
Dear Parents and Students, 

The start of the 2016-2017 school year is quickly approaching!   We are all off to a 

fresh start as we get to see our friends again and welcome new friends!  I am so excited to 

begin a new school year together!     

Since I will be working with your kids on a daily basis, I want to let you know a little bit 

about myself.  I, too, am a Montessori parent!  My husband, James, and I were blessed to find 

MPA after moving to Colorado 11 years ago.  My oldest daughter, Paige, spent 7 years at 

MPA .  After graduating from MPA, she moved to Compass Montessori-Golden and will 

be an 11th year in the high school.    My youngest daughter, Anna Grace, graduated from 

MPA two years ago and is an 8th year in the farm school at Compass.   She started at MPA 

when she was 3.               

Our family loves our beautiful mountains.  We love to ski and snowboard, camp, bike, 

hike, and work outside in our huge vegetable and flower gardens!  (Basically, we love to be 

outside……do you see why we moved to Colorado?)  Three and a half years ago, we adopted 

a very goofy, fun-loving,   yellow lab named Ryley…..boy does he keep us on our toes!  Did I 

mention he is obsessed with balls, fetching, and swimming?   

  I am so excited that Karen Harper and I will be starting our 7th year of working 

together in the classroom.  Karen has two MPA alumni children, Jackson and Jessica, now 

attending Heritage High School.  With many years of experience as a lead teacher and 

director at Head Start, she brings patience, kindness, humor, conflict resolution techniques, 

and the love of Montessori to our classroom.  This year she is also taking on the additional 

job of Volunteer Coordinator here at MPA.  I am not sure how she juggles all of her 

responsibilities, but she does…..…beautifully!  She has an amazing work ethic, and we get 

along effortlessly!  We have been busy working together this summer to make this another 

amazing year!   

I believe school and home are a strong partnership, and I feel that Karen and I have 

built an amazing and peaceful community in our classroom.    I am honored to become a part of 

the new families’ lives and will continue to build relationships with our returning families.  I love 

our school community, our staff, and our administration.  MPA is home to me!  

Please take a look at your student’s supply request.  Please make sure that your child 

comes to school on the first day with all of the materials needed.    I hope you are enjoying 

every moment of your summer, and I look forward to seeing you soon!   

        Peace, 

Darcy  


