
 

March 2015 Parr Elementary School Newsletter  Page 1 

December 2014 

March 2015  

continued... 

Our Mission 

Parr Elementary 
works with our 

families and 
community to 

develop the full 
potential of every 
child by providing 
quality, student-

centered 
education. 

Please be sure to 
call the school’s 
attendance line 

when your 
student is not 

coming to school. 
The phone 
number is  

303-982-9882. 

Colorado Tests Are Changing... 

Colorado tests are changing to accurately measure student mastery of the 
updated Colorado  Academic Standards. The revised standards reflect updated 
expectations of what students  must know and be able to do to be prepared for 
college and career.  

Students in the state will take new tests aligned to these revised standards. The 
Colorado Measures of Academic Success (CMAS) will be given in English 
language arts, math, science  and social studies. For a full list of CMAS tests by 
grade level, see below. The Colorado Department of Education (CDE) has 
communicated that these new CMAS  tests will provide parents with greater 
insight on students’ progress. CMAS will provide a more accurate understanding 
of student knowledge because students will be asked to show and apply what 
they know, instead of just picking the right answer from a multiple-choice  
question. 

The new assessments are not an apples-to-apples comparison to old CSAP/TCAP 
tests, so previous scores cannot be compared with new proficiency levels. CMAS 
raises the bar and measures students’ progress toward the higher standards they 
will need to succeed in an increasingly competitive world. Standardized tests 
inform our school in many ways. Our teachers, for example, review the results 
from the state tests to adjust their instruction. Students and families will be 
provided a fuller understanding of their student mastery of grade level 
expectations from the CMAS. And our school is accredited, in part, based on 
CMAS results. 

http://www.childrenscolorado.org/about/locations/broomfield/north-campus?utm_source=school&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=denver-preference
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Tests Are Changing, continued... 

You may have heard that the State Board of Education voted in January to grant 
waivers for school districts that do not want to take a portion of the CMAS tests for 
English language arts and mathematics in March. The state Attorney General is 
reviewing the waiver to determine legality. Jeffco continues to work toward 
implementing the spring CMAS tests as directed by CDE. If CDE notifies districts that 
waivers will be approved, we will communicate to our families as soon as new 
information is released.If you have question about the CMAS, please contact our 
school or you can visit the CDE/CMAS website HERE. 

Parr’s Musical Students Like to “Play” 

February 9-12 was a busy week for the students and families at 
Parr!  We not only had our Parent/Teacher Conferences, Book Fair 
and Valentine parties, but our band and orchestra students also 
had musical performances that week!  

Held at Moore Middle School, our Orchestra 
students performed on Tuesday, February 10, 
and our band students performed on 
Wednesday February 11.   

Some of the songs that 
our orchestra played 
were, “Down Bow 
Dance” and “Party Rock 
Anthem.”   

Great job,  
Parr students!  

http://www.altitudetickets.com/event-groups/harlem-globetrotters/
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-sum
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Who Reads? We Read!  

Each year, Dr. Seuss’ birthday is celebrated by students in schools all 
across America. We call this special day “Read Across America”.  As 
reading is essential for student success, this annual program helps to 
inspire and motivate students to stop and read a little more each day.  

This year, Read Across America day will be held on 
Monday, March 2.  

During the school day, guest readers will come and share a 
Dr. Seuss book with our students.  

Do you have a favorite Dr. Seuss book? Read it to your child that night before bed! 
Or, if you would like more ideas on how you can encourage your children to read 
more at home, visit the Read Across America parent site at: 
http://www.seussville.com/parents/ 

A Sea of New Books   

During our February Parent/Teacher 
conferences, our Library was changed! Jellyfish 
and whales came to help promote our Spring 
book fair- A Book Fair Under the Sea.  

There was a large selection of books to 
choose from, and for the 
first time,  parents had 
the opportunity to send a 
Valentine Book Gram  to 
their child!  

We thank all of the 
families who helped 
support our Library by 
purchasing items at the 
book fair!   

http://www.seussville.com/Educators/educatorReadAcrossAmerica.php
http://www.seussville.com/parents/
http://www.zerorezdenver.com/
http://www.dgdservices.com/
http://www.kumon.com/arvada-west
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Go Green - Donate Your Used Books!    

One little request… It shouldn’t be rough; donate your old 
books so that we’ll have enough.  

We’re planning a book fair of books that are used! But 
please don’t send items that are torn, ripped, abused.  

Please support our Parr Library; it is books we’ll be 
needing. 

Let’s help our Parr students get books and start reading!  

Please consider donating your gently used books to our Parr Library 
for a used book sale later this spring. Ideally, we would like to receive 
children’s books but will take a few appropriate adult titles as well. 
Feel free to drop any used books off at the Parr Library circulation 
desk.  

If you have any questions or would like to help out, please feel free to 
contact Parr’s librarian, Mrs. Bucknam at jeesims@jeffco.k12.co.us 

Our Spelling Bee C-H-A-M-P-I-O-N-S   

Although it was delayed by a week; on Thursday, 
February 5, we finally had the chance to see who the 
best spellers in our school are- at our Spelling Bee 
Finals! Congratulations to all of our students who participated in 
the process! We hope you enjoyed your time preparing, 
practicing and competing, and we hope our returning students 
will partake again next year! A big congratulations to our winner 
for this year, 6th grade student Erika Yevara!  

