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Our Mission 

Parr Elementary 
works with our 

families and 
community to 

develop the full 
potential of every 
child by providing 
quality, student-

centered 
education. 

Please be sure to 
call the school’s 
attendance line 

when your 
student is not 

coming to school. 
The phone 
number is  

303-982-9882. 

The Whats and Whats Not of Bullying 

  
Whether at school or in the community the word ”bullying” is often expressed by kids 
and parents. When considering what bullying is you must also take into consideration 
what it is not.  
 
It is inevitable for kids to have conflict with one another. It is a natural part of child 
development and is how kids learn to problem solve with their peers. When siblings 
argue at home a parent would certainly recognize their children are in conflict rather 
than describing one or another of them as a bully. This is true at school as well. 
Students have conflicts for a variety of reasons. Conflicts can arise in the classroom, 
during gym class, and quite often on the playground. As adults we can support our 
children and students by listening to both sides. We do not necessarily need to play 
the role of judge or jury. 

 

continued... 

Bullying Definition:(from Stopbullying.gov) 
 
Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged 
children that involves a real or perceived power imbalance. The 
behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. 
Both kids who are bullied and who bully others may have serious 
lasting problems 

In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must be aggressive and include: 

 An Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such as physical strength, 
access to embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others. Power 
imbalances can change over time and be different in different situations, even if they 
involve the same people. 

 Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have the potential to happen 
more than once. 

http://www.keystoneresort.com/


 

Parr Elementary School Newsletter  Page 2 

Important  
Links 

Parr Elementary 
School Website 

 

Jeffco Schools  
Free and Reduced 
Meal Information 

 

Jeffco Schools  
Lunch Menu 

 

Jeffco Schools 
Community & Family 

Connections 

 

Jefferson Center for 
Mental Health  

(JCMH)  

The Whats and Whats Not of Bullying, continued... 

How is Bullying addressed at our school? When problems between students 
arise at Parr, we investigate them to determine whether students are in conflict or if 
bullying is taking place. There can be serious consequences for both. The       
Jefferson County Family Handbook  outlines specific events and guides principals 
and parents on how to manage them. The consequences for both inappropriate conflict 
and bullying can range from loss of privilege to students receiving discipline referrals 
and can include suspension from school. Discipline actions can only be shared with 
the students and their parents. Schools cannot share student information with others     
(see FERPA guidelines). In some cases it is necessary to inform law enforcement. 
From the outsider's perspective it can feel as though nothing is being done to address 
issues around student conflict or perceived bullying. Parr and our school district take 
bullying seriously. We do everything we can to resolve student issues when they 
arise. At Parr we have implemented effective behavior management systems       
(Time to Teacher and BrainWise) which teach conflict resolution rather than 
punishment. We also have a student engagement team whose job is to oversee how 
effective our programs are and look for opportunities to improve student engagement 
and student behavior.  If parents are interested they are welcome to join our student 
engagement team or send in their questions or comments. Parents/guardians can 
always contact Mr. Thompson as needed.   

Make Your Voices Heard Survey 

 

Make Your Voice Heard (MYVH) is a student survey that Jeffco 
Public Schools administers to students in grade 2 through 12. MYVH 
has been given to Jeffco students for over a decade. MYVH is 
administered every other year to all Jeffco Schools students, but is available for 
schools to administer every year. The survey is designed to promote engagement in 
school, improve the school learning environment, and combat problems such as 
bullying. Parr Elementary School  will be giving students the survey between January 
9th and February 10th , 2017. It is a voluntary survey. Your child does not have to 
take the survey. If you do not want your child to participate, you may contact the 
school and let Mr. Thompson know.  To learn more about the survey click here. 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/parr-es/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/parr-es/
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/food-services/managers-corner
https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/food-services/managers-corner
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/food_services/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/homeless_services.html
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/homeless_services.html
http://www.jeffersoncentermentalhealth.org/JCMH/
http://www.jeffersoncentermentalhealth.org/JCMH/
http://www.jeffersoncentermentalhealth.org/JCMH/
http://www.propprealty.com/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/publications/conduct_code.html
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/brochures/postsec.html
http://www.timetoteachtrainer.com/what-is-time-to-teach
http://www.brainwise-plc.org/program.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7AXeWAAXsLpbi1jdHRZemRScTg/view
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It’s Kindergarten Registration Time 

 

2017-18 Kindergarten Registration begins January 9th and 
continues through January 31st. Registration is completed online 
using the Jeffco Connect registration system. Please contact Andrea 
Ghilotti at 303-982-9890 if you have any questions regarding this 
process.  

