
 

 

 

Bear Creek K8 

2018-2019 

Orchestra Handbook 

 

 

This handbook is to help the parents and students at Bear Creek 

K8 with information regarding the Orchestra program. 

 

 

 

Ways to check on concert dates and other important things. 

Under the vocal music portion of the school website you will find Ms. Heisler 

link. I have the orchestra information listed there. We will also be using 

Google Classroom this year. 

 

Concert dates will be located on the master calendar which is on  

the homepage of the school website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Procedures: 

 

Scale A 93-100%   B 92-85%   C 84-77%   D 76-70%  F 69-0% 

 

Categories: 

 

1. Skills-   Skills are 30% of your grade. Skills will include and are not 

limited to: 

a. Demonstrate proper posture, bowing, fingering, and playing 

position. 

b. Demonstrate accurate note and rhythmic reading. 

c. Demonstrate accurate sense of pulse (timing), good tone quality 

and distribution of the bow while playing. This will be an grade with 

ongoing visual assessment as well as playing tests. 

d. Demonstrate a knowledge of common terms and ability to 

perform notations.. Loud, soft etc. 

e.  

2. Daily participation- Daily Participation will be 20% of your grade. Daily 

participation is expected to be excellent and will be observed at all music 

classes, rehearsals and functions. Everyone begins the day with 100 points. 

Points are lost for poor participation. This includes: disruptive 

behavior/talking, constantly off task, missing instrument and or materials. 

 

3. Performances- Performances are 30% of your grade. All performances 

are required and viewed as tests over class content. An unexcused absence 

from a performance is recorded as a zero. Absences are excused by the 

director only. They included but aren’t limited to: illness, emergencies, 

previously scheduled date conflicts discussed with the director 1 month in 

advance. Failure to communicate with the director will result in a zero. 

Please contact Ms. Heisler via email prior to the concert for any of the above 

reasons. theisler@jeffco.k12.co.us. Students will then be given a list of 

makeup options to be completed for the grade. 

 

Quizzes/Tests/Worksheets This section will be worth 20% of the final 

grade.Late work will receive 1 grade lower for each day that is it late. After 3 

days of being late work will be worth 50% of the grade earned. After 2 

weeks the work will not be accepted. Ms. Heisler is available to help students 

who are struggling and can find other students that can help in a tutor type 

role. All playing tests can be redone to improve results. 
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Concert Guidelines 

 

Etiquette 

 

 

Audience Behavior 

  

Please remember to turn off your cell phones out of respect to our young 

performers. We also ask you to refrain from leaving the performance during 

the play. If you do need to leave do so as quietly as you can in between 

scenes. We would also ask that small children stay seated with parents 

during the show. 

Thank you and Enjoy 

  

Concert Attire 

 

With concerts we try to have a little fun with color choices etc. I ask that all 

clothes fit the dress code for the school and to error on the more 

conservative side. Dresses and skirts that are too short ( above the knee) 

will create an uncomfortable playing experience which leads to poor posture 

and playing. As a musician I tend to prefer pants and longer loser 

dress/skirts as it gives me much more freedom to move around. Tops need 

to allow for freedom bowing as well as not creating any distractions on the 

instrument. ( decorations on shirts and such can rattle on the wood and 

make a student nervous while playing). With the boys I prefer dark colored 

bottoms and polo or dress shirts on top. 

 

 

 

School Rental fees: 

 

I have very few rental instruments available to our middle school students. 

If you are unable to rent an instrument locally or you want to rent with the 

option of purchase I would recommend Sharmusic.com or Robertson violins. 

They both have good instruments and reasonable prices. Robertsons is 

located in New Mexico and does come up to Denver several times a year. 

These instruments are amazing quality and will last a lifetime. I actually am 

playing on one now that I prefer over my older more expensive violin. They 

guarantee 100% trade in as well. Shar music is in Michigan. They have a lot 

more lower priced options and rentals that are less than even here locally. 

 

School Instruments if I have them available are $125 for the year. This can 

be paid each semester or if money is an issue please contact me and I can 

try and work something out. There should never be an issue for a child who 

wants to play I will make it work. 



 

Movies  

After concert days 

 

 

Often times after our concerts we will have a relaxed celebration 

day.Typically I try to watch movies with a G or Pg rating. I have begun to 

notice a new trend of pg-13 movies as well. Movies such as Harry Potter, 

Pirates of the Caribbean, Hunger Games, etc have the PG-13 ratings.I want 

to ask permission at this time for your child to be allowed to watch movies 

on our movie day. If you do not want your child to watch the PG-13 movies 

then I will provide them with an alternative option instead. 

 

CONCERT AND ACTIVITIES DATES 

 

 

 

 

November 5, 2018  7:00 pm concert time  AREA FESTIVAL 

 ( we will have a practice with Carmody before the concert time TBD) 

Location Bear Creek High School Gymnasium 

 

November 12, 2018       ALL COUNTY AUDITIONS sign ups  

Location Creighton Middle School 

 

December 18th 2018  6:30 pm call 7:00pm concert 

Location Bear Creek K8 cafetorium 

 

January 16th 2019   4-6 pm All county sectionals ( for members who made it) 

Location Creighton Middle School 

 

January 18th 2019   All County  ALL DAY practice concert in the evening  

Location West Bowles Church 

 

March 14th 2019    6:30 call  7:00 Pm concert time 

Location Bear Creek K8 cafetoruim 

 

May 2, 2019      6:30 Pm call 7:00PM concert 

Location Bear Creek K8 cafetorium 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Sign Off Page 

 

 

This is for a grade!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

Please sign and return by August 31, 2018 for full credit 

 

 

We have read and understand the guidelines, expectations, grading 

procedures, and all other information explained in the Orchestra 

handout.  

 

 

Student Name________________________ 

 

Parent Signature________________________ 

 

 

_____I agree to let my student watch PG-13 movies in class  

_____ I do not agree 

 

 

Parent signature__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