From left to right:  Mrs. Gurley, Kaleb McDaniel, Gabe Vincent, Erika Yevara, 
Samantha Meza and Mrs. Ford. 

http://www.nwphysicians.com/
mailto:jeesims@jeffco.k12.co.us
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 Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Jeffco Schools 

PTA News 

If you aren’t aware, Parr has an active PTA group that meets on 
a monthly basis! Our PTA currently helps to plan fundraisers for 
the school and coordinates school events -including our monthly 
movie nights and the spring school carnival. If you haven’t 
signed up to be a part of our PTA yet, give it a try! The next PTA 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
March 4, at 6:30 in the Parr Library.  

Why join a Parent/Teacher organization? HERE are some 
good reasons why.  

On Thursday, February 19, Parr Students participated in Jump 
Rope for Heart during their regular PE Specials’ time. While  
students participated in this special event, they learned about their hearts and how 

to keep them healthy, and they jumped rope to help raise money 
for the American Heart Association. This year, our students raised 
$1000 for the American Heart Association!   

Great job, Parr students!  

For more information on Jump Rope for Heart, you can visit their website HERE.  

Jump Rope for Heart  

Collecting  Box Tops for Education Supports 

Parr Students 

Collecting Box Tops for Parr is a great way to support our 
students. With your help, we hope to raise more than 1500.00 
for our school this year.  To participate, simply bring your clipped 
box tops to school and give them to  your child’s teacher or 
write their teacher’s name on the bag. Please remember that when you clip 
them,  clip the entire coupon and make sure to get the expiration date-- or 
we cannot use them. If you want to count them and write the total on the 
bag or on a slip of paper in the bag, that would be extremely helpful. 

Check out the website at BTFE.com where you can 
find out more about the program, download 
coupons on participating products, participate in 
bonus Box Tops contests and sweepstakes and enter 
eBox Tops codes. 

THANK YOU 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/84/70/c0/8470c0e6a839c31f643e98398f2c6ec9.jpg
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Giving/ForIndividuals/JoinanEvent/Jump-Rope-for-Heart-Event_UCM_315609_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Giving/ForIndividuals/JoinanEvent/Jump-Rope-for-Heart-Event_UCM_315609_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Giving/ForIndividuals/JoinanEvent/Jump-Rope-for-Heart-Event_UCM_315609_SubHomePage.jsp
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
http://www.jeffcolibrary.org/
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Get Ready to Run! 

On MARCH 17th, 2015, Parr PTA and Parr 
Elementary will host our first  FUN RUN:  

RUN FOR THE GREEN. 

This will be a great whole-school event to 
raise funds while raising school spirit. 

During specials time on the 17th, students run, jog, or walk a course at the school.  

All students participate in this fun event at Parr regardless of financial commitment.  

Before the event, students solicit pledges of financial support from friends, relatives, 
and neighbors.  Then they participate in the monitored running event. After the run, 
students collect donations based on their pledges and their personal performance in 
the run.   Supporters can donate per lap or simply make a flat donation.  All money 
will go directly to the school. 

Our goal is for the kids to HAVE FUN, improve their physical fitness, and provide 
financial support for programs like outdoor lab, fun events like the Annual BBQ, 
after-school clubs, and other student needs. 

We hope you'll help make this a very special event and 
support our Parr community. To help make this a 
success, please contact parrelem@gmail.com  

http://www.theschoolnewslettercompany.com/
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Important Dates in March & April 2015 

March 4  PTA Meeting 6:30 PM in the library 

March 5  CiCi’s Night 

March 5  CSU Stem Club 3:15pm - 4:15pm  

March 6  Report cards go home 

March 8  Daylight Saving Time Begins  

March 9   Girl's Club 3:15-4:00  

March 12  CSU Stem Club 3:15pm - 4:15pm  
   Student Council Meeting 3:15-4:00  

Mar 17   Parr Fun Run during specials 

March 19  CSU Stem Club 3:15pm - 4:15pm  

March 20  Awards Assembly 2:20 pm  

March 21 - March 30 Spring Break 

 

Looking for Something Fun to Do?  

Check out some Denver Free Days!  

Monday, March 2   Denver Museum of Nature & Science 

Tuesday, March 3  Denver Botanic Gardens at Chatfield;  
   Children’s Museum of Denver (4 p.m. to 8 p.m.) 

Friday, March 6  Four Mile Historic Park 

Saturday, March 7  Denver Art Museum 

Sunday, March 8  Denver Center Family Fun Forum  

Sunday, March 22  Denver Botanic Gardens 

mailto:janeen@theschoolnewslettercompany.com
http://www.dmns.org/
http://www.botanicgardens.org/our-gardens/chatfield
http://www.mychildsmuseum.org/
http://www.fourmilepark.org/
http://www.denverartmuseum.org/
http://www.denvercenter.org/events/family-fun-forum
http://www.botanicgardens.org/

