 7:00) – only ADVANCED students from

 Lukas/Meiklejohn/Witt participate 

 

February 

2/12 – Band Solo/Ensemble Recital (Semper Elementary, 6:00) - OPTIONAL 

2/12 – Orchestra Solo/Ensemble Recital (Semper Elementary, 7:15) - OPTIONAL 

 

March 

3/14 – ADVANCED Band/Orchestra Rehearsal (Wayne Carle Middle School, 4:30-5:15) 

3/14 – BEGINNING Band/Orchestra Rehearsal (Wayne Carle Middle School, 5:30-6:15) 

 

April 

4/4 – Standley Lake Area Band Festival (Standley Lake High School, 7:00) – Beginning and Advanced Band students participate 

4/11 – Standley Lake Area Orchestra Festival (Standley Lake High School, 7:00) – Beginning and Advanced Orchestra students 

participate 

 

May 

5/9, 5/10 – ADVANCED Band and Orchestra Tour 



Standley Lake Weekly Band/Orchestra Schedule 
 

2017 – 2018 

 

Band and Orchestra meet twice-weekly on the following days: 

 

Monday 
Reeve @SLHS – 9:45 

Tuesday 
Reeve @SLHS – 9:45 

Wednesday 
Reeve @SLHS – 10:05 

Thursday 
Reeve @SLHS – 10:05 

Friday 
Reeve @ SLHS – 9:45 

Ryan  
Beginning 

10:15 – 10:45 
Advanced 

10:45 – 11:15 
 

Meiklejohn 
Beginning 

11:55 – 12:25 
Advanced 

12:30 – 1:00 
 

Semper 
Advanced  

1:50 – 2:20  
Beginning 

2:45 – 3:15 

Adams Orchestra 
Advanced Orchestra 

8:30 – 9:00 
Beginning Orchestra 

9:30 - 10:00 
 

Witt 
Beginning  

10:25 – 10:55 
Advanced 

10:55 – 11:25 
 

Adams Band 
Advanced 

12:10 – 12:40 
Beginning 

12:40 – 1:10 
 

Semper 
Advanced  

1:50 – 2:20  
Beginning 

2:45 – 3:15 

Sheridan Green 
Advanced Band 

8:10 – 8:40 
Beginning Band 

8:45 – 9:15 
Advanced Orchestra 

9:50 – 10:20 
Beginning Orchestra 

10:30 – 11:00 
 

Lukas 
Beginning 

11:35 – 12:05 
Advanced 

12:05 – 12:35 
 

Ryan 
Beginning 

2:00 – 2:30 
Advanced 

2:30 – 3:00 
 

Adams ^Rotating 
Advanced 

8:30 – 9:00 
Beginning 

9:30 – 10:00 
 

Meiklejohn 
Beginning 

11:55 – 12:25 
Advanced 

12:30 – 1:00 
 

Witt 
Advanced 

2:30 – 3:00 
Beginning 

3:00 – 3:30 

Adams ^Rotating 
Advanced 

9:45 – 10:15 
Beginning 

10:15 – 10:45 
 

Lukas 
Beginning 

11:35 – 12:05 
Advanced 

12:05 – 12:35 
 

Sheridan Green 
Advanced Orchestra 

12:55 – 1:25 
Beginning Orchestra 

1:25 – 1:55 
Advanced Band 

1:55 – 2:25 
Beginning Band 

2:25 – 2:55 
 

^indicates rotating weekly with the other marked time 

 

For a copy of the Adams rotating Thursday/Friday schedule, see our website at 

www.standleylakemusic.com.  

 

 

   

Music Content National Standards 

 

1. Perform on instruments, alone or with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

2. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 

3. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 

4. Reading and notating music. 

5. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 

6. Evaluating music and music performances. 

7. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 

8. Understanding music in relation to history and culture. 

 



Communication 

 

We understand that lives of our students and their families are very busy, that the night of a rehearsal might also 

fall on the same night as a soccer game or a dance recital. We understand that sometimes we forget about 

something that was coming up. Therefore, we stress that it is really important to stay informed as to what is 

going on with the program. In addition to providing you with email addresses and phone numbers that we can 

be reached at, we employ a number of tools to help our families get reminders for events, important information 

about the program, and updates in the event that things change and something needs to be moved.  

 

Webpage –  

 

First and foremost is our webpage at www.standleylakemusic.com. We highly suggest that parents go there 

and bookmark the page for future reference. Most of our schools have links to the band/orchestra webpage, but 

it can sometimes be tricky to track down. Our webpage has our calendar of events, links to other area programs, 

information on local music stores, copies of documents (like this one) that we send home in the event that they 

are lost, and more. If you have a question, check our webpage first! 

 

Facebook and Twitter –  

 

Our program has both an active Facebook page and a Twitter feed. The Facebook page is a great place to get 

reminders about our concerts and rehearsals by subscribing to the events page. You can find it by searching 

Facebook for “Standley Lake Elementary Instrumental Music”. Our Facebook page will additionally feature 

links to great articles and videos that we feels would be beneficial for you and your child to see. These can 

range from professional orchestral performances to videos on how to clean a trumpet. You can additionally get 

a lot of the same information on Twitter by following us at @SLEIMusic. 

 

Text Messages –  

 

Our program has incorporated an application to allow us to send you reminders or updates on our events via 

text. You can get them be sending the message @sleimusic to 81010 (see below). This service is only for the 

parents of our students, so students, please don’t sign up for this. 

 

 

 



Handbook/Registration Contract 
 

This contract indicates that the Handbook has been read and discussed by both parents and 

students.  It is very important that both parents and students have read through this contract for 

a number of reasons, such as: 

 

 Expectations need to be clearly understood. 

 Event locations, dates, and times, need to be reviewed so that there are not any surprises 

come concert time. 

 Students need to know the basics of instrument care 

 

All parents must make sure that their contact on-file with the office at your child’s school 

is up-to-date. We use this information to populate our email database so that we can easily 

communicate with parents throughout the school year. 

 

Please read through this handbook, sign, and return this page to your child's instrumental music 

teacher as soon as possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For parents: 

 

I have read the Handbook and understand the expectations. 

 

Parent Name (printed) _____________________________ 

 

Parent Signature __________________________________  Date ____________________ 

 

Other Parent(s) to include in our email distribution lists _________________________________ 

 

 

For students: 

 

I have read the Handbook and understand the expectations. 

 

Student Name (printed) _____________________________ 

 

Student Signature __________________________________ Date ____________________ 