 
Choice Enrollment/Round 1 also begins on January 9th and 
continues through January 31st. Please pick up a Choice 
Enrollment form in our front office or you can download the 
form at http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/enrollment/
index.html . 
This form is required if you wish to enroll your student at 
Parr and live outside of our boundaries or in another school 
district. 
 

Parr Preschool is Registering for 2017-18              

School Year 

 

The National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) reports 
"Children who attend high-quality preschool enter kindergarten with better   

pre-reading skills, richer vocabularies, and stronger basic math skills..."  
 

The Parr preschool is currently registering children for the 2017-2018 school year. 
Spots are filling up quickly and typically our preschool is full by early May. To be 
eligible for preschool, children must be 3 on or before October 1, 2017. Preschool 
meets Tuesday – Friday sessions AM or PM. The Colorado Preschool Program Grant 
is available for those who qualify, otherwise the cost is $335 per month. Parents are 
welcome to stop by the Preschool office Temp 3 or call Diane Zielbauer                             
303-982-9885 Monday – Friday 8-3 for more information. 
 

http://www.nwphysicians.com/
http://www.edgesoccer.net/
http://www.minersalley.com/yeti-youth-theatre-2/
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/enrollment/index.html
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/enrollment/index.html
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cpp
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Jeffco Schools Address Mental Health                      

Needs for Students 

 

 

 

(Originally reported from the  Arvada Press January 5, 2017) 
The Arvada Press recently published a very interesting article regarding how Jeffco 
schools is addressing the mental health needs of our students.  Parr directly benefits 
from our school district's commitment through the work our school psychologist and 
Social Emotional Learning Specialist (SELS) do with students. 
 

(Originally reported from the  Arvada Press January 5, 2017) 
The need for mental health services for students is on the rise and Jefferson County 
Schools is continuing to expand its services. 
 

“People say kids can’t learn if they’re hungry or not sleeping, but kids can’t learn if 
they aren’t making responsible decisions or self-management either,” said Jon 
Widmier, director of human services for Jeffco Schools. “It’s acknowledging that 
kids are going to go through hard times, and giving them the skill to deal with that.”                  
read more... 

Healthy Heros Update 

 

The Healthy Heroes will be meeting this Thursday to plan out 
the rest of our year.  We will be focusing on our snack cart in 
the cafeteria and educating kids on the power of eating a balanced diet.  We want to 
label the choices on it and help kids start to recognize the food that goes into their 
bodies.  We will be working with Ms. Hugg in the cafeteria to accomplish this 
mission.   
 
The Healthy Heroes will continue to work on improving recess and how we can 
make movement more fun during the day.   
 

http://www.aabraces.com/
mailto:islaruehgmelissa@gmail.com?subject=New%20Client%20Inquiry
http://arvadapress.com/stories/Jeffco-Schools-address-mental-health-needs-for-students,241051?


 

Parr Elementary School Newsletter  Page 5 

Girls on the Run Continues This Spring 

 
 

Girls on the Run will start the week of March 6th.  Open to all girls in 3rd to 5th 
grade, Girls on the Run inspires girls to engage in a lifetime of self-respect and a 
healthy lifestyle through an innovative program that combines training for a 3.1 mile 
run/walk race with a fun, health education lesson plan. We will meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays after school.  There is a small registration fee.  Registration opens 
February 6th - watch for information coming soon.  For more information about the 
program go to www.girlsontherunrockies.org.    If you have questions please contact 
Beth Yeager or Ms. Fitzpatrick. 

 

http://www.hardypedoortho.com/
http://www.safe2tell.org/
http://www.girlsontherunrockies.org/
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Job  Opportunities in Jeffco  

 

We are excited for another successful year in Jeffco schools, and 
know that our custodians, bus drivers, food service workers and 
substitute teachers play an important role in our schools’ success. 
Please help us by considering applying to Jeffco Schools. You can encourage your 
friends and neighbors to consider joining our team too!  For more information and to 
apply, please visit our job board  here.   Please read below for some important 
updates, including a new phone number and website for the substitute system. 
 
Substitute Pay Change 
We are pleased to announce that an increase has been approved for the base rate of 

pay, from $95 to $100 per full-day ($50 for half-day).  After 60 full-day jobs, this 

rate increases to $105 per full-day and after 90 full-day jobs, the full -day rate will 

be $115. 

mailto:cynthia@tscaschools.com?subject=New%20Client%20-%20Advertising%20with%20Jeffco%20Schools
https://platform.teachermatch.org/jobsboard.do?districtId=58751648
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Parr Elementary Learners Are Improving Reading Achievement 

 

Reading is a foundational skill which opens the gateway to learning in all areas.  As the inspiring children’s 
writer Tomie dePaola said, “Reading is important, because if you can read, you can learn anything about 
everything and everything about anything.”  
 

Through the implementation of a new reading resource, increased progressing monitoring and intentional 
collaborative planning, Parr Elementary learners are growing and achieving at higher levels this year in 
reading so they will be able to use their reading skills to learn about everything and anything! 
 

As the students are learning the foundational reading skills to enable them to reach higher levels of mastery 

students will become confident and skilled readers.  To this end, Parr Elementary partnered with the district to 

utilize a new resource called Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Teaching Reading. Teachers and students have 

been appreciating this new resource and the various strategies students are learning to guide the growth of their 

reading abilities.  Students have experienced improved enjoyment of reading and increased achievement.  For 

instance, we are experiencing great achievement in the intermediate grades with students reaching grade level 

expectations. Another example is with our youngest learners who have achieved well above average growth as 

shown in the graph below.  

Parr Elementary students are experiencing improved results, learning to love 

reading and creating excitement for learning.  These are significant celebrations 

which will lead to continued and higher results. 

 



 

Parr Elementary School Newsletter  Page 8 

Parr Important Upcoming Events 

 

January 
 
Mon. January 30  Jump Rope For Heart Assembly 

    CSU Stem Club 3:15 pm to 4:30 pm 

    Art Club 3:15 pm to 4:15 pm 

Tue. January 31   Boy’s Club 3:15 pm to 4:30 pm 

 

February 
 
Thurs. February 2  Ci’Ci’s Pizza Night at CiCi’s 

    Spelling Bee practice 7:55 am to 8:15 am 

Fri. February 3  Hat Day 

Thurs February 9  PTA Meeting 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm (Babysitting provided) 

Fri. February 10  Hat Day 

     

Mon. February 13  Boy’s Club 3:15 pm to 4:30 pm 

Tues. February 14  Valentine Parties 1st grade - 6th 2:30 pm to 3:10 pm 

    Valentine Party for Kindergarten 2:20 pm - 3:10 pm 

Thurs. February 16  Pomona Area Solo & Ensemble Festival @ Moore Middle 4:30 pm 

    (Students need to arrive at 4:00 pm) 

Thurs. February 16  Spelling Bee Pre-Qualifying round 9:00 am to 11:00 am 

    Spelling Bee Finals 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm 

Fri. February 17  Hat Day 

    Early Release Day (1:00 pm ) 

Mon. February 20  NO SCHOOL - Presidents Day 

Fri. February 24  Jump Rope for Heart (during specials) 

Fri. February 24  Hat Day 

Mon. February 27  2nd Trimester ends 

Mon. February 27  Boy’s Club 3:15 pm to 4:30 pm 

Mon. February 27  Art Club 

 

March 
 
Thurs. March 2  CiCi’s Pizza Night at CiCi’s 

Fri. March 3   Report cards sent home 


